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“Picture Titles is more than just a his-
torical account of how and why pictures 
came to be named, and of how and why 
these names sometimes changed over 
time—it also explores how the act of 
bestowing a title on a picture influences 
the ways we approach and apprehend 
it. After reading this highly original and 
beautifully written book, you will never 
look at another picture in quite the 
same way again.”
—david cannadine, author of The 
Undivided Past: Humanity beyond Our 
Differences

hoW The PracTice of TiTLing PainTings  
has shaPed Their recePTion 

ThroughouT modern hisTory

Picture Titles
How and Why Western Paintings Acquired Their Names

Ruth Bernard Yeazell 

A picture’s title is often our first guide to understanding the 
image. Yet paintings didn’t always have titles, and many 
canvases acquired their names from curators, dealers, and 
printmakers—not the artists. Taking an original, historical 
look at how Western paintings were named, Picture Titles 
shows how the practice developed in response to the condi-
tions of the modern art world and how titles have shaped the 
reception of artwork from the time of Bruegel and Rembrandt 
to the present.

Ruth Bernard Yeazell begins the story with the decline of 
patronage and the rise of the art market in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, as the increasing circulation of pic-
tures and the democratization of the viewing public generated 
the need for a shorthand by which to identify works at a far 
remove from their creation. The spread of literacy both encour-
aged the practice of titling pictures and aroused new anxieties 
about relations between word and image, including fears that 
reading was taking the place of looking. Yeazell demonstrates 
that most titles composed before the nineteenth century were 
the work of middlemen, and even today many artists rely on 
others to name their pictures. A painter who wants a title to 
stick, Yeazell argues, must engage in an act of aggressive 
authorship. She investigates prominent cases, such as David’s 
Oath of the Horatii and works by Turner, Courbet, Whistler, 
Magritte, and Jasper Johns.

Examining Western painting from the Renaissance to the 
present day, Picture Titles sheds new light on the ways that we 
interpret and appreciate visual art.

Ruth Bernard Yeazell is the Chace family Professor of English 
and director of the Lewis Walpole Library at Yale University. 
Her books include Harems of the Mind: Passages of Western Art 
and Literature and Art of the Everyday: Dutch Painting and the 
Realist Novel (Princeton).
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“On Psychological and Visionary Art 
brings to publication a significant lec-
ture by Jung, and provides readers with 
the context to understand Jung’s argu-
ment and its importance. The lecture is 
rich in cultural reference and allusion. 
Jung himself described the memoir 
under discussion as being of extraordi-
nary magnitude, and the interpretation 
he offers at this late stage in his intellec-
tual development represents his mature 
system at work.”
—Paul Bishop, author of Analytical Psy-
chology and German Classical Aesthetics

for The firsT Time in engLish, 
Jung’s Landmark LecTure on 

nervaL’s haLLucinaTory memoir

On Psychological 
and Visionary Art

Notes from C. G. Jung’s Lecture on  
Gérard de Nerval’s Aurélia

C. G. Jung
Edited by Craig E. Stephenson

In 1945, at the end of the Second World War and after a long 
illness, C. G. Jung delivered a lecture in Zürich on the french 
Romantic poet Gérard de Nerval. The lecture focused on 
Nerval’s visionary memoir, Aurélia, which the poet wrote in an 
ambivalent attempt to emerge from madness. Published here 
for the first time, Jung’s lecture is both a cautionary psycho-
logical tale and a validation of Nerval’s visionary experience as 
a genuine encounter.

Nerval explored the irrational with lucidity and exquisite 
craft. He privileged the subjective imagination as a way of 
fathoming the divine to reconnect with what the Romantics 
called the life principle. During the years of his greatest 
creativity, he suffered from madness and was institutionalized 
eight times. Contrasting an orthodox psychoanalytic interpre-
tation with his own synthetic approach to the unconscious, 
Jung explains why Nerval was unable to make use of his 
visionary experiences in his own life. At the same time, Jung 
emphasizes the validity of Nerval’s visions, differentiating the 
psychology of a work of art from the psychology of the artist. 
The lecture suggests how Jung’s own experiments with active 
imagination influenced his reading of Nerval’s Aurélia as a 
parallel text to his own Red Book.

With Craig Stephenson’s authoritative introduction, 
Richard Sieburth’s award-winning translation of Aurélia, and 
Alfred Kubin’s haunting illustrations to the text, and featuring 
Jung’s reading marginalia, preliminary notes, and revisions to 
a 1942 lecture, On Psychological and Visionary Art documents 
the stages of Jung’s creative process as he responds to an es-
sential Romantic text.

Craig E. Stephenson is a Jungian analyst in private practice. 
His books include Anteros: A Forgotten Myth and Possession: 
Jung’s Comparative Anatomy of the Psyche.
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“Frequently sparkling with transcen-
dent brilliance, this history of modern 
Ireland is an invaluable collection.”
—J. J. Lee, author of Ireland, 1912–1985

an accessiBLe and innovaTive Look aT  
irish hisTory By some of Today’s mosT  

exciTing hisTorians of ireLand

The Princeton History 
of Modern Ireland

Edited by Richard Bourke & 
Ian McBride

This book brings together some of today’s most exciting schol-
ars of Irish history to chart the pivotal events in the history of 
modern Ireland while providing fresh perspectives on topics 
ranging from colonialism and nationalism to political violence, 
famine, emigration, and feminism.

The Princeton History of Modern Ireland takes read-
ers from the Tudor conquest in the sixteenth century to the 
contemporary boom and bust of the Celtic Tiger, exploring 
key political developments as well as major social and cultural 
movements. Contributors describe how the experiences of 
empire and diaspora have determined Ireland’s position in the 
wider world and analyze them alongside domestic changes 
ranging from the Irish language to the economy. They trace the 
literary and intellectual history of Ireland from Jonathan Swift 
to Seamus Heaney and look at important shifts in ideology 
and belief, delving into subjects such as religion, gender, and 
fenianism.

Presenting the latest cutting-edge scholarship by a new 
generation of historians of Ireland, The Princeton History of 
Modern Ireland features narrative chapters on Irish history fol-
lowed by thematic chapters on key topics. The book highlights 
the global reach of the Irish experience as well as commonali-
ties shared across Europe, and brings vividly to life an Irish 
past shaped by conquest, plantation, assimilation, revolution, 
and partition.

Richard Bourke is professor in the history of political thought 
at Queen Mary University of London. His books include 
Peace in Ireland: The War of Ideas. Ian McBride is professor of 
Irish and British history at King’s College London. His books 
include Eighteenth-Century Ireland: The Isle of Slaves.
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a firsT Look aT gunPoWder’s revoLuTionary 
imPacT on china’s roLe in gLoBaL hisTory

“This is a marvelous book and one of the 
most enjoyable works of military history, 
Chinese history, and East/West compari-
son that I have read in years. The reader 
learns many wonderful things, from the 
impressive history of early gunpowder 
weapons in China to China’s ability to 
consistently defeat European expeditions 
in the 1600s. Andrade makes an original 
and vitally important contribution to 
debates about these fields and subjects.”
—Jack goldstone, author of Why 
Europe? The Rise of the West in World 
History, 1500–1850

The Gunpowder Age
China, Military Innovation, and 

the Rise of the West in World History

Tonio Andrade

The Chinese invented gunpowder and began exploring its 
military uses as early as the 900s, four centuries before the 
technology passed to the West. But by the early 1800s, China 
had fallen so far behind the West in gunpowder warfare that 
it was easily defeated by Britain in the Opium War of 1839–42. 
What happened? In The Gunpowder Age, Tonio Andrade offers 
a compelling new answer, opening a fresh perspective on a 
key question of world history: why did the countries of western 
Europe surge to global importance starting in the 1500s while 
China slipped behind?

Historians have long argued that gunpowder weap-
ons helped Europeans establish global hegemony. Yet the 
inhabitants of what is today China not only invented guns 
and bombs but also, Andrade shows, continued to innovate 
in gunpowder technology through the early 1700s—much 
longer than previously thought. Why, then, did China become 
so vulnerable? Andrade argues that one significant reason is 
that it was out of practice fighting wars, having enjoyed nearly 
a century of relative peace, since 1760. Indeed, he demon-
strates that China—like Europe—was a powerful military 
innovator, particularly during times of great warfare, such as 
the violent century starting after the Opium War, when the 
Chinese once again quickly modernized their forces. Today, 
China is simply returning to its old position as one of the 
world’s great military powers.

By showing that China’s military dynamism was deeper, 
longer lasting, and more quickly recovered than previously 
understood, The Gunpowder Age challenges long-standing 
explanations of the so-called Great Divergence between the 
West and Asia.

Tonio Andrade is professor of history at Emory University 
and the author of Lost Colony: The Untold Story of China’s 
First Great Victory over the West (Princeton) and How Taiwan 
Became Chinese.
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“This book successfully sheds new 
light on the Progressive Era and on the 
professionalization of economics in 
America. Deeply researched, it advances 
our understanding of this important 
period in American and social history.”
—steven g. medema, university of 
colorado denver

The PivoTaL and TrouBLing roLe of  
Progressive-era economics in The shaPing  

of modern american LiBeraLism

Illiberal Reformers
Race, Eugenics, and American Economics  

in the Progressive Era

Thomas C. Leonard 

In Illiberal Reformers, Thomas Leonard reexamines the eco-
nomic progressives whose ideas and reform agenda under-
wrote the Progressive Era dismantling of laissez-faire and the 
creation of the regulatory welfare state, which, they believed, 
would humanize and rationalize industrial capitalism. But not 
for all. 

Academic social scientists such as Richard T. Ely, John R. 
Commons, and Edward A. Ross, together with their reform al-
lies in social work, charity, journalism, and law, played a pivotal 
role in establishing minimum-wage and maximum-hours laws, 
workmen’s compensation, progressive income taxes, antitrust 
regulation, and other hallmarks of the regulatory welfare state. 
But even as they offered uplift to some, economic progres-
sives advocated exclusion for others, and did both in the name 
of progress. 

Leonard meticulously reconstructs the influence of Dar-
winism, racial science, and eugenics on scholars and activists 
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, revealing 
a reform community deeply ambivalent about America’s poor. 
Economic progressives championed labor legislation because 
it would lift up the deserving poor while excluding immigrants, 
African Americans, women, and "mental defectives," whom 
they vilified as low-wage threats to the American workingman 
and to Anglo-Saxon race integrity. 

Economic progressives rejected property and contract 
rights as illegitimate barriers to needed reforms. But their 
disregard for civil liberties extended much further. Illiberal 
Reformers shows that the intellectual champions of the regula-
tory welfare state proposed using it not to help those they 
portrayed as hereditary inferiors, but to exclude them. 

Thomas C. Leonard is research scholar in the Council of the 
Humanities at Princeton University, where he is also lecturer 
in the Department of Economics.
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“This book provides an up-to-date guide 
to the entire range and breadth of Adam 
Smith’s work, life, and influence. It 
weaves across disciplines and genres, 
providing a compendious account and 
covering all possible bases.”
—duncan kelly, author of The Propriety 
of Liberty

The essenTiaL guide To The Life, 
ThoughT, and Legacy of adam smiTh

Adam Smith
His Life, Thought, and Legacy

Edited by Ryan Patrick Hanley

Adam Smith (1723–90) is perhaps best known as one of the 
first champions of the free market and is widely regarded as 
the founding father of capitalism. from his ideas about the 
promise and pitfalls of globalization to his steadfast belief 
in the preservation of human dignity, his work is as relevant 
today as it was in the eighteenth century. Here, Ryan Hanley 
brings together some of the world’s finest scholars from 
across a variety of disciplines to offer new perspectives on 
Smith’s life, thought, and enduring legacy.

Contributors provide succinct and accessible discussions 
of Smith’s landmark works and the historical context in which 
he wrote them, the core concepts of Smith’s social vision, and 
the lasting impact of Smith’s ideas in both academia and the 
broader world. They reveal other sides of Smith beyond the 
familiar portrayal of him as the author of the invisible hand, 
emphasizing his deep interests in such fields as rhetoric, eth-
ics, and jurisprudence. Smith emerges not just as a champion 
of free markets but also as a thinker whose unique perspective 
encompasses broader commitments to virtue, justice, equal-
ity, and freedom.

An essential introduction to Adam Smith’s life and work, 
this incisive and thought-provoking book features contri-
butions from leading figures such as Nicholas Phillipson, 
Amartya Sen, and John C. Bogle. It demonstrates how Smith’s 
timeless insights speak to contemporary concerns such as 
growth in the developing world and the future of free trade, 
and how his influence extends to fields ranging from literature 
and philosophy to religion and law.

Ryan Patrick Hanley is Mellon Distinguished Professor of 
Political Science at Marquette University. He is the author of 
Adam Smith and the Character of Virtue and the editor of the 
Penguin Classics edition of Adam Smith’s The Theory of Moral 
Sentiments.
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“Greenstein has written one of the most 
important books available about how 
the Internet came into existence, com-
mercialized, and became so important 
in American life. It will be the standard 
work on the subject for many years. It is 
also a great read.”
—James W. cortada, author of The 
Essential Manager: How to Thrive in the 
Global Information Jungle

The sTory of hoW The inTerneT 
Was Transformed inTo The 

commerciaL engine iT is Today

How the Internet  
Became Commercial

Innovation, Privatization, and the Birth of a New Network

Shane Greenstein

In less than a decade, the Internet went from being a series 
of loosely connected networks used by universities and the 
military to the powerful commercial engine it is today. This 
book describes how many of the key innovations that made 
this possible came from entrepreneurs and iconoclasts who 
were outside the mainstream—and how the commercializa-
tion of the Internet was by no means a foregone conclusion 
at its outset.

Shane Greenstein traces the evolution of the Internet 
from government ownership to privatization to the com-
mercial Internet we know today. This is a story of innovation 
from the edges. Greenstein shows how mainstream service 
providers that had traditionally been leaders in the old-market 
economy became threatened by innovations from industry 
outsiders who saw economic opportunities where others 
didn’t—and how these mainstream firms had no choice but 
to innovate themselves. New models were tried: some suc-
ceeded, some failed. Commercial markets turned innovations 
into valuable products and services as the Internet evolved 
in those markets. New business processes had to be created 
from scratch as a network originally intended for research and 
military defense had to deal with network interconnectivity, 
the needs of commercial users, and a host of challenges with 
implementing innovative new services.

How the Internet Became Commercial demonstrates how, 
without any central authority, a unique and vibrant interplay 
between government and private industry transformed the 
Internet.

Shane Greenstein is the Kellogg Chair in Information Tech-
nology and professor of management and strategy at North-
western University’s Kellogg School of Management, and 
codirector of the program on the economics of digitization at 
the National Bureau of Economic Research. His books include 
Diamonds Are Forever, Computers Are Not and Standards and 
Public Policy.
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“Ever since the climax of the financial 
crisis in 2008–09, Hyman Minsky 
has become an iconic point of refer-
ence. Why Minsky Matters renders the 
authentic Minsky accessible to a wide 
readership for the first time. L. Randall 
Wray has a comprehensive grasp of 
Minsky’s thought, and the capacity to 
express it in a compact, highly readable 
fashion. This is a book of rare clarity, 
importance, and usefulness.”
—James k. galbraith, author of The 
End of Normal: The Great Crisis and the 
Future of Growth

a highLy accessiBLe inTroducTion 
To The economisT Who saW 

The gLoBaL financiaL crisis coming

Why Minsky Matters
An Introduction to the Work of a Maverick Economist

L. Randall Wray

Perhaps no economist was more vindicated by the global 
financial crisis than Hyman P. Minsky (1919–96). Although 
a handful of economists raised warnings as early as 2000, 
Minsky’s warnings began a half-century earlier, with writings 
that set out a compelling theory of financial instability. Yet 
even today he remains largely outside mainstream economics; 
few people have a good grasp of his writings, and fewer still 
understand their full importance. Why Minsky Matters makes 
the maverick economist’s critically valuable insights accessible 
to general readers for the first time. L. Randall Wray shows 
that by understanding Minsky we will not only see the next 
crisis coming but we might be able to act quickly enough to 
prevent it.

As Wray explains, Minsky’s most important idea is that 
“stability is destabilizing”: to the degree that the economy 
achieves what looks to be robust and stable growth, it is set-
ting up the conditions in which a crash becomes ever more 
likely. Before the financial crisis, mainstream economists 
pointed to much evidence that the economy was more stable, 
but their predictions were completely wrong because they 
disregarded Minsky’s insight. Wray also introduces Minsky’s 
significant work on money and banking, poverty and un-
employment, and the evolution of capitalism, as well as his 
proposals for reforming the financial system and promoting 
economic stability.

A much-needed introduction to an economist whose 
ideas are more relevant than ever, Why Minsky Matters is 
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand why 
economic crises are becoming more frequent and severe—
and what we can do about it.

L. Randall Wray is professor of economics at the University of 
Missouri, Kansas City, and senior scholar at the Levy Econom-
ics Institute of Bard College. He is the author of many books, 
including Modern Money Theory and Understanding Modern 
Money. He was a student and colleague of Hyman Minsky.
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“Although more people than ever have 
become aware of the Fed in recent 
years, very few actually know what it 
does and how it actually works. This 
book explains the history and laws that 
have shaped the Fed, and provides a 
deep and coherent discussion of the 
notion of Fed independence. It makes a 
significant contribution to our under-
standing of the Federal Reserve and 
central banks.”
—anat admati, coauthor of The Bankers’ 
New Clothes

an in-dePTh Look aT The hisTory, LeadershiP, 
and sTrucTure of The federaL reserve Bank

The Power and 
Independence of the 

Federal Reserve 

Peter Conti-Brown

The governing independence of the federal Reserve is consid-
ered a cornerstone of its identity, crucial for keeping monetary 
policy decisions free of electoral politics. But do we really 
understand the inner workings of this institution’s vaunted 
autonomy? How did this autonomy evolve within the fed, 
and how does it function? Using scores of examples from the 
fed’s rich history, The Power and Independence of the Federal 
Reserve shows that much common wisdom about the nation’s 
central bank is inaccurate. Legal scholar and financial historian 
Peter Conti-Brown provides an in-depth look at the fed’s 
place in government, its internal governance practices, and its 
relationships to such individuals and groups as the president, 
Congress, economists, and bankers. 

Exploring how the fed regulates the global economy and 
handles its own internal politics, and how the law does—and 
does not—define the fed’s power, Conti-Brown captures the 
central bank’s defining complexities. He examines the founda-
tions of the federal Reserve Act of 1913, which established 
the central bank, and the ways that subsequent amendments 
redefined the organization. Challenging the notion that the fed 
Chair controls the organization, he explains how institutions 
and individuals—within and outside of government—shape 
fed policy. Conti-Brown demonstrates that the evolving mis-
sion of the fed—including systemic risk regulation, wider bank 
supervision, and oversight of payment systems—requires a 
reevaluation of its role and responsibilities.  

Investigating how the fed influences and is influenced by 
our economy and society, The Power and Independence of the 
Federal Reserve offers a clear picture of the ends and means of 
central banking.

Peter Conti-Brown is assistant professor of legal studies and 
business ethics at the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is the coeditor of When States Go Broke.
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Why The doLLar WiLL remain 
The WorLd’s mosT PoWerfuL currency

“In Currency Power, Benjamin Cohen 
addresses the potential for other curren-
cies to rival the U.S. dollar’s dominant 
position in the international monetary 
system. Cohen has spent a career 
exploring the politics of international 
monetary relations and he knows the lit-
erature inside and out. The culmination 
of a life’s work, this is the best book on 
the topic available.”
—J. Lawrence Broz, university of  
california, san diego

Currency Power
Understanding Monetary Rivalry

Benjamin J. Cohen

Monetary rivalry is a fact of life in the world economy. Intense 
competition between international currencies like the U.S. 
dollar, Europe’s euro, and the Chinese yuan is profoundly 
political, going to the heart of the global balance of power. But 
what exactly is the relationship between currency and power, 
and what does it portend for the geopolitical standing of the 
United States, Europe, and China? Popular opinion holds that 
the days of the dollar, long the world’s dominant currency, are 
numbered. By contrast, Currency Power argues that the cur-
rent monetary rivalry still greatly favors America’s greenback. 
Benjamin Cohen shows why neither the euro nor the yuan will 
supplant the dollar at the top of the global currency hierarchy.

Cohen presents an innovative analysis of currency power 
and emphasizes the importance of separating out the various 
roles that international money might have. After systematically 
exploring the links between currency internationalization and 
state power, Cohen turns to the state of play among today’s 
top currencies. The greenback, he contends, is the “indispens-
able currency”—the one that the world can’t do without. Only 
the dollar is backed by all the economic and political resources 
that make a currency powerful. Meanwhile, the euro is severely 
handicapped by structural defects in the design of its gover-
nance mechanisms, and the yuan suffers from various practi-
cal limitations in both finance and politics.

Contrary to today’s growing opinion, Currency Power 
demonstrates that the dollar will continue to be the leading 
global currency for some time to come.

Benjamin J. Cohen is the Louis G. Lancaster Professor of 
International Political Economy at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. His many books include The Future of Money 
and International Political Economy: An Intellectual History 
(both Princeton).
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hoW neW york inTeLLecTuaLs  
inTerPreTed and WroTe aBouT 

casTro’s revoLuTion in The 1960s

“This is an enlightening and brilliantly 
written book. Rojas shows how left-
ist intellectuals in America who were 
initially sympathetic to the Cuban 
Revolution became divided as it took 
on a Marxist-Leninist perspective, and 
divided again when Castro aligned with 
the Soviets. I know of no other book on 
the subject that covers so wide a range 
of intellectuals and activists.”
—stanley aronowitz, author of Taking 
It Big: C. Wright Mills and the Making of 
Political Intellectuals

Fighting over Fidel
The New York Intellectuals and the Cuban Revolution

Rafael Rojas
Translated by Carl Good

New York in the 1960s was a hotbed for progressive causes of 
every stripe, including women’s liberation, civil rights, opposi-
tion to the Vietnam War—and the Cuban Revolution. Fight-
ing over Fidel brings this turbulent cultural moment to life by 
telling the story of the New York intellectuals who championed 
and opposed Castro’s revolution.

Setting his narrative against the backdrop of the ideologi-
cal confrontation of the Cold War and the breakdown of rela-
tions between Washington and Havana, Rafael Rojas examines 
the lives and writings of such figures as Waldo frank, Carleton 
Beals, C. Wright Mills, Allen Ginsberg, Susan Sontag, Norman 
Mailer, Eldridge Cleaver, Stokely Carmichael, and Jose Yglesias. 
He describes how Castro’s Cuba was hotly debated in publica-
tions such as the New York Times, Village Voice, Monthly Re-
view, and Dissent, and how Cuban socialism became a rallying 
cry for groups such as the Beats, the Black Panthers, and the 
Hispanic Left.

Fighting over Fidel shows how intellectuals in New York 
interpreted and wrote about the Cuban experience, and how 
the Left’s enthusiastic embrace of Castro’s revolution ended in 
bitter disappointment by the close of the explosive decade of 
the 1960s.

Rafael Rojas is professor at the Center for Research and Teach-
ing in Economics in Mexico City. He is one of Cuba’s most 
distinguished cultural critics and a renowned scholar of Latin 
American history.
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“This outstanding book takes up a large 
and absorbing story: Louisiana’s incor-
poration into the American Union as a 
constitutional equal with other states. 
Faber untangles this intricate history 
with admirable clarity and lots of good 
judgment. In his sensitive hands a cast 
of characters ranging from Spanish dons 
and creole warhorses to American new-
comers comes to life. Building the Land 
of Dreams is a fine work of distinction.”
—Lawrence n. Powell, Tulane university

The hisTory of neW orLeans 
aT The Turn of The nineTeenTh cenTury

Building the 
Land of Dreams

New Orleans and the Transformation of Early America

Eberhard L. Faber

In 1795, New Orleans was a sleepy outpost at the edge of 
Spain’s American empire. By the 1820s, it was teeming with 
life, its levees packed with cotton and sugar. New Orleans had 
become the unquestioned urban capital of the antebellum 
South. Looking at this remarkable period filled with ideological 
struggle, class politics, and powerful personalities, Building 
the Land of Dreams is the narrative biography of a fascinating 
city at the most crucial turning point in its history.

Eberhard faber tells the vivid story of how American 
rule forced New Orleans through a vast transition: from 
the ordered colonial world of hierarchy and subordination 
to the fluid, unpredictable chaos of democratic capitalism. 
The change in authority, from imperial Spain to Jeffersonian 
America, transformed everything. As the city’s diverse people 
struggled over the terms of the transition, they built the 
foundations of a dynamic, contentious hybrid metropolis. 
faber describes the vital individuals who played a role in New 
Orleans history: from the wealthy creole planters who dreaded 
the influx of revolutionary ideas, to the American arrivistes 
who combined idealistic visions of a new republican society 
with selfish dreams of quick plantation fortunes, to Thomas 
Jefferson himself, whose powerful democratic vision for 
Louisiana eventually conflicted with his equally strong sense of 
realpolitik and desire to strengthen the American union.

Revealing how New Orleans was formed by America’s 
greatest impulses and ambitions, Building the Land of 
Dreams is an inspired exploration of one of the world’s most 
iconic cities.

Eberhard L. Faber teaches history and music industry stud-
ies at Loyola University, New Orleans. Previously, he spent 
twelve years leading the New York-based rock band God 
Street Wine. He blogs on New Orleans history and other 
topics at www.crescentcityconfidential.com.
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“In this stunning book, Mahmood calls 
into question a good deal of the received 
wisdom about secularism and the divi-
sions between East and West. Religious 
Difference in a Secular Age is original, 
pathbreaking, and important.”
—Joan Wallach scott, author of The 
Politics of the Veil

hoW secuLar governance 
in The middLe easT is making Life Worse— 

noT BeTTer—for reLigious minoriTies

Religious Difference 
in a Secular Age

A Minority Report

Saba Mahmood

The plight of religious minorities in the Middle East is often at-
tributed to the failure of secularism to take root in the region. 
Religious Difference in a Secular Age challenges this assess-
ment by examining four cornerstones of secularism—political 
and civil equality, minority rights, religious freedom, and the 
legal separation of private and public domains.

Drawing on her extensive fieldwork in Egypt with Coptic 
Orthodox Christians and Bahais—religious minorities in a 
predominantly Muslim country—Saba Mahmood shows how 
modern secular governance has exacerbated religious ten-
sions and inequalities rather than reduced them. Tracing the 
historical career of secular legal concepts in the colonial and 
postcolonial Middle East, she explores how contradictions 
at the very heart of political secularism have aggravated and 
amplified existing forms of Islamic hierarchy, bringing minor-
ity relations in Egypt to a new historical impasse. Through a 
close examination of Egyptian court cases and constitutional 
debates about minority rights, conflicts around family law, 
and controversies over freedom of expression, Mahmood 
invites us to reflect on the entwined histories of secularism in 
the Middle East and Europe.

A provocative work of scholarship, Religious Difference in 
a Secular Age challenges us to rethink the promise and limits 
of the secular ideal of religious equality.

Saba Mahmood is professor of anthropology at the University 
of California, Berkeley. She is the author of Politics of Piety: 
The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject (Princeton) and 
the coauthor of Is Critique Secular?: Blasphemy, Injury, and 
Free Speech.
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“Scientists and artists know that the way 
to handle an immense topic is often 
through close attention to a small aspect 
of it, revealing the whole through the 
part. So through close, indeed loving, 
attention to a certain fascinating mush-
room, the matsutake, Anna Lowen-
haupt Tsing discusses how the whole 
immense crisis of ecology came about 
and why it continues. I’m very grateful 
to have this book as a guide through the 
coming years.”
—ursula k. Le guin

WhaT a rare mushroom can Teach us 
aBouT susTaining Life on a fragiLe PLaneT

The Mushroom at the  
End of the World

On the Possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins

Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing

Matsutake is the most valuable mushroom in the world—and a 
weed that grows in human-disturbed forests across the north-
ern hemisphere. Through its ability to nurture trees, matsutake 
helps forests to grow in daunting places. It is also an edible 
delicacy in Japan, where it sometimes commands astronomi-
cal prices. In all its contradictions, matsutake offers insights 
into areas far beyond just mushrooms and addresses a crucial 
question: what manages to live in the ruins we have made?   

A tale of diversity within our damaged landscapes, The 
Mushroom at the End of the World follows one of the strang-
est commodity chains of our times to explore the unexpected 
corners of capitalism. Here, we witness the varied and peculiar 
worlds of matsutake commerce: the worlds of Japanese 
gourmets, capitalist traders, Hmong jungle fighters, industrial 
forests, Yi Chinese goat herders, finnish nature guides, and 
more. These companions also lead us into fungal ecologies 
and forest histories to better understand the promise of co-
habitation in a time of massive human destruction. 

By investigating one of the world’s most sought-after 
fungi, The Mushroom at the End of the World presents an origi-
nal examination into the relation between capitalist destruc-
tion and collaborative survival within multispecies landscapes, 
the prerequisite for continuing life on earth.

Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing is professor of anthropology at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz, and a Niels Bohr Profes-
sor at Aarhus University in Denmark, where she codirects 
Aarhus University Research on the Anthropocene (AURA). 
She is the author of Friction and In the Realm of the Diamond 
Queen (both Princeton).
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“Political Turbulence is an exciting book. 
The authors bring a psychological per-
spective to the analysis of experimental 
results and big data to tell an insightful 
and fresh story about social media and 
collective action dynamics at the indi-
vidual level.”
—Bruce Bimber, author of Information 
and American Democracy: Technology in 
the Evolution of Political Power

hoW sociaL media is giving rise 
To a chaoTic neW form of PoLiTics

Political Turbulence
How Social Media Shape Collective Action

Helen Margetts, Peter John, 
Scott Hale & Taha Yasseri

As people spend increasing proportions of their daily lives 
using social media, such as Twitter and facebook, they are 
being invited to support myriad political causes by sharing, 
liking, endorsing, or downloading. Chain reactions caused 
by these tiny acts of participation form a growing part of col-
lective action today, from neighborhood campaigns to global 
political movements. Political Turbulence reveals that, in fact, 
most attempts at collective action online don’t succeed, but 
some give rise to huge mobilizations—even revolutions.

Drawing on large-scale data generated from the Internet 
and real-world events, this book shows how mobilizations that 
succeed are unpredictable, unstable, and often unsustainable. 
To better understand this unruly new force in the political 
world, the authors use experiments that test how social media 
influence citizens deciding whether or not to participate. They 
show how different personality types react to these social 
influences and identify which types of people are willing to 
participate at an early stage in a mobilization when there are 
few supporters or signals of viability. The authors argue that 
pluralism is the model of democracy that is emerging in the 
social media age—not the ordered, organized vision of early 
pluralists, but a chaotic, turbulent form of politics.

This book demonstrates how data science and experi-
mentation with social data can provide a methodological 
toolkit for understanding, shaping, and perhaps even predict-
ing this democratic turbulence.

Helen Margetts is professor of society and the Internet and 
director of the Oxford Internet Institute at the University of 
Oxford. Peter John is professor of political science and public 
policy at University College London. Scott Hale is a data scien-
tist at the Oxford Internet Institute. Taha Yasseri is a research 
fellow in computational social science at the Oxford Internet 
Institute.
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hoW The neW deaL order Was a uniQue 
hisToricaL momenT and WhaT This reveaLs 

aBouT u.s. PoLiTics, economics, and cuLTure

“Linking the past and present in an 
arresting way, Cowie urges us to see 
the New Deal and the postwar liberal 
era not as the rule but as the exception. 
This book will cause both academics and 
the interested public to sit up and take 
notice. I predict that it will become a key 
book in modern American history.” 
—edward d. Berkowitz, george Wash-
ington university

The Great Exception
The New Deal and the Limits of American Politics

Jefferson Cowie

The New Deal: where does it fit in the big picture of American 
history? What does it mean for us today? What happened 
to the economic equality it once engendered? In The Great 
Exception, Jefferson Cowie provides new answers to these big 
questions. Beginning in the Great Depression and through 
to the 1970s, he argues, the United States built a uniquely 
equitable period that contrasts with the deeper historical pat-
terns of American political practice, economic structure, and 
cultural outlook. 

 During those exceptional decades, which Cowie situates 
in the long arc of American history, the government used its 
considerable resources on behalf of working Americans in 
ways that it had not before and has not since. The crises of the 
Depression and World War II forced realignments of American 
politics and class relations, but these changes were less a per-
manent triumph of the welfare state than the product of a tem-
porary cessation of enduring tensions involving race, immigra-
tion, culture, class, and individualism. Against this backdrop, 
Cowie shows how any renewed American battle for collective 
economic rights needs to build on an understanding of how 
the New Deal was won—and how it ultimately succumbed to 
contrasting patterns ingrained in U.S. history. As positive as 
the era of Roosevelt was in creating a more equitable society, 
Cowie suggests that the New Deal may necessarily belong 
more to the past than the future of American politics.  

Anyone who wants to come to terms with the politics of 
inequality in U.S. history will need to read The Great Exception. 

Jefferson Cowie holds the ILR Dean’s Professor Chair at 
Cornell University, where he teaches history. He is the author 
of Capital Moves: RCA’s Seventy-Year Quest for Cheap Labor 
and Stayin’ Alive: The 1970s and the Last Days of the Working 
Class. His work has also appeared in such publications as the 
New York Times, the New Republic, and the Chronicle of Higher 
Education.

POLITICS AND SOCIETY IN TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICA
William Chafe, Gary Gerstle, Linda Gordon, and Julian Zelizer, Series Editors
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“This eminently readable translation of 
a neglected and important work is a ma-
jor contribution to scholarship, beauti-
fully framed by the introduction and the 
book’s other features. Taken together, 
they provide almost a reference work on 
premodern Ethiopia, full of rich byways 
through which we are led with erudition 
and clarity.”
—samantha kelly, rutgers university

The firsT engLish TransLaTion of 
The earLiesT Book-LengTh BiograPhy 

of an african Woman

The Life and Struggles  
of Our Mother  
Walatta Petros

A Seventeenth-Century African Biography  
of an Ethiopian Woman

Translated and edited by 
Wendy Laura Belcher & 

Michael Kleiner
Written by Galawdewos

This is the first English translation of the earliest-known 
book-length biography of an African woman, and one of the 
few lives of an African woman written by Africans before 
the nineteenth century. As such, it provides an exceedingly 
rare and valuable picture of the experiences and thoughts of 
Africans, especially women, before the modern era. It is also 
an extraordinary account of a remarkable life—full of vivid 
dialogue, heartbreak, and triumph.

The Life and Struggles of Our Mother Walatta Petros 
(1672) tells the story of an Ethiopian saint who led a successful 
nonviolent movement to preserve African Christian beliefs in 
the face of European protocolonialism. When the Jesuits tried 
to convert the Ethiopians from their ancient form of Christian-
ity, Walatta Petros (1592–1642), a noblewoman and the wife of 
one of the emperor’s counselors, risked her life by leaving her 
husband, who supported the conversion effort, and leading the 
struggle against the Jesuits. After her death, her disciples wrote 
this book, praising her as a friend of women, a devoted reader, 
a skilled preacher, and a radical leader. One of the earliest 
stories of African resistance to European influence, this biogra-
phy also provides a picture of domestic life, including Walatta 
Petros’s life-long relationship with a female companion.

Richly illustrated with dozens of color illustrations from 
early manuscripts, this groundbreaking volume provides an 
authoritative and highly readable translation along with an 
extensive introduction. Other features include a chronology 
of Walatta Petros’s life, maps, a comprehensive glossary, and 
detailed notes on textual variants.

Wendy Laura Belcher is associate professor in the Department 
of Comparative Literature and the Center for African American 
Studies at Princeton University. She is the author of Abyssinia’s 
Samuel Johnson and Honey from the Lion: An African Journey. 
Michael Kleiner is a historian of Ethiopia and a translator. 
He has taught at the universities of Göttingen, Marburg, and 
Hamburg, as well as at Addis Ababa University.
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a more comPLeTe PicTure of hoW  
ProcreaTion and chiLdLessness  

are dePicTed in The BiBLe

“Moss and Baden do a wonderful job of 
showing that infertility in the Bible is 
not just a medical description but also 
a cultural idea arising from a complex 
mixture of expectations and discourses 
about age, gender, patriotism, econom-
ics, politics, and religion. Reconceiving 
Infertility is an important and exciting 
contribution to the growing list of books 
on disability in biblical studies.”
—Jeremy schipper, author of Disability 
and Isaiah’s Suffering Servant

Reconceiving Infertility
Biblical Perspectives on Procreation and Childlessness

Candida R. Moss & Joel S. Baden

In the Book of Genesis, the first words God speaks to human-
ity are “Be fruitful and multiply.” from ancient times to today, 
these words have been understood as a divine command 
to procreate. fertility is viewed as a sign of blessedness and 
moral uprightness, while infertility is associated with sin and 
moral failing. Reconceiving Infertility explores and complicates 
traditional interpretations such as these, providing a more 
complete picture of how procreation and childlessness are 
depicted in the Bible.

Closely examining texts and themes from both the Hebrew 
Bible and the New Testament, Candida Moss and Joel Baden 
offer vital new perspectives on infertility and the social experi-
ences of the infertile in the biblical tradition. They begin with 
perhaps the most famous stories of infertility in the Bible—
those of the matriarchs Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel—and 
show how the divine injunction in Genesis is both a blessing 
and a curse. Moss and Baden go on to discuss the metaphori-
cal treatments of Israel as a “barren mother,” the conception 
of Jesus, Paul’s writings on family and reproduction, and more. 
They reveal how biblical views on procreation and infertility, 
and the ancient contexts from which they emerged, were more 
diverse than we think.

Reconceiving Infertility demonstrates that the Bible speaks 
in many voices about infertility, and lays a biblical foundation 
for a more supportive religious environment for those suffer-
ing from infertility today.

Candida R. Moss is professor of New Testament and Early 
Christianity at the University of Notre Dame. She is the author 
of Ancient Christian Martyrdom: Diverse Practices, Theologies, 
and Traditions, among other books. Joel S. Baden is professor 
of Hebrew Bible at Yale Divinity School. His books include The 
Composition of the Pentateuch.

sEpTEMBER

Cloth  $35.00s 
978-0-691-16483-0

328 pages. 5 1⁄2 x 8 1⁄2.

RELIGION z WOMEN’S STUDIES



press.princeton.edu

 56  academic Trade   

PRESS.PRINCETON.EDU

“This is a rare and wonderful book. 
Rougier makes a truly original con-
tribution to the study of the modern 
Middle East.”
—roger owen, author of The Rise and 
Fall of Arab Presidents for Life

an unPrecedenTed Look aT sociaL  
BreakdoWn and sunni-Led Jihad 

in norThern LeBanon

The Sunni Tragedy 
in the Middle East
Northern Lebanon from al-Qaeda to ISIS

Bernard Rougier

Northern Lebanon is a land in turmoil. Long under the sway 
of the Assad regime in Syria, it is now a magnet for Sunni 
Muslim jihadists inspired by anti-Western and anti-Shi‘i 
worldviews. The Sunni Tragedy in the Middle East describes 
in harrowing detail the struggle led by an active minority of 
jihadist militants, some claiming allegiance to ISIS, to seize 
control of Islam and impose its rule over the region’s Sunni 
Arab population.

Bernard Rougier introduces us to men with links to the 
mujahideen in Afghanistan, the Sunni resistance in Iraq, 
al-Qaeda, and ISIS. He describes how they aspire to replace 
north Lebanon’s Sunni elites, who have been attacked and 
discredited by neighboring powers and jihadists alike, and ex-
plains how they have successfully positioned themselves as 
the local Sunni population’s most credible defender against 
powerful external enemies—such as Iran and the Shi‘i militia 
group Hezbollah. He sheds new light on the methods and 
actions of the jihadists, their internal debates, and their 
evolving political agenda over the past decade.

This riveting book is based on more than a decade of re-
search, more than one hundred in-depth interviews with play-
ers at all levels, and Rougier’s extraordinary access to original 
source material. Written by one of the world’s leading experts 
on jihadism, The Sunni Tragedy in the Middle East provides 
timely insight into the social, political, and religious life of this 
dangerous and strategically critical region of the Middle East.

Bernard Rougier is assistant professor of political science at 
the University of Auvergne and Sciences Po, Paris. He is the 
author of Everyday Jihad: The Rise of Militant Islam among 
Palestinians in Lebanon.

PRINCETON STUDIES IN MUSLIM POLITICS
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“This book seeks to offer nothing short 
of a new way of looking at Islam, and 
it succeeds admirably at so doing. It is 
rare to find a scholar who can combine 
the deep textual scholarship that is a 
hallmark of this work with an ability to 
engage with issues of theory and method 
as they arise not just in the study of Is-
lam but, more broadly, in that of religion 
and culture. The result is a study that is 
illuminating from beginning to end.”
—muhammad Qasim zaman, Princeton 
university

a BoLd neW concePTuaLizaTion 
of isLam ThaT refLecTs iTs 

conTradicTions and rich diversiTy

What Is Islam?
The Importance of Being Islamic

Shahab Ahmed

What is Islam? How do we grasp a human and historical 
phenomenon characterized by such variety and contradic-
tion? What is “Islamic” about Islamic philosophy or Islamic 
art? Should we speak of Islam or of islams? Should we dis-
tinguish the Islamic (the religious) from the Islamicate (the 
cultural)? Or should we abandon “Islamic” altogether as an 
analytical term?

In What Is Islam?, Shahab Ahmed presents a bold new 
conceptualization of Islam that challenges dominant under-
standings grounded in the categories of “religion” and “cul-
ture” or that privilege law and scripture. He argues that these 
modes of thinking obstruct us from understanding Islam, 
distorting it, diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent.

What Is Islam? formulates a new conceptual language for 
analyzing Islam. It presents a new paradigm of how Muslims 
have historically understood divine revelation—one that en-
ables us to understand how and why Muslims through history 
have embraced values such as exploration, ambiguity, aestheti-
cization, polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices such 
as figural art, music, and even wine drinking as Islamic. It also 
puts forward a new understanding of the historical constitu-
tion of Islamic law and its relationship to philosophical ethics 
and political theory.

A book that is certain to provoke debate and significantly 
alter our understanding of Islam, What Is Islam? reveals how 
Muslims have historically conceived of and lived with Islam as 
norms and truths that are, at once, contradictory yet coherent.

Shahab Ahmed is lecturer on law and research fellow in Is-
lamic legal studies at Harvard Law School.
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“With Ethical Life, Webb Keane con-
firms his place as one of anthropology’s 
most gifted thinkers. The scope of this 
book is phenomenal, ranging over a 
host of disciplines and debates with eru-
dition. Ethical Life provides a new model 
for what bold anthropology can achieve, 
bringing us back to the difficult ques-
tion of how to understand the natural 
and social histories of humankind—a 
question that many of us have simply 
been too timid to ask.”
—matthew engelke, London school 
of economics

an enTireLy neW aPProach To  
undersTanding eThicaL and moraL Life

Ethical Life
Its Natural and Social Histories

Webb Keane

The human propensity to take an ethical stance toward 
oneself and others is found in every known society, yet we 
also know that values taken for granted in one society can 
contradict those in another. Does ethical life arise from 
human nature itself? Is it a universal human trait? Or is it a 
product of one’s cultural and historical context? Webb Keane 
offers a new approach to the empirical study of ethical life 
that reconciles these questions, showing how ethics arise at 
the intersection of human biology and social dynamics.

Drawing on the latest findings in psychology, conver-
sational interaction, ethnography, and history, Ethical Life 
takes readers from inner city America to Samoa and the 
Inuit Arctic to reveal how we are creatures of our biology as 
well as our history—and how our ethical lives are contingent 
on both. Keane looks at Melanesian theories of mind and 
the training of Buddhist monks, and discusses important 
social causes such as the British abolitionist movement and 
American feminism. He explores how styles of child rearing, 
notions of the person, and moral codes in different com-
munities elaborate on certain basic human tendencies while 
suppressing or ignoring others.

Certain to provoke debate, Ethical Life presents an 
entirely new way of thinking about ethics, morals, and the 
factors that shape them.

Webb Keane is the George Herbert Mead Collegiate Profes-
sor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan. He is the 
author of Christian Moderns: Freedom and Fetish in the Mis-
sion Encounter and Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards 
of Representation in an Indonesian Society.
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“This is not just an extraordinarily 
important and beautifully rendered 
translation, but a magisterial work of 
scholarship. The long-awaited second 
volume, which includes the political 
writings and later letters, is especially 
welcome. Curley’s edition of Spinoza’s 
writings will, and should, remain the 
standard text of Spinoza in English for 
generations to come.”
—steven nadler, author of A Book 
Forged in Hell: Spinoza’s Scandalous 
Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age

The second and finaL voLume of 
The mosT auThoriTaTive engLish-Language 

ediTion of sPinoza’s WriTings

The Collected Works 
of Spinoza

Volume II

Benedictus de Spinoza
Edited and translated by Edwin Curley

The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first time in 
English, a truly satisfactory edition of all of Spinoza’s writings, 
with accurate and readable translations, based on the best crit-
ical editions of the original-language texts, done by a scholar 
who has published extensively on the philosopher’s work.

The centerpiece of this second volume is Spinoza’s 
Theological-Political Treatise, a landmark work in the history 
of biblical scholarship, the first argument for democracy 
by a major philosopher, and a forceful defense of freedom 
of thought and expression. This work is accompanied by 
Spinoza’s later correspondence, much of which responds to 
criticism of the Theological-Political Treatise. The volume also 
includes his last work, the unfinished Political Treatise, which 
builds on the foundations of the Theological-Political Treatise 
to offer plans for the organization of nontyrannical monar-
chies and aristocracies.

The elaborate editorial apparatus—including prefaces, 
notes, glossary, and indexes—assists the reader in under-
standing one of the world’s most fascinating, but also most 
difficult, philosophers. Of particular interest is the glossary-
index, which provides extensive commentary on Spinoza’s 
technical vocabulary.

A milestone of scholarship more than forty-five years in 
the making, The Collected Works of Spinoza is an essential 
edition for anyone with a serious interest in Spinoza or the 
history of philosophy.

Edwin Curley is professor emeritus of philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. His books include A Spinoza Reader, Be-
hind the Geometrical Method: A Reading of Spinoza’s “Ethics,” 
and Spinoza’s Metaphysics. He is also the author of Descartes 
Against the Skeptics and the editor of an edition of Hobbes’s 
Leviathan. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences.
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“With a keen sociological eye (and, as 
relevant, sense of smell), David Grazian 
reveals the habits, aspirations, and curi-
ous social organization of the human 
species. In this book, Grazian closely 
examines what captures us as well as 
what we capture, feed, display, love, and 
kill—in zoos and beyond.”
—harvey molotch, author of Against 
Security

a cLose-uP Look aT The conTradicTions  
and Wonders of The modern zoo

American Zoo
A Sociological Safari

David Grazian

Orangutans swing from Kevlar-lined fire hoses. Giraffes feast 
on celebratory birthday cakes topped with carrots instead of 
candles. Hi-tech dinosaur robots growl among steel trees, 
while owls watch animated cartoons on old television sets. In 
American Zoo, sociologist David Grazian takes us on a safari 
through the contemporary zoo, alive with its many contradic-
tions and strange wonders. 

Trading in his tweed jacket for a zoo uniform and a pair 
of muddy work boots, Grazian introduces us to zookeepers 
and animal rights activists, parents and toddlers, and the 
other human primates that make up the zoo’s social world. He 
shows that in a major shift away from their unfortunate pasts, 
American zoos today emphasize naturalistic exhibits teeming 
with lush and immersive landscapes, breeding programs for 
endangered animals, and enrichment activities for their cap-
tive creatures. In doing so, zoos blur the imaginary boundar-
ies we regularly use to separate culture from nature, humans 
from animals, and civilization from the wild. At the same time, 
zoos manage a wilderness of competing priorities—animal 
care, education, scientific research, and recreation—all while 
attempting to serve as centers for conservation in the wake 
of the current environmental and climate-change crisis. The 
world of the zoo reflects how we project our own prejudices 
and desires onto the animal kingdom, and invest nature with 
meaning and sentiment.

A revealing portrayal of comic animals, delighted chil-
dren, and feisty zookeepers, American Zoo is a remarkable 
close-up exploration of a classic cultural attraction. 

David Grazian is associate professor of sociology at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. He is the author of Blue Chicago: The 
Search for Authenticity in Urban Blues Clubs, On the Make: The 
Hustle of Urban Nightlife, and Mix It Up: Popular Culture, Mass 
Media, and Society. 
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“Kiran Klaus Patel provides a strikingly 
broad and comprehensive treatment of 
the New Deal and brings a remarkable 
range of global knowledge to bear on the 
subject. An extraordinary mine of infor-
mation, this unique and valuable book 
will be an indispensable reference point 
in future debates over the global 1930s.”
—daniel T. rodgers, professor emeritus, 
Princeton university

The firsT hisTory of 
The neW deaL in gLoBaL conTexT

The New Deal
A Global History

Kiran Klaus Patel

The New Deal: A Global History provides a radically new 
interpretation of a pivotal period in U.S. history. The first 
comprehensive study of the New Deal in a global context, 
the book compares American responses to the international 
crisis of capitalism and democracy during the 1930s to 
responses by other countries around the globe—not just 
in Europe but also in Latin America, Asia, and other parts 
of the world. Work creation, agricultural intervention, state 
planning, immigration policy, the role of mass media, forms 
of political leadership, and new ways of ruling America’s 
colonies—all had parallels elsewhere and unfolded against a 
backdrop of intense global debates.

By avoiding the distortions of American exceptionalism, 
Kiran Klaus Patel shows how America’s reaction to the Great 
Depression connected it to the wider world. Among much 
else, the book explains why the New Deal had enormous 
repercussions on China; why franklin D. Roosevelt studied the 
welfare schemes of Nazi Germany; and why the New Deal-
ers were fascinated by cooperatives in Sweden—but ignored 
similar schemes in Japan.

Ultimately, Patel argues, the New Deal provided the in-
stitutional scaffolding for the construction of American global 
hegemony in the postwar era, making this history essential 
for understanding both the New Deal and America’s rise to 
global leadership.

Kiran Klaus Patel is the Jean Monnet Professor of European 
and Global History at Maastricht University in the Nether-
lands. His books include Soldiers of Labor: Labor Service in 
Nazi Germany and New Deal America, 1933–1945, and he has 
edited a number of volumes, including The United States and 
Germany during the Twentieth Century.
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The Princeton Companion 
to Applied Mathematics

Edited by 
Nicholas J. Higham

Mark R. Dennis, Paul Glendinning, Paul A. Martin, 
fadil Santosa & Jared Tanner, associate editors

This is the most authoritative and accessible single-
volume reference book on applied mathematics. featur-
ing numerous entries by leading experts and organized 
thematically, it introduces readers to applied math-
ematics and its uses; explains key concepts; describes 
important equations, laws, and functions; looks at excit-
ing areas of research; covers modeling and simulation; 
explores areas of application; and more.

Modeled on the popular Princeton Companion to 
Mathematics, this volume is an indispensable resource 
for undergraduate and graduate students, researchers, 
and practitioners in other disciplines seeking a user-
friendly reference book on applied mathematics.

u   features nearly 200 entries organized thematically 
and written by an international team of distinguished 
contributors

u   Presents the major ideas and branches of applied 
mathematics in a clear and accessible way

u   Explains important mathematical concepts,
methods, equations, and applications

u   Introduces the language of applied mathematics 
and the goals of applied mathematical research

u   Gives a wide range of examples of mathematical 
modeling

u   Covers continuum mechanics, dynamical systems, 
numerical analysis, discrete and combinatorial
mathematics, mathematical physics, and much more

u   Explores the connections between applied
mathematics and other disciplines

u   Includes suggestions for further reading,
cross-references, and a comprehensive index

Nicholas J. Higham is the Richardson Professor of Applied 
Mathematics at The University of Manchester. Mark R. Dennis 
is professor of theoretical physics at the University of Bristol. 
Paul Glendinning is professor of applied  mathematics at The 
University of Manchester. Paul A. Martin is professor of applied 
mathematics at the Colorado School of Mines. Fadil Santosa is 
professor of mathematics at the University of Minnesota.
Jared Tanner is professor of the mathematics of information at 
the University of Oxford.

“This remarkable volume takes on an 
impossible mission and completes it 
with style, precision, and scholarship. 
Collected here are defi nitive accounts 
of the major topics in modern applied 
mathematics by world leaders on the 
subject. The breadth of topics is enor-
mous. Higham and his collaborators 
have compiled a special source that will 
be invaluable to researchers, students, 
and specialists alike.”
—J. Tinsley oden, university of Texas 
at austin

The musT-have comPendium
on aPPLied maThemaTics


