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Acknowledgments

It seems to me that of all the questions that await
answers in science, two are most central. The first
deals with the nature and origin of the universe and
is the realm of astronomers. The second is who we
are and where we come from, and that is what this
book is about. I began to think about writing this
book while I was studying chimpanzees and their
prey in East Africa in the early 1990s. Nearly every
journal article on human origins that I had ever
read paid homage to the importance of chimpanzee
behavior in understanding the lives of early homi-
nids. But these papers were just lip service; the au-
thors rarely took very seriously the integration of
the different routes to understanding human ori-
gins. I felt much would be gained by bringing to-
gether the information about our fossil ancestors,
modern primates, and modern human-hunting-and-
gathering societies. In 1995, while working on
another book about chimpanzee predatory behav-
ior, I was invited by Princeton University Press to
write precisely that sort of book, to become part of
the Princeton Trade Science series. For this invita-
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tion I thank PUP, particularly science editor Jack
Repcheck.

The reader needs no background in human evo-
lution or primate behavior to appreciate the signifi-
cance of what I will describe about who we are and
where we’ve come from. The figures and tables are
few in number and serve to illustrate important
points in the text. A portion of The Hunting Apes
stems from my own research on chimpanzees and
other primates. However, most of the information
contained in the book is secondhand; the reader
may consult the notes at the back of the book for the
original sources.

Many people have made suggestions for revising
or improving the book’s content. I am grateful for
comments, criticism, and helpful discussions on in-
dividual chapters from John Allen, Christopher
Boehm, Richard Byrne, Elan Glasser, Kristen
Hawkes, Adriana Hernandez, Alison Jolly, Richard
Malenky, Alexander Moore, Erin Moore, Jim Moore,
Martin Muller, Thomas Plummer, and Nancy
Thompson-Handler. My thanks especially to Alison
Jolly and Jim Moore, who read and critiqued the
entire manuscript, as well as to Jack Repcheck.

For permission to study chimpanzees in the early
and mid-1990s in Gombe National Park in Tan-
zania, I thank the Tanzanian Commission for Sci-
ence and Technology, Tanzania National Parks, and
the Serengeti Wildlife Research Institute. For per-
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mission to study chimpanzees and mountain go-
rillas in Bwindi-Impenetrable National Park in
Uganda, I thank the Ugandan National Research
Council, the Ugandan Wildlife Authority, and the
Institute for Tropical Forest Conservation. I am es-
pecially grateful for assistance and companionship
over the years in these two projects to Anthony Col-
lins, Caleb Gambaneza, Michele Goldsmith, Jane
Goodall, Maryke Gray, Simon Jennings, Msafiri Ka-
toto, Richard Malenky, Hilali Matama, Eslom
Mpongo, Keith Musana, Nkurunungi John Bosco,
William Rutaro, Nancy Thompson-Handler, and
Janette Wallis. I also thank the Jane Goodall Insti-
tute and the Jane Goodall Research Center at the
University of Southern California for access to vid-
eotaped records of hunting behavior and other as-
pects of chimpanzee life. Finally, this book and the
research that contributed to it could not have been
done without the long-term support and under-
standing of my wife, Erin Moore, and of our chil-
dren Gaelen, Marika, and Adam, and I thank them.
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