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“‘How clean a smell he has managed 
to leave behind!’ George Orwell wrote 
of Gandhi. The same could be said of 
Bernard Williams, and with the same 
touch of wonder. . . . Williams’s acute 
intelligence—high-spirited, supple, and 
wide-ranging—was unfailingly in the 
service of decency, clarity, and an ethical 
life rooted not in abstract principles 
but in the tangled circumstances of the 
everyday. These elegant, witty essays 
and reviews, still astonishingly alive, are 
at once deeply pleasurable and deeply 
important.”
—Stephen Greenblatt, author of The 
Swerve

FEBRUARY

Cloth  $35.00S
978-0-691-15985-0

456 pages. 1 halftone. 6 x 9.

PHILOSOPHY z ESSAYS

Essays and Reviews
1959–2002

Bernard Williams
Foreword by Michael Wood

Bernard Williams was one of the most important philosophers 
of the last fifty years, but he was also a distinguished critic and 
essayist with an elegant style and a rare ability to communi-
cate complex ideas to a wide public. This is the first collection 
of Williams’s popular essays and reviews, many of which ap-
peared in the New York Review of Books, the London Review of 
Books, and the Times Literary Supplement. In these pieces, Wil-
liams writes about a broad range of subjects, from philosophy 
and political philosophy to religion, science, the humanities, 
economics, socialism, feminism, and pornography.

Included here are reviews of major books such as John 
Rawls’s Theory of Justice, Robert Nozick’s Anarchy, State, and 
Utopia, Alastair MacIntyre’s After Virtue, Richard Rorty’s Con-
sequences of Pragmatism, and Martha Nussbaum’s Therapy of 
Desire. But many of these essays extend beyond philosophy 
and together provide an intellectual tour through the past half 
century, from C. S. Lewis and Umberto Eco to Noam Chom-
sky. No matter the subject, Williams probes and challenges 
arguments, teases out their implications, and connects them 
to the wider intellectual scene. At the same time, readers see a 
first-class mind grappling with landmark books in “real time,” 
before critical consensus had formed and ossified.

In his foreword, Michael Wood discusses Williams’s style 
and sensibility and his concern that philosophy contribute to 
the larger intellectual conversation.

Bernard Williams (1929–2003) was Knightbridge Professor 
of Philosophy at the University of Cambridge, where he later 
served as provost of King’s College, before assuming profes-
sorships at the University of California, Berkeley, and the 
University of Oxford. His many books include Morality, Moral 
Luck, Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy, Shame and Necessity, 
and Truth and Truthfulness (Princeton).

THE FIRST COLLECTION OF POPULAR REVIEWS 
AND ESSAYS FROM DISTINGUISHED 
PHILOSOPHER BERNARD WILLIAMS
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“An excellent selection of essays including 
all of Hirschman’s finest pieces.”
—Dani Rodrik, author of The Globaliza-
tion Paradox: Democracy and the Future 
of the World Economy

“Albert O. Hirschman’s work should be 
rediscovered and studied by every new 
generation of social scientists for a long 
time to come.”
—Claus Offe, Hertie School of Gover-
nance, Berlin

HIRSCHMAN’S MOST IMPORTANT ESSAYS 
IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES, COLLECTED 

TOGETHER IN ONE VOLUME

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $29.95S
978-0-691-15990-4
304 pages. 6 x 9.

INTELLECTUAL HISTORY z SOCIAL SCIENCE

The Essential 
Hirschman

Albert O. Hirschman
Edited and with an introduction by Jeremy Adelman 

Afterword by Emma Rothschild & Amartya Sen

The Essential Hirschman brings together some of the finest 
essays in the social sciences, written by one of the twentieth 
century’s most influential and provocative thinkers. Albert O. 
Hirschman was a master essayist, one who possessed the rare 
ability to blend the precision of economics with the elegance of 
literary imagination. In an age in which our academic disci-
plines require ever-greater specialization and narrowness, it 
is rare to encounter an intellectual who can transform how we 
think about inequality by writing about traffic, or who can slip 
in a quote from Flaubert to reveal something surprising about 
taxes. The essays gathered here span an astonishing range of 
topics and perspectives, including industrialization in Latin 
America, imagining reform as more than repair, the relation-
ship between imagination and leadership, routine thinking and 
the marketplace, and the ways our arguments affect democratic 
life. Throughout, we find humor, unforgettable metaphors, 
brilliant analysis, and an elegance of style that give Hirschman 
such a singular voice.

Featuring an introduction by Jeremy Adelman that 
places each of these essays in context as well as an insightful 
afterword by Emma Rothschild and Amartya Sen, The Essential 
Hirschman is the ideal introduction to Hirschman for a new 
generation of readers and a must-have collection for anyone 
seeking his most important writings in one book.

Albert O. Hirschman (1915–2012) was one of the leading intel-
lectuals of the twentieth century, renowned for his contribu-
tions to economics, the social sciences, and the history of 
ideas. Jeremy Adelman is the Walter Samuel Carpenter III 
Professor of Spanish Civilization and Culture at Princeton 
University. His books include Worldly Philosopher: The Odyssey 
of Albert O. Hirschman (Princeton).
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A GROUNDBREAKING NEW 
HISTORY OF RACISM

“There will probably never be a consen-
sus about the origins, nature, chronol-
ogy, and future of racism. Now, how-
ever, thanks to Francisco Bethencourt’s 
brave, reflective, provocative, painstak-
ing, and searching history, the problems 
are clearer than ever before, and the 
continuing debates will be immeasur-
ably better informed.”
—Felipe Fernández-Armesto, author of 
1492: The Year the World Began

JANUARY

Cloth  $35.00S
978-0-691-15526-5

584 pages. 73 halftones. 18 maps. 8 x 10.

WORLD HISTORY

Racisms
From the Crusades to the Twentieth Century

Francisco Bethencourt

Groundbeaking in its global and historical scope, Racisms is 
the first comprehensive history of racism, from the Crusades 
to the twentieth century. Demonstrating that there is not one 
continuous tradition of racism in the West, distinguished 
historian Francisco Bethencourt shows that racism preceded 
any theories of race and must be viewed within the prism 
and context of social hierarchies and local conditions. In this 
richly illustrated book, Bethencourt argues that in its various 
aspects, all racism has been triggered by political projects 
monopolizing specific economic and social resources.

Bethencourt focuses on the Western world, but opens 
comparative views on ethnic discrimination and segregation in 
Asia and Africa. He looks at different forms of racism, par-
ticularly against New Christians and Moriscos in Iberia, black 
slaves and freedmen in colonial and postcolonial environ-
ments, Native Americans, Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 
and Jews in modern Europe. Exploring instances of enslave-
ment, forced migration, and ethnic cleansing, Bethencourt 
reflects on genocide and the persecution of ethnicities in 
twentieth-century Europe and Anatolia. These cases are com-
pared to the genocide of the Herero and Tutsi in Africa, and 
ethnic discrimination in Japan, China, and India. Bethencourt 
analyzes how practices of discrimination and segregation from 
the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries were defended, and he 
systematically integrates visual culture into his investigation.

Moving away from ideas of linear or innate racism, this is 
a major interdisciplinary work that recasts our understanding 
of interethnic relations. 

Francisco Bethencourt is the Charles Boxer Professor of 
History at King’s College London. He is the author of The 
Inquisition and the coeditor of Correspondence and Cultural 
Exchange in Europe, Portuguese Oceanic Expansion, and Racism 
and Ethnic Relations in the Portuguese-Speaking World. He has 
served as director of the Gulbenkian Cultural Center in Paris 
and the National Library of Portugal.  
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A BOLD NEW INTERPRETATION OF—AND FRESH 
INTRODUCTION TO—THE PRINCE ON ITS  

500TH ANNIVERSARY

Praise for Maurizio Viroli’s Niccolò’s 
Smile: A Biography of Machiavelli:

“A welcome antidote to the clichéd im-
age of self-interested knavery for which 
[Machiavelli] has become known. . . . [A] 
fascinating portrait.” 
—Alexander Stille, New York Times 
Book Review

“Elegant and accessible.”
—Mark Lilla, Washington Post Book 
World

NOVEMBER

Cloth  $26.95S
978-0-691-16001-6

208 pages. 10 halftones. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

POLITICS z HISTORY

Redeeming The Prince
The Meaning of Machiavelli’s Masterpiece

Maurizio Viroli

In Redeeming “The Prince,” one of the world’s leading Ma-
chiavelli scholars puts forth a startling new interpretation of 
arguably the most influential but widely misunderstood book 
in the Western political tradition. Overturning popular miscon-
ceptions and challenging scholarly consensus, Maurizio Viroli 
also provides a fresh introduction to the work. Seen from this 
original perspective, five centuries after its composition, The 
Prince offers new insights into the nature and possibilities of 
political liberation.

Rather than a bible of unscrupulous politics, The Prince, 
Viroli argues, is actually about political redemption—a book 
motivated by Machiavelli’s patriotic desire to see a new found-
ing for Italy. Written in the form of an oration, following the 
rules of classical rhetoric, the book condenses its main mes-
sage in the final section, “Exhortation to liberate Italy from the 
barbarians.” There Machiavelli creates the myth of a redeemer, 
an ideal ruler who ushers in an era of peace, freedom, and 
unity. Contrary to scholars who maintain that the exhortation 
was added later, Viroli proves that Machiavelli composed it 
along with the rest of the text, completing the whole by De-
cember 1513 or early 1514.

Only if we read The Prince as a theory of political redemp-
tion, Viroli contends, can we at last understand, and properly 
evaluate, the book’s most controversial pages on political 
morality, as well as put to rest the cliché of Machiavelli as a 
“Machiavellian.”

Bold, clear, and provocative, Redeeming “The Prince” 
should permanently change how Machiavelli and his master-
piece are understood.

Maurizio Viroli is professor emeritus of politics at Princeton 
University and professor of political communication at the 
University of Italian Switzerland in Lugano. His many books 
include Niccolò’s Smile: A Biography of Machiavelli (Hill & 
Wang), Machiavelli’s God (Princeton), and The Liberty of Ser-
vants: Berlusconi’s Italy (Princeton).
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ECONOMICS z HISTORY

Lending to the 
Borrower from Hell
Debt, Taxes, and Default in the Age of Philip II

Mauricio Drelichman & 
Hans-Joachim Voth

Why do lenders time and again loan money to sovereign bor-
rowers who promptly go bankrupt? When can this type of lend-
ing work? As the United States and many European nations 
struggle with mountains of debt, historical precedents can 
offer valuable insights. Lending to the Borrower from Hell looks 
at one famous case—the debts and defaults of Philip II of 
Spain. Ruling over one of the largest and most powerful  
empires in history, King Philip defaulted four times. Yet he 
never lost access to capital markets and could borrow again 
within a year or two of each default. Exploring the shrewd rea-
soning of the lenders who continued to offer money, Mauricio 
Drelichman and Hans-Joachim Voth analyze the lessons from 
this important historical example.

Using detailed new evidence collected from sixteenth-
century archives, Drelichman and Voth examine the incentives 
and returns of lenders. They provide powerful evidence that in 
the right situations, lenders not only survive despite defaults—
they thrive. Drelichman and Voth also demonstrate that debt 
markets cope well, despite massive fluctuations in expendi-
ture and revenue, when lending functions like insurance. The 
authors unearth unique sixteenth-century loan contracts that 
offered highly effective risk sharing between the king and his 
lenders, with payment obligations reduced in bad times. 

A fascinating story of finance and empire, Lending to the 
Borrower from Hell offers an intelligent model for keeping 
economies safe in times of sovereign debt crises and defaults.

Mauricio Drelichman is associate professor in the Vancouver 
School of Economics at the University of British Columbia 
and a fellow in the Institutions, Organizations, and Growth 
program of the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research. 
Hans-Joachim Voth is ICREA Research Professor in the Eco-
nomics Department at Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, 
where he is also a member of the Centre for Research in 
International Economics. He is the author of Time and Work 
in England during the Industrial Revolution and coauthor of 
Prometheus Shackled.

THE PRINCETON ECONOMIC HISTORY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
Joel Mokyr, Series Editor

“The fruit of long, intense original re-
search, this convincing book revises the 
standard histories of public credit and 
imperial Spain.”
—Larry D. Neal, professor emeritus 
of economics, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign

WHAT THE LOANS AND DEFAULTS OF 
A SIXTEENTH-CENTURY KING CAN TEACH US 

ABOUT SOVEREIGN DEBT TODAY
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“Randomized impact evaluations, 
pioneered by Rachel Glennerster and 
her colleagues, have emerged as a 
powerful new tool in the fight against 
poverty. This book gives us a critical 
guide for how to actually do them. It is 
required reading for students, profes-
sionals, and researchers committed to 
using evidence to guide policy.”
—Dean Karlan, coauthor of More Than 
Good Intentions

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO RUNNING 
RANDOMIzED IMPACT EVALUATIONS OF SOCIAL 

PROGRAMS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

DECEMBER

Paper  $35.00S
978-0-691-15927-0

Cloth  $75.00S
978-0-691-15924-9

472 pages. 50 line illus. 
25 tables. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

ECONOMICS z DEVELOPMENT STUDIES z 
PUBLIC POLICY

Running 
Randomized Evaluations

A Practical Guide

Rachel Glennerster & 
Kudzai Takavarasha

This book provides a comprehensive yet accessible guide to 
running randomized impact evaluations of social programs. 
Drawing on the experience of researchers at the Abdul Latif 
Jameel Poverty Action Lab, which has run hundreds of such 
evaluations in dozens of countries throughout the world, it 
offers practical insights on how to use this powerful technique, 
especially in resource-poor environments.

This step-by-step guide explains why and when random-
ized evaluations are useful, in what situations they should be 
used, and how to prioritize different evaluation opportuni-
ties. It shows how to design and analyze studies that answer 
important questions while respecting the constraints of those 
working on and benefiting from the program being evaluated. 
The book gives concrete tips on issues such as improving the 
quality of a study despite tight budget constraints, and demon-
strates how the results of randomized impact evaluations can 
inform policy.

With its self-contained modules, this one-of-a-kind guide 
is easy to navigate. It also includes invaluable references and a 
checklist of the common pitfalls to avoid.

u   Provides the most up-to-date guide to running randomized 
evaluations of social programs, especially in developing 
countries

u   Offers practical tips on how to complete high-quality  
studies in even the most challenging environments

u   Self-contained modules allow for easy reference and flexible 
teaching and learning

u  Comprehensive yet nontechnical

Rachel Glennerster is executive director of the Abdul Latif Ja-
meel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. Kudzai Takavarasha holds degrees in chemical 
engineering and economics from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, and was a policy manager at J-PAL from 2004 
to 2012.
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“The Limits of Partnership offers a 
comprehensive overview of U.S.-
Russian relations since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. I know of no other 
book that explains why the post-Soviet 
bilateral relationship has never lived 
up to expectations.”
—Fiona Hill, Brookings Institution

THE PROMISE AND DISAPPOINTMENT 
OF U.S.-RUSSIAN RELATIONS

JANUARY

Cloth  $29.95S
978-0-691-15297-4

300 pages. 15 halftones. 6 x 9.

CURRENT AFFAIRS z 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The Limits of Partnership
U.S.-Russian Relations in the Twenty-First Century

Angela E. Stent

The Limits of Partnership offers a riveting narrative on U.S.-
Russian relations since the Soviet collapse and on the chal-
lenges ahead. It reflects the unique perspective of an insider 
who is also recognized as a leading expert on this troubled 
relationship. American presidents have repeatedly attempted 
to forge a strong and productive partnership only to be held 
hostage to the deep mistrust born of the Cold War. For the 
United States, Russia remains a priority because of its nuclear 
weapons arsenal, its strategic location bordering Europe 
and Asia, and its ability to support—or thwart—American 
interests. Why has it been so difficult to move the relationship 
forward? What are the prospects for doing so in the future? Is 
the effort doomed to fail again and again?

Angela Stent served as an adviser on Russia under Bill 
Clinton and George W. Bush, and maintains close ties with 
key policymakers in both countries. Here, she argues that the 
same contentious issues—terrorism, missile defense, Iran, 
nuclear proliferation, Afghanistan, the former Soviet space, 
the greater Middle East—have been in every president’s inbox, 
Democrat and Republican alike, since the collapse of the 
USSR. Stent vividly describes how Clinton and Bush sought 
inroads with Russia and staked much on their personal ties 
to Boris Yeltsin and Vladimir Putin—only to leave office with 
relations at a low point—and how Barack Obama managed to 
restore ties only to see them undermined by a Putin regime 
resentful of American dominance and determined to restore 
Russia’s great power status.

The Limits of Partnership calls for a fundamental reassess-
ment of the principles and practices that drive U.S.-Russian 
relations, and offers a path forward to meet the urgent chal-
lenges facing both countries.

Angela E. Stent is professor of government and foreign service 
and director of the Center for Eurasian, Russian, and East Eu-
ropean Studies at Georgetown University. Her books include 
Russia and Germany Reborn: Unification, the Soviet Collapse, 
and the New Europe (Princeton).
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HOW AMERICA BECAME AN UNWITTING IMPERIAL 
POWER IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY AND BEYOND

“Noel Maurer’s wonderful book 
explores a long-standing question: as 
European powers built world empires 
in the nineteenth century, why did 
the United States—the leading global 
economy—not follow suit? The Empire 
Trap provides readers with the defini-
tive answer.”
—James Robinson, coauthor of Why 
Nations Fail

SEPTEMBER

Cloth  $39.50S
978-0-691-15582-1

480 pages. 34 line illus. 
18 tables. 1 map. 6 x 9.

ECONOMICS z POLITICAL SCIENCE

The Empire Trap
The Rise and Fall of U.S. Intervention to Protect 

American Property Overseas, 1893–2013

Noel Maurer 

Throughout the twentieth century, the U.S. government 
willingly deployed power, hard and soft, to protect American 
investments all around the globe. Why did the United States 
get into the business of defending its citizens’ property rights 
abroad? The Empire Trap looks at how modern U.S. involve-
ment in the empire business began, how American foreign 
policy became increasingly tied to the sway of private financial 
interests, and how postwar administrations finally extricated 
the United States from economic interventionism, even 
though the government had the will and power to continue.

Noel Maurer examines the ways that American investors 
initially influenced their government to intercede to protect 
investments in locations such as Central America and the 
Caribbean. Costs were small—at least at the outset—but with 
each incremental step, American policy became increasingly 
entangled with the goals of those they were backing, mak-
ing disengagement more difficult. Maurer discusses how, all 
the way through the 1970s, the United States not only failed 
to resist pressure to defend American investments, but also 
remained unsuccessful at altering internal institutions of 
other countries in order to make property rights secure in the 
absence of active American involvement. Foreign nations ex-
propriated American investments, but in almost every case the 
U.S. government’s employment of economic sanctions or co-
vert action obtained market value or more in compensation—
despite the growing strategic risks. The advent of institutions 
focusing on international arbitration finally gave the executive 
branch a credible political excuse not to act. Maurer cautions 
that these institutions are now under strain and that a collapse 
might open the empire trap once more.

With shrewd and timely analysis, this book considers 
American patterns of foreign intervention and the nation’s 
changing role as an imperial power.

Noel Maurer is associate professor of business administration 
at Harvard Business School. He is the author of The Power 
and the Money and coauthor of The Politics of Property Rights, 
Mexico since 1980, and The Big Ditch (Princeton).

REANNOUNCING
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Cloth  $29.95S
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304 pages. 12 line illus. 6 x 9.

ANTHROPOLOGY z HISTORY OF SCIENCE

The Alzheimer 
Conundrum

Entanglements of Dementia and Aging

Margaret Lock

Because of rapidly aging populations, the number of people 
worldwide experiencing dementia is increasing, and the 
projections are grim. Despite hundreds of millions of dollars 
invested in medical research, no effective treatment has been 
discovered for Alzheimer’s disease, the most common form 
of dementia. The Alzheimer Conundrum exposes the predica-
ments embedded in current efforts to slow down or halt Al-
zheimer’s disease through early detection of presymptomatic 
biological changes in healthy individuals. 

Based on a careful study of the history of Alzheimer’s 
disease and extensive in-depth interviews with clinicians, 
scientists, epidemiologists, geneticists, and others, Margaret 
Lock highlights the limitations and the dissent implicated in 
this approach. She stresses that one major difficulty is the 
well-documented absence of behavioral signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease in a significant proportion of elderly individuals, even 
when Alzheimer neuropathology is present in their brains. 
This incongruity makes it difficult to distinguish what counts 
as normal versus pathological and, further, makes it evident 
that social and biological processes contribute inseparably to 
aging. Lock argues that basic research must continue, but it 
should be complemented by a realistic public health approach 
available everywhere that will be more effective and more hu-
mane than one focused almost exclusively on an increasingly 
frenzied search for a cure.

Margaret Lock is the Marjorie Bronfman Professor Emerita in 
the Department of Social Studies of Medicine and the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at McGill University. Lock’s many books 
include Encounters with Aging, Twice Dead, and An Anthropol-
ogy of Biomedicine.

“Bringing together an anthropology of 
predictive medicine with a social study 
of science, and discussing recent biolog-
ical discoveries as well as crucial public 
health problems, The Alzheimer Conun-
drum offers an insightful approach to 
the uncertain boundaries between aging 
and dementia, and brilliantly revisits the 
philosophical theme of the normal and 
pathological. Evocatively written, it is a 
major contribution to the understanding 
of one of the most perplexing and tragic 
issues of our time.”
—Didier Fassin, Institute for Advanced 
Study

AN IN-DEPTH LOOK INTO THE PROBLEMATIC 
AND CONTRADICTORY APPROACHES TO 
ALzHEIMER’S DISEASE AND DEMENTIA
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“In Oxygen, Don Canfield recounts two 
epics in one—the evolution of breath-
able air over the entirety of Earth his-
tory, and the equally engaging account 
of how scientists have reconstructed 
this history from chemical details in 
ancient rocks. Even those who know 
the story well, or think they do, will find 
much food for thought.”  
—Andrew Knoll, Harvard University, 
author of Life on a Young Planet

AN ACCESSIBLE HISTORY OF HOW EARTH 
BECAME AN OXYGENATED PLANET

JANUARY

Cloth  $29.95S
978-0-691-14502-0

256 pages. 8 color illus. 20 halftones. 
35 line illus. 6 x 9.

POPULAR SCIENCE z EARTH SCIENCE

Oxygen
A Four Billion Year History

Donald E. Canfield 

The air we breathe is twenty-one percent oxygen, an amount 
higher than on any other known world. While we may take our 
air for granted, Earth was not always an oxygenated planet. How 
did it become this way? Oxygen is the most current account 
of the history of atmospheric oxygen on Earth. Donald Can-
field—one of the world’s leading authorities on geochemistry, 
earth history, and the early oceans—covers this vast history, 
emphasizing its relationship to the evolution of life and the 
evolving chemistry of the Earth. With an accessible and colorful 
first-person narrative, he draws from a variety of fields, includ-
ing geology, paleontology, geochemistry, biochemistry, animal 
physiology, and microbiology, to explain why our oxygenated 
Earth became the ideal place for life.

Describing which processes, both biological and geologi-
cal, act to control oxygen levels in the atmosphere, Canfield 
traces the records of oxygen concentrations through time. 
Readers learn about the great oxidation event, the tipping 
point 2.3 billion years ago when the oxygen content of the 
Earth increased dramatically, and Canfield examines how 
oxygenation created a favorable environment for the evolution 
of large animals. He guides readers through the various lines 
of scientific evidence, considers some of the wrong turns and 
dead ends along the way, and highlights the scientists and 
researchers who have made key discoveries in the field. 

Showing how Earth’s atmosphere developed over time, 
Oxygen takes readers on a remarkable journey through the his-
tory of the oxygenation of our planet.  

Donald E. Canfield is professor of ecology at the University 
of Southern Denmark and director of the Nordic Center for 
Earth Evolution (NordCEE). He is a member of the National 
Academy of Science, coauthor of Aquatic Geomicrobiology and 
coeditor of Fundamentals of Geobiology.  

SCIENCE ESSENTIALS
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A NEW INTERPRETATION OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE NOVEL, FROM ANCIENT GREECE TO TODAY

OCTOBER

Cloth  $35.00S
978-0-691-12189-5
320 pages. 6 x 9.

LITERATURE

The Lives of the Novel
A History

Thomas G. Pavel

This is a boldly original history of the novel from ancient 
Greece to the vibrant world of contemporary fiction. Thomas 
Pavel argues that the driving force behind the novel’s evolu-
tion has been a rivalry between stories that idealize human 
behavior and those that ridicule and condemn it. Impelled 
by this conflict, the novel moved from depicting strong souls 
to sensitive hearts and, finally, to enigmatic psyches. Pavel 
makes his case by analyzing more than a hundred novels from 
Europe, North and South America, Asia, and beyond. The 
result is a wide-ranging survey of the novel and a provocative 
reinterpretation of its development.

According to Pavel, the earliest novels were implausible 
because their characters were either perfect or villainous. In 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, novelists strove for 
greater credibility by describing the inner lives of ideal charac-
ters in minute detail (as in Samuel Richardson’s case), or by 
closely examining the historical and social environment (as 
Walter Scott and Balzac did). Yet the earlier rivalry continued: 
Henry Fielding held the line against idealism, defending the 
comic tradition with its flawed characters, while Charlotte 
Brontë and George Eliot offered a rejoinder to social realism 
with their idealized vision of strong, generous, and sensitive 
women. In the twentieth century, modernists like Proust and 
Joyce sought to move beyond this conflict and capture the 
enigmatic workings of the psyche.

Pavel concludes his compelling account by showing 
how the old tensions persist even within today’s pluralism, 
as popular novels about heroes coexist with a wealth of other 
kinds of works, from satire to social and psychological realism.

Thomas G. Pavel is Distinguished Service Professor of 
French, Comparative Literature, and Social Thought at the 
University of Chicago. His books include Fictional Worlds and 
The Spell of Language. 

“Brilliant, provocative, and clearly and 
forcefully argued, this is an instant 
classic of literary criticism. Address-
ing nothing less than the history of the 
novel from its beginnings in ancient 
Greece to the second half of the twenti-
eth century, Pavel analyzes more than a 
hundred works, presenting exciting new 
ways of understanding them and their 
place in the genre’s development.”
—David Quint, Yale University
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“The brilliant, innovative, and emi-
nently sophisticated essays in this vitally 
important and long-overdue book dem-
onstrate not only the breadth of Auer-
bach’s erudition, but also the continued 
relevance of his work for literary schol-
ars today. A stunning achievement.”
—John Hamilton, Harvard University

AN IMPORTANT NEW SELECTION OF 
ESSAYS FROM ONE OF THE TWENTIETH 

CENTURY’S LITERARY GIANTS

DECEMBER

Cloth  $39.50S
978-0-691-13711-7
328 pages. 6 x 9.

LITERATURE 

Time, History, 
and Literature
Selected Essays of Erich Auerbach

Edited and with an introduction by 
James I. Porter and translated by Jane O. Newman

Erich Auerbach (1892–1957), best known for his classic literary 
study Mimesis, is celebrated today as a founder of compara-
tive literature, a forerunner of secular criticism, and a prophet 
of global literary studies. Yet the true depth of Auerbach’s 
thinking and writing remains unplumbed. Time, History, and 
Literature presents a wide selection of Auerbach’s essays, 
many of which are little known outside the German-speaking 
world. Of the twenty essays culled from the full length of his 
career for this volume, twelve have never appeared in English 
before, and one is being published for the first time.

Foregrounded in this major new collection are Auerbach’s 
complex relationship to the Judaeo-Christian tradition, his 
philosophy of time and history, and his theory of human ethics 
and responsible action. Auerbach effectively charts out the 
difficult discovery, in the wake of Christianity, of the sensuous, 
the earthly, and the human and social worlds. A number of the 
essays reflect Auerbach’s responses to an increasingly hostile 
National Socialist environment. These writings offer a chal-
lenging model of intellectual engagement, one that remains as 
compelling today as it was in Auerbach’s own time.

James I. Porter is professor of classics and comparative litera-
ture at the University of California, Irvine. His books include 
Nietzsche and the Philology of the Future and The Origins of 
Aesthetic Thought in Ancient Greece. Jane O. Newman is pro-
fessor of comparative literature at the University of California, 
Irvine. Her books include The Intervention of Philology and 
Benjamin’s Library. (See page 56 for a new edition of Erich 
Auerbach’s Mimesis.)
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“In six short essays, Arasse shows what 
it is to enter into the complexity of a 
work, inspect the nooks and crannies, 
and reject conventional wisdom.”
—Phillippe Dagen, Le Monde

“The casual nature of [Arasse’s] lan-
guage cannot mask his tremendous 
erudition, all while emphasizing his 
ease in navigating within the pieces and 
his familiarity with the Zeitgeist.”
—Armelle Godeluck, Lire

“[The chapters in Take a Closer Look] 
have the depth of scholarly essays and 
the irreverent charm of the best fiction.”
—Michèle Gazier, Télérama

“Arasse was a terrific writer with a bril-
liant mind and this book is redolent 
with wit and intellectual authority. He 
has a wonderful way of asking ques-
tions, of taking the reader with him 
on his intellectual journey. In this case 
each journey begins with the problem 
posed by a single prominent old-master 
painting, and ranges widely from there 
across interpretive and historical con-
cerns. The informal, speculative, and 
performative quality of Arasse’s voice in 
these pages will help assure the book’s 
wide appeal and accessibility.”
—Marc Gotlieb, Williams College

WHAT PAINTINGS CAN TEACH US— 
IF WE CAN REALLY LEARN TO SEE THEM

OCTOBER

Cloth  $35.00S
978-0-691-15154-0

176 pages. 43 color illus. 7 x 8 1⁄2.

ART

Take a Closer Look

Daniel Arasse
Translated by Alyson Waters

What happens when we look at a painting? What do we think 
about? What do we imagine? How can we explain, even to 
ourselves, what we see or think we see? And how can art 
historians interpret with any seriousness what they observe? In 
six engaging, short narrative “fictions,” each richly illustrated 
in color, Daniel Arasse, one of the most brilliant art historians 
of our time, cleverly and gracefully guides readers through 
a variety of adventures in seeing, from Velázquez to Titian, 
Bruegel to Tintoretto.

By demonstrating that we don’t really see what these 
paintings are trying to show us, Arasse makes it clear that we 
need to take a closer look. In chapters that each have a dif-
ferent form, including a letter, an interview, and an animated 
conversation with a colleague, the book explores how these 
pictures teach us about ways of seeing across the centuries. 
In the process, Arasse freshly lays bare the dazzling power of 
painting. Fast-paced and full of humor as well as insight, this 
is a book for anyone who cares about really looking at, seeing, 
and understanding paintings.

Daniel Arasse (1944–2003) was professor of art history at the 
Sorbonne, director of the French Institute in Florence, and 
director of studies at l’École des Hautes Études en Science So-
ciales. His many books include Vermeer (Princeton), Botticelli, 
and Anselm Kiefer.
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“Insightful and learned. Halbertal is per-
haps the leading philosopher of Jewish 
law today. His book on Maimonides, like 
his other writings, reflects wide erudi-
tion and is written clearly and sharply.”
—Warren zev Harvey, professor emeritus, 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“Displaying the marvelous depth and 
clarity that mark all his work, Halbertal 
explains in abundant detail the trans-
formations that Maimonides sought to 
effect in the Jewish world. He provides 
incisive interpretations of both legal 
and philosophical writings, yet he is 
also a biographer, binding together 
Maimonides’s life, self-perception, and 
intellectual agenda. This is an excep-
tionally rich book, one that offers fresh 
perspectives for experts and a highly 
accessible introduction for general 
readers.”
—David Shatz, Yeshiva University

“An outstanding and thrilling portrait 
of Maimonides. Halbertal’s analytic 
lucidity and psychological depth are 
singular, and his talents are abundantly 
apparent on every page. This is an 
extraordinary book.”
—Menachem Lorberbaum, Tel Aviv 
University

A MAJOR NEW ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE  
AND THOUGHT OF JUDAISM’S 

MOST CELEBRATED PHILOSOPHER

DECEMBER

Cloth  $35.00S
978-0-691-15851-8
472 pages. 6 x 9.

 JEWISH STUDIES z PHILOSOPHY z RELIGION

Maimonides
Life and Thought

Moshe Halbertal

Maimonides was the greatest Jewish philosopher and legal 
scholar of the medieval period, a towering figure who has 
had a profound and lasting influence on Jewish law, phi-
losophy, and religious consciousness. This book provides a 
comprehensive and accessible introduction to his life and 
work, revealing how his philosophical sensibility and outlook 
informed his interpretation of Jewish tradition.

Moshe Halbertal vividly describes Maimonides’s child-
hood in Muslim Spain, his family’s flight to North Africa to 
escape persecution, and their eventual resettling in Egypt. 
He draws on Maimonides’s letters and the testimonies of his 
contemporaries, both Muslims and Jews, to offer new insights 
into his personality and the circumstances that shaped his 
thinking. Halbertal then turns to Maimonides’s legal and 
philosophical work, analyzing his three great books—Com-
mentary on the Mishnah, Mishneh Torah, and The Guide of 
the Perplexed. He discusses Maimonides’s battle against all 
attempts to personify God, his conviction that God’s presence 
in the world is mediated through the natural order rather than 
through miracles, and his locating of philosophy and science 
at the summit of the religious life of Torah. Halbertal exam-
ines Maimonides’s philosophical positions on fundamental 
questions such as the nature and limits of religious language, 
creation and nature, prophecy, providence, the problem of evil, 
and the meaning of the commandments.

A stunning achievement, Maimonides offers an unparal-
leled look at the life and thought of this important Jewish 
philosopher, scholar, and theologian.

Moshe Halbertal is professor of law at New York University 
and IDC Herzliya in Israel, and professor of Jewish thought 
and philosophy at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His 
books include On Sacrifice and Concealment and Revelation: 
Esotericism in Jewish Thought and Its Philosophical Implications 
(both Princeton).
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“A World without Why is a fascinating 
collection of essays by one of the most 
original, witty, profound, passionate, 
and erudite philosophers alive today.”
—Wendy Brown, author of Walled 
States, Waning Sovereignty

“These essays are, as always with Geuss, 
engagingly written, challenging, and 
extremely interesting.”
—Daniel Brudney, author of Marx’s 
Attempt to Leave Philosophy

WHY THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE IS 
NOT AS INTELLIGIBLE TO US AS WE THINK

FEBRUARY

Cloth  $45.00S
978-0-691-15588-3
320 pages. 6 x 9.

PHILOSOPHY z POLITICAL THEORY

A World without Why

Raymond Geuss

Wishful thinking is a deeply ingrained human trait that has 
had a long-term distorting effect on ethical thinking. Many 
influential ethical views depend on the optimistic assump-
tion that, despite appearances to the contrary, the human and 
natural world in which we live could, eventually, be made to 
make sense to us. In A World without Why, Raymond Geuss 
challenges this assumption.

The essays in this collection—several of which are 
published here for the first time—explore the genesis and 
historical development of this optimistic configuration in 
ethical thought and the ways in which it has shown itself to be 
unfounded and misguided. Discussions of Greco-Roman an-
tiquity and of the philosophies of Socrates, Plato, Hegel, Marx, 
Nietzsche, and Adorno play a central role in many of these 
essays. Geuss also ranges over such topics as the concepts of 
intelligibility, authority, democracy, and criticism; the role of 
lying in politics; architecture; the place of theology in ethics; 
tragedy and comedy; and the struggle between realism and 
our search for meaning.

Characterized by Geuss’s wide-ranging interests in litera-
ture, philosophy, and history, and by his political commitment 
and trenchant style, A World without Why raises fundamental 
questions about the viability not just of specific ethical con-
cepts and theses, but of our most basic assumptions about 
what ethics could and must be.

Raymond Geuss is professor of philosophy at the University of 
Cambridge. His books include Politics and the Imagination and 
Philosophy and Real Politics (both Princeton).
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SOCIOLOGY z LAW

A PROVOCATIVE NEW APPROACH 
TO RACE IN THE WORKPLACE

“After Civil Rights is a terrific book. 
Employers are increasingly using race-
consciousness to improve their own 
bottom line, and they are doing so in 
ways that neither Congress nor the 
Supreme Court has expressly condoned. 
There is no one better suited to tell this 
story than Skrentny.”
—Deborah Malamud, New York Uni-
versity School of Law

After Civil Rights
Racial Realism in the New American Workplace

John D. Skrentny

What role should racial difference play in the American 
workplace? As a nation, we rely on civil rights law to address 
this question, and the monumental Civil Rights Act of 1964 
seemingly answered it: race must not be a factor in workplace 
decisions. In After Civil Rights, John Skrentny contends that 
after decades of mass immigration, many employers, Demo-
cratic and Republican political leaders, and advocates have 
adopted a new strategy to manage race and work. Race is 
now relevant not only in negative cases of discrimination, but 
in more positive ways as well. In today’s workplace, employ-
ers routinely practice “racial realism,” where they view race 
as real—as a job qualification. Many believe employee racial 
differences correspond to unique abilities or evoke desirable 
reactions from clients or citizens. They also see racial diversity 
as a way to increase workplace dynamism. The problem is that 
when employers see race as useful for organizational effective-
ness, they are often in violation of civil rights law.

After Civil Rights examines this emerging strategy in a 
wide range of employment situations, including the low-skilled 
sector, professional and white-collar jobs, and entertainment 
and media. In this important book, Skrentny urges us to 
acknowledge the racial realism already occurring, and lays out 
a series of reforms that, if enacted, would bring the law and 
lived experience more in line, yet still remain respectful of the 
need to protect the civil rights of all workers.

John D. Skrentny is professor of sociology and director of the 
Center for Comparative Immigration Studies at the Univer-
sity of California, San Diego. His books include The Minority 
Rights Revolution and The Ironies of Affirmative Action: Politics, 
Culture, and Justice in America.
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Conservative 
Internationalism

Armed Diplomacy under Jefferson, 
Polk, Truman, and Reagan

Henry R. Nau

Debates about U.S. foreign policy have revolved around three 
main traditions—liberal internationalism, realism, and na-
tionalism. In this book, distinguished political scientist Henry 
Nau delves deeply into a fourth, overlooked foreign policy 
tradition that he calls “conservative internationalism.” This 
approach spreads freedom, like liberal internationalism; arms 
diplomacy, like realism; and preserves national sovereignty, 
like nationalism. It targets a world of limited government or 
independent “sister republics,” not a world of great power 
concerts or centralized international institutions.

Nau explores conservative internationalism in the foreign 
policies of Thomas Jefferson, James Polk, Harry Truman, and 
Ronald Reagan. These presidents did more than any others 
to expand the arc of freedom using a deft combination of 
force, diplomacy, and compromise. Since Reagan, presidents 
have swung back and forth among the main traditions, over-
reaching under Bush and now retrenching under Obama. 
Nau demonstrates that conservative internationalism offers 
an alternative way. It pursues freedom but not everywhere, 
prioritizing situations that border on existing free countries—
Turkey, for example, rather than Iraq. It uses lesser force early 
to influence negotiations rather than greater force later after 
negotiations fail. And it reaches timely compromises to cash 
in military leverage and sustain public support. 

A groundbreaking revival of a neglected foreign policy 
tradition, Conservative Internationalism shows how the United 
States can effectively sustain global leadership while respect-
ing the constraints of public will and material resources. 

Henry R. Nau is professor of political science and interna-
tional affairs in the Elliott School of International Affairs at 
George Washington University. His many books include The 
Myth of America’s Decline, At Home Abroad, and Perspectives 
on International Relations.
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A REEXAMINATION OF AN OVERLOOKED AMERICAN 
FOREIGN POLICY TRADITION AND ITS 

IMPORTANCE FOR TODAY’S GLOBAL POLITICS

“In this book, Henry Nau accomplishes 
the seemingly impossible, by recovering 
conservative internationalism as one of 
America’s long-standing and respected 
foreign policy traditions. In eliciting 
vigorous engagement from all political 
sides, his dispassionate and learned 
book makes us reexamine some of our 
most cherished assumptions about core 
aspects of world politics. No serious 
student of American foreign policy can 
afford not to read this book closely.”
—Peter J. Katzenstein, Cornell University

“Henry Nau is one of our wisest schol-
ars of international relations, and that 
wisdom is on full display here. Cutting 
across today’s exhausted political cat-
egories, his book is a vision of limited 
government and personal liberty at 
home and abroad, achieved through an 
international engagement pioneered 
by Thomas Jefferson and developed by 
three of America’s most successful pres-
idents. It is a vision that will surprise 
and challenge conservatives, liberals, 
and realists alike.”
—John Owen, University of Virginia


