
JANUARY

Cloth  $49.50S
978-0-691-14744-4

400 pages. 167 halftones. 8 x 10.

ART

Ambitious Form
Giambologna, Ammanati, and Danti in Florence

Michael W. Cole

Ambitious Form describes the transformation of Italian 
sculpture during the neglected half-century between 
the death of Michelangelo and the rise of Bernini. The 
book follows the Florentine careers of three major 
sculptors—Giambologna, Bartolomeo Ammanati, and 
Vincenzo Danti—as they negotiated the politics of the 
Medici court and eyed one another’s work, setting new 
aims for their art in the process. Only through a com-
parative look at Giambologna and his contemporaries, 
it argues, can we understand them individually—or 
understand the period in which they worked.

Michael Cole shows how the concerns of central 
Italian artists changed during the last decades of the 
Cinquecento. Whereas their predecessors had focused 
on specific objects and on the particularities of materi-
als, late sixteenth-century sculptors turned their atten-
tion to models and design. The iconic figure gave way 
to the pose, individualized characters to abstractions. 
Above all, the multiplicity of master crafts that had 
once divided sculptors into those who fashioned gold 
or bronze or stone yielded to a more unifying aspira-
tion, as nearly every ambitious sculptor, whatever his 
training, strove to become an architect.

Michael W. Cole is associate professor of art history 
at the University of Pennsylvania. He is the author of 
Cellini and the Principles of Sculpture and the coeditor 
of The Idol in the Age of Art, among other books.

MARCH 

Cloth  $55.00S
978-0-691-14765-9

432 pages. 45 halftones. 
35 line illus. 7 x 10.

ART

A General Theory 
of Visual Culture

Whitney Davis

What is cultural about vision—or visual about culture? 
In this ambitious book, Whitney Davis provides new 
answers to these difficult and important questions by 
presenting an original framework for understanding 
visual culture. Grounded in the theoretical traditions 
of art history, A General Theory of Visual Culture argues 
that, in a fully consolidated visual culture, artifacts and 
pictures have been made to be seen in a certain way; 
what Davis calls “visuality” is the visual perspective 
from which certain culturally constituted aspects of 
artifacts and pictures are visible to informed viewers. 
In this book, Davis provides a systematic analysis of 
visuality and describes how it comes into being as a 
historical form of vision.

Expansive in scope, A General Theory of Visual 
Culture draws on art history, aesthetics, the psychology 
of perception, the philosophy of reference, and vision 
science, as well as visual-cultural studies in history, 
sociology, and anthropology. It provides penetrating 
new definitions of form, style, and iconography, and 
draws important and sometimes surprising conclu-
sions (for example, that vision does not always attain 
to visual culture, and that visual culture is not always 
wholly visible). The book uses examples from a variety 
of cultural traditions, from prehistory to the twentieth 
century, to support a theory designed to apply to all 
human traditions of making artifacts and pictures—
that is, to visual culture as a worldwide phenomenon.

Whitney Davis is professor of history and theory of 
ancient and modern art at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. He is the author of many books, most 
recently Replications: Archaeology, Art History, Psy-
choanalysis and Queer Beauty: Sexuality and Aesthetics 
from Winckelmann to Freud and Beyond (forthcoming).

68  Art



press.princeton.edu

Art  69

“This book is extremely stimulating and 

thoroughly enjoyable. Horowitz brings deep 

insight to his analysis, and he weaves in 

beautiful historical examples. His discus-

sion of front- and backroom business by 

dealers, loss leaders, and profit makers is 

telling. Think about the art world using his 

concepts. Your views will change.”

—Richard J. Zeckhauser, coauthor of The 

Patron’s Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in 

Italian Renaissance Art

“Art of the Deal is cogently argued, thor-

oughly researched, and richly documented. 

It is also, to my knowledge, highly original, 

and not only in its subject matter—giving a 

textured financial analysis of contemporary 

art, in all its market manifestations—but 

in the rigor of its financial analysis. I don’t 

know of another book like it in the field.”

—James Cuno, editor of Whose Culture? 

The Promise of Museums and the Debate  

over Antiquities

AN EYE-OPENING LOOK AT COLLECTING AND 
INVESTING IN TODAY’S ART MARKET

FEBRUARY

Cloth  $39.50S
978-0-691-14832-8

304 pages. 40 halftones. 3 tables. 6 x 9.

ART ❚ ECONOMICS

Art of the Deal
Contemporary Art in a Global Financial Market

Noah Horowitz

Art today is defined by its relationship to money as never be-
fore. Prices of living artists’ works have been driven to unprec-
edented heights, conventional boundaries within the art world 
have collapsed, and artists now think ever more strategically 
about how to advance their careers. Artists no longer simply 
make art, but package, sell, and brand it.

Noah Horowitz exposes the inner workings of the con-
temporary art market, explaining how this unique economy 
came to be, how it works, and where it’s headed. He takes a 
unique look at the globalization of the art world and the chang-
ing face of the business, offering the clearest analysis yet of 
how investors speculate in the market and how emerging art 
forms such as video and installation have been drawn into the 
commercial sphere.

By carefully examining these developments against the 
backdrop of the deflation of the contemporary art bubble in 
2008, Art of the Deal is a must-read book that demystifies col-
lecting and investing in today’s art market.

Noah Horowitz is an art historian and expert on the interna-
tional art market. He has edited and contributed to publica-
tions on contemporary art and economics for institutions 
including the Serpentine Gallery, London; the Astrup Fearnley 
Museum of Modern Art, Oslo; and the United Kingdom’s Intel-
lectual Property Office. He holds a PhD from the Courtauld 
Institute of Art and is the coeditor of The Uncertain States of 
America Reader.
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Cloth  $40.00S
978-0-691-14861-8 

128 pages. 50 color illus. 
30 halftones. 9 x 10.

ART

Distributed for the 
Princeton University Art Museum

Inner Sanctum
Memory and Meaning in 

Princeton’s Faculty Room at Nassau Hall

Edited by Karl Kusserow

Inner Sanctum takes readers inside the Faculty Room 
of Princeton University’s historic Nassau Hall. It ex-
plores the Faculty Room’s role as the symbolic center 
of Princeton and venerable repository of its institution-
al memory, and looks at how the room and its portraits 
reflect and helped shape the University’s identity.

Located at the very heart of the Princeton campus, 
the Faculty Room served variously as a prayer hall, 
library, and museum, until University president Wood-
row Wilson had it remodeled in 1906 for executive 
and ceremonial use. The room is distinctive for its fine 
architectural features, stately design, and remarkable 
collection of portraits depicting University founders, 
American presidents, British monarchs, clergymen, 
scholars, scientists, and others. This book traces 
how the Faculty Room’s changing function and the 
diverse portraits on its walls tell an evocative story of 
Princeton’s evolution from a small school of dissident 
theologians to the world-renowned research university 
it is today. It demonstrates how the room’s contents 
and design, as well as its long and varied history, invite 
interpretation across a range of narratives, including 
those of memory, religion, history, race, biography, 
portraiture, and architecture.

The accompanying volume to a 2010 exhibition 
in the Faculty Room itself, Inner Sanctum features a 
foreword by University president Shirley M. Tilghman 
and essays by Toni Morrison, Sean Wilentz, Eddie S. 
Glaude Jr., and volume editor Karl Kusserow, as well as 
a closing poem by Paul Muldoon.

Karl Kusserow is associate curator of American art at 
the Princeton University Art Museum.

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $29.95S
978-0-691-14860-1

248 pages. 10 color illus. 
172 halftones. 8 x 10.

ART ❚ ASIAN STUDIES

ARTiculations
Undefining Chinese Contemporary Art

Edited by Jerome Silbergeld & 
Dora C. Y. Ching

What does it mean to say that some of the best Chi-
nese contemporary art is made in America, by Ameri-
cans? Through words and images, this book chal-
lenges the artificial and narrowly conceived definitions 
of Chinese contemporary art that dominate current 
discussion, revealing the great diversity of Chinese art 
today and showing just how complex and uncertain 
the labels “contemporary,” “Chinese,” and “American” 
have become. 

This volume features contributions from six 
artists and eight scholars who participated in a 2009 
symposium held in conjunction with the Princeton 
University Art Museum exhibition Outside In: Chinese 
× American × Contemporary Art. These ethnically 
Chinese and non-Chinese artists work or have worked 
in America—indeed, all of them are U.S. citizens—but 
they are steeped in Chinese artistic traditions in terms 
of style, subject matter, and philosophical outlook. 
Here they discuss their art and careers with rare depth 
and candor, addressing diversity, ethnicity, identity, and 
other issues. The academic contributors bring a variety 
of perspectives—Chinese and American, art historical 
and political—to bear on the common, limiting prac-
tice of classifying such art and artists as “Chinese,” 
“American,” or “Chinese American.” Revealing and 
celebrating the fluidity of who can be considered a Chi-
nese artist and what Chinese art might be, these artists 
and scholars broaden and enrich our understanding of 
Chinese contemporary art.

Jerome Silbergeld is the P. Y. and Kinmay W. Tang Pro-
fessor of Chinese Art History at Princeton University 
and director of Princeton’s Tang Center for East Asian 
Art. Dora C. Y. Ching is associate director of the Tang 
Center for East Asian Art. 

Publications of  
the Department of Art and Archaeology, 

Princeton University
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A NEW LOOK AT PIVOTAL 
MODERNIST COMPOSER ALBAN BERG

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $29.95S
978-0-691-14856-4

Cloth  $75.00S
978-0-691-14855-7
392 pages. 6 x 9.

MUSIC

Alban Berg and His World

Edited by Christopher Hailey

Alban Berg and His World is a collection of essays and source 
material that repositions Berg as the pivotal figure of Vien-
nese musical modernism. His allegiance to the austere rigor 
of Arnold Schoenberg’s musical revolution was balanced by 
a lifelong devotion to the warm sensuousness of Viennese 
musical tradition and a love of lyric utterance, the emotional 
intensity of opera, and the expressive nuance of late-Romantic 
tonal practice.

The essays in this collection explore the specific quali-
ties of Berg’s brand of musical modernism, and present 
newly translated letters and documents that illuminate his 
relationship to the politics and culture of his era. Of particular 
significance are the first translations of Berg’s newly discovered 
stage work Night (Nocturne), Hermann Watznauer’s intimate 
account of Berg’s early years, and the famous memorial issue 
of the music periodical 23, as well as an in-depth exploration 
of Berg’s treasured collection of favorite quotations from his 
extensive reading. Contributors consider Berg’s fascination 
with palindromes and mirror images and their relationship to 
notions of time and identity; the Viennese roots of his distinc-
tive orchestral style; his links to such Viennese contemporaries 
as Alexander Zemlinsky, Franz Schreker, and Erich Wolfgang 
Korngold; and his attempts to maneuver through the perilous 
shoals of gender, race, and fascist politics.

The contributors are Antony Beaumont, Leon Botstein,  
Regina Busch, Nicholas Chadwick, Mark DeVoto, Douglas  
Jarman, Sherry Lee, and Margaret Notley.

Christopher Hailey is the author of a biography of Franz 
Schreker and an editor of the German and English editions 
of the Berg/Schoenberg correspondence. He has published 
editions of scores by Berg and Schreker and is a cotranslator of 
Theodor Adorno’s biography of Berg.

The Bard Music Festival
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Paper $27.95S
978-0-691-14166-4

Cloth  $70.00S
978-0-691-14165-7

240 pages. 6 halftones. 6 x 9.

LITERATURE

The Event of 
Postcolonial Shame

Timothy Bewes

In a postcolonial world, where structures of power, 
hierarchy, and domination operate on a global scale, 
writers face an ethical and aesthetic dilemma: How to 
write without contributing to the inscription of inequal-
ity? How to process the colonial past without reverting 
to a pathology of self-disgust? Can literature ever be 
free of the shame of the postcolonial epoch—ever be 
truly postcolonial? As disparities of power seem only 
to be increasing, such questions are more urgent than 
ever. In this book, Timothy Bewes argues that shame 
is a dominant temperament in twentieth-century 
literature, and the key to understanding the ethics and 
aesthetics of the contemporary world.

Drawing on thinkers such as Jean-Paul Sartre, 
Frantz Fanon, Theodor Adorno, and Gilles Deleuze, 
Bewes argues that in literature there is an “event” of 
shame that brings together these ethical and aesthetic 
tensions. Reading works by J. M. Coetzee, Joseph 
Conrad, Nadine Gordimer, V. S. Naipaul, Caryl Phillips, 
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, and Zoë Wicomb, Bewes pre-
sents a startling theory: the practices of postcolonial 
literature depend upon and repeat the same structures 
of thought and perception that made colonialism 
possible in the first place. As long as those structures 
remain in place, literature and critical thinking will 
remain steeped in shame.

Offering a new mode of postcolonial reading, 
The Event of Postcolonial Shame demands a literature 
and a criticism that acknowledge their own ethical 
deficiency without seeking absolution from it.

Timothy Bewes is associate professor of English 
at Brown University. He is the author of Cynicism 
and Postmodernity and Reification, or the Anxiety of 
Late Capitalism.

Translation/Transnation
Emily Apter, Series Editor

AUGUST

Cloth  $39.50S
978-0-691-14065-0

296 pages. 30 halftones. 6 x 9.

LITERATURE

The Novel and the Sea

Margaret Cohen

For a century, the history of the novel has been written 
in terms of nations and territories: the English novel, 
the French novel, the American novel. But what if the 
novel were viewed in terms of the seas that unite these 
different lands? Examining works across two centuries, 
The Novel and the Sea recounts the novel’s rise, told 
from the perspective of the ship’s deck and the allure 
of the oceans in the modern cultural imagination. Mar-
garet Cohen moors the novel to overseas exploration 
and work at sea, framing the novel’s emergence as a 
transatlantic history, steeped in the adventures and 
risks of the maritime frontier.

Cohen explores how Robinson Crusoe competed 
with the best-selling nautical literature of the time by 
dramatizing remarkable conditions, from the wonders 
of unknown lands to storms, shipwrecks, and pirates. 
She considers James Fenimore Cooper’s refashioning 
of the adventure novel in postcolonial America, and a 
change in literary poetics toward new frontiers and to 
the maritime labor and technology of the nineteenth 
century. Cohen shows how Jules Verne reworked 
adventures at sea into science fiction; how Melville, 
Hugo, and Conrad navigated the foggy waters of 
language and thought; and how detective and spy fic-
tion built on sea fiction’s problem-solving devices. She 
also discusses the transformation of the ocean from 
a theater of skilled work to an environment of pristine 
nature and the sublime.

A significant literary history, The Novel and the 
Sea challenges readers to rethink their land-locked 
assumptions about the novel.

Margaret Cohen teaches in the Department of Com-
parative Literature at Stanford University. She is the 
author of Profane Illumination and The Sentimental 
Education of the Novel.

Translation/Transnation
Emily Apter, Series Editor
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“This is an extremely valuable collection 

of some of the best writing in the field of 

journalism. Distinctive and appealing, this 

is one-stop shopping for delicious writing 

across different media forms.”

—Charlotte Grimes, Syracuse University

“I read this book with great pleasure. Its 

kaleidoscopic variety is a virtue and leads us 

to enjoyable surprises.”

—Jonathan Schell, author of The Seventh 

Decade

A COLLECTION OF DISTINGUISHED ESSAYS 
BY SOME OF TODAY’S BEST NONFICTION 

WRITERS AND JOURNALISTS

JANUARY

Paper  $35.00S
978-0-691-14308-8

Cloth  $90.00S
978-0-691-14307-1

408 pages. 1 halftone. 1 line illus. 6 x 9.

WRITING

The Princeton Reader
Contemporary Essays by Writers and Journalists 

at Princeton University

Edited by John McPhee & 
Carol Rigolot

From a Swedish hotel made of ice to the enigma of UFOs, from 
a tragedy on Lake Minnetonka to the gold mine of cyberpor-
nography, The Princeton Reader brings together more than 
90 favorite essays by 75 distinguished writers. This collection 
of nonfiction pieces by journalists who have held the Ferris/
McGraw/Robbins professorships at Princeton University offers 
a feast of ideas, emotions, and experiences—political and per-
sonal, light-hearted and comic, serious and controversial—for 
anyone to dip into, contemplate, and enjoy. 

The volume includes a plethora of topics, from the envi-
ronment, terrorism, education, sports, politics, and music to 
profiles of memorable figures and riveting stories of survival. 
These important essays reflect the high-quality work found in 
today’s major newspapers, magazines, broadcast media, and 
websites. The book’s contributors include such outstanding 
writers as Ken Armstrong of the Seattle Times, Jill Abramson, 
Jim Dwyer, and Walt Bogdanich of the New York Times, Evan 
Thomas of Newsweek, Joel Achenbach and Marc Fisher of the 
Washington Post, Nancy Gibbs of Time, and Jane Mayer, John 
McPhee, John Seabrook, and Alex Ross of the New Yorker.

The perfect collection for anyone who enjoys compelling 
narratives, The Princeton Reader contains a depth and breadth 
of nonfiction that will inspire, provoke, and endure.

John McPhee’s many books include Annals of the Former 
World, for which he was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1999. 
Carol Rigolot is executive director of the Humanities Council at 
Princeton University.
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Paper  $27.95S
978-0-691-14866-3

Cloth  $65.00S
978-0-691-14483-2

272 pages. 15 halftones. 6 x 9.

LITERATURE

Being Numerous
Poetry and the Ground of Social Life

Oren Izenberg

“Because I am not silent,” George Oppen wrote, “the 
poems are bad.” What does it mean for the goodness 
of an art to depend upon its disappearance? In Being 
Numerous, Oren Izenberg offers a new way to under-
stand the divisions that organize twentieth-century 
poetry. He argues that the most important conflict is 
not between styles or aesthetic politics, but between 
poets who seek to preserve or produce the incommen-
surable particularity of experience by making power-
ful objects, and poets whose radical commitment to 
abstract personhood seems altogether incompatible 
with experience—and with poems.

Reading across the apparent gulf that separates 
traditional and avant-garde poets, Izenberg reveals 
the common philosophical urgency that lies behind 
diverse forms of poetic difficulty—from Yeats’s eso-
teric symbolism and Oppen’s minimalism and silence 
to O’Hara’s joyful slightness and the Language Poets’ 
rejection of traditional aesthetic satisfactions. For 
these poets, what begins as a practical question about 
the conduct of literary life—what distinguishes a poet 
or group of poets?—ends up as an ontological inquiry 
about social life: What is a person and how is a com-
munity possible? In the face of the violence and dislo-
cation of the twentieth century, these poets resist their 
will to mastery, shy away from the sensual richness of 
their strongest work, and undermine the particularity 
of their imaginative and moral visions—all in an effort 
to allow personhood itself to emerge as an undeniable 
fact making an unrefusable claim.

Oren Izenberg is a visiting scholar at the University of 
Illinois, Chicago.

20/21
Walter Benn Michaels, Series Editor

FEBRUARY

Cloth  $39.50S
978-0-691-13613-4

304 pages. 17 halftones. 6 x 9.

LITERATURE

The Global 
Remapping of 

American Literature

Paul Giles

This book charts how the cartographies of American 
literature as an institutional category have varied radi-
cally across different times and places. Arguing that 
American literature was consolidated as a distinctively 
nationalist entity only in the wake of the U.S. Civil War, 
Paul Giles identifies this formation as extending until 
the beginning of the Reagan presidency in 1981. He 
contrasts this with the more amorphous boundaries of 
American culture in the eighteenth century, and with 
ways in which conditions of globalization at the turn of 
the twenty-first century have reconfigured the param-
eters of the subject.

In light of these fluctuating conceptions of space, 
Giles suggests new ways of understanding the shift-
ing territory of American literary history. He ranges 
from Cotton Mather to David Foster Wallace, from 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow to Zora Neale Hurston. 
He suggests why European medievalism and Native 
American prehistory were crucial to classic nineteenth-
century authors such as Emerson, Hawthorne, and 
Melville. He discusses how twentieth-century tech-
nological innovations, such as air travel, affected 
representations of the national domain in the texts of 
F. Scott Fitzgerald and Gertrude Stein. He analyzes 
how regional projections of the South and the Pacific 
Northwest helped to shape the work of writers such as 
William Gilmore Simms, José Martí, Elizabeth Bishop, 
and William Gibson.

Bringing together literary analysis, political his-
tory, and cultural geography, The Global Remapping 
of American Literature reorients the subject for the 
transnational era.

Paul Giles is the Challis Professor of English at the 
University of Sydney. His many books include Atlantic 
Republic and Virtual Americas.
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“This is a wonderful and illuminating collec-

tion written for general readers. Yet any Rus-

sian specialist can also benefit from Frank’s 

interpretations, which bear the stamp of 

his powerful and distinctive mind. This 

thought-provoking book is difficult to put 

down and the coda on Nabokov’s lectures is 

a delight.”

—Gary Saul Morson, Northwestern University

A NEW VOLUME OF ESSAYS FROM AWARD-WINNING 
DOSTOEVSKY BIOGRAPHER JOSEPH FRANK 

AUGUST

Paper  $29.95S
978-0-691-14566-2

Cloth  $60.00S
978-0-691-14256-2
312 pages. 6 x 9.

LITERATURE ❚ RUSSIAN HISTORY

Between Religion 
and Rationality

Essays in Russian Literature and Culture

Joseph Frank

In this book, acclaimed Dostoevsky biographer Joseph Frank 
explores some of the most important aspects of nineteenth 
and twentieth century Russian culture, literature, and history. 
Delving into the distinctions of the Russian novel as well as the 
conflicts between the religious peasant world and the educated 
Russian elite, Between Religion and Rationality displays the co-
gent reflections of one of the most distinguished and versatile 
critics in the field.

Frank’s essays provide a discriminating look at four of 
Dostoevsky’s most famous novels, discuss the debate between 
J. M. Coetzee and Mario Vargas Llosa on the issue of Dosto-
evsky and evil, and confront Dostoevsky’s anti-Semitism. The 
collection also examines such topics as Orlando Figes’s sweep-
ing survey of the history of Russian culture, the life of Pushkin, 
and Oblomov’s influence on Samuel Beckett. Investigating the 
omnipresent religious theme that runs throughout Russian 
culture, even in the antireligious Chekhov, Frank argues that no 
other major European literature was as much preoccupied as 
the Russian with the tensions between religion and rationality. 
Between Religion and Rationality highlights this unique quality 
of Russian literature and culture, offering insights for general 
readers and experts alike.

Joseph Frank is professor emeritus of Slavic and comparative 
literature at Stanford and Princeton. The five volumes of his 
Dostoevsky biography, published between 1976 and 2002, won 
a National Book Critics Circle Award, a Los Angeles Times book 
prize, two James Russell Lowell Prizes, two Christian Gauss 
Awards, and other honors. In 2008, the American Association 
for the Advancement of Slavic Studies awarded Frank its high-
est honor.
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Cloth  $39.50S
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376 pages. 8 halftones. 6 x 9.

CLASSICS ❚ ANCIENT HISTORY

Rethinking the 
Other in Antiquity

Erich S. Gruen

Prevalent among classicists today is the notion that 
Greeks, Romans, and Jews enhanced their own 
self-perception by contrasting themselves with the 
so-called Other—Egyptians, Phoenicians, Ethiopi-
ans, Gauls, and other foreigners—frequently through 
hostile stereotypes, distortions, and caricature. In this 
provocative book, Erich Gruen demonstrates how the 
ancients found connections rather than contrasts, how 
they expressed admiration for the achievements and 
principles of other societies, and how they discerned—
and even invented—kinship relations and shared roots 
with diverse peoples.

Gruen shows how the ancients incorporated the 
traditions of foreign nations, and imagined blood ties 
and associations with distant cultures through myth, 
legend, and fictive histories. He looks at a host of 
creative tales, including those describing the founding 
of Thebes by the Phoenician Cadmus, Rome’s embrace 
of Trojan and Arcadian origins, and Abraham as ances-
tor to the Spartans. Gruen gives in-depth readings 
of major texts by Aeschylus, Herodotus, Xenophon, 
Plutarch, Julius Caesar, Tacitus, and others, in addition 
to portions of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how they 
offer richly nuanced portraits of the alien that go well 
beyond stereotypes and caricature.

Providing extraordinary insight into the ancient 
world, this controversial book explores how ancient at-
titudes toward the Other often expressed mutuality and 
connection, and not simply contrast and alienation.

Erich S. Gruen is the Gladys Rehard Wood Professor 
of History and Classics (emeritus) at the University of 
California, Berkeley. His books include Diaspora: Jews 
amidst Greeks and Romans and Heritage and Helle-
nism: The Reinvention of Jewish Tradition.

Martin Classical Lectures

SEPTEMBER

Cloth  $49.50S
978-0-691-13814-5
384 pages. 6 x 9.

CLASSICS ❚ LITERATURE

Playing Gods
Ovid’s Metamorphoses and the Politics of Fiction

Andrew Feldherr

This book offers a novel interpretation of politics and 
identity in Ovid’s epic poem of transformations, the 
Metamorphoses. Reexamining the emphatically fic-
tional character of the poem, Playing Gods argues that 
Ovid uses the problem of fiction in the text to redefine 
the power of poetry in Augustan Rome. The book also 
provides the fullest account yet of how the poem re-
lates to the range of cultural phenomena that defined 
and projected Augustan authority, including spectacle, 
theater, and the visual arts.

Andrew Feldherr argues that a key to the politi-
cal as well as literary power of the Metamorphoses is 
the way it manipulates its readers’ awareness that its 
stories cannot possibly be true. By continually juxta-
posing the imaginary and the real, Ovid shows how a 
poem made up of fictions can and cannot acquire the 
authority and presence of other discursive forms. One 
important way that the poem does this is through nar-
ratives that create a “double vision” by casting charac-
ters as both mythical figures and enduring presences 
in the physical landscapes of its readers. This narrative 
device creates the kind of tensions between identifica-
tion and distance that Augustan Romans would have 
felt when experiencing imperial spectacle and other 
contemporary cultural forms.

Full of original interpretations, Playing Gods con-
structs a model for political readings of fiction that will 
be useful not only to classicists but to literary theorists 
and cultural historians in other fields.

Andrew Feldherr is professor of classics at Princeton 
University. He is the author of Spectacle and Society 
in Livy’s History and the editor of The Cambridge Com-
panion to the Roman Historians.
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ANCIENT HISTORY ❚ ARCHAEOLOGY ❚ 
CLASSICS

Imperialism, Power, 
and Identity

Experiencing the Roman Empire

David J. Mattingly

Despite what history has taught us about imperialism’s 
destructive effects on colonial societies, many clas-
sicists continue to emphasize disproportionately the 
civilizing and assimilative nature of the Roman Empire 
and to hold a generally favorable view of Rome’s 
impact on its subject peoples. Imperialism, Power, and 
Identity boldly challenges this view using insights from 
postcolonial studies of modern empires to offer a more 
nuanced understanding of Roman imperialism.

Rejecting outdated notions about Romanization, 
David Mattingly focuses instead on the concept of 
identity to reveal a Roman society made up of far-
flung populations whose experience of empire varied 
enormously. He examines the nature of power in Rome 
and the means by which the Roman state exploited the 
natural, mercantile, and human resources within its 
frontiers. Mattingly draws on his own archaeological 
work in Britain, Jordan, and North Africa and covers 
a broad range of topics, including sexual relations 
and violence; census-taking and taxation; mining and 
pollution; land and labor; and art and iconography. He 
shows how the lives of those under Rome’s dominion 
were challenged, enhanced, or destroyed by the em-
pire’s power, and in doing so he redefines the meaning 
and significance of Rome in today’s debates about 
globalization, power, and empire.

Imperialism, Power, and Identity advances a new 
agenda for classical studies, one that views Roman rule 
from the perspective of the ruled and not just the rulers.

David J. Mattingly is professor of Roman archaeology 
at the University of Leicester and a fellow of the British 
Academy. His many books include Tripolitania, Farm-
ing the Desert, and An Imperial Possession.
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Aesopic Conversations
Popular Tradition, Cultural Dialogue, 

and the Invention of Greek Prose

Leslie Kurke

Examining the figure of Aesop and the traditions sur-
rounding him, Aesopic Conversations offers a portrait 
of what Greek popular culture might have looked like 
in the ancient world. What has survived from the liter-
ary record of antiquity is almost entirely the product 
of an elite of birth, wealth, and education, limiting 
our access to a fuller range of voices from the ancient 
past. This book, however, explores the anonymous 
Life of Aesop and offers a different set of perspectives. 
Leslie Kurke argues that the traditions surrounding 
this strange text, when read with and against the 
works of Greek high culture, allow us to reconstruct 
an ongoing conversation of “great” and “little” tradi-
tions spanning centuries.

Evidence going back to the fifth century BCE 
suggests that Aesop participated in the practices of 
nonphilosophical wisdom (sophia) while challenging it 
from below, and Kurke traces Aesop’s double relation 
to this wisdom tradition. She also looks at the hidden 
influence of Aesop in early Greek mimetic or narrative 
prose writings, focusing particularly on the Socratic 
dialogues of Plato and the Histories of Herodotus. 
Challenging conventional accounts of the invention of 
Greek prose and recognizing the problematic socio-
politics of humble prose fable, Kurke provides a new 
approach to the beginnings of prose narrative and 
what would ultimately become the novel.

Delving into Aesop, his adventures, and his craft-
ing of fables, Aesopic Conversations shows how this 
low, noncanonical figure was—unexpectedly—central 
to the construction of ancient Greek literature.

Leslie Kurke is professor of classics and compara-
tive literature at the University of California, Berke-
ley. Her books include Coins, Bodies, Games, and 
Gold (Princeton). 
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Lawyers and 
Fidelity to Law

W. Bradley Wendel

Even lawyers who obey the law often seem to act 
unethically—interfering with the discovery of truth, 
subverting justice, and inflicting harm on innocent 
people. Standard arguments within legal ethics 
attempt to show why it is permissible to do some-
thing as a lawyer that it would be wrong to do as an 
ordinary person. But in the view of most critics these 
arguments fail to turn wrongs into rights. Even many 
lawyers think legal ethics is flawed because it does not 
accurately describe the considerable moral value of 
their work. In Lawyers and Fidelity to Law, W. Bradley 
Wendel introduces a new conception of legal ethics 
that addresses the concerns of lawyers and their crit-
ics alike. 

Wendel proposes an ethics grounded on the 
political value of law as a collective achievement that 
settles intractable conflicts, allowing people who 
disagree profoundly to live together in a peaceful, 
stable society. Lawyers must be loyal and competent 
client representatives, Wendel argues, but these 
obligations must always be exercised within the law 
that constitutes their own roles and confers rights and 
duties upon their clients. Lawyers act unethically when 
they treat the law as an inconvenient obstacle to be 
worked around and when they twist and distort it to 
help their clients do what they are not legally entitled 
to do. Lawyers and Fidelity to Law challenges lawyers 
and their critics to reconsider the nature and value of 
ethical representation.

W. Bradley Wendel is professor of law at Cornell 
Law School.
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HISTORY ❚ LAW

Justice in Lüritz
Experiencing Socialist Law in East Germany

Inga Markovits

As a child, Inga Markovits dreamt of stealing and 
reading every letter contained in a mailbox at a busy 
intersection of her town in order to learn what life 
is all about. When, decades later, now working as a 
legal historian, she tracked down the almost complete 
archive of a former East German trial court, she knew 
that she had finally found her mailbox. Combining her 
work in this extraordinary archive with interviews of 
former plaintiffs and defendants, judges and prosecu-
tors, government and party functionaries, and Stasi 
collaborators, all in the little town she calls “Lüritz,” 
Markovits has written a remarkable grassroots history 
of a legal system that set out with the utopian hopes of 
a few and ended in the anger and disappointment of 
the many. This is a story of ordinary men and women 
who experienced Socialist law firsthand—people who 
applied and used the law, trusted and resented it, ma-
nipulated and broke it, and feared and opposed it, but 
who all dealt with it in ways that help us understand 
what it meant to be a citizen in a twentieth-century So-
cialist state, what “Socialist justice” aimed to do, and 
how, in the end, it failed. Brimming with human stories 
of obedience and resistance, endurance and cunning, 
and cruelty and grief, Justice in Lüritz is ultimately a 
book about much more than the law, or Socialism, or 
East Germany. 

Inga Markovits holds the “Friends of Jamail” Re-
gents Chair in Law at the University of Texas, Austin. 
She is the author of Imperfect Justice: An East-West 
German Diary.
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HISTORY ❚ JEWISH STUDIES

Prophets of the Past
Interpreters of Jewish History

Michael Brenner
Translated by Steven Rendall

Prophets of the Past is the first book to examine in 
depth how modern Jewish historians have interpreted 
Jewish history. Michael Brenner reveals that perhaps 
no other national or religious group has used their 
shared history for so many different ideological and 
political purposes as the Jews. He deftly traces the 
master narratives of Jewish history from the begin-
nings of the scholarly study of Jews and Judaism in 
nineteenth-century Germany to eastern European 
approaches by Simon Dubnow, the interwar school 
of Polish-Jewish historians, and the short-lived efforts 
of Soviet-Jewish historians; to the work of British and 
American scholars such as Cecil Roth and Salo Baron; 
and to Zionist and post-Zionist interpretations of Jew-
ish history. He also unravels the distortions of Jewish 
history writing, including antisemitic Nazi research 
into the “Jewish question,” the Soviet portrayal of 
Jewish history as class struggle, and Orthodox Jewish 
interpretations of history as divinely inspired.

History proved to be a uniquely powerful weapon 
for modern Jewish scholars during a period when they 
had no nation or army to fight for their ideological 
and political objectives, whether the goal was Jewish 
emancipation, diasporic autonomy, or the creation of 
a Jewish state. As Brenner demonstrates in this illumi-
nating and incisive book, these historians often found 
legitimacy for these struggles in the Jewish past.

Michael Brenner is professor of Jewish history 
and culture at the University of Munich. His books 
include A Short History of the Jews and After the 
Holocaust: Rebuilding Jewish Lives in Postwar Ger-
many (both Princeton).
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History Lessons
The Creation of American Jewish Heritage

Beth S. Wenger

Most American Jews today will probably tell you that 
Judaism is inherently democratic and that Jewish and 
American cultures share the same core beliefs and val-
ues. But in fact, Jewish tradition and American culture 
did not converge seamlessly. Rather, it was American 
Jews themselves who consciously created this idea of 
an American Jewish heritage and cemented it in the 
popular imagination during the late nineteenth and 
mid-twentieth centuries. History Lessons is the first 
book to examine how Jews in the United States col-
lectively wove themselves into the narratives of the na-
tion, and came to view the American Jewish experience 
as a unique chapter in Jewish history.

Beth Wenger shows how American Jews celebrated 
civic holidays like Thanksgiving and the Fourth of July 
in synagogues and Jewish community organizations, 
and how they sought to commemorate Jewish cultural 
contributions and patriotism, often tracing their roots 
to the nation’s founding. She looks at Jewish children’s 
literature used to teach lessons about American Jewish 
heritage and values, which portrayed—and sometimes 
embellished—the accomplishments of heroic figures in 
American Jewish history. Wenger also traces how Jews 
often disagreed about how properly to represent these 
figures, focusing on the struggle over the legacy of the 
Jewish Revolutionary hero Haym Salomon.

History Lessons demonstrates how American Jews 
fashioned a collective heritage that fused their Jewish 
past with their American present and future.

Beth S. Wenger is associate professor of history and 
director of the Jewish Studies Program at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. She is the author of The Jewish 
Americans: Three Centuries of Jewish Voices in America 
and New York Jews and the Great Depression: Uncer-
tain Promise.
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Reforming the World
The Creation of America’s Moral Empire

Ian Tyrrell

Reforming the World offers a sophisticated account of 
how and why, in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, American missionaries and moral reformers 
undertook work abroad at an unprecedented rate and 
scale. Looking at various organizations such as the 
Young Men’s Christian Association and the Student 
Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, Ian Tyrrell 
describes the influence that the export of American 
values had back home, and explores the methods and 
networks used by reformers to fashion a global and 
nonterritorial empire. He follows the transnational 
American response to internal pressures, the Euro-
pean colonies, and dynamic changes in global society.

Examining the cultural context of American expan-
sionism from the 1870s to the 1920s, Tyrrell provides 
a new interpretation of Christian and evangelical mis-
sionary work, and he addresses America’s use of “soft 
power.” He describes evangelical reform’s influence 
on American colonial and diplomatic policy, empha-
sizes the limits of that impact, and documents the 
often idiosyncratic personal histories, aspirations, and 
cultural heritage of moral reformers such as Margaret 
and Mary Leitch, Louis Klopsch, Clara Barton, and Ida 
Wells. The book illustrates that moral reform influ-
enced the United States as much as it did the colonial 
and quasi-colonial peoples Americans came in contact 
with, and shaped the architecture of American dealings 
with the larger world of empires through to the era of 
Woodrow Wilson. 

Investigating the wide-reaching and diverse influ-
ence of evangelical reform movements, Reforming the 
World establishes how transnational organizing played a 
vital role in America’s political and economic expansion.

Ian Tyrrell is Scientia Professor of History at the 
University of New South Wales, Australia. His books 
include Transnational Nation and Historians in Public.

America in the World
Sven Beckert and Jeremi Suri, Series Editors
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HISTORY ❚ URBAN STUDIES

Noir Urbanisms
Dystopic Images of the Modern City

Edited by Gyan Prakash

Dystopic imagery has figured prominently in modern 
depictions of the urban landscape. The city is often 
portrayed as a terrifying world of darkness, crisis, and 
catastrophe. Noir Urbanisms traces the history of the 
modern city through its critical representations in art, 
cinema, print journalism, literature, sociology, and 
architecture. It focuses on visual forms of dystopic 
representation—because the history of the modern 
city is inseparable from the production and circulation 
of images—and examines their strengths and limits as 
urban criticism.

Contributors explore dystopic images of the mod-
ern city in Germany, Mexico, Japan, India, South Africa, 
China, and the United States. Their topics include 
Weimar representations of urban dystopia in Fritz 
Lang’s 1927 film Metropolis; 1960s modernist architec-
ture in Mexico City; Hollywood film noir of the 1940s 
and 1950s; the recurring fictional destruction of Tokyo 
in postwar Japan’s sci-fi doom culture; the urban fringe 
in Bombay cinema; fictional explorations of urban 
dystopia in postapartheid Johannesburg; and Delhi’s 
out-of-control and media-saturated urbanism in the 
1980s and 1990s. What emerges in Noir Urbanisms is 
the unsettling and disorienting alchemy between dark 
representations and the modern urban experience.

In addition to the editor, the contributors are 
David R. Ambaras, James Donald, Rubén Gallo, 
Anton Kaes, Ranjani Mazumdar, Jennifer Robinson, 
Mark Shiel, Ravi Sundaram, William M. Tsutsui, and 
Li Zhang.

Gyan Prakash is the Dayton-Stockton Professor of 
History at Princeton University. His books include 
Another Reason: Science and the Imagination of Modern 
India, The Spaces of the Modern City: Imaginaries, Poli-
tics, and Everyday Life (both Princeton), and Mumbai 
Fables (see page 7).
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THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
A JEWISH FORM OF SECULARISM

“A rich and engaging work on the tradition 

of secular Jewish thought. Weaving together 

historical narrative and textual analysis, 

theology and philosophy, scripture and inter-

pretation, and political theory and cultural 

criticism, Biale offers a provocative rethink-

ing of Judaism’s relation to the secular. Not 

in the Heavens is the most exhaustive and 

sustained discussion of Jewish secularism 

that I have read.”

—Jerome E. Copulsky, Goucher College

“This is an excellent book. Biale provides 

an entirely new synthesis of a largely 

untouched subject. No one has previously 

attempted to discuss secular thinking as a 

separate phenomenon in modern Jewish 

life. This book, while accessible and aimed 

at a general audience, is also a major contri-

bution to Jewish studies.”

—David Sorkin, author of The Religious En-

lightenment: Protestants, Jews, and Catholics 

from London to Vienna
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Cloth  $35.00S
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272 pages. 6 x 9.

JEWISH STUDIES ❚ HISTORY

Not in the Heavens
The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought

David Biale

Not in the Heavens traces the rise of Jewish secularism through 
the visionary writers and thinkers who led its development. 
Spanning the rich history of Judaism from the Bible to today, 
David Biale shows how the secular tradition these visionaries 
created is a uniquely Jewish one, and how the emergence of 
Jewish secularism was not merely a response to modernity but 
arose from forces long at play within Judaism itself.

Biale explores how ancient Hebrew books like Job, Song 
of Songs, and Esther downplay or even exclude God altogether, 
and how Spinoza, inspired by medieval Jewish philosophy, re-
cast the biblical God in the role of nature and stripped the Torah 
of its revelatory status to instead read scripture as a historical 
and cultural text. Biale examines the influential Jewish think-
ers who followed in Spinoza’s secularizing footsteps, such as 
Salomon Maimon, Heinrich Heine, Sigmund Freud, and Albert 
Einstein. He tells the stories of those who also took their cues 
from medieval Jewish mysticism in their revolts against tradi-
tion, including Hayim Nahman Bialik, Gershom Scholem, and 
Franz Kafka. And he looks at Zionists like David Ben-Gurion and 
other secular political thinkers who recast Israel and the Bible in 
modern terms of race, nationalism, and the state.

Not in the Heavens demonstrates how these many Jewish 
paths to secularism were dependent, in complex and paradoxi-
cal ways, on the very religious traditions they were rejecting, and 
examines the legacy and meaning of Jewish secularism today.

David Biale is the Emanuel Ringelblum Professor of Jewish 
History at the University of California, Davis. His books include 
Blood and Belief: The Circulation of a Symbol between Jews and 
Christians and Eros and the Jews: From Biblical Israel to Contem-
porary America.
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gaming the language 
of addiction treatment

“Pathbreaking. This is a quite significant 

contribution to the field of social work and 

drug-addiction therapy. I can’t think of 

another book that integrates these two areas 

in and through the study of language. Carr 

demonstrates convincingly how social-work 

practice is semiotic work. Scripting Addiction 

is a scholarly masterpiece.”

—Gregory M. Matoesian, author of Law and 

the Language of Identity

“A fascinating contribution to scholarship. 

Carr has very effectively, thoroughly, and 

skillfully used ethnography and sociolinguis-

tics to empirically demonstrate the dark side 

of clinical language practices. Her careful 

linguistic approach methodically shows 

how therapeutic language can be used to 

constrain rather than open up possibilities. 

Scripting Addiction will produce a robust 

and needed discussion in social work.”

—Jerry Floersch, author of Meds, Money, and 

Manners: The Case Management of Severe 

Mental Illness

Scripting Addiction
The Politics of Therapeutic Talk 

and American Sobriety

E. Summerson Carr

Scripting Addiction takes readers into the highly ritualized world 
of mainstream American addiction treatment. It is a world 
where clinical practitioners evaluate how drug users speak 
about themselves and their problems, and where the ideal of 
“healthy” talk is explicitly promoted, carefully monitored, and 
identified as the primary sign of therapeutic progress. The book 
explores the puzzling question: why do addiction counselors 
dedicate themselves to reconciling drug users’ relationship to 
language in order to reconfigure their relationship to drugs?

To answer this question, anthropologist Summerson Carr 
traces the charged interactions between counselors, clients, 
and case managers at “Fresh Beginnings,” an addiction treat-
ment program for homeless women in the midwestern United 
States. She shows that shelter, food, and even the custody of 
children hang in the balance of everyday therapeutic exchang-
es, such as clinical assessments, individual therapy sessions, 
and self-help meetings. Acutely aware of the high stakes of 
self-representation, experienced clients analyze and learn to 
effectively perform prescribed ways of speaking, a mimetic 
practice they call “flipping the script.”

As a clinical ethnography, Scripting Addiction examines 
how decades of clinical theorizing about addiction, language, 
self-knowledge, and sobriety is manifested in interactions 
between counselors and clients. As an ethnography of the con-
temporary United States, the book demonstrates the complex 
cultural roots of the powerful clinical ideas that shape therapeu-
tic transactions—and by extension administrative routines and 
institutional dynamics—at sites such as “Fresh Beginnings.”

E. Summerson Carr is assistant professor at the School of 
Social Service Administration and an affiliated faculty mem-
ber in the Department of Anthropology and at the Center for 
Gender Studies at the University of Chicago.
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PSYCHOLOGY

Group Problem 
Solving

Patrick R. Laughlin

Experimental research by social and cognitive psy-
chologists has established that cooperative groups 
solve a wide range of problems better than the average 
individual. Cooperative problem solving groups of 
scientific researchers, auditors, financial analysts, 
air crash investigators, and forensic art experts are 
increasingly important in our complex and interdepen-
dent society. This comprehensive textbook—the first of 
its kind in decades—presents important theories and 
experimental research about group problem solving. 
The book focuses on tasks that have demonstrably cor-
rect solutions within mathematical, logical, scientific, 
or verbal systems, including algebra problems, analo-
gies, vocabulary, and logical reasoning problems.

The book explores basic concepts in group 
problem solving, social combination models, group 
memory, group ability and world knowledge tasks, rule 
induction problems, letters-to-numbers problems, 
evidence for positive group-to-individual transfer, and 
social choice theory. The conclusion proposes ten 
generalizations that are supported by the theory and 
research on group problem solving.

Group Problem Solving is an essential resource 
for decision-making research in social and cognitive 
psychology, but also extremely relevant to multidis-
ciplinary and multicultural problem-solving teams 
in organizational behavior, business administration, 
management, and behavioral economics.

Patrick R. Laughlin is professor emeritus of psychol-
ogy at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
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PSYCHOLOGY ❚ SOCIOLOGY

Why People Cooperate
The Role of Social Motivations

Tom R. Tyler

Any organization’s success depends upon the volun-
tary cooperation of its members. But what motivates 
people to cooperate? In Why People Cooperate, Tom 
Tyler challenges the decades-old notion that individu-
als within groups are primarily motivated by their 
self-interest. Instead, he demonstrates that human 
behaviors are influenced by shared attitudes, values, 
and identities that reflect social connections rather 
than material interests. 

Tyler examines employee cooperation in work 
organizations, resident cooperation with legal authori-
ties responsible for social order in neighborhoods, 
and citizen cooperation with governmental authorities 
in political communities. He demonstrates that the 
main factors for achieving cooperation are socially 
driven, rather than instrumentally based on incentives 
or sanctions. Because of this, social motivations are 
critical when authorities attempt to secure voluntary 
cooperation from group members. Tyler also explains 
that two related aspects of group practices—the use of 
fair procedures when exercising authority and the belief 
by group members that authorities are benevolent and 
sincere—are crucial to the development of the atti-
tudes, values, and identities that underlie cooperation. 

With widespread implications for the management 
of organizations, community regulation, and gover-
nance, Why People Cooperate illustrates the vital role 
that voluntary cooperation plays in the long-standing 
viability of groups.

Tom R. Tyler is University Professor and Chair of the 
Psychology Department at New York University. He 
is the author of Why People Obey the Law (Princeton) 
and coauthor of Trust in the Law.
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“Winning takes a beautiful and engaging 

look at America’s love affair with competi-

tion and with avoiding defeat at all costs. 

Relying on a comparative framework, 

Duina shows that American society pays 

a price for emphasizing winning precisely 

because Americans are so often confused by 

what this means. With a wealth of superb 

examples drawn from entertainment, sports, 

education, politics, and business, Winning 

encourages us to step back and reconsider 

our obsession with the ultimate prize.”

—Paulette Kurzer, University of Arizona

“Duina’s accessible examination of the 

language of winning and losing reveals that 

competition is not a human universal, but a 

historical and cultural phenomenon. Making 

ample use of examples from popular culture, 

he shows that competition’s prominence in 

America arises from our unsatisfied desire 

for a clear, positive, and socially approved 

identity. Winning is a worthy addition to the 

literature on the sociology of culture.”

—Liah Greenfeld, Boston University

WHY WINNING DOES NOT ALWAYS 
LEAD TO HAPPINESS
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SOCIOLOGY ❚ PSYCHOLOGY

Winning
Reflections on an American Obsession

Francesco Duina

Most of us are taught from a young age to be winners and 
avoid being losers. But what does it mean to win or lose? And 
why do we care so much? Does winning make us happy? Win-
ning undertakes an unprecedented investigation of winning 
and losing in American society, what we are really after as we 
struggle to win, our collective beliefs about winners and losers, 
and much more. 

Francesco Duina argues that victory and loss are not 
endpoints or final destinations but gateways to something of 
immense importance to us: the affirmation of our place in the 
world. But Duina also shows that competition is unlikely to 
provide us with the answers we need. Winning and losing are 
artificial and logically flawed concepts that put us at odds with 
the world around us and, ultimately, ourselves. Duina explores 
the social and psychological effects of the language of competi-
tion in American culture. 

Primarily concerned with our shared obsessions about 
winning and losing, Winning proposes a new mind-set for how 
we can pursue our dreams, and, in a more satisfying way, find 
our proper place in the world. 

Francesco Duina is associate professor and chair of the Sociol-
ogy Department at Bates College, and visiting professor at the 
International Center for Business and Politics, Copenhagen 
Business School. He is the author of The Social Construction of 
Free Trade (Princeton) and Harmonizing Europe.
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“Dead Ringers is a brilliant exploration of 

the perplexing world that global outsourc-

ing has wrought. With lucid and engaging 

prose, Nadeem shows how conspicuous 

consumption and exploitation are two sides 

of the same coin. This smart and witty book 

is essential reading for anyone concerned 

about the future of work and culture in a 

global age.”

—John Skrentny, University of California, 

San Diego

“Drawing on interviews, document analysis, 

and participant observation, this engaging 

book provides a nuanced, insightful analysis 

of the fascinating phenomenon of IT and 

service work outsourcing to India.”

—Kiran Mirchandani, University of Toronto

A VIVID PORTRAIT OF THE COMPLEXITIES 
OF INDIA’S OUTSOURCING INDUSTRY

MARCH
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SOCIOLOGY ❚ ASIAN STUDIES

Dead Ringers
How Outsourcing is Changing the Way 

Indians Understand Themselves

Shehzad Nadeem

In the Indian outsourcing industry, employees are expected to 
be “dead ringers” for the more expensive American workers 
they have replaced—complete with Westernized names, ac-
cents, habits, and lifestyles that are organized around a foreign 
culture in a distant time zone. Dead Ringers chronicles the rise 
of a workforce for whom mimicry is a job requirement and a 
passion. In the process, the book deftly explores the complica-
tions of hybrid lives and presents a vivid portrait of a workplace 
where globalization carries as many downsides as advantages.

Shehzad Nadeem writes that the relatively high wages 
in the outsourcing sector have empowered a class of cultural 
emulators. These young Indians indulge in American-style 
shopping binges at glittering malls, party at upscale night-
clubs, and arrange romantic trysts at exurban cafés. But while 
the high-tech outsourcing industry is a matter of consider-
able pride for India, global corporations view the industry as 
a low-cost, often low-skill sector. Workers use the digital tools 
of the information economy not to complete technologically 
innovative tasks but to perform grunt work and rote customer 
service. Long hours and the graveyard shift lead to health 
problems and social estrangement. Surveillance is tight, man-
agement is overweening, and workers are caught in a cycle of 
hope and disappointment. 

Through lively ethnographic detail and subtle analysis of 
interviews with workers, managers, and employers, Nadeem 
demonstrates the culturally transformative power of globaliza-
tion and its effects on the lives of the individuals at its edges.  

Shehzad Nadeem is assistant professor of sociology at the City 
University of New York, Lehman College.
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SOCIOLOGY ❚ ECONOMICS

Durkheim and 
the Birth of 

Economic Sociology

Philippe Steiner
Translated by Keith Tribe

Émile Durkheim’s work has traditionally been viewed 
as a part of sociology removed from economics. 
Rectifying this perception, Durkheim and the Birth 
of Economic Sociology is the first book to provide an 
in-depth look at the contributions made to economic 
sociology by Durkheim and his followers. Philippe 
Steiner demonstrates the relevance of economic fac-
tors to sociology and shows how the Durkheimians 
inform today’s economic systems.

Steiner argues that there are two stages in 
Durkheim’s approach to the economy—a sociologi-
cal critique of political economy and a sociology of 
economic knowledge. In his early works, Durkheim 
critiques economists and their categories and tries to 
analyze the division of labor from a social rather than 
economic perspective. From the mid-1890s onward, 
Durkheim’s preoccupations shifted to questions of 
religion and the sociology of knowledge. Durkheim’s 
disciples, such as Maurice Halbwachs and François 
Simiand, synthesized and elaborated on Durkheim’s 
first-stage arguments, while his ideas on religion and 
the economy were taken up by Marcel Mauss. Steiner 
indicates that the ways in which the Durkheimians 
rooted the sociology of economic knowledge in the ed-
ucational system allows for an invaluable perspective 
on the role of economics in modern society, similar to 
the perspective offered by Max Weber’s work.

Recognizing the power of the Durkheimian ap-
proach, Durkheim and the Birth of Economic Sociology 
assesses the effect this important thinker and his 
successors have had on one of the most active fields in 
contemporary sociology.

Philippe Steiner is professor of sociology at the Uni-
versité Paris, Sorbonne. 
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Max Weber in America

Lawrence A. Scaff

Max Weber, widely considered a founder of sociology 
and the modern social sciences, visited the United 
States in 1904 with his wife Marianne. The trip was a 
turning point in Weber’s life and it played a pivotal role 
in shaping his ideas, yet until now virtually our only 
source of information about the trip was Marianne 
Weber’s faithful but not always reliable 1926 biogra-
phy of her husband. Max Weber in America carefully 
reconstructs this important episode in Weber’s career, 
and shows how the subsequent critical reception of 
Weber’s work was as American a story as the trip itself.

Lawrence Scaff provides new details about Weber’s 
visit to the United States—what he did, what he saw, 
whom he met and why, and how these experiences 
profoundly influenced Weber’s thought on immigra-
tion, capitalism, science and culture, Romanticism, 
race, diversity, Protestantism, and modernity. Scaff 
traces Weber’s impact on the development of the social 
sciences in the United States following his death in 
1920, examining how Weber’s ideas were interpreted, 
translated, and disseminated by American scholars 
such as Talcott Parsons and Frank Knight, and how the 
Weberian canon, codified in America, was reintroduced 
into Europe after World War II.

A landmark work by a leading Weber scholar, Max 
Weber in America will fundamentally transform our 
understanding of this influential thinker and his place 
in the history of sociology and the social sciences.

Lawrence A. Scaff is professor of political science and 
sociology at Wayne State University. He is the author 
of Fleeing the Iron Cage: Culture, Politics, and Moder-
nity in the Thought of Max Weber.
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Mafias on the Move
The Globalization of Organized Crime

Federico Varese

Organized crime is spreading like a global virus as mobs take 
advantage of open borders to establish local franchises at will. 
That at least is the fear, inspired by stories of Russian mob-
sters in New York, Chinese triads in London, and Italian mafias 
throughout the West.

As Federico Varese explains in this compelling and daring 
book, the truth is more complicated. Varese has spent years re-
searching mafia groups in Italy, Russia, the United States, and 
China, and argues that mafiosi often find themselves abroad 
against their will, rather than through a strategic plan to colo-
nize new territories. Once there, they do not always succeed 
in establishing themselves. Varese spells out the conditions 
that lead to their long-term success, namely sudden market 
expansion that is neither exploited by local rivals nor blocked 
by authorities. Ultimately the inability of the state to govern 
economic transformations gives mafias their opportunity.

In a series of matched comparisons, Varese charts the 
attempts of the Calabrese ‘Ndrangheta to move to the north of 
Italy, and shows how the Sicilian mafia expanded to early twen-
tieth-century New York, but failed around the same time to find 
a niche in Argentina. He explains why the Russian mafia failed 
to penetrate Rome but succeeded in Hungary. In a pioneering 
chapter on China, he examines the challenges that triads from 
Taiwan and Hong Kong find in branching out to the mainland. 
Based on groundbreaking field work and filled with dramatic 
stories, this book is both a compelling read and a sober assess-
ment of the risks posed by globalization and immigration for 
the spread of mafias.

Federico Varese is professor of criminology and director of 
the Extra-Legal Governance Institute at the University of 
Oxford. He is the author of The Russian Mafia and editor of 
Organized Crime.

“Federico Varese is two writers rolled into 

one: a fearless fact-hunter who goes after 

his quarry with the zeal of a thoroughbred 

journalist, and a dedicated academic who ex-

amines and analyzes his catch with relentless 

detachment. Throw in a robust understand-

ing of the impact of contemporary history on 

the behavior of a globalized criminal under-

world and you have both a compelling read 

and an impeccable work of reference.”

—John le Carré

“This is a really terrific book—creative, nu-

anced, well researched, and accessible. Its 

great value is its focus on failed attempts 

at mafia transplantation. This is important 

because it allows Varese to counter some 

of the more hysterical claims about mafia 

penetration of foreign markets put forward 

by attention-seeking academics, journalists, 

and think tanks.”

—Timothy Frye, Columbia University

THE REAL STORY OF MOBSTERS’ GLOBAL 
AMBITIONS AND FAILURES
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SOCIOLOGY ❚ CRIMINOLOGY

The Hoods
Crime and Punishment in West Belfast

Heather Hamill

A distinctive feature of the conflict in Northern Ireland 
over the past forty years has been the way Catholic and 
Protestant paramilitaries have policed their own com-
munities. This has mainly involved the violent punish-
ment of petty criminals involved in joyriding and other 
types of antisocial behavior. Between 1973 and 2007, 
more than 5,000 nonmilitary shootings and assaults 
were attributed to paramilitaries punishing their own 
people. But despite the risk of severe punishment, 
young petty offenders—known locally as “hoods”—
continue to offend, creating a puzzle for the rational 
theory of criminal deterrence. Why do hoods behave in 
ways that invite violent punishment?

In The Hoods, Heather Hamill explains why this 
informal system of policing and punishment devel-
oped and endured and why such harsh punishments 
as beatings, “kneecappings,” and exile have not 
stopped hoods from offending. Drawing on a variety 
of sources, including interviews with perpetrators 
and victims of this violence, the book argues that the 
hoods’ risky offending may amount to a game in which 
hoods gain prestige by displaying hard-to-fake signals 
of toughness to each other. Violent physical punish-
ment feeds into this signaling game, increasing the 
hoods’ status by proving that they have committed se-
rious offenses and can “manfully” take punishment yet 
remained undeterred. A rare combination of frontline 
research and pioneering ideas, The Hoods has impor-
tant implications for our fundamental understanding 
of crime and punishment.

Heather Hamill is university lecturer in sociology at 
the University of Oxford and a fellow of St. Cross Col-
lege, Oxford. She is the coauthor of Streetwise: How 
Taxi Drivers Establish Customers’ Trustworthiness.
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Market Threads
How Cotton Farmers and Traders 

Create a Global Commodity

Koray Çalışkan

What is a global market? How does it work? At a time 
when new crises in world markets cannot be satis-
factorily resolved through old ideas, Market Threads 
presents a detailed analysis of the international cotton 
trade and argues for a novel and groundbreaking 
understanding of global markets. The book examines 
the arrangements, institutions, and power relations 
on which cotton trading and production depend, and 
provides an alternative approach to the analysis of 
pricing mechanisms. 

Drawing upon research from such diverse places 
as the New York Board of Trade and the Turkish and 
Egyptian countrysides, the book explores how market 
agents from peasants to global merchants negotiate, 
accept, reject, resist, reproduce, understand, and mis-
understand a global market. The book demonstrates 
that policymakers and researchers must focus on the 
specific practices of market maintenance in order to 
know how they operate. Markets do not simply emerge 
as a relationship among self-interested buyers and 
sellers, governed by appropriate economic institutions. 
Nor are they just social networks embedded in wider 
economic social structures. Rather, global markets are 
maintained through daily interventions, the produc-
tion of prosthetic prices, and the waging of struggles 
among those who produce and exchange commodi-
ties. The book illustrates the crucial consequences that 
these ideas have on economic reform projects and 
market studies.

Spanning a variety of disciplines, Market Threads 
offers an original look at the world commodity trade and 
revises prevailing explanations for how markets work. 

Koray Çalışkan is assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Political Science and International Relations 
at Boğaziçi University, Istanbul. 
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“An engaging, important, and timely study. 

Hard Line offers the best coverage of this 

period of Republican foreign policy I have 

seen. Through meticulous research, Dueck 

demonstrates the coherence and diversity of 

a uniquely conservative view of international 

affairs just at the moment when the Repub-

lican Party is reexamining and debating its 

foreign policy agenda for the future.”

—Henry R. Nau, George Washington 

University

REPUBLICAN FOREIGN POLICY AND THE 
CONSERVATIVE LEADERS WHO SHAPED IT
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POLITICAL SCIENCE ❚ 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Hard Line
The Republican Party and U.S. Foreign Policy 

since World War II

Colin Dueck

Hard Line traces the history of Republican Party foreign policy 
since World War II by focusing on the conservative leaders who 
shaped it. Colin Dueck closely examines the political careers 
and foreign-policy legacies of Robert Taft, Dwight Eisenhower, 
Barry Goldwater, Richard Nixon, Henry Kissinger, Ronald Rea-
gan, George H. W. Bush, and George W. Bush. He shows how 
Republicans shifted away from isolationism in the years leading 
up to World War II and oscillated between realism and idealism 
during and after the cold war. Yet despite these changes, Dueck 
argues, conservative foreign policy has been characterized by 
a hawkish and intense American nationalism, and presidential 
leadership has been the driving force behind it.

What does the future hold for Republican foreign policy? 
Hard Line demonstrates that the answer depends on who 
becomes the next Republican president. Dueck challenges the 
popular notion that Republican foreign policy today is beholden 
to economic interests or neoconservative ideologues. He 
shows how Republican presidents have been granted remark-
ably wide leeway to define their party’s foreign policy in the 
past, and how the future of conservative foreign policy will 
depend on whether the next Republican president exercises the 
prudence, pragmatism, and care needed to implement hawkish 
foreign policies skillfully and successfully. Hard Line reveals 
how most Republican presidents since World War II have done 
just that, and how their accomplishments can help guide future 
conservative presidents.

Colin Dueck is associate professor of public and international 
affairs at George Mason University. He is the author of Reluc-
tant Crusaders: Power, Culture, and Change in American Grand 
Strategy (Princeton).
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Copublished with the Russell Sage Foundation

Religion and 
Democracy in the 

United States
Danger or Opportunity?

Edited by Alan Wolfe 
& Ira Katznelson

The United States remains a deeply religious country 
and religion plays an inextricably critical role in American 
politics. Controversy over issues such as abortion is 
fueled by opposition in the Catholic Church and among 
conservative Protestants, candidates for the presidency 
are questioned about their religious beliefs, and the 
separation of church and state remains hotly contested. 
While the examination of religion’s influence in politics 
has long been neglected, in the last decade the subject 
has finally garnered the attention it deserves. In Religion 
and Democracy in the United States, prominent scholars 
consider the ways Americans understand the relationship 
between their religious beliefs and the political arena.

This collection, a work of the Task Force on 
Religion and American Democracy of the American 
Political Science Association, thoughtfully explores the 
effects of religion on democracy and contemporary 
partisan politics. Topics include how religious diversity 
affects American democracy, how religion is implicated 
in America’s partisan battles, and how religion affects 
ideas about race, ethnicity, and gender. Surveying what 
we currently know about religion and American poli-
tics, the essays introduce and delve into the range of 
current issues for both specialists and nonspecialists.

In addition to the editors, the contributors are Alli-
son Calhoun-Brown, Rosa DeLauro, Bette Novit Evans, 
James Gibson, John Green, Frederick Harris, Amaney 
Jamal, Geoffrey Layman, David Leal, David Leege, 
Nancy Rosenblum, Kenneth Wald, and Clyde Wilcox.

Alan Wolfe is professor of political science at Boston 
College. Ira Katznelson is the Ruggles Professor of 
Political Science and History at Columbia University. 
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The Clash of Ideas 
in World Politics

Transnational Networks, States, 
and Regime Change, 1510–2010

John M. Owen IV

Some blame the violence and unrest in the Muslim 
world on Islam itself, arguing that the religion and its 
history is inherently bloody. Others blame the United 
States, arguing that American attempts to spread 
democracy by force have destabilized the region, and 
that these efforts are somehow radical or unique. Chal-
lenging these views, The Clash of Ideas in World Politics 
reveals how the Muslim world is in the throes of an 
ideological struggle that extends far beyond the Middle 
East, and how struggles like it have been a recurring 
feature of international relations since the dawn of the 
modern European state.

John Owen examines more than two hundred 
cases of forcible regime promotion over the past five 
centuries, offering the first systematic study of this 
common state practice. He looks at conflicts between 
Catholicism and Protestantism between 1520 and the 
1680s; republicanism and monarchy between 1770 and 
1850; and communism, fascism, and liberal democracy 
from 1917 until the late 1980s. He shows how regime 
promotion can follow regime unrest in the eventual 
target state or a war involving a great power, and how 
this can provoke elites across states to polarize ac-
cording to ideology. Owen traces how conflicts arise 
and ultimately fade as one ideology wins favor with 
more elites in more countries, and he demonstrates 
how the struggle between secularism and Islamism in 
Muslim countries today reflects broader transnational 
trends in world history.

John M. Owen IV is associate professor of politics at 
the University of Virginia. 

Princeton Studies in International History and Politics
G. John Ikenberry and Marc Trachtenberg, Series Editors



Political Science  91

DECEMBER

Paper $32.50S
978-0-691-14736-9

Cloth  $80.00S
978-0-691-14734-5

344 pages. 1 line illus. 6 x 9.

POLITICAL SCIENCE ❚ LAW

The Limits of 
Constitutional 

Democracy

Edited by Jeffrey K. Tulis & 
Stephen Macedo

Constitutional democracy is at once a flourishing idea 
filled with optimism and promise—and an enterprise 
fraught with limitations. Uncovering the reasons for 
this ambivalence, this book looks at the difficulties of 
constitutional democracy, and reexamines fundamen-
tal questions: What is constitutional democracy? When 
does it succeed or fail? Can constitutional democra-
cies conduct war? Can they preserve their values and 
institutions while addressing new forms of global 
interdependence? The authors gathered here inter-
rogate constitutional democracy’s meaning in order to 
illuminate its future.

The book examines key themes—the issues of 
constitutional failure; the problem of emergency power 
and whether constitutions should be suspended when 
emergencies arise; the dilemmas faced when consti-
tutions provide and restrict executive power during 
wartime; and whether constitutions can adapt to such 
globalization challenges as immigration, religious 
resurgence, and nuclear arms proliferation. 

In addition to the editors, the contributors are 
Sotirios Barber, Joseph Bessette, Mark Brandon, Daniel 
Deudney, Christopher Eisgruber, James Fleming, Wil-
liam Harris II, Ran Hirschl, Gary Jacobsohn, Benjamin 
Kleinerman, Jan-Werner Müller, Kim Scheppele, Rogers 
Smith, Adrian Vermeule, and Mariah Zeisberg. 

Jeffrey K. Tulis is associate professor of government at 
the University of Texas, Austin. His books include The 
Rhetorical Presidency (Princeton). Stephen Macedo is the 
Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor of Politics at Princeton 
University. His books include Democracy at Risk.

University Center for Human Values
Charles R. Beitz, Series Editor

SEPTEMBER

Paper  $27.95S
978-0-691-14382-8

Cloth  $70.00S
978-0-691-14381-1

280 pages. 4 line illus. 6 tables. 6 x 9.

POLITICAL SCIENCE ❚ LAW

The Litigation State
Public Regulation and Private Lawsuits 

in the United States

Sean Farhang

Of the 1.65 million lawsuits enforcing federal laws 
over the past decade, 3 percent were prosecuted 
by the federal government, while 97 percent were 
litigated by private parties. When and why did private 
plaintiff-driven litigation become a dominant model 
for enforcing federal regulation? The Litigation State 
shows how government legislation created the na-
tion’s reliance upon private litigation, and investigates 
why Congress would choose to mobilize, through 
statutory design, private lawsuits to implement fed-
eral statutes. Sean Farhang argues that such private 
lawsuits are deliberately cultivated by Congress partly 
as a means of enforcing its will over the resistance of 
opposing presidents. 

Farhang reveals that private lawsuits, function-
ing as an enforcement resource, are a profoundly 
important component of American state capacity. 
He demonstrates how the distinctive institutional 
structure of the American state—particularly conflict 
between Congress and the president over control of 
the bureaucracy—encourages Congress to incentivize 
private lawsuits. Congress thereby achieves regulatory 
aims through a decentralized army of private lawyers, 
rather than by well-staffed bureaucracies under the 
president’s influence. The historical development of 
ideological polarization between Congress and the 
president since the late 1960s has been a powerful 
cause of the explosion of private lawsuits enforcing 
federal law over the same period. 

Sean Farhang is assistant professor in the Goldman 
School of Public Policy at the University of California, 
Berkeley.

Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, 
International, and Comparative Perspectives

Ira Katznelson, Martin Shefter, and Theda Skocpol, Series Editors



92  Political Science

JANUARY

Cloth  $39.95S
978-0-691-12995-2

224 pages. 6 line illus. 9 tables. 6 x 9.

POLITICAL SCIENCE ❚ PUBLIC POLICY

The Blame Game
Spin, Bureaucracy, and 

Self-Preservation in Government

Christopher Hood

The blame game, with its finger-pointing and mutual 
buck-passing, is a familiar feature of politics and orga-
nizational life, and blame avoidance pervades govern-
ment and public organizations at every level. Political 
and bureaucratic blame games and blame avoidance 
are more often condemned than analyzed. In The 
Blame Game, Christopher Hood takes a different ap-
proach by showing how blame avoidance shapes the 
workings of government and public services. Arguing 
that the blaming phenomenon is not all bad, Hood 
demonstrates that it can actually help to pin down re-
sponsibility, and he examines different kinds of blame 
avoidance, both positive and negative.

Hood traces how the main forms of blame avoid-
ance manifest themselves in presentational and “spin” 
activity, the architecture of organizations, and the shap-
ing of standard operating routines. He analyzes the 
scope and limits of blame avoidance, and he considers 
how it plays out in old and new areas, such as those 
offered by the digital age of Web sites and e-mail. Hood 
assesses the effects of this behavior, from high-level 
problems of democratic accountability trails going cold 
to the frustrations of dealing with organizations whose 
procedures seem to ensure that no one is responsible 
for anything. 

Delving into the inner workings of complex 
institutions, The Blame Game proves how a better 
understanding of blame avoidance can improve the 
quality of modern governance, management, and 
organizational design.

Christopher Hood is the Gladstone Professor of 
Government at All Souls College, Oxford. His books 
include The Limits of Administration, The Tools of Gov-
ernment, and The Art of the State.
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A Behavioral Theory 
of Elections

Jonathan Bendor, 
Daniel Diermeier, David A. Siegel 

& Michael M. Ting

Most theories of elections assume that voters and po-
litical actors are fully rational. While these formulations 
produce many insights, they also generate anomalies—
most famously, about turnout. The rise of behavioral 
economics has posed new challenges to the premise 
of rationality. This groundbreaking book provides a be-
havioral theory of elections based on the notion that all 
actors—politicians as well as voters—are only bound-
edly rational. The theory posits learning via trial-and-
error: actions that surpass an actor’s aspiration level 
are more likely to be used in the future, while those that 
fall short are less likely to be tried later on.

Based on this idea of adaptation, the authors 
construct formal models of party competition, turnout, 
and voters’ choices of candidates. These models pre-
dict substantial turnout levels, voters sorting into par-
ties, and winning parties adopting centrist platforms. 
In multiparty elections, voters are able to coordinate 
vote choices on majority-preferred candidates, while all 
candidates garner significant vote shares. Overall, the 
behavioral theory and its models produce macroimpli-
cations consistent with the data on elections, and they 
use plausible microassumptions about the cognitive 
capacities of politicians and voters. A computational 
model accompanies the book and can be used as a 
tool for further research.

Jonathan Bendor is the Walter and Elise Haas Profes-
sor of Political Economics and Organizations at Stan-
ford University. Daniel Diermeier is the IBM Professor 
of Regulation and Competitive Practice and professor 
of managerial economics and decision sciences at 
Northwestern University. David A. Siegel is assistant 
professor of political science at Florida State Univer-
sity. Michael M. Ting is associate professor of political 
science and public affairs at Columbia University. 
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“In The Imperative of Integration, Elizabeth 

Anderson expertly blends social science 

research, moral philosophy, and political 

theory to make a lucid, compelling, and 

impassioned case for the desegregation of 

American society. Decades after the passage 

of landmark civil rights legislation, Ameri-

can neighborhoods and schools remain 

highly segregated by race. This clear moral 

statement of the urgent need for integration 

is long overdue and should be read carefully 

by all Americans.”

—Douglas S. Massey, coauthor of American 

Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of 

the Underclass

A POWERFUL NEW ARGUMENT FOR 
REVIVING THE IDEAL OF RACIAL INTEGRATION
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The Imperative 
of Integration

Elizabeth Anderson

More than forty years have passed since Congress, in response 
to the Civil Rights Movement, enacted sweeping antidiscrimi-
nation laws in the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968. As a signal 
achievement of that legacy, in 2008, Americans elected their 
first African American president. Some would argue that we 
have finally arrived at a postracial America, but The Imperative 
of Integration indicates otherwise. Elizabeth Anderson dem-
onstrates that, despite progress toward racial equality, African 
Americans remain disadvantaged on virtually all measures of 
well-being. Segregation remains a key cause of these problems, 
and Anderson skillfully shows why racial integration is needed 
to address these issues. Weaving together extensive social sci-
ence findings—in economics, sociology, and psychology—with 
political theory, this book provides a compelling argument for 
reviving the ideal of racial integration to overcome injustice and 
inequality, and to build a better democracy.

Considering the effects of segregation and integration 
across multiple social arenas, Anderson exposes the deficien-
cies of racial views on both the right and the left. She reveals 
the limitations of conservative explanations for black disadvan-
tage in terms of cultural pathology within the black community 
and explains why color blindness is morally misguided. Multi-
cultural celebrations of group differences are also not enough 
to solve our racial problems. Anderson provides a distinctive 
rationale for affirmative action as a tool for promoting integra-
tion, and explores how integration can be practiced beyond 
affirmative action.

Offering an expansive model for practicing political 
philosophy in close collaboration with the social sciences, this 
book is a trenchant examination of how racial integration can 
lead to a more robust and responsive democracy.

Elizabeth Anderson is the John Rawls Collegiate Professor of 
Philosophy and Women’s Studies at the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor. She is the author of Value in Ethics and Economics.
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The Propriety 
of Liberty

Persons, Passions, and Judgement 
in Modern Political Thought

Duncan Kelly

In this book, Duncan Kelly excavates, from the history 
of modern political thought, a largely forgotten claim 
about liberty as a form of propriety. By rethinking the 
intellectual and historical foundations of modern ac-
counts of freedom, he brings into focus how this major 
vision of liberty developed between the seventeenth 
and the nineteenth centuries. 

In his framework, celebrated political writers, 
including John Locke, Montesquieu, Adam Smith, 
John Stuart Mill, and Thomas Hill Green pursue the 
claim that freedom is best understood as a form of 
responsible agency or propriety, and they do so by 
reconciling key moral and philosophical claims with 
classical and contemporary political theory. Their ap-
proach broadly assumes that only those persons who 
appropriately regulate their conduct can be thought of 
as free and responsible. At the same time, however, 
they recognize that such internal forms of self-propri-
ety must be judged within the wider context of social 
and political life. Kelly shows how the intellectual and 
practical demands of such a synthesis require these 
great writers to consider freedom as part of a broader 
set of arguments about the nature of personhood, the 
potentially irrational impact of the passions, and the 
obstinate problems of individual and political judge-
ment. By exploring these relationships, The Propriety 
of Liberty not only revises the intellectual history of 
modern political thought, but also sheds light on con-
temporary debates about freedom and agency.

Duncan Kelly is university senior lecturer in political 
theory in the Department of Politics and International 
Relations, University of Cambridge, and fellow of Jesus 
College, Cambridge. He is the author of The State of 
the Political.
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The Real World of 
Democratic Theory

Ian Shapiro

In this book Ian Shapiro develops and extends argu-
ments that have established him as one of today’s 
leading democratic theorists. Shapiro is hardheaded 
about the realities of politics and power, and the dif-
ficulties of fighting injustice and oppression. Yet he 
makes a compelling case that democracy’s legitimacy 
depends on pressing it into the service of resisting 
domination, and that democratic theorists must rise 
to the occasion of fashioning the necessary tools. That 
vital agenda motivates the arguments of this book.

Tracing modern democracy’s roots to John Locke 
and the American founders, Shapiro shows that they 
saw more deeply into the dynamics of democratic poli-
tics than have many of their successors. Drawing on 
Lockean and Madisonian insights, Shapiro evaluates 
democracy’s changing global fortunes over the past 
two decades. He also shows how elusive democracy 
can be by exploring the contrast between its suc-
cessful establishment in South Africa and its failures 
elsewhere—particularly the Middle East. Shapiro spells 
out the implications of his account for long-standing 
debates about public opinion, judicial review, abortion, 
and inherited wealth—as well as more recent preoc-
cupations with globalization, national security, and 
international terrorism.

Scholars, students, and democratic activists will 
all learn from Shapiro’s trenchant account of democ-
racy’s foundations, its history, and its contemporary 
challenges. They will also find his distinctive demo-
cratic vision both illuminating and appealing.

Ian Shapiro is the Sterling Professor of Political Sci-
ence at Yale University. Among his many books are 
Containment: Rebuilding a Strategy against Global Ter-
ror and The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences 
(both Princeton). 



Tough Choices
Structured Paternalism and the 

Landscape of Choice

Sigal R. Ben-Porath

To what extent should government be permitted to 
intervene in personal choices? In grappling with this 
question, liberal theory seeks to balance individual 
liberty with the advancement of collective goals such 
as equality. Too often, however, society’s obligation to 
provide meaningful opportunities is overshadowed by 
its commitment to personal freedom. Tough Choices 
charts a middle course between freedom-oriented 
anti-interventionism and equality-oriented social 
welfare, presenting a way to structure choices that 
equalize opportunities while protecting the freedom of 
individuals to choose among them.

Drawing on insights from behavioral economics, 
psychology, and educational theory, Sigal Ben-Porath 
makes the case for structured paternalism, which is 
based on the understanding that state intervention 
is often inevitable, and that therefore theorists and 
policymakers must focus on the extent to which it 
can productively be applied, as well as on the forms 
it should take in different social domains. Ben-Porath 
explores how structured paternalism can play a role 
in providing equal opportunities for individual choice 
in an array of personal and social contexts, including 
the intimate lives of adults, parent-child relationships, 
school choice, and intercultural relations.

Tough Choices demonstrates how structured pa-
ternalism can inform more egalitarian social policies, 
ones that acknowledge personal, social, and cultural 
differences as well as the challenges all individuals 
may face when they make a choice.

Sigal R. Ben-Porath is assistant professor at the 
Graduate School of Education and special assistant to 
the president at the University of Pennsylvania. She is 
the author of Citizenship under Fire: Democratic Educa-
tion in Times of Conflict (Princeton).
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Democratic 
Governance

Mark Bevir

Democratic Governance examines the changing nature 
of the modern state and reveals the dangers these 
changes pose to democracy. Mark Bevir shows how 
new ideas about governance have gradually displaced 
old-style notions of government in Britain and around 
the world. Policymakers cling to outdated concepts 
of representative government while at the same time 
placing ever more faith in expertise, markets, and 
networks. Democracy exhibits blurred lines of account-
ability and declining legitimacy.

Bevir explores how new theories of governance 
undermined traditional government in the twenti-
eth century. Politicians responded by erecting great 
bureaucracies, increasingly relying on policy expertise 
and abstract notions of citizenship and, more recently, 
on networks of quasi-governmental and private or-
ganizations to deliver services using market-oriented 
techniques. Today, the state is an unwieldy edifice of 
nineteenth-century government buttressed by a sprawl-
ing substructure devoted to the very different idea of 
governance—and democracy has suffered.

In Democratic Governance, Bevir takes a com-
prehensive look at governance and the history and 
thinking behind it. He provides in-depth case studies 
of constitutional reform, judicial reform, joined-up 
government, and police reform. He argues that the 
best hope for democratic renewal lies in more interpre-
tive styles of expertise, dialogic forms of policymaking, 
and more diverse avenues for public participation.

Mark Bevir is professor of political science at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. His books include Key 
Concepts in Governance and New Labour: A Critique.
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Liberating Judgment
Fanatics, Skeptics, and John Locke’s 

Politics of Probability

Douglas John Casson

Examining the social and political upheavals that 
characterized the collapse of public judgment in early 
modern Europe, Liberating Judgment offers a unique 
account of the achievement of liberal democracy and 
self-government. The book argues that the work of 
John Locke instills a civic judgment that avoids the 
excesses of corrosive skepticism and dogmatic fanati-
cism, which lead to either political acquiescence or 
irresolvable conflict. Locke changes the way political 
power is assessed by replacing deteriorating vocabu-
laries of legitimacy with a new language of justification 
informed by a conception of probability. For Locke, the 
coherence and viability of liberal self-government rests 
not on unassailable principles or institutions, but on 
the capacity of citizens to embrace probable judgment.

The book explores the breakdown of the medi-
eval understanding of knowledge and opinion, and 
considers how Montaigne’s skepticism and Descartes’ 
rationalism—interconnected responses to the crisis—
involved a pragmatic submission to absolute rule. 
Locke endorses this response early on, but moves 
away from it when he encounters a notion of reason-
ableness based on probable judgment. In his mature 
writings, Locke instructs his readers to govern their 
faculties and intellectual yearnings in accordance with 
this new standard as well as a vocabulary of justifica-
tion that might cultivate a self-government of free and 
equal individuals. The success of Locke’s arguments 
depends upon citizens’ willingness to take up the labor 
of judgment in situations where absolute certainty can-
not be achieved.

Douglas John Casson is assistant professor of political 
science at St. Olaf College.
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POLITICAL THEORY ❚ LAW

The Judge as 
Political Theorist

Contemporary Constitutional Review

David Robertson

The Judge as Political Theorist examines opinions by 
constitutional courts in liberal democracies to better 
understand the logic and nature of constitutional 
review. David Robertson argues that the constitutional 
judge’s role is nothing like that of the legislator or 
chief executive, or even the ordinary judge. Rather, 
constitutional judges spell out to society the impli-
cations—on the ground—of the moral and practical 
commitments embodied in the nation’s constitution. 
Constitutional review, in other words, is a form of ap-
plied political theory.

Robertson takes an in-depth look at constitu-
tional decision making in Germany, France, the Czech 
Republic, Poland, Hungary, Canada, and South Africa, 
with comparisons throughout to the United States, 
where constitutional review originated. He also tackles 
perhaps the most vexing problem in constitutional law 
today—how and when to limit the rights of citizens 
in order to govern. As traditional institutions of moral 
authority have lost power, constitutional judges have 
stepped into the breach, radically altering traditional 
understandings of what courts can and should do. 
Robertson demonstrates how constitutions are more 
than mere founding documents laying down the law 
of the land, but increasingly have become statements 
of the values and principles a society seeks to embody. 
Constitutional judges, in turn, see it as their mission to 
transform those values into political practice and push 
for state and society to live up to their ideals.

David Robertson is professor of politics and a fellow 
of St. Hugh’s College, University of Oxford. His books 
include A Dictionary of Human Rights and Judicial 
Discretion in the House of Lords.
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“This is a masterpiece. Scott Soames’s work 

on these topics defines orthodoxy in con-

temporary philosophy, and having that work 

distilled into a single volume is enormously 

valuable. The first half of the book also 

contains the best analysis and explication 

yet written of the past century of work in the 

philosophy of language. I’m looking forward 

to teaching the subject again just so I can 

use this book.”

—Jeff Speaks, University of Notre Dame

“This is a very fine overview of philosophy of 

language from the late nineteenth century 

to the present. It discusses all the important 

issues with great lucidity. The treatment of 

technical material so as to make it accessible 

to the uninitiated is masterful. In short, this 

is an absolutely first-rate book. I have no 

doubt that it will be very widely read.” 

—Jeffrey King, Rutgers University
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PHILOSOPHY

Philosophy of Language

Scott Soames

In this book one of the world’s foremost philosophers of 
language presents his unifying vision of the field—its principal 
achievements, its most pressing current questions, and its 
most promising future directions. In addition to explaining the 
progress philosophers have made toward creating a theoretical 
framework for the study of language, Scott Soames investigates 
foundational concepts—such as truth, reference, and mean-
ing—that are central to the philosophy of language and impor-
tant to philosophy as whole. The first part of the book describes 
how philosophers from Frege, Russell, Tarski, and Carnap to 
Kripke, Kaplan, and Montague developed precise techniques 
for understanding the languages of logic and mathematics, and 
how these techniques have been refined and extended to the 
study of natural human languages. The book then builds on 
this account, exploring new thinking about propositions, pos-
sibility, and the relationship between meaning, assertion, and 
other aspects of language use.

An invaluable overview of the philosophy of language by 
one of its most important practitioners, this book will be essen-
tial reading for all serious students of philosophy. 

Scott Soames is professor of philosophy at the University of 
Southern California. His many books include What Is Mean-
ing? (see page 98), Philosophical Essays, Reference and De-
scription, and Philosophical Analysis in the Twentieth Century 
(all Princeton).

Princeton Foundations of Contemporary Philosophy
Scott Soames, Series Editor



The Soochow University Lectures in Philosophy are given annually at Soochow University in Taiwan by 
leading international figures in contemporary analytic philosophy.

Knowing Full Well

Ernest Sosa

In this book, Ernest Sosa explains the nature of 
knowledge through an approach originated by him 
years ago, known as virtue epistemology. Here he 
provides the first comprehensive account of his views 
on epistemic normativity as a form of performance 
normativity on two levels. On a first level is found the 
normativity of the apt performance, whose success 
manifests the performer’s competence. On a higher 
level is found the normativity of the meta-apt perfor-
mance, which manifests not necessarily first-order skill 
or competence but rather the reflective good judgment 
required for proper risk assessment. Sosa develops 
this bi-level account in multiple ways, by applying 
it to issues much disputed in recent epistemology: 
epistemic agency, how knowledge is normatively relat-
ed to action, the knowledge norm of assertion, and the 
Meno problem as to how knowledge exceeds merely 
true belief. A full chapter is devoted to how experience 
should be understood if it is to figure in the epistemic 
competence that must be manifest in the truth of any 
belief apt enough to constitute knowledge. Another 
takes up the epistemology of testimony from the 
performance-theoretic perspective. Two other chapters 
are dedicated to comparisons with ostensibly rival 
views, such as classical internalist foundationalism, 
a knowledge-first view, and attributor contextualism. 
The book concludes with a defense of the epistemic 
circularity inherent in meta-aptness and thereby in the 
full aptness of knowing full well.

Ernest Sosa is the Board of Governors Professor of 
Philosophy at Rutgers University. 

Soochow University Lectures in Philosophy
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What Is Meaning?

Scott Soames

The tradition descending from Frege and Russell has 
typically treated theories of meaning either as theories 
of meanings (propositions expressed), or as theories of 
truth conditions. However, propositions of the classical 
sort don’t exist, and truth conditions can’t provide all 
the information required by a theory of meaning. In 
this book, one of the world’s leading philosophers of 
language offers a way out of this dilemma.

Traditionally conceived, propositions are denizens 
of a “third realm” beyond mind and matter, “grasped” 
by mysterious Platonic intuition. As conceived 
here, they are cognitive-event types in which agents 
predicate properties and relations of things—in 
using language, in perception, and in nonlinguistic 
thought. Because of this, one’s acquaintance with, and 
knowledge of, propositions is acquaintance with, and 
knowledge of, events of one’s cognitive life. This view 
also solves the problem of “the unity of the proposi-
tion” by explaining how propositions can be genuinely 
representational, and therefore bearers of truth. The 
problem, in the traditional conception, is that sen-
tences, utterances, and mental states are representa-
tional because of the relations they bear to inherently 
representational Platonic complexes of universals and 
particulars. Since we have no way of understanding 
how such structures can be representational, indepen-
dent of interpretations placed on them by agents, the 
problem is unsolvable when so conceived. However, 
when propositions are taken to be cognitive-event 
types, the order of explanation is reversed and a natu-
ral solution emerges. Propositions are representational 
because they are constitutively related to inherently 
representational cognitive acts.

Scott Soames is professor of philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Southern California. 
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PSYCHOLOGY

Freud, the Reluctant 
Philosopher

Alfred I. Tauber

Freud began university intending to study both medi-
cine and philosophy. But he was ambivalent about 
philosophy, regarding it as metaphysical, too limited to 
the conscious mind, and ignorant of empirical knowl-
edge. Yet his private correspondence and his writings 
on culture and history reveal that he never forsook 
his original philosophical ambitions. Indeed, while 
Freud remained firmly committed to positivist ideals, 
his thought was thoroughly permeated with other 
aspects of German philosophy. Placed in dialogue 
with his intellectual contemporaries, Freud appears 
as a reluctant philosopher who failed to recognize his 
own metaphysical commitments, thereby crippling 
the defense of his theory and misrepresenting his true 
achievement. Recasting Freud as an inspired humanist 
and reconceiving psychoanalysis as a form of moral in-
quiry, Alfred Tauber argues that Freudianism still offers 
a rich approach to self-inquiry, one that reaffirms the 
enduring task of philosophy and many of the abiding 
ethical values of Western civilization.

Alfred I. Tauber is professor of philosophy and 
the Zoltan Kohn Professor of Medicine at Boston 
University, where he is also director of the Center for 
Philosophy and History of Science. His books include 
Science and the Quest for Meaning, Patient Autonomy 
and the Ethics of Responsibility, and Henry David Tho-
reau and the Moral Agency of Knowing.
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Essays on 
Giordano Bruno

Hilary Gatti

This book gathers wide-ranging essays on the Italian 
Renaissance philosopher and cosmologist Giordano 
Bruno by one of the world’s leading authorities on his 
work and life. Many of these essays were originally 
written in Italian and appear here in English for the 
first time. Bruno (1548–1600) is principally famous 
as a proponent of heliocentrism, the infinity of the 
universe, and the plurality of worlds. But his work 
spanned the sciences and humanities, sometimes 
touching the borders of the occult, and Hilary Gatti’s 
essays richly reflect this diversity. 

The book is divided into sections that address 
three broad subjects: the relationship between Bruno 
and the new science, the history of his reception in 
English culture, and the principal characteristics of his 
natural philosophy. A final essay examines why this 
advocate of a “tranquil universal philosophy” ended up 
being burned at the stake as a heretic by the Roman 
Inquisition. While the essays take many different ap-
proaches, they are united by a number of assumptions: 
that, although well versed in magic, Bruno cannot be 
defined primarily as a Renaissance Magus; that his 
aim was to articulate a new philosophy of nature; and 
that his thought, while based on ancient and medieval 
sources, represented a radical rupture with the philo-
sophical schools of the past, forging a path toward the 
flowering of a new modernity.

Hilary Gatti taught for many years at the University 
of Rome, La Sapienza. Her books include Giordano 
Bruno and Renaissance Science and The Renaissance 
Drama of Knowledge: Giordano Bruno in England. She 
is also the editor of Giordano Bruno: Philosopher of 
the Renaissance.
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Hegel on 
Self-Consciousness

Desire and Death in the Phenomenology of Spirit

Robert B. Pippin

In the most influential chapter of his most important 
philosophical work, the Phenomenology of Spirit, 
Hegel makes the central and disarming assertions that 
“self-consciousness is desire itself” and that it attains 
its “satisfaction” only in another self-consciousness. 
Hegel on Self-Consciousness presents a groundbreaking 
new interpretation of these revolutionary claims, trac-
ing their roots to Kant’s philosophy and demonstrating 
their continued relevance for contemporary thought.

As Robert Pippin shows, Hegel argues that we 
must understand Kant’s account of the self-conscious 
nature of consciousness as a claim in practical 
philosophy, and that therefore we need radically dif-
ferent views of human sentience, the conditions of 
our knowledge of the world, and the social nature of 
subjectivity and normativity. Pippin explains why this 
chapter of Hegel’s Phenomenology should be seen as 
the basis of much later continental philosophy and the 
Marxist, neo-Marxist, and critical-theory traditions. He 
also contrasts his own interpretation of Hegel’s asser-
tions with influential interpretations of the chapter put 
forward by philosophers John McDowell and Robert 
Brandom.

Robert B. Pippin is the Evelyn Stefansson Nef Distin-
guished Service Professor in the John U. Nef Com-
mittee on Social Thought and in the Department of 
Philosophy at the University of Chicago. His books 
include Hegel’s Practical Philosophy: Rational Agency as 
Ethical Life and Henry James and Modern Moral Life.

Princeton Monographs in Philosophy
Harry G. Frankfurt, Series Editor
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Michael Oakeshott’s 
Skepticism

Aryeh Botwinick

The English philosopher Michael Oakeshott (1901–
1990) is known as a conservative who rejected philo-
sophically ambitious rationalism and the grand political 
ideologies of the twentieth century on the grounds that 
no human ideas have ultimately reliable foundations. 
Instead, he embraced tradition and habit as the guides 
to moral and political life. In this brief book, Aryeh 
Botwinick presents an original account of Oakeshott’s 
skepticism about foundations, an account that newly 
reveals the unity of his thought. 

Botwinick argues that, despite Oakeshott’s 
pragmatic conservatism, his rejection of all-embracing 
intellectual projects made him a friend to liberal 
individualism and an ally of what would become 
postmodern antifoundationalism. Oakeshott’s skepti-
cism even extended paradoxically to skepticism about 
skepticism itself and is better described as a “general-
ized agnosticism.” Properly conceived and translated, 
this agnosticism ultimately evolves into mysticism, 
which becomes a bridge linking philosophy and reli-
gion. Botwinick explains and develops this strategy of 
interpretation and then shows how it illuminates and 
unifies the diverse strands of Oakeshott’s thought in 
the philosophy of religion, metaphysics, epistemol-
ogy, political theory, philosophy of personal identity, 
philosophy of law, and philosophy of history.

Aryeh Botwinick is professor of political science at 
Temple University. He is the author of Skepticism, 
Belief, and the Modern; Postmodernism and Democratic 
Theory; and Skepticism and Political Participation.

Princeton Monographs in Philosophy
Harry G. Frankfurt, Series Editor
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Running the 
World’s Markets

The Governance of Financial Infrastructure

Ruben Lee

The efficiency, safety, and soundness of financial 
markets depend on the operation of core infrastruc-
ture—exchanges, central counter-parties, and central 
securities depositories. How these institutions are gov-
erned critically affects their performance. Yet, despite 
their importance, there is little certainty, still less a 
global consensus, about their governance. Running 
the World’s Markets examines how markets are, and 
should be, run.

Utilizing a wide variety of arguments and exam-
ples from throughout the world, Ruben Lee identifies 
and evaluates the similarities and differences between 
exchanges, central counter-parties, and central securi-
ties depositories. Drawing on knowledge and experi-
ence from various disciplines, including business, 
economics, finance, law, politics, and regulation, Lee 
employs a range of methodologies to tackle different 
goals. Conceptual analysis is used to examine theoreti-
cal issues, survey evidence to describe key aspects of 
how market infrastructure institutions are governed 
and regulated globally, and case studies to detail the 
particular situations and decisions at specific institu-
tions. The combination of these approaches provides a 
unique and rich foundation for evaluating the complex 
issues raised.

Lee analyzes efficient forms of governance, how 
regulatory powers should be allocated, and whether 
regulatory intervention in governance is desirable. He 
presents guidelines for identifying the optimal gover-
nance model for any market infrastructure institution 
within the context of its specific environment.

Running the World’s Markets provides a definitive 
and peerless reference for how to govern and regulate 
financial markets.

Ruben Lee is CEO of Oxford Finance Group. He was 
a fellow of Nuffield College, University of Oxford, and 
worked for Salomon Brothers International. He is the 
author of What is an Exchange?
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Wilhelm Dilthey: 
Selected Works, 

Volume II
Understanding the Human World

Wilhelm Dilthey
Edited by Rudolf A. Makkreel & Frithjof Rodi

This is the second volume in a six-volume translation 
of the major writings of Wilhelm Dilthey (1833–1911), 
a philosopher and historian of culture who contin-
ues to have a significant influence on Continental 
philosophy and a broad range of scholarly disciplines. 
In addition to his landmark works on the theories of 
history and the human sciences, Dilthey made impor-
tant contributions to hermeneutics, phenomenology, 
aesthetics, psychology, and the methodology of the 
social sciences.

This volume presents Dilthey’s main theoreti-
cal works from the 1890s. It contains “The Origin of 
Our Belief in the Reality of the External World,” which 
argues that our engagement with the world is rooted 
in our practical drives, and “Life and Cognition,” which 
examines the main categories whereby we organize 
our experience of life. Also included are the influential 
“Ideas for a Descriptive and Analytic Psychology” and 
“Contributions to the Study of Individuality.”

Rudolf A. Makkreel is the Charles Howard Candler 
Professor of Philosophy at Emory University and the 
author of Dilthey: Philosopher of the Human Studies 
(Princeton). Frithjof Rodi is professor emeritus of 
philosophy at Ruhr-Universität Bochum and one of the 
editors of Dilthey’s Gesammelte Schriften. 
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Economics Evolving
A History of Economic Thought

Agnar Sandmo

In clear, nontechnical language, this introductory textbook 
describes the history of economic thought, focusing on the 
development of economic theory from Adam Smith’s Wealth of 
Nations to the late twentieth century. 

The text concentrates on the most important figures in the 
history of economics, from Smith, Thomas Robert Malthus, 
David Ricardo, John Stuart Mill, and Karl Marx in the classical 
period to John Maynard Keynes and the leading economists of 
the postwar era, such as John Hicks, Milton Friedman, and Paul 
Samuelson. It describes the development of theories concern-
ing prices and markets, money and the price level, population 
and capital accumulation, and the choice between socialism 
and the market economy. The book examines how important 
economists have reflected on the sometimes conflicting goals 
of efficient resource use and socially acceptable income distri-
bution. It also provides sketches of the lives and times of the 
major economists.

Economics Evolving repeatedly shows how apparently 
simple ideas that are now taken for granted were at one time 
at the cutting edge of economics research. For example, the 
demand curve that today’s students probably get to know dur-
ing their first economics lecture was originally drawn by one of 
the most innovative theorists in the history of the subject. The 
book demonstrates not only how the study of economics has 
progressed over the course of its history, but also that it is still 
a developing science. 

Agnar Sandmo is professor emeritus of economics at the Nor-
wegian School of Economics and Business Administration. He 
is the author of The Public Economics of the Environment. 

 “Agnar Sandmo has long been renowned, 

not only for his deep and insightful research 

in public economics, but also for his ex-

ceptionally clear and simple writing. I am 

delighted that this top-ranking thinker and 

expositor has turned his attention to the 

history of economic thought. Students and 

practitioners alike have much to learn and 

enjoy in this book.”

—Avinash Dixit, Princeton University

“This scholarly, authoritative, and lucid 

survey of the history of economic thought 

should be required reading for every student 

of economics, and can be read with profit 

and pleasure by professional economists 

and interested noneconomists alike. The 

book gives just the right amount of detail 

on the lives and contributions of the great 

economists, and its most striking achieve-

ment lies in its beautifully clear explanations 

of even the most complex ideas, without 

recourse to equations or jargon.”

—Ray Rees, University of Munich

THE HISTORY OF ECONOMICs FROM 
ADAM SMITH TO PAUL SAMUELSON
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“Darrell Duffie is one of the leading experts 

on the problem of large-bank failures. He 

focuses on issues not addressed elsewhere, 

but which are being talked about every-

where. This book scores in a big way.”

—Viral V. Acharya, New York University
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How Big Banks Fail, 
and What to Do about It

Darrell Duffie

Dealer banks—that is, large banks that deal in securities and 
derivatives, such as J. P. Morgan and Goldman Sachs—are of a 
size and complexity that sharply distinguish them from typical 
commercial banks. When they fail, as we saw in the global fi-
nancial crisis, they pose significant risks to our financial system 
and the world economy. How Big Banks Fail, and What to Do 
about It examines how these banks collapse and how we can 
prevent the need to bail them out.

In sharp, clinical detail, Darrell Duffie walks readers 
step-by-step through the mechanics of large-bank failures. He 
identifies where the cracks first appear when a dealer bank is 
weakened by severe trading losses, and demonstrates how the 
bank’s relationships with its customers and business partners 
abruptly change when its solvency is threatened. As others seek 
to reduce their exposure to the dealer bank, the bank is forced 
to signal its strength by using up its slim stock of remain-
ing liquid capital. Duffie shows how the key mechanisms in a 
dealer bank’s collapse—such as Lehman Brothers’ failure in 
2008—derive from special institutional frameworks and regula-
tions that influence the flight of short-term secured creditors, 
hedge-fund clients, derivatives counterparties, and most devas-
tatingly, the loss of clearing and settlement services.

How Big Banks Fail, and What to Do about It reveals why 
today’s regulatory and institutional frameworks for mitigat-
ing large-bank failures don’t address the special risks to our 
financial system that are posed by dealer banks, and outlines 
the improvements in regulations and market institutions that 
are needed to address these systemic risks.

Darrell Duffie is the Dean Witter Distinguished Professor of 
Finance at Stanford University’s Graduate School of Business. 
He is the author of Dynamic Asset Pricing Theory and the co-
author of Credit Risk: Pricing, Measurement, and Management 
(both Princeton).
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What Are 
Gamma-Ray Bursts?

Joshua Bloom

Gamma-ray bursts are the brightest—and, until recently, 
among the least understood—cosmic events in the universe. 
Discovered by chance during the cold war, these evanescent 
high-energy explosions confounded astronomers for decades. 
But a rapid series of startling breakthroughs beginning in 1997 
revealed that the majority of gamma-ray bursts are caused by 
the explosions of young and massive stars in the vast star-
forming cauldrons of distant galaxies. New findings also point 
to very different origins for some events, serving to compli-
cate but enrich our understanding of the exotic and violent 
universe. What Are Gamma-Ray Bursts? is a succinct introduc-
tion to this fast-growing subject, written by an astrophysicist 
who is at the forefront of today’s research into these incredible 
cosmic phenomena.

Joshua Bloom gives readers a concise and accessible 
overview of gamma-ray bursts and the theoretical framework 
that physicists have developed to make sense of complex 
observations across the electromagnetic spectrum. He traces 
the history of remarkable discoveries that led to our current un-
derstanding of gamma-ray bursts, and reveals the decisive role 
these phenomena could play in the grand pursuits of twenty-
first century astrophysics, from studying gravity waves and 
unveiling the growth of stars and galaxies after the big bang to 
surmising the ultimate fate of the universe itself.

What Are Gamma-Ray Bursts? is an essential primer to 
this exciting frontier of scientific inquiry, and a must-read for 
anyone seeking to keep pace with cutting-edge developments in 
physics today.

Joshua Bloom is associate professor of astronomy at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley.

Princeton Frontiers in Physics
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A PRIMER ON THE BRIGHTEST 
COSMIC PHENOMENA KNOWN TO SCIENCE

Princeton Frontiers in Physics

This is a new series of short introductions to some 
of today’s most exciting and dynamic research areas 
across the physical sciences. Written by leading spe-
cialists, these stimulating books address fundamen-
tal questions that are challenging the limits of current 
knowledge. With forward-looking discussions of core 
ideas, ongoing debates, and unresolved problems, 
the books in this series make cutting-edge research 
in the physical sciences more accessible than ever 
before—for students, scientists, and scientifically 
minded general readers.

Some forthcoming series titles:

How Did the Universe Begin?
Paul Steinhardt

What Is Dark Matter?
Peter Fisher

Can the Laws of Physics Be Unified? 
A. Zee

What Does a Black Hole Look Like? 
Charles Bailyn

Announcing a cutting-edge new series
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“A lucid, concise account of our current 

understanding of how light burst from 

darkness when the first stars and galaxies 

formed early in the expansion of the uni-

verse. Starting from basic physical prin-

ciples, Loeb describes the physical processes 

that shaped the evolution of the universe, 

how they led to the formation of the first 

black holes, quasars, and gamma-ray bursts, 

and how upcoming observations will test 

these ideas.”

—Christopher F. McKee, University of  

California, Berkeley

“This is a lively, well-written book. Loeb is 

an excellent writer and talented instructor 

who is also internationally recognized in the 

research community. The topic at hand—the 

first stars and galaxies—is truly an exciting 

frontier for which Loeb and his collabora-

tors have developed much of the theoretical 

framework, and for which the observational 

possibilities are rapidly developing. The tim-

ing of this book couldn’t be better.”

—Richard S. Ellis, California Institute of 

Technology

Princeton Frontiers in Physics  / Astrophysics  105

HOW LIGHT FIRST EMERGED IN THE UNIVERSE
How Did the First Stars 

and Galaxies Form?

Abraham Loeb

Though astrophysicists have developed a theoretical framework 
for understanding how the first stars and galaxies formed, only 
now are we able to begin testing those theories with actual ob-
servations of the very distant, early universe. We are entering a 
new and exciting era of discovery that will advance the frontiers 
of knowledge, and this book couldn’t be more timely. It covers 
all the basic concepts in cosmology, drawing on insights from 
an astronomer who has pioneered much of this research over 
the past two decades.

Abraham Loeb starts from first principles, tracing the theo-
retical foundations of cosmology and carefully explaining the 
physics behind them. Topics include the gravitational growth 
of perturbations in an expanding universe, the abundance and 
properties of dark matter halos and galaxies, reionization, the 
observational methods used to detect the earliest galaxies and 
probe the diffuse gas between them—and much more.

Cosmology seeks to solve the fundamental mystery of 
our cosmic origins. This book offers a succinct and accessible 
primer at a time when breathtaking technological advances 
promise a wealth of new observational data on the first stars 
and galaxies.

u  Provides a concise introduction to cosmology
u  Covers all the basic concepts
u  Gives an overview of the gravitational growth of 

perturbations in an expanding universe
u  Explains the process of reionization
u  Describes the observational methods used to detect the 

earliest galaxies

Abraham Loeb is professor of astronomy and director of the 
Institute for Theory and Computation at Harvard University.
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A COMPrehensive INTRODUCTION TO 
CONDENSED MATTER AND MATERIAL PHYSICS

“Mahan’s book does an admirable job of 

covering the broad subject of condensed 

matter physics in a balanced way. Virtually 

every important modern topic is explained. 

The informal narrative style gives the reader 

the sense of sitting in on a lecture by the 

master. The long search for a suitable text 

for a one-year graduate course on condensed 

matter physics may finally be over.”

—Patrick A. Lee, Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology

“This book is a great place to start learn-

ing about the vast array of phenomena 

that nature is able to produce around us 

in the form of materials. It hardly fits in a 

nutshell—it covers a great many topics, both 

traditional and current, in condensed matter 

physics. It is more akin to Hamlet’s asser-

tion that he could be bounded in a nutshell, 

and count himself a king of infinite space. 

The prodigious knowledge of the author 

shines through in the choice of topics.”

—Sidney R. Nagel, University of Chicago

Condensed Matter 
in a Nutshell

Gerald D. Mahan

Condensed Matter in a Nutshell is the most concise, accessible, 
and self-contained introduction to this exciting and cutting-
edge area of modern physics. This premier textbook covers all 
the standard topics, including crystal structures, energy bands, 
phonons, optical properties, ferroelectricity, superconductivity, 
and magnetism. It includes in-depth discussions of transport 
theory, nanoscience, and semiconductors, and also features the 
latest experimental advances in this fast-developing field, such 
as high-temperature superconductivity, the quantum Hall ef-
fect, graphene, nanotubes, localization, Hubbard models, den-
sity functional theory, phonon focusing, and Kapitza resistance. 
Rich in detail and full of examples and problems, this textbook 
is the complete resource for a two-semester graduate course in 
condensed matter and material physics.

u  Covers standard topics like crystal structures, energy 
bands, and phonons

u  Features the latest advances like high-temperature 
superconductivity and more

u  Full of instructive examples and challenging problems
u  Solutions manual (available only to teachers)

Gerald D. Mahan is Distinguished Professor of Physics at 
Pennsylvania State University. His books include Quantum 
Mechanics in a Nutshell (Princeton) and Many-Particle Physics.

In a Nutshell
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“This is an ambitious book written by two 

experienced researchers and teachers. Start-

ing from the microscopic dynamics of atoms 

and molecules, it uses statistical mechanical 

ideas to explain the thermodynamic behav-

ior of macroscopic systems, and amply illus-

trates these ideas using hands-on computer 

simulations. Both teachers and students will 

find this book stimulating and rewarding.”

—Joel L. Lebowitz, Rutgers University

“In addition to being a clear, comprehensive 

introduction to the field, this book includes a 

unique and welcome feature: an emphasis on 

computer simulations. These are integral to 

the exposition and provide key insights into 

fundamental concepts that so often confuse 

newcomers to the field. Simulations also give 

students a tool to investigate interesting top-

ics that are normally considered too advanced 

for undergraduates. I highly recommend this 

book to anyone planning to teach undergrad-

uate statistical and thermal physics.”

—Jon Machta, University of Massachusetts 

Amherst

Statistical and 
Thermal Physics

With Computer Applications

Harvey Gould & Jan Tobochnik

This textbook carefully develops the main ideas and techniques 
of statistical and thermal physics and is intended for upper-
level undergraduate courses. The authors each have more than 
thirty years’ experience in teaching, curriculum development, 
and research in statistical and computational physics.

Statistical and Thermal Physics begins with a qualita-
tive discussion of the relation between the macroscopic and 
microscopic worlds and incorporates computer simulations 
throughout the book to provide concrete examples of important 
conceptual ideas. Unlike many contemporary texts on thermal 
physics, this book presents thermodynamic reasoning as an 
independent way of thinking about macroscopic systems. 
Probability concepts and techniques are introduced, includ-
ing topics that are useful for understanding how probability 
and statistics are used. Magnetism and the Ising model are 
considered in greater depth than in most undergraduate texts, 
and ideal quantum gases are treated within a uniform frame-
work. Advanced chapters on fluids and critical phenomena 
are appropriate for motivated undergraduates and beginning 
graduate students.

u  Integrates Monte Carlo and molecular dynamics 
simulations as well as other numerical techniques 
throughout the text

u  Provides self-contained introductions to thermodynamics 
and statistical mechanics

u  Discusses probability concepts and methods in detail
u  Contains ideas and methods from contemporary research
u  Includes advanced chapters that provide a natural bridge 

to graduate study
u  Features more than 400 problems
u  Programs are open source and available in an executable 

cross-platform format
u  Solutions manual (available only to teachers)

Harvey Gould is Professor of Physics at Clark University and As-
sociate Editor of the American Journal of Physics. Jan Tobochnik is 
the Dow Distinguished Professor of Natural Science at Kalama-
zoo College and Editor of the American Journal of Physics. They 
are the coauthors, with Wolfgang Christian, of An Introduction to 
Computer Simulation Methods: Applications to Physical Systems.
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A HIGHLY INNOVATIVE TEXT WITH 
INTEGRATED COMPUTER SIMULATIONS



108  Physics / Mathematics

DECEMBER

Cloth  $110.00S
978-0-691-14704-8

720 pages. 8 line illus. 6 x 9.

MATHEMATICS ❚ PHYSICS

Szegő’s Theorem and 
Its Descendants
Spectral Theory for L2 Perturbations 

of Orthogonal Polynomials

Barry Simon

This book presents a comprehensive overview of the 
sum rule approach to spectral analysis of orthogonal 
polynomials, which derives from Gábor Szegő’s classic 
1915 theorem and its 1920 extension. Barry Simon 
emphasizes necessary and sufficient conditions, and 
provides mathematical background that until now has 
been available only in journals. Topics include back-
ground from the theory of meromorphic functions on 
hyperelliptic surfaces and the study of covering maps 
of the Riemann sphere with a finite number of slits re-
moved. This allows for the first book-length treatment 
of orthogonal polynomials for measures supported on 
a finite number of intervals on the real line.

In addition to the Szegő and Killip-Simon theo-
rems for orthogonal polynomials on the unit circle 
(OPUC) and orthogonal polynomials on the real line 
(OPRL), Simon covers Toda lattices, the moment prob-
lem, and Jacobi operators on the Bethe lattice. Recent 
work on applications of universality of the CD kernel to 
obtain detailed asymptotics on the fine structure of the 
zeros is also included. The book places special empha-
sis on OPRL, which makes it the essential companion 
volume to the author’s earlier books on OPUC.

Barry Simon is the IBM Professor of Mathematics 
and Theoretical Physics at the California Institute of 
Technology. His books include Methods of Modern 
Mathematical Physics and Orthogonal Polynomials on 
the Unit Circle.

Porter Lectures
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Principles of Laser 
Spectroscopy and 
Quantum Optics

Paul R. Berman & 
Vladimir S. Malinovsky

Principles of Laser Spectroscopy and Quantum Optics 
is an essential textbook for graduate students study-
ing the interaction of optical fields with atoms. It also 
serves as an ideal reference text for researchers working 
in the fields of laser spectroscopy and quantum optics. 

The book provides a rigorous introduction to the 
prototypical problems of radiation fields interacting 
with two- and three-level atomic systems. It examines 
the interaction of radiation with both atomic vapors 
and condensed matter systems, the density matrix 
and the Bloch vector, and applications involving linear 
absorption and saturation spectroscopy. Other topics 
include hole burning, dark states, slow light, and co-
herent transient spectroscopy, as well as atom optics 
and atom interferometry. In the second half of the text, 
the authors consider applications in which the radia-
tion field is quantized. Topics include spontaneous 
decay, optical pumping, sub-Doppler laser cooling, the 
Heisenberg equations of motion for atomic and field 
operators, and light scattering by atoms in both weak 
and strong external fields. The concluding chapter of-
fers methods for creating entangled and spin-squeezed 
states of matter.

Instructors can create a one-semester course 
based on this book by combining the introductory 
chapters with a selection of the more advanced mate-
rial. A solutions manual is available to teachers. 

Paul R. Berman is professor of physics at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. Vladimir S. Malinovsky is a visiting 
professor in the Physics Department at Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology. 
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“Kamvar helped establish a foundation 

for P2P search and this book provides an 

authoritative record and source for his excel-

lent work in this area.”

—Andrew Tomkins, Google

“The clarity of presentation makes this book 

accessible to a broad audience. The scholar-

ship is thorough and sound, and the experi-

mental results are presented in a precise and 

detailed fashion.”

—Taher Haveliwala, QForge Labs

Algorithms for 
Personalization and 

Reputation in  
Self-organizing 

Information Networks 

Sep Kamvar

This book lays out the theoretical groundwork for personalized 
search and reputation management, both on the web and in 
peer-to-peer and social networks. Representing much of the 
foundational research in this field, the book develops scalable 
algorithms that exploit the graphlike properties underlying per-
sonalized search and reputation management, and delves into 
realistic scenarios regarding web-scale data.

Sep Kamvar focuses on eigenvector-based techniques in 
web search, introducing a personalized variant of Google’s 
PageRank algorithm, and he outlines algorithms—such as the 
now-famous quadratic extrapolation technique—that speed up 
computation, making personalized PageRank feasible. Kamvar 
suggests that power method-related techniques ultimately 
should be the basis for improving the PageRank algorithm, and 
he presents algorithms that exploit the convergence behavior 
of individual components of the PageRank vector. Kamvar then 
extends the ideas of reputation management and personalized 
search to distributed networks like peer-to-peer and social net-
works. He highlights locality and computational considerations 
related to the structure of the network, and considers such 
unique issues as malicious peers. He describes the EigenTrust 
algorithm and applies various PageRank concepts to P2P set-
tings. Discussion chapters summarizing results conclude the 
book’s two main sections.

Sep Kamvar is a consulting assistant professor of computa-
tional mathematics at Stanford University. From 2003 to 2007, 
he was the engineering lead for personalization at Google. He 
is the founder and former CEO of Kaltix, a personalized search 
engine acquired by Google in 2003.
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Princeton Primers in Climate

This is a new series of short, authoritative books 
that explain the state of the art in climate-science 
research. Written specifically for students, re-
searchers, and scientifically minded general read-
ers looking for succinct and readable books on this 
frequently misunderstood subject, these primers 
reveal the physical workings of the global climate 
system with unmatched accessibility and detail. 
Princeton Primers in Climate is the ideal first place 
to turn to get the essential facts, presented with 
uncompromising clarity, and to begin further in-
vestigation—whether in the classroom or in one’s 
own reading chair.

Some forthcoming series titles:

The Oceans and Climate
Geoffrey K. Vallis 

Natural Climate Change
Mark Cane 

Atmospheric Processes
David Randall 

Climate Sensitivity
Jeffrey Kiehl 

Planetary Climates
Andrew Ingersoll

The Cryosphere
Shawn J. Marshall 

Paleoclimate
Michael L. Bender 

Terrestrial Hydrology 
and the Climate System
Eric F. Wood

A MUST-HAVE PRIMER TO THIS fundamental 
DRIVER OF THE CLIMATE SYSTEM
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The Global Carbon Cycle

David Archer

“Fossil-fuel carbon is our dangerous treasure. David Archer 

brilliantly and lucidly provides the essential background on 

Earth’s carbon cycle that we need to make wise decisions about 

future use.”

—Richard B. Alley, Pennsylvania State University

The Global Carbon Cycle is a short introduction to this essen-
tial geochemical driver of the Earth’s climate system, written 
by one of the world’s leading climate-science experts. In this 
one-of-a-kind primer, David Archer engages readers in clear 
and simple terms about the many ways the global carbon cycle 
is woven into our climate system. He begins with a concise 
overview of the subject, and then looks at the carbon cycle on 
three different time scales, describing how the cycle interacts 
with climate in very distinct ways in each. On million-year time 
scales, feedbacks in the carbon cycle stabilize Earth’s climate 
and oxygen concentrations. Archer explains how on hundred-
thousand-year glacial/interglacial time scales, the carbon cycle 
in the ocean amplifies climate change, and how, on the human 
time scale of decades, the carbon cycle has been dampening 
climate change by absorbing fossil-fuel carbon dioxide into the 
oceans and land biosphere. A central question of the book is 
whether the carbon cycle could once again act to amplify cli-
mate change in centuries to come, for example through melting 
permafrost peatlands and methane hydrates.

The Global Carbon Cycle features a glossary of terms, sug-
gestions for further reading, and explanations of equations, as 
well as a forward-looking discussion of open questions about 
the global carbon cycle.

David Archer is professor of geophysical sciences at the 
University of Chicago. He is the author of The Long Thaw: 
How Humans Are Changing the Next 100,000 Years of Earth’s 
Climate (see page 58) and Global Warming: Understanding the 
Forecast, and the coauthor of The Climate Crisis: An Introduc-
tory Guide to Climate Change.

Princeton Primers in Climate

Announcing an essential new series
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In Search of the 
Causes of Evolution

From Field Observations to Mechanisms

Edited by Peter R. Grant & 
B. Rosemary Grant

Evolutionary biology has witnessed breathtaking 
advances in recent years. Some of its most exciting in-
sights have come from the crossover of disciplines as 
varied as paleontology, molecular biology, ecology, and 
genetics. This book brings together many of today’s 
pioneers in evolutionary biology to describe the latest 
advances and explain why a cross-disciplinary and inte-
grated approach to research questions is so essential.

Contributors discuss the origins of biological 
diversity, mechanisms of evolutionary change at the 
molecular and developmental levels, morphology and 
behavior, and the ecology of adaptive radiations and 
speciation. They highlight the mutual dependence of 
organisms and their environments, and reveal the differ-
ent strategies today’s researchers are using in the field 
and laboratory to explore this interdependence. Peter 
and Rosemary Grant—renowned for their influential 
work on Darwin’s finches in the Galápagos—provide 
concise introductions to each section and identify the 
key questions future research needs to address.

The contributors are Myra Awodey, Christopher N. 
Balakrishnan, Rowan D. H. Barrett, May R. Berenbaum, 
Paul M. Brakefield, Philip J. Currie, Scott V. Edwards, 
Douglas J. Emlen, Joshua B. Gross, Hopi E. Hoekstra, 
Richard Hudson, David Jablonski, David T. Johnston, 
Mathieu Joron, David Kingsley, Andrew H. Knoll, Mimi 
A. R. Koehl, June Y. Lee, Jonathan B. Losos, Isabel 
Santos Magalhaes, Albert B. Phillimore, Trevor Price, 
Dolph Schluter, Ole Seehausen, Clifford J. Tabin, John 
N. Thompson, and David B. Wake.

Peter R. Grant is the Class of 1877 Professor of Zoology 
(emeritus) at Princeton University. B. Rosemary Grant 
is professor emeritus of ecology and evolutionary biol-
ogy at Princeton. 
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Resolving Ecosystem 
Complexity

Oswald J. Schmitz

An ecosystem’s complexity develops from the vast 
numbers of species interacting in ecological communi-
ties. The nature of these interactions, in turn, depends 
on environmental context. How do these components 
together influence an ecosystem’s behavior as a 
whole? Can ecologists resolve an ecosystem’s com-
plexity in order to predict its response to disturbances? 
Resolving Ecosystem Complexity develops a framework 
for anticipating the ways environmental context deter-
mines the functioning of ecosystems.

Oswald Schmitz addresses the critical questions 
of contemporary ecology: How should an ecosystem 
be conceptualized to blend its biotic and biophysical 
components? How should evolutionary ecological 
principles be used to derive an operational under-
standing of complex, adaptive ecosystems? How 
should the relationship between the functional biotic 
diversity of ecosystems and their properties be under-
stood? Schmitz begins with the universal concept that 
ecosystems are comprised of species that consume 
resources and which are then resources for other 
consumers. From this, he deduces a fundamental rule 
or evolutionary ecological mechanism for explaining 
context dependency: individuals within a species trade 
off foraging gains against the risk of being consumed 
by predators. Through empirical examples, Schmitz 
illustrates how species use evolutionary ecological 
strategies to negotiate a predator-eat-predator world, 
and he suggests that the implications of species trade-
offs are critical to making ecology a predictive science.

Oswald J. Schmitz is the Oastler Professor of Popula-
tion and Community Ecology in the Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies.

Monographs in Population Biology, 47
Simon A. Levin and Henry S. Horn, Series Editors
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“This well-organized, engaging, and authori-

tative book demonstrates that significant 

strides have been made in the mathematical 

models examining the collective behaviors of 

animals. No other book draws the disparate 

literature in this field together. This in itself 

would be an achievement, but the author 

offers more: insightful comparisons be-

tween models, noteworthy bridges between 

mechanistic and functional schools of model 

building, and illuminating discussions of 

models’ successes and limitations.”

—Graeme Ruxton, University of Glasgow

“This book fills an important niche that will 

be of interest to scientists across disciplines. 

Clear and well-illustrated, this is an excellent 

learning and teaching resource.”

—Darren P. Croft, University of Exeter

HOW AND WHY ANIMALS PRODUCE 
GROUP BEHAVIORS
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BIOLOGY ❚ ANIMAL BEHAVIOR

Collective Animal 
Behavior

David J. T. Sumpter

Fish travel in schools, birds migrate in flocks, honeybees 
swarm, and ants build trails. How and why do these collective 
behaviors occur? Exploring how coordinated group patterns 
emerge from individual interactions, Collective Animal Behavior 
reveals why animals produce group behaviors and examines 
their evolution across a range of species.

Providing a synthesis of mathematical modeling, theoreti-
cal biology, and experimental work, David Sumpter investigates 
how animals move and arrive together, how they transfer 
information, how they make decisions and synchronize their 
activities, and how they build collective structures. Sumpter 
constructs a unified appreciation of how different group-living 
species coordinate their behaviors and why natural selection 
has produced these groups. For the first time, the book com-
bines traditional approaches to behavioral ecology with ideas 
about self-organization and complex systems from physics 
and mathematics. Sumpter offers a guide for working with key 
models in this area along with case studies of their application, 
and he shows how ideas about animal behavior can be applied 
to understanding human social behavior. 

Containing a wealth of accessible examples as well as 
qualitative and quantitative features, Collective Animal Behavior 
will interest behavioral ecologists and all scientists studying 
complex systems. 

David J. T. Sumpter is professor of applied mathematics at 
Uppsala University in Sweden.


