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A SWEEPING INTELLECTUAL HISTORY 
OF THE ROLE OF WEALTH IN THE CHURCH 
IN THE LAST DAYS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

“Through the Eye of a Needle is a 
masterpiece of detailed historiogra-
phy, brilliantly written. Peter Brown’s 
long-awaited book surpasses even the 
high expectations set by his previous 
writings, and will engage general  
readers and specialists alike.”
—Elaine Pagels, author of Revelations: 
Visions, Prophecy, and Politics in the 
Book of Revelation

OCTOBER

Cloth  $39.95T
978-0-691-15290-5

826 pages. 12 color illus. 8 halftones. 
1 line illus. 6 maps. 6 x 9.

ANCIENT HISTORY z RELIGION

Through the 
Eye of a Needle

Wealth, the Fall of rome, and the Making of 
christianity in the West, 350–550 ad

Peter Brown

Jesus taught his followers that it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
heaven. Yet by the fall of rome, the church was becoming rich 
beyond measure. Through the Eye of a Needle is a sweeping in-
tellectual and social history of the vexing problem of wealth in 
christianity in the waning days of the roman empire, written 
by the world’s foremost scholar of late antiquity.

peter Brown examines the rise of the church through the 
lens of money and the challenges it posed to an institution 
that espoused the virtue of poverty and called avarice the root 
of all evil. drawing on the writings of major christian thinkers 
such as Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, Brown examines the 
controversies and changing attitudes toward money caused by 
the influx of new wealth into church coffers, and describes the 
spectacular acts of divestment by rich donors and their grow-
ing influence in an empire beset with crisis. He shows how 
the use of wealth for the care of the poor competed with older 
forms of philanthropy deeply rooted in the roman world, and 
sheds light on the ordinary people who gave away their money 
in hopes of treasure in heaven.

Through the Eye of a Needle challenges the widely held 
notion that christianity’s growing wealth sapped rome of its 
ability to resist the barbarian invasions, and offers a fresh per-
spective on the social history of the church in late antiquity.

Peter Brown is the philip and Beulah rollins professor of His-
tory emeritus at princeton university. His many books include 
The World of Late Antiquity, The Rise of Western Christendom, 
and Augustine of Hippo.
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ARCHITECTURE z CURRENT AFFAIRS

Fit
An Architect’s Manifesto

Robert Geddes

Fit is a manifesto about architecture and society that seeks 
to fundamentally change how architects and the public think 
about the task of design. distinguished architect and urbanist 
robert Geddes argues that buildings, landscapes, and cities 
should be designed to fit: fit the purpose, fit the place, fit 
future possibilities. Fit replaces old paradigms, such as form 
follows function, and less is more, by recognizing that the rela-
tionship between architecture and society is a true dialogue—
dynamic, complex, and, if carried out with knowledge and skill, 
richly rewarding.

With a tip of the hat to John dewey, Fit explores architec-
ture as we experience it. Geddes starts with questions: Why do 
we design where we live and work? Why do we not just live in 
nature, or in chaos? Why does society care about architecture? 
Why does it really matter? Fit answers these questions through 
a fresh examination of the basic purposes and elements of 
architecture—beginning in nature, combining function and 
expression, and leaving a legacy of form.

Lively, charming, and gently persuasive, the book shows 
brilliant examples of fit: from thomas Jefferson’s university 
of Virginia and Louis Kahn’s exeter Library to contemporary 
triumphs such as the Apple store on new York’s Fifth Avenue, 
chicago’s Millennium park, and seattle’s pike place.

Fit is a book for everyone, because we all live in con-
structions—buildings, landscapes, and, increasingly, cities. it 
provokes architects and planners, humanists and scientists, 
civic leaders and citizens to reconsider what is at stake in 
architecture—and why it delights us.

Robert Geddes is an architect, urbanist, and teacher. He is 
dean emeritus of the princeton school of Architecture; Henry 
Luce professor emeritus of Architecture, urbanism, and His-
tory at new York university; and a fellow of the new York insti-
tute for the Humanities and the national Academy of design. 
the American institute of Architects honored his professional 
firm for its “design quality, respect for the environment, and 
social concern.”

“Fit is a pleasure to read—lucid, 
wonderfully lively, and continuously 
interesting. Geddes’s mode of arguing 
by quotation and illustration is very 
appealing, like talking with a great con-
versationalist with a well-stocked mind 
and library. And there is a real moral 
to the book’s argument about what our 
architecture needs more of.”
—Alan Ryan, Princeton University

WHY ARCHITECTURE MATTERS— 
AND HOW TO MAKE IT MATTER MORE
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“Jill Lepore is one of America’s most 
interesting scholars—a distinguished 
historian and a brilliant essayist. This 
prolific collection of articles and essays 
is a remarkable body of work that moves 
from early America to our present, 
contentious age. It will entertain and 
challenge anyone who wants to take an 
engaging walk through American life.”
—Alan Brinkley, author of The Pub-
lisher: Henry Luce and His American 
Century

A LITERARY AND POLITICAL HISTORY OF 
AMERICAN ORIGIN STORIES, 

FROM CELEBRATED WRITER JILL LEPORE

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $27.95T
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AMERICAN HISTORY

For sale only in the United States and the United Kingdom

The Story of America
essays on origins

Jill Lepore

in The Story of America, Harvard historian and New Yorker 
staff writer Jill Lepore investigates American origin stories—
from John smith’s account of the founding of Jamestown in 
1607 to Barack obama’s 2009 inaugural address—to show 
how American democracy is bound up with the history of 
print. over the centuries, Americans have read and written 
their way into a political culture of ink and type.

part civics primer, part cultural history, The Story of 
America excavates the origins of everything from the paper 
ballot and the constitution to the i.o.u. and the diction-
ary. Along the way it presents fresh readings of Benjamin 
Franklin’s Way to Wealth, thomas paine’s Common Sense, 
“the raven” by edgar Allan poe, and “paul revere’s ride” by 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, as well as histories of lesser-
known genres, including biographies of presidents, novels of 
immigrants, and accounts of the depression.

From past to present, Lepore argues, Americans have 
wrestled with the idea of democracy by telling stories. in this 
thoughtful and provocative book, Lepore offers at once a his-
tory of origin stories and a meditation on storytelling itself.

Jill Lepore is the david Woods Kemper ’41 professor of Ameri-
can History at Harvard university and a staff writer at the 
New Yorker. Her books include The Mansion of Happiness, The 
Whites of Their Eyes (princeton), New York Burning, and The 
Name of War.
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“I highly recommend this book for 
instructors who care more about their 
students than test scores, for students 
who care more about learning than 
their GPA, for leaders of society and 
masters of the universe who care more 
about serving the public good than 
increasing their profit margin, and for 
artists who constantly remind us of 
the human condition. The 5 Elements of 
Effective Thinking provides comfort in a 
world that has lost its equilibrium.”
—Christopher J. Campisano, director 
of Princeton University’s Program in 
Teacher Preparation

SIMPLE BUT POWERFUL STRATEGIES 
FOR INCREASING YOUR SUCCESS 
BY IMPROVING YOUR THINKING

SEPTEMBER 

Cloth  $19.95T
978-0-691-15666-8

136 pages. 1 line illus. 4 1⁄2 x 7 1⁄2.

SELF-HELP z EDUCATION

The 5 Elements of 
Effective Thinking

Edward B. Burger & 
Michael Starbird

The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking presents practical, lively, 
and inspiring ways for you to become more successful through 
better thinking. the idea is simple: You can learn how to think 
far better by adopting specific strategies. Brilliant people aren’t 
a special breed—they just use their minds differently. By using 
the straightforward and thought-provoking techniques in The 
5 Elements of Effective Thinking, you will regularly find imagina-
tive solutions to difficult challenges, and you will discover new 
ways of looking at your world and yourself—revealing previ-
ously hidden opportunities.

the book offers real-life stories, explicit action items, and 
concrete methods that allow you to attain a deeper under-
standing of any issue, exploit the power of failure as a step 
toward success, develop a habit of creating probing questions, 
see the world of ideas as an ever-flowing stream of thought, 
and embrace the uplifting reality that we are all capable of 
change. no matter who you are, the practical mind-sets 
introduced in the book will empower you to realize any goal 
in a more creative, intelligent, and effective manner. Filled 
with engaging examples that unlock truths about thinking in 
every walk of life, The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking is written 
for all who want to reach their fullest potential—including 
students, parents, teachers, businesspeople, professionals, 
athletes, artists, leaders, and lifelong learners.

Whenever you are stuck, need a new idea, or want to 
learn and grow, The 5 Elements of Effective Thinking will inspire 
and guide you on your way.

Edward B. Burger is a professor at Williams college, an edu-
cational and business consultant, and a former vice provost at 
Baylor university. He has authored or coauthored more than 
sixty-five articles, books, and video series; delivered over five 
hundred addresses and workshops throughout the world; and 
made more than fifty radio and television appearances. His 
teaching and scholarly writing have earned him many national 
honors, including the largest teaching award given in the 
english-speaking world. Michael Starbird is university distin-
guished teaching professor at the university of texas at Austin 
and an educational and business consultant. His numerous 
books, lectures, workshops, and video courses have reached 
large national audiences of students, teachers, businesspeople, 
and lifelong learners. His success at teaching people to think 
has been recognized by more than a dozen awards, including 
the highest national teaching award in his subject.
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An interview with Edward B. Burger and Michael Starbird

What motivated you to write this book?

successful people are successful because they think well. 
over the past twenty-plus years, we came to realize that better 
thinking came from specific strategies that anyone can learn 
and apply. once we isolated and distilled those strategies, they 
became the five elements of effective thinking.

What’s the main message you would like your readers to get?

We want everyone to discover that they can think far better 
than they currently do. they can solve business and personal 
problems more innovatively; they can discover and celebrate 
previously hidden opportunities in their own worlds. Whether 
old or young, they can learn and change by following practical 
and straightforward strategies of effective thinking.

What are your long-term goals for this book?

We hope it will become a standard tool for businesspeople, 
for students and teachers, for parents and lifelong learners, 
for athletes, artists, and everyone else. When we ourselves 
are faced with difficult challenges, we simply turn to the five 
elements of thinking and inevitably new ideas and approaches 
appear. We would like institutions—from governments to 
businesses to schools—to discover new ways to succeed. We 
hope that individuals in every walk of life will turn to the five el-
ements for inspiration and direction as they face the unknown 
challenges that always lie lurking.

Can you give some examples of how you hope the book will 
change the way people think?

Businesspeople have already referred to our ideas as “an 
intellectual Gps” that guides them to better ideas. they have 
reported that the five elements are taped to their desks for 
ready reference.

students testing these elements have told us that their ap-
proach to school was completely changed by them, and that 
they became more focused on real learning and thinking rather 
than checking off required boxes toward a degree.

teachers have told us that our concepts have changed their 
goals in teaching. they became more clearly focused on teach-
ing students to think better in concrete ways offered by their 
subjects. these teachers found that the goal of teaching cre-
ativity, curiosity, and deep understanding profoundly changed 
what they do inside and outside the classroom.

Michael starbird

edward B. Burger
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Exam Schools
inside America’s Most selective public High schools

Chester E. Finn, Jr. & 
Jessica A. Hockett

What is the best education for exceptionally able and high-
achieving youngsters? can the united states strengthen its 
future intellectual leadership, economic vitality, and scientific 
prowess without sacrificing equal opportunity? there are no 
easy answers but, as chester Finn and Jessica Hockett show, 
for more than 100,000 students each year, the solution is to 
enroll in an academically selective public high school. Exam 
Schools is the first-ever close-up look at this small, sometimes 
controversial, yet crucial segment of American public educa-
tion. this groundbreaking book discusses how these schools 
work—and their critical role in nurturing the country’s bright-
est students. 

the 165 schools identified by Finn and Hockett are located 
in thirty states, plus the district of columbia. While some are 
world renowned, such as Boston Latin and Bronx science, 
others are known only in their own communities. the authors 
survey the schools on issues ranging from admissions and 
student diversity to teacher selection. they probe sources of 
political support, curriculum, instructional styles, educational 
effectiveness, and institutional autonomy. some of their find-
ings are surprising: Los Angeles, for example, has no “exam 
schools” while new York city has dozens. Asian-American 
students are overrepresented—but so are African-American 
pupils. culminating with in-depth profiles of eleven exam 
schools and thoughtful reflection on policy implications, Finn 
and Hockett ultimately consider whether the country would be 
better off with more such schools.

At a time of keen attention to the faltering education sys-
tem, Exam Schools sheds positive light on a group of schools 
that could well provide a transformative roadmap for many of 
America’s children. 

Chester E. Finn, Jr., is president of the thomas B. Fordham in-
stitute and a senior fellow at stanford university’s Hoover in-
stitution. A former assistant u.s. secretary of education, he is 
the author of many books, including Charter Schools in Action 
and Troublemaker (both princeton). Jessica A. Hockett is an 
education consultant specializing in differentiated instruction, 
curriculum design, and lesson study. she earned her doctorate 
in educational psychology from the university of Virginia.

“As a proud graduate of the Bronx High 
School of Science, I have a deep and 
abiding appreciation for the importance 
of exam schools in our educational 
system, and this book arrives in the nick 
of time. Finn and Hockett pull back 
the veil of mystery surrounding these 
schools to show us where they’ve suc-
ceeded, where they’ve fallen short, and 
what we can learn from these remark-
able institutions to improve the educa-
tion of all Americans.”
—Andrew Lo, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology

THE FIRST IN-DEPTH LOOK AT ACADEMICALLY 
SELECTIVE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 

IN THE UNITED STATES
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POPULAR ECONOMICS

The Quest for Prosperity
How developing economies can take off

Justin Yifu Lin

How can developing countries grow their economies? Most 
answers to this question center on what the rich world should 
or shouldn’t do for the poor world. in The Quest for Prosperity, 
Justin Yifu Lin—the first non-Westerner to be chief economist 
of the World Bank—focuses on what developing nations can 
do to help themselves.

since the end of the second World War, prescriptions 
for economic growth have come and gone. often motivated 
more by ideology than practicality, these blueprints have had 
mixed success on the ground. drawing lessons from history, 
economic analysis, and practice, Lin examines how the coun-
tries that have succeeded in developing their own economies 
have actually done it. He shows that economic development 
is a process of continuous technological innovation, industrial 
upgrading, and structural change driven by how countries 
harness their land, labor, capital, and infrastructure. coun-
tries need to identify and facilitate the development of those 
industries where they have a comparative advantage—where 
they can produce products most effectively—and use them as 
a basis for development. At the same time, states need to rec-
ognize the power of markets, limiting the role of government 
to allow firms to flourish and lead the process of technological 
innovation and industrial upgrading. By following this “new 
structural economics” framework, Lin shows how even the 
poorest nations can grow at eight percent or more continu-
ously for several decades, significantly reduce poverty, and 
become middle- or even high-income countries in the span of 
one or two generations.

interwoven with insights, observations, and stories from 
Lin’s travels as chief economist of the World Bank and his 
reflections on china’s rise, this book provides a road map 
and hope for those countries engaged in their own quest for 
prosperity.

Justin Yifu Lin is founding director and professor of the china 
centre for economic research at peking university. From 
2008 to 2012, he served as chief economist and senior vice 
president of the World Bank. His many books include Demys-
tifying the Chinese Economy and Economic Development and 
Transformation.

“The Quest for Prosperity is an important 
book. Written with verve and clarity, it 
reflects a deep understanding of global 
economic issues, and proposes practical 
solutions that anyone concerned with 
the plight of the world’s poor would be 
wise to read.”
—Robert Fogel, Nobel Laureate in 
Economics

HOW DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
CAN HELP THEMSELVES
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“The book of Genesis has had one of 
the most intriguingly complex lives of 
all biblical texts. Superbly interweaving 
many different readings of Genesis, 
from the allegorical and scientific to the 
historical and literary, Ronald Hendel 
covers diverse moments of reception, 
such as Galileo’s writings, Darwin’s 
theory of evolution, the American Civil 
War, and Kafka’s parables. Each chapter 
is a gem in its own right—and together 
they create a spellbinding narrative.”
—Ilana Pardes, author of Melville’s 
Bibles

HOW WESTERN HUMANITY HAS GRAPPLED WITH—
AND FOUGHT OVER—THE MEANING OF GENESIS

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $24.95T
978-0-691-14012-4

288 pages. 7 halftones. 4 1⁄2 x 7 1⁄2.

RELIGION z HISTORY

The Book of Genesis
A Biography

Ronald Hendel

during its 2,500-year life, the book of Genesis has been the 
keystone to almost every important claim about reality, hu-
manity, and God in Judaism and christianity. And it continues 
to play a central role in debates about science, politics, and 
human rights. With clarity and skill, acclaimed biblical scholar 
ronald Hendel provides a panoramic history of this iconic 
book, exploring its impact on Western religion, philosophy, 
science, politics, literature, and more.

Hendel traces how Genesis has shaped views of reality, 
and how changing views of reality have shaped interpretations 
of Genesis. Literal and figurative readings have long com-
peted with each other. Hendel tells how Luther’s criticisms 
of traditional figurative accounts of Genesis undermined the 
catholic church; how Galileo made the radical argument that 
the cosmology of Genesis wasn’t scientific evidence; and how 
spinoza made the equally radical argument that the scientific 
method should be applied to Genesis itself. indeed, Hendel 
shows how many high points of Western thought and art have 
taken the form of encounters with Genesis—from paul and 
Augustine to darwin, emily dickinson, and Kafka.

From debates about slavery, gender, and sexuality to the 
struggles over creationism and evolution, Genesis has shaped 
our world and continues to do so today. this wide-ranging 
account tells the remarkable story of the life of Genesis like no 
other book.

Ronald Hendel is the norma and sam dabby professor of He-
brew Bible and Jewish studies at the university of california, 
Berkeley. He is the editor in chief of The Oxford Hebrew Bible 
and the author of Remembering Abraham and Reading Genesis.

The I Ching: A Biography
Richard J. Smith
Cloth  $24.95T 978-0-691-14509-9

The Book of Mormon: 
A Biography
Paul C. Gutjahr
Cloth  $24.95T 978-0-691-14480-1 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Letters 
and Papers from Prison: 
A Biography
Martin E. Marty
Cloth  $24.95T 978-0-691-13921-0

Augustine’s Confessions: 
A Biography
Garry Wills
Cloth  $19.95T 978-0-691-14357-6

The Tibetan Book of the Dead: 
A Biography
Donald S. Lopez, Jr.
Cloth  $19.95T 978-0-691-13435-2

LIVES OF GREAT RELIGIOUS BOOKS

series titles already available
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UNRAVELING THE CONTROVERSIES 
SURROUNDING THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS

“This book is right up to date, and is 
written by a scholar who has been at 
the very center of scrolls scholarship 
for several decades. What sets it apart is 
Collins’s expert and sensible analysis of 
the theories scholars have crafted about 
the Dead Sea Scrolls in the sixty-five 
years since they were first discovered.”
—James C. VanderKam, author of The 
Dead Sea Scrolls Today

NOVEMBER
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RELIGION z HISTORY

The Dead Sea Scrolls
A Biography

John J. Collins

since they were first discovered in the caves at Qumran in 
1947, the dead sea scrolls have aroused more fascination—
and more controversy—than perhaps any other archaeological 
find. they appear to have been hidden in the Judean desert 
by the essenes, a Jewish sect that existed around the time of 
Jesus, and they continue to inspire veneration and conspiracy 
theories to this day. John collins tells the story of the bitter 
conflicts that have swirled around the scrolls since their star-
tling discovery, and sheds light on their true significance for 
Jewish and christian history.

collins vividly recounts how a Bedouin shepherd went 
searching for a lost goat and found the scrolls instead. He 
offers insight into debates over whether the essenes were an 
authentic Jewish sect and explains why such questions are 
critical to our understanding of ancient Judaism and to Jewish 
identity. collins explores whether the scrolls were indeed the 
property of an isolated, quasi-monastic community living 
at Qumran, or whether they more broadly reflect the Juda-
ism of their time. And he unravels the impassioned disputes 
surrounding the scrolls and christianity. do they anticipate 
the early church? do they undermine the credibility of the 
christian faith? collins also looks at attempts to “reclaim” the 
scrolls for Judaism after the full corpus became available in the 
1990s, and at how the decades-long delay in publishing the 
scrolls gave rise to sensational claims and conspiracy theories.

John J. Collins is the Holmes professor of old testament 
criticism and interpretation at Yale university. His many books 
include Beyond the Qumran Community: The Sectarian Move-
ment of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Introduction to the Hebrew Bible, 
and The Scepter and the Star: Messianism in Light of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls.

LIVES OF GREAT RELIGIOUS BOOKS

Lives of Great religious Books is a new series of short volumes 
that recount the complex and fascinating histories of important re-
ligious texts from around the world. Written for general readers by 
leading authors and experts, these books examine the historical ori-
gins of texts from the great religious traditions, and trace how their 
reception, interpretation, and influence have changed—often radi-
cally—over time. As these stories of translation, adaptation, appro-
priation, and inspiration dramatically remind us, all great religious 
books are living things whose careers in the world can take the most 
unexpected turns.
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HOW JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND ISLAM HAVE 
REIMAGINED ABRAHAM IN THEIR OWN IMAGES

“Well-written and beautifully argued, 
this book makes an outstanding con-
tribution to our understanding of the 
figure of Abraham. The educated public 
often labors under the grave misunder-
standing that the three great monothe-
istic faith traditions share a common 
ancestor in Abraham. As Levenson 
demonstrates in this unique and timely 
book, Abraham has been shaped by 
each of the traditions to reflect the ideas 
and ideals of their own theology.”
—Gary A. Anderson, author of Sin

OCTOBER

Cloth  $29.95T
978-0-691-15569-2
288 pages. 6 x 9.

RELIGION z JEWISH STUDIES

cosponsored by the tikvah Fund

Inheriting Abraham
the Legacy of the patriarch 

in Judaism, christianity, and islam

Jon D. Levenson

Jews, christians, and Muslims supposedly share a common 
religious heritage in the patriarch Abraham, and the idea that 
he should serve only as a source of unity among the three 
traditions has become widespread in both scholarly and 
popular circles. Inheriting Abraham boldly challenges this view, 
demonstrating Abraham’s distinctive role in each tradition, 
while delineating the points of connection as well.

in this sweeping and provocative book, Jon Levenson 
subjects the powerful story in Genesis of Abraham’s calling, 
his experience in canaan and egypt, and his near-sacrifice 
of his beloved son isaac to a careful literary and theological 
analysis. But Levenson also explores how Judaism, christian-
ity, and islam appropriated these narratives, often reimagining 
Abraham and his life in mutually exclusive ways. Historically, 
the three traditions have differed sharply over what Abraham’s 
life foreshadows, how the Abrahamic community is constituted 
and sustained, and what practices the patriarch’s example au-
thorizes. in these disputes, Levenson finds illuminating signs 
of profound and enduring theological differences alongside the 
commonalities.

A stunning achievement that is certain to provoke debate, 
Inheriting Abraham traces how each community has come to 
revere Abraham as an exemplar of its own distinctive spiritual 
teachings and practices. this probing and compelling book 
also reveals how the increasingly conventional notion of the 
three equally “Abrahamic” religions derives from a dangerous 
misunderstanding of key biblical and Qur’anic texts, fails to do 
full justice to any of the traditions, and is often biased against 
Judaism in subtle and pernicious ways.

Jon D. Levenson is the Albert A. List professor of Jewish stud-
ies at Harvard university. His many books include Resurrection 
and the Restoration of Israel: The Ultimate Victory of the God of 
Life, which won the national Jewish Book Award, and Creation 
and the Persistence of Evil (princeton).

LiBrArY oF JeWisH ideAs

the Library of Jewish ideas presents accessible, engaging, and 
authoritative books that will appeal to anyone curious about Jewish 
perspectives on key areas of human experience, from humor and 
death to law and language.
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“I am a big fan of James Scott. In this 
highly readable and thought-provoking 
book, he reveals the meaning of his 
‘anarchist’ sensibility through a series 
of wonderful personal stories, staking 
out an important position and defend-
ing it in a variety of contexts, from 
urban planning to school evaluation. 
I don’t know of anyone else who has 
defined this viewpoint so successfully.”
—Francis Fukuyama, author of The 
Origins of Political Order

FROM THE MAN WHO TAUGHT US WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH SEEING LIKE A STATE, THE CASE FOR WHY 

IT’S GOOD TO SEE LIKE AN ANARCHIST

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $24.95T
978-0-691-15529-6

192 pages. 8 halftones. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

POLITICS z ANTHROPOLOGY

Two Cheers for Anarchism
six easy pieces on Autonomy, dignity, 

and Meaningful Work and play

James C. Scott

James scott taught us what’s wrong with seeing like a state. 
now, in his most accessible and personal book to date, the 
acclaimed social scientist makes the case for seeing like an 
anarchist. inspired by the core anarchist faith in the possibili-
ties of voluntary cooperation without hierarchy, Two Cheers for 
Anarchism is an engaging, high-spirited, and often very funny 
defense of an anarchist way of seeing—one that provides a 
unique and powerful perspective on everything from everyday 
social and political interactions to mass protests and revolu-
tions. through a wide-ranging series of memorable anecdotes 
and examples, the book describes an anarchist sensibility that 
celebrates the local knowledge, common sense, and creativity 
of ordinary people. the result is a kind of handbook on con-
structive anarchism that challenges us to radically reconsider 
the value of hierarchy in public and private life, from schools 
and workplaces to retirement homes and government itself.

Beginning with what scott calls “the law of anarchist 
calisthenics,” an argument for law-breaking inspired by an 
east German pedestrian crossing, each chapter opens with 
a story that captures an essential anarchist “truth.” in the 
course of telling these stories, scott touches on a wide variety 
of subjects: public disorder and riots, desertion, poaching, 
vernacular knowledge, assembly-line production, globaliza-
tion, the petty bourgeoisie, school testing, playgrounds, and 
the practice of historical explanation.

Far from a dogmatic manifesto, Two Cheers for Anarchism 
celebrates the anarchist confidence in the inventiveness and 
judgment of people who are free to exercise their creative and 
moral capacities.

James C. Scott is the sterling professor of political science, 
professor of anthropology, and codirector of the Agrarian stud-
ies program at Yale university. His books include Seeing Like a 
State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition 
Have Failed, Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden 
Transcripts, and most recently, The Art of Not Being Governed: 
An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia. He is a fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and sciences and a part-time 
mediocre farmer and beekeeper.
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AN INSIDER’S LOOK AT THE SCIENCE OF 
NEAR-EARTH COMETS AND ASTEROIDS

“The nearby asteroids are Earth’s clos-
est neighbors and key stepping stones 
for our expansion into space. Yet these 
rogue space rocks can also threaten our 
planet. Noted scientist Donald Yeomans 
is one of NASA’s ‘men in black,’ keep-
ing an eye out for wayward asteroids. 
He clearly explains what we know about 
these celestial denizens—and what 
discoveries will help us avoid a cosmic 
catastrophe.”
—Tom Jones, veteran astronaut, author 
of Sky Walking
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Near-Earth Objects
Finding them Before they Find us

Donald K. Yeomans

of all the natural disasters that could befall us, only an earth 
impact by a large comet or asteroid has the potential to end 
civilization in a single blow. Yet these near-earth objects also of-
fer tantalizing clues to our solar system’s origins, and someday 
could even serve as stepping-stones for space exploration. in 
this book, donald Yeomans introduces readers to the science 
of near-earth objects—its history, applications, and ongoing 
quest to find near-earth objects before they find us.

in its course around the sun, the earth passes through 
a veritable shooting gallery of millions of nearby comets and 
asteroids. one such asteroid is thought to have plunged into 
our planet sixty-five million years ago, triggering a global 
catastrophe that killed off the dinosaurs. Yeomans provides an 
up-to-date and accessible guide for understanding the threats 
posed by near-earth objects, and also explains how early col-
lisions with them delivered the ingredients that made life on 
earth possible. He shows how later impacts spurred evolution, 
allowing only the most adaptable species to thrive—in fact, we 
humans may owe our very existence to objects that struck our 
planet.

Yeomans takes readers behind the scenes of today’s 
efforts to find, track, and study near-earth objects. He shows 
how the same comets and asteroids most likely to collide 
with us could also be mined for precious natural resources 
like water and oxygen, and used as watering holes and fueling 
stations for expeditions to Mars and the outermost reaches of 
our solar system.

Donald K. Yeomans is a fellow and senior research scientist at 
the Jet propulsion Laboratory, where he is manager of nAsA’s 
near-earth object program office and supervisor of the solar 
system dynamics Group. He is the author of Comets: A Chron-
ological History of Observation, Science, Myth, and Folklore.
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HUMANITY’S ONGOING QUEST TO REVEAL 
THE DARK SECRETS OF THE COSMOS

“The invisible rules the visible while the 
infinitesimal determines the cosmic. 
This is not fuzzy mysticism. It is the 
clear-eyed logic of the world observed by 
astronomers, described here with preci-
sion and verve by Ostriker and Mitton. 
Read this book and let them guide you 
to enlightenment.”
—Robert P. Kirshner, author of The 
Extravagant Universe
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Heart of Darkness
unraveling the Mysteries of the invisible universe

Jeremiah P. Ostriker & 
Simon Mitton

Heart of Darkness describes the incredible saga of human-
kind’s quest to unravel the deepest secrets of the universe. 
over the past thirty years, scientists have learned that two 
little-understood components—dark matter and dark energy—
comprise most of the known cosmos, explain the growth of all 
cosmic structure, and hold the key to the universe’s fate. the 
story of how evidence for the so-called “Lambda-cold dark 
Matter” model of cosmology has been gathered by genera-
tions of scientists throughout the world is told here by one of 
the pioneers of the field, Jeremiah ostriker, and his coauthor 
simon Mitton.

From humankind’s early attempts to comprehend earth’s 
place in the solar system, to astronomers’ exploration of the 
Milky Way galaxy and the realm of the nebulae beyond, to the 
detection of the primordial fluctuations of energy from which 
all subsequent structure developed, this book explains the 
physics and the history of how the current model of our uni-
verse arose and has passed every test hurled at it by the skep-
tics. throughout this rich story, an essential theme is empha-
sized: how three aspects of rational inquiry—the application 
of direct measurement and observation, the introduction of 
mathematical modeling, and the requirement that hypotheses 
should be testable and verifiable—guide scientific progress 
and underpin our modern cosmological paradigm.

the story is far from complete, however, as scientists con-
front the mysteries of the ultimate causes of cosmic structure 
formation and the real nature and origin of dark matter and 
dark energy.

Jeremiah P. Ostriker is professor of astrophysical sciences at 
princeton university. His books include Formation of Structure 
in the Universe and Unsolved Problems in Astrophysics (prince-
ton). Simon Mitton is affiliated research scholar in the history 
and philosophy of science and a fellow of st. edmund’s col-
lege, university of cambridge. His books include Fred Hoyle: A 
Life in Science and The Young Oxford Book of Astronomy.

science essentiALs
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A LOOK AT TWO PIONEERS OF MATH AND 
TECHNOLOGY, AND HOW THEY CREATED 

THE COMPUTER REVOLUTION

“From electromechanical relays to 
quantum computing, Nahin takes us on 
a delightful exploration of Boolean logic 
and the careers of George Boole and 
Claude Shannon. This is a superb book 
for anyone who wants to understand 
how that gigahertz chip in their favorite 
electronic doohickey really works.”
—Lawrence Weinstein, coauthor of 
Guesstimation: Solving the World’s Prob-
lems on the Back of a Cocktail Napkin
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The Logician and 
the Engineer

How George Boole and claude shannon 
created the information Age

Paul J. Nahin

Boolean algebra, also called Boolean logic, is at the heart of the 
electronic circuitry in everything we use—from our computers 
and cars, to our kitchen gadgets and home appliances. How 
did a system of mathematics established in the Victorian era 
become the basis for such incredible technological achieve-
ments a century later? in The Logician and the Engineer, best-
selling popular math writer paul nahin combines engaging 
problems and a colorful historical narrative to tell the remark-
able story of how two men in different eras—mathematician 
and philosopher George Boole (1815–1864) and electrical 
engineer and pioneering information theorist claude shannon 
(1916–2001)—advanced Boolean logic and became founding 
fathers of the electronic communications age. 

presenting the dual biographies of Boole and shannon, 
nahin examines the history of Boole’s innovative ideas, and 
considers how they led to shannon’s groundbreaking work on 
electrical relay circuits and information theory. Along the way, 
nahin presents logic problems for readers to solve and talks 
about the contributions of such key players as Georg cantor, 
tibor rado, and Marvin Minsky—as well as the crucial role 
of Alan turing’s “turing machine”—in the development of 
mathematical logic and data transmission. nahin takes readers 
from fundamental concepts to a deeper and more sophisti-
cated understanding of how a modern digital machine such as 
the computer is constructed. nahin also delves into the newest 
ideas in quantum mechanics and thermodynamics in order 
to explore computing’s possible limitations in the twenty-first 
century and beyond. 

The Logician and the Engineer shows how a form of math-
ematical logic and the innovations of two men paved the way 
for the digital technology of the modern world.

Paul J. Nahin is the author of many best-selling popular 
math books, including Mrs. Perkins’s Electric Quilt, Dr. Euler’s 
Fabulous Formula, and An Imaginary Tale (all princeton). He is 
professor emeritus of electrical engineering at the university 
of new Hampshire.
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SIMPLE AND EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES FOR 
ESTIMATING VIRTUALLY ANYTHING—FAST

Praise for Guesstimation:

“[A] left-brain book that helps you 
approximate answers to the types of 
questions actually asked in some job 
interviews today.”
—Peter Coy, BusinessWeek

Guesstimation 2.0
solving today’s problems on the Back of a napkin

Lawrence Weinstein

Guesstimation 2.0 reveals the simple and effective techniques 
needed to estimate virtually anything—quickly—and illustrates 
them using an eclectic array of problems. A stimulating follow-
up to Guesstimation, this is the must-have book for anyone 
preparing for a job interview in technology or finance, where 
more and more leading businesses test applicants using esti-
mation questions just like these.

the ability to guesstimate on your feet is an essential skill 
to have in today’s world, whether you’re trying to distinguish 
between a billion-dollar subsidy and a trillion-dollar stimulus, 
a megawatt wind turbine and a gigawatt nuclear plant, or 
parts-per-million and parts-per-billion contaminants. Lawrence 
Weinstein begins with a concise tutorial on how to solve these 
kinds of order of magnitude problems, and then invites readers 
to have a go themselves. the book features dozens of problems 
along with helpful hints and easy-to-understand solutions. it 
also includes appendixes containing useful formulas and more.

Guesstimation 2.0 shows how to estimate everything from 
how closely you can orbit a neutron star without being pulled 
apart by gravity, to the fuel used to transport your food from 
the farm to the store, to the total length of all toilet paper used 
in the united states. it also enables readers to answer, once 
and for all, the most asked environmental question of our day: 
paper or plastic?

Lawrence Weinstein is university professor of physics at old 
dominion university. He is the coauthor of Guesstimation: 
Solving the World’s Problems on the Back of a Cocktail Napkin 
(princeton).
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THE YEAR’S FINEST WRITING ON MATHEMATICS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Praise for The Best Writing on Math-
ematics 2011:

“Mathematics instructor Pitici turns out 
a second volume of unexpectedly fasci-
nating mathematical research, musings, 
and studies that explore subjects from 
art to medicine. . . . From a discussion 
of the utility of mathematics in stone 
and bronze sculptures to a study of 
computing and its interaction with the 
sciences, readers from many disciplines 
will find much to pique their interest.”
—Publishers Weekly

DECEMBER
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The Best Writing on 
Mathematics 2012

Edited by Mircea Pitici
Foreword by david Mumford

this annual anthology brings together the year’s finest math-
ematics writing from around the world. Featuring promising 
new voices alongside some of the foremost names in the 
field, The Best Writing on Mathematics 2012 makes available 
to a wide audience many articles not easily found anywhere 
else—and you don’t need to be a mathematician to enjoy 
them. these writings offer surprising insights into the nature, 
meaning, and practice of mathematics today. they delve into 
the history, philosophy, teaching, and everyday occurrences of 
math, and take readers behind the scenes of today’s hottest 
mathematical debates. Here robert Lang explains mathemati-
cal aspects of origami foldings; terence tao discusses the 
frequency and distribution of the prime numbers; timothy 
Gowers and Mario Livio ponder whether mathematics is 
invented or discovered; Brian Hayes describes what is special 
about a ball in five dimensions; Mark colyvan glosses on the 
mathematics of dating; and much, much more.

in addition to presenting the year’s most memorable 
writings on mathematics, this must-have anthology includes a 
foreword by esteemed mathematician david Mumford and an 
introduction by the editor Mircea pitici. this book belongs on 
the shelf of anyone interested in where math has taken us—
and where it is headed.

Mircea Pitici, a phd candidate in mathematics education at 
cornell university, teaches math and writing at cornell and 
ithaca college. He also edited the 2010 and 2011 editions of 
The Best Writing on Mathematics (see below).

The Best Writing on Mathematics 2011
Edited by Mircea Pitici
Foreword by Freeman dyson
Paper  $19.95T
978-0-691-15315-5 

The Best Writing on Mathematics 2010
Edited by Mircea Pitici
Foreword by William p. thurston
Paper  $19.95T
978-0-691-14841-0 
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“Having been a cheerleader for the 
grand schemes recounted in this book, 
I’m happy to be a cheerleader for the 
book itself. It is accurate, thorough, 
and insightful. Since this century is 
certain to produce many new cadres of 
visioneers, the book will lend perspec-
tive on how best to critique and harness 
their dreams.”
—Stewart Brand, author of Whole Earth 
Discipline

THE STORY OF THE OPTIMISTIC SCIENTISTS  
WHO INVENTED THE FUTURE

JaNuaRy
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The Visioneers
How a Group of elite scientists pursued space colonies, 

nanotechnologies, and a Limitless Future

W. Patrick McCray

in 1969, princeton physicist Gerard o’neill began looking 
outward to space colonies as the new frontier for human-
ity’s expansion. A decade later, eric drexler, an Mit-trained 
engineer, turned his attention to the molecular world as 
the place where society’s future needs could be met using 
self-replicating nanoscale machines. these modern utopians 
predicted that their technologies could transform society as 
humans mastered the ability to create new worlds, undertook 
atomic-scale engineering, and, if truly successful, overcame 
their own biological limits. The Visioneers tells the story of how 
these scientists and the communities they fostered imagined, 
designed, and popularized speculative technologies such as 
space colonies and nanotechnologies.

patrick Mccray traces how these visioneers blended 
countercultural ideals with hard science, entrepreneurship, 
libertarianism, and unbridled optimism about the future. He 
shows how they built networks that communicated their ideas 
to writers, politicians, and corporate leaders. But the visioneers 
were not immune to failure—or to the lures of profit, celebrity, 
and hype. o’neill and drexler faced difficulty funding their 
work and overcoming colleagues’ skepticism, and saw their 
ideas co-opted and transformed by timothy Leary, the script-
writers of Star Trek, and many others. ultimately, both men 
struggled to overcome stigma and ostracism as they tried to 
unshackle their visioneering from pejorative labels like “fringe” 
and “pseudoscience.”

The Visioneers provides a balanced look at the successes 
and pitfalls they encountered. the book exposes the dangers of 
promotion—oversimplification, misuse, and misunderstand-
ing—that can plague exploratory science. But above all, it 
highlights the importance of radical new ideas that inspire us 
to support cutting-edge research into tomorrow’s technologies.

W. Patrick McCray is professor of history at the university of 
california, santa Barbara. He is the author of Keep Watching 
the Skies!: The Story of Operation Moonwatch and the Dawn of 
the Space Age (princeton) and Giant Telescopes: Astronomical 
Ambition and the Promise of Technology.
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A GRIPPING JOURNEY THROUGH 
THE ICY REGIONS OF OUR CHANGING PLANET

“The White Planet is an appealing tour 
of the role of ice in the Earth system, 
the history of ice studies, the great dis-
coveries from ice cores (many of them 
made by the authors themselves), and 
some important implications of these 
breakthroughs for energy use, climate 
change, and our future. The authors are 
giants in the field, and they conclude 
with an often firsthand account of the 
international response to the science, 
along with their recommendations for 
wise ways forward.”
—Richard B. Alley, author of The Two-
Mile Time Machine
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The White Planet
the evolution and Future of our Frozen World

Jean Jouzel, Claude Lorius & 
Dominique Raynaud

From the Arctic ocean and ice sheets of Greenland, to the gla-
ciers of the Andes and Himalayas, to the great frozen desert 
of Antarctica, The White Planet takes readers on a spellbind-
ing scientific journey through the shrinking world of ice and 
snow to tell the story of the expeditions and discoveries that 
have transformed our understanding of global climate. Written 
by three internationally renowned scientists at the center of 
many breakthroughs in ice core and climate science, this book 
provides an unparalleled firsthand account of how the “white 
planet” affects global climate—and, in turn, how global warm-
ing is changing the frozen world.

Jean Jouzel, claude Lorius, and dominique raynaud 
chronicle the daunting scientific, technical, and human hurdles 
that they and other scientists have had to overcome in order 
to unravel the mysteries of present and past climate change, 
as revealed by the cryosphere—the dynamic frozen regions of 
our planet. scientifically impeccable, up-to-date, and acces-
sible, The White Planet brings cutting-edge climate research to 
general readers through a vivid narrative. this is an essential 
book for anyone who wants to understand the inextricable link 
between climate and our planet’s icy regions.

Jean Jouzel, Claude Lorius, and Dominique Raynaud are inter-
nationally acclaimed scientists who have won many awards for 
their work documenting long-term climate change through the 
study of deep ice cores. Jouzel and raynaud are members of 
the intergovernmental panel on climate change, and Lorius 
was awarded the 2009 Blue planet prize.
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HOW THE FATHER OF WIND ENGINEERING HELPED 
MAKE THE WORLD’S MOST AMAZING BUILDINGS 

AND BRIDGES POSSIBLE

“This accessible book describes the 
accomplishments of the wind engineer 
Alan Davenport, who was instrumental 
in introducing the use of models and 
wind tunnel testing for tall-building and 
long-span-bridge design. In follow-
ing Davenport’s career, Wind Wizard 
provides an excellent overview of wind 
engineering for general readers.”
—Henry Petroski, author of The Es-
sential Engineer: Why Science Alone Will 
Not Solve Our Global Problems
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Wind Wizard
Alan G. davenport and the Art of Wind engineering

Siobhan Roberts

With Wind Wizard, siobhan roberts brings us the story of Alan 
davenport (1932–2009), the father of modern wind engineer-
ing, who investigated how wind navigates the obstacle course 
of the earth’s natural and built environments—and how, when 
not properly heeded, wind causes buildings and bridges to 
teeter unduly, sway with abandon, and even collapse.

in 1964, davenport received a confidential telephone call 
from two engineers requesting tests on a pair of towers that 
promised to be the tallest in the world. His resulting wind 
studies on new York’s World trade center advanced the art 
and science of wind engineering with one pioneering innova-
tion after another. establishing the first dedicated “boundary 
layer” wind tunnel laboratory for civil engineering structures, 
davenport enabled the study of the atmospheric region from 
the earth’s surface to three thousand feet, where the air churns 
with turbulent eddies, the average wind speed increasing with 
height. the boundary layer wind tunnel mimics these windy 
marbled striations in order to test models of buildings and 
bridges that inevitably face the wind when built. over the 
years, davenport’s revolutionary lab investigated and im-
proved the wind-worthiness of the world’s greatest structures, 
including the sears tower, the John Hancock tower, shang-
hai’s World Financial center, the cn tower, the iconic Golden 
Gate Bridge, the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge, the sunshine 
skyway, and the proposed crossing for the strait of Messina, 
linking sicily with mainland italy. 

chronicling davenport’s innovations by analyzing select 
projects, this popular-science book gives an illuminating 
behind-the-scenes view into the practice of wind engineering, 
and insight into davenport’s steadfast belief that there is nei-
ther a structure too tall nor too long, as long as it is supported 
by sound wind science. 

Siobhan Roberts is a freelance science journalist who first 
wrote about davenport and wind engineering for the New 
York Times. she is the author of King of Infinite Space: Donald 
Coxeter, The Man Who Saved Geometry.
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POETRY

The Two Yvonnes
poems

Jessica Greenbaum

this is the second collection from a Brooklyn poet whose 
work many readers will know from the New Yorker. Jessica 
Greenbaum’s narrative poems, in which objects and meta-
phor share highest honors, attempt revelation through close 
observation of the everyday. Written in “plain American that 
cats and dogs can read,” as Marianne Moore phrased it, 
these contemporary lyrics bring forward the challenges of 
Wisława szymborska, the reportage of Yehuda Amichai, and 
the formal forays of Marilyn Hacker. the book asks at heart: 
how does life present itself to us, and how do we create value 
from our delights and losses? riding on Kenneth Koch’s 
instruction to “find one true feeling and hang on,” The Two 
Yvonnes overtakes the present with candor, meditation, and 
the classic aspiration to shape lyric into a lasting force.

Moving from 1960s Long island, to 1980s Houston, to 
today’s Brooklyn, the poems range in subject from the pages 
of the talmud to a squirrel trapped in a kitchen. one tells the 
story of young lovers “warmed by the rays / their pelvic bones 
sent over the horizon of their belts,” while another describes 
the Bronx Zoo in winter, where the giraffes pad about “like 
nurses walking quietly / outside a sick room.” Another poem 
defines the speaker via a “packing slip” of her parts—“brown 
eyes, brown hair, from hirsute tribes in poland and russia.” 
the title poem, in which the speaker and friends stumble 
through a series of flawed memories about each other, un-
earths the human vulnerabilities that shape so much of the 
collection.

Jessica Greenbaum is the author of the award-winning poetry 
collection Inventing Difficulty. Her poems and essays have 
appeared in the New Yorker, the Nation, Poetry, Southwest 
Review, and elsewhere. she is the poetry editor of upstreet.

princeton series oF conteMporArY poets
paul Muldoon, series editor

Praise for Jessica Greenbaum’s Invent-
ing Difficulty:

“These are tough, passionate poems that 
spring from an urgency both intellectual 
and primal. They are wry, hilarious, 
and wacky at times, heartbreakingly sad 
at others. Jessica Greenbaum brings a 
sparkling imagination and a vital, divine 
impatience to American poetry. How we 
need her, right about now!”
—Phillip Lopate
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The Fairies Return
or, new tales for old

Compiled by Peter Davies
edited and with an introduction by Maria tatar

originally issued in 1934, The Fairies Return was the first col-
lection of modernist fairy tales ever published in england, and 
it marked the arrival of a satirical classic that has never been 
surpassed. even today, this reimagining of fifteen timeless 
tales—from “puss in Boots” to “Little red riding Hood”—is 
still fresh and bold, giving readers a world steeped not in once 
upon a time, but in the here and now. 

Longtime favorites in this playfully subversive collec-
tion are retold for modern times and mature sensibilities. in 
“Jack and the Giant Killer,” Jack becomes a trickster who must 
deliver england from the hands of three ogres after a failed 
government inquiry. “Ali Baba and the Forty thieves” is set 
in contemporary London and the world of financial margins 
and mergers. in “the Little Mermaid,” a young canadian girl 
with breathtaking swimming skills is lured by the temptations 
of Hollywood. And cinderella becomes a spinster and holy 
woman, creating a very different happily ever after. these tales 
expose social anxieties, political corruption, predatory eco-
nomic behavior, and destructive appetites even as they express 
hope for a better world. A new introduction from esteemed 
fairy-tale scholar Maria tatar puts the collection in context. 

From stockbrokers and socialites to shopkeepers and 
writers, the characters in The Fairies Return face contemporary 
challenges while living in the magical world of fairy tales. 

Peter Davies (1897–1960) was the rumored inspiration for pe-
ter pan, the daredevil character created by his adoptive father, 
author J. M. Barrie. davies was the founder of the publish-
ing house peter davies Ltd. Maria Tatar is the John L. Loeb 
professor of Germanic Languages and Literatures and chair of 
the program in Folklore and Mythology at Harvard university. 
she is the editor of The Annotated Peter Pan and the author of 
Enchanted Hunters (both norton), among many other books.

oddLY Modern FAirY tALes
Jack Zipes, series editor

A SATIRICAL AND MODERN RETELLING 
OF BELOVED FAIRY TALES

“This is a welcome new edition of a col-
lection that updated and breathed new 
life into the fairy tale.”
—Cristina Bacchilega, author of Post-
modern Fairy Tales


