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The uLTimaTe Bee Book for  
Bee enThusiasTs and exPerTs aLike

“The decline of bees in recent years 
has led to a growing awareness of the 
importance of these insects. The Bees in 
Your Backyard provides a great introduc-
tion to the bees of North America and 
an invaluable aid to anyone learning to 
differentiate the various kinds. I know 
of no other book for general readers that 
describes all the genera to this extent.”
—sheila colla, coauthor of Bumble Bees 
of North America: An Identification Guide

The Bees 
in Your Backyard

A Guide to North America’s Bees

Joseph S. Wilson &  
Olivia Messinger Carril

The Bees in Your Backyard provides an engaging 
introduction to the roughly 4,000 different bee species 
found in the United States and Canada, dispelling com-
mon myths about bees while offering essential tips for 
telling them apart in the field.

The book features more than 900 stunning color 
photos of the bees living all around us—in our gardens 
and parks, along nature trails, and in the wild spaces 
between. It describes their natural history, including 
where they live, how they gather food, their role as polli-
nators, and even how to attract them to your own back-
yard. Ideal for amateur naturalists and experts alike, it 
gives detailed accounts of every bee family and genus 
in North America, describing key identification features, 
distributions, diets, nesting habits, and more.

u   Provides the most comprehensive and accessible 
guide to all bees in the United States and Canada

u   features more than 900 full-color photos
u   Offers helpful identification tips and pointers for 

studying bees
u   Includes a full chapter on how to attract bees to your 

backyard 

Joseph S. Wilson is assistant professor of biology at Utah 
State University and has been studying bees and wasps for 
more than a decade. Olivia Messinger Carril received her PhD 
in plant biology from Southern Illinois University and has been 
studying bees and the flowers they visit for nearly twenty years.
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Praise for the Offshore Sea Life ID 
Guide: West Coast:

“Filled with concise information and 
accurate illustrations, this terrific field 
guide will be a handy, quick reference 
for the layperson and serious naturalist 
on boat trips off the West Coast of the 
United States. No other useful guides for 
this region deal with both marine mam-
mals and seabirds in the same book.”
—sophie Webb, coauthor of Field Guide 
to Marine Mammals of the Pacific Coast

The firsT comPacT fieLd guide To  
offshore sea Life of The easT coasT

Offshore Sea Life 
ID Guide: East Coast

Steve N.G. Howell &  
Brian L. Sullivan

Two-thirds of our planet lies out of sight of land, just off-
shore beyond the horizon. What wildlife might you see out 
there? This handy guide, designed for quick use on day trips 
off the East Coast, helps you put a name to what you find, 
from whales and dolphins to shearwaters, turtles, and even 
flyingfish. Carefully crafted color plates show species as they 
typically appear at sea, and expert text highlights identifica-
tion features. Essential for anyone heading out on a whale-
watching or birding trip, this guidebook provides a handy 
gateway to the wonders of the ocean.

u   Over 100 color photos and composite plates
u   Includes whales, dolphins, birds, sharks, turtles, 

flyingfish, and more
u   Accessible and informative text reveals what to look for
u   Great for beginners and experts alike

Steve N.G. Howell is an international bird tour leader with 
WINGS and a research associate at the California Academy 
of Sciences. His other books include Petrels, Albatrosses, and 
Storm-Petrels of North America and The Amazing World of 
Flyingfish (both Princeton). Brian L. Sullivan is eBird program 
codirector and photographic editor for Birds of North America 
Online at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and a coauthor of The 
Crossley ID Guide: Raptors (Princeton). Howell and Sullivan 
are the coauthors of Offshore Sea Life ID Guide: West Coast 
(Princeton).
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hoW To go from a Beginner 
To an exPerT Birder

“This guide is an outstanding refer-
ence and a valuable contribution for 
birders at all levels. The format is 
reader friendly and the illustrations 
are stunning.”
—Wayne Petersen, director of mass 
audubon’s important Bird area Program

Better Birding
Tips, Tools, and Concepts for the field

George L. Armistead  
& Brian L. Sullivan

Better Birding reveals the techniques expert bird-
ers use to identify a wide array of bird species in the 
field—quickly and easily. featuring hundreds of stun-
ning photos and composite plates throughout, this 
book simplifies identification by organizing the birds 
you see into groupings and offering strategies specifi-
cally tailored to each group. Skill building focuses not 
just on traditional elements such as plumage, but 
also on creating a context around each bird, including 
habitat, behavior, and taxonomy—parts so integral to 
every bird’s identity but often glossed over by typical 
field guides. Critical background information is pro-
vided for each group, enabling you to approach bird 
identification with a wide-angle view, using your eyes, 
brain, and binoculars more strategically, resulting in a 
more organized approach to learning birds.

Better Birding puts the thrill of expert bird identi-
fication within your reach.

u   Reveals the techniques used by expert birders for 
quick and easy identification

u   Simplifies identification with strategies tailored to 
different groupings of birds

u   features hundreds of photos and composite plates 
that illustrate the different techniques

u   fosters a wide-angle approach to field birding
u   Provides a foundation for building stronger 

birding skills

George L. Armistead is events coordinator at the American 
Birding Association and a research associate in the Ornithol-
ogy Department at the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel 
University. He has led birding tours on all seven continents. 
Brian L. Sullivan is eBird program codirector and photographic 
editor for Birds of North America Online at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. He is the author of numerous papers on bird iden-
tification and the coauthor of The Crossley ID Guide: Raptors 
and Offshore Sea Life ID Guide: West Coast (both Princeton).
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a comPrehensive PhoTograPhic fieLd guide 
To The mammaLs of BriTain and ireLand

Britain’s Mammals
A field Guide to the Mammals of Britain and Ireland

Dominic Couzens, Andy Swash, 
Robert Still & Jon L. Dunn

Britain’s Mammals is a comprehensive and beautifully de-
signed photographic field guide to all the mammals recorded 
in Britain and Ireland in recent times—including marine 
mammals, bats and introduced species. The book features 
hundreds of stunning photographs and incorporates invalu-
able tips and suggestions to help you track down and identify 
even the most difficult species.

This easy-to-use book provides an introduction to the 
different types of mammal, and concise species accounts that 
include details of habitat, daily and yearly activity rhythms, feed-
ing behaviour, sounds, breeding biology and general habits. It 
also contains descriptions of key field signs—including tracks, 
scats and nests—that give away the presence of mammals 
even when they are out of sight. In addition, guidance is pro-
vided on ways of studying and observing mammals—including 
small-mammal trapping, bat detecting and whale watching—as 
well as mammal conservation, the law and sources of further 
useful information. Handy and informative, this guide is the 
ideal companion for anyone interested in watching mammals 
in Britain and Ireland.

u   Covers every species of mammal in Britain and Ireland
u   Hundreds of superb colour photographs
u   Descriptions of mammals as you are likely to see them
u   Helpful tips for identifying tracks and other signs you 

may find in the field
u   Advice on finding and watching mammals 

Dominic Couzens is one of Britain’s best-known wildlife writ-
ers. His work appears in numerous magazines, including BBC 
Wildlife and BBC Countryfile, and his books include Secret 
Lives of Garden Wildlife. Andy Swash is an ecologist, a wildlife 
photographer and the managing director of WILDGuides. 
Robert Still, the cofounder of WILDGuides, is an ecologist and 
graphic artist and has designed more than thirty of its titles. 
Jon L. Dunn lives in Shetland, UK, working there and abroad 
as a wildlife tour guide and writer. His books include Britain’s 
Sea Mammals (WILDGuides).
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The definiTive fieLd guide To 
The Birds of BoTsWana

“I found this guide to be of the highest 
quality. The content is well organized and 
well written, the scholarship is sound, 
and the illustrations are excellent.”
—stephanie J. Tyler, Birdlife Botswana

Birds of Botswana

Peter Hancock &  
Ingrid Weiersbye

Here is the ultimate field guide to Botswana’s stunningly 
diverse birdlife. Covering all 597 species recorded to date, Birds 
of Botswana features more than 1,200 superb color illustra-
tions, detailed species accounts, seasonality and breeding 
bars, and a color distribution map for each species. Drawing 
on the latest regional and national data, the book highlights 
the best birding areas in Botswana, provides helpful tips on 
where and when to see key species, and depicts special races 
and morphs specific to Botswana. This is the first birding 
guide written by a Botswana-based ornithologist and the only 
one dedicated specifically to Botswana.

Portable and easy to use, Birds of Botswana is the essential 
travel companion for anyone visiting this remarkable country.

u   Covers all 597 species of birds found in Botswana, 
including subspecies and color variants specific to 
Botswana

u   features more than 1,200 color illustrations—with 
more than one illustration for species where the sexes 
and ages differ

u   Includes detailed species accounts, seasonality and 
breeding bars, and color distribution maps

u   Draws on the latest bird data and the expertise of 
leading birders in Botswana

Peter Hancock is a field biologist whose work as a profes-
sional conservationist has taken him to virtually every corner 
of Botswana over the past twenty-five years. His books 
include Birds of the Okavango and the Chobe Companion. 
Ingrid Weiersbye is a freelance wildlife artist based in South 
Africa. She is the illustrator and coauthor of Roberts Geo-
graphic Variation of Southern African Birds.
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The essenTiaL fieLd guide To  
souTh american Passerines

“Very easy to flick through and get a 
quick impression of what may be unfa-
miliar families.”
—Birdwatch

“The ideal guide to take on your travels.”
—British ornithologists’ union

Birds of South America: 
Passerines

Written and illustrated by  
Ber van Perlo

This comprehensive field guide to the birds of South America 
covers all 1,952 passerine species to be found south of 
Panama, including offshore islands such as Trinidad, the 
Galapagos, and the falklands, and the islands of the Scotia 
Arc leading to the Antarctic mainland. It features 197 stunning 
color plates and detailed species accounts that describe key 
identification features, habitat, songs, and calls. All plumages 
for each species are illustrated, including males, females, and 
juveniles. This easy-to-use guide is the essential travel com-
panion for experienced birdwatchers and novice birders alike.

u   Combines a clear format with a wealth of detailed 
information

u   features 197 color plates that aid identification
u   Covers key identification features with information on 

habitat, songs, and calls
u   Includes a distribution map for each species

Ber van Perlo is the award-winning author and illustrator 
of Birds of Hawaii, New Zealand, and the Central and West 
Pacific; Birds of Eastern Africa; Birds of Southern Africa; Birds 
of Western and Central Africa; and Birds of Mexico and Central 
America (all Princeton).
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BirdGenie™ 
Backyard Birds  

East & West

Software written by  
Tom Stephenson &  

Stephen Travis Pope

BirdGenie™ is a remarkable app that enables anyone with a 
supported Apple® or Android® smartphone or tablet to identify 
birds in the backyard, at the local park, or on the nature trail—
all with the tap of a button! It’s like Shazam® for nature—just 
hold up your phone, record the bird singing, and BirdGenie 
tells you what bird it is. 

Each regional app contains eighty vocalization types for 
sixty bird species, covering almost all of the birds you are likely 
to encounter. When you hear a singing bird and make a clear 
recording with your smartphone or tablet, BirdGenie identi-
fies the bird if it is an included species, tells you exactly how 
confident it is that the identification is correct, and provides 
audio samples of the bird’s various songs to compare with 
your own recording, as well as color photos, useful informa-
tion, and links to further reading. You can attach comments, 
photos, and other info to your recordings, track your history 
with a convenient log, and easily share everything with friends 
and other users. Even better, no internet connection is needed, 
making BirdGenie accessible everywhere you go.

An incredibly enjoyable app for anyone who wants to 
know what bird they’re listening to, and a perfect tool for 
teaching and learning, BirdGenie takes bird identification to a 
whole new awesome level.

u   Quickly identify most birds by recording their songs
u   Look at vivid images of the bird—some in 3-D!
u   Listen to samples of the bird’s various songs and 

compare them with your recording
u   Keep a log of all your recordings
u   Attach comments, photos, and other info to share 

with friends and other users on facebook, Twitter, 
and Google+

u   find out useful details about the bird, such as what 
to feed it

u   Read further about the bird species on the Web 
through BirdGenie’s recommended links

u   Browse the built-in 60-species regional catalog to 
learn even more and hear other songs

u   Use the app anywhere—no internet connection 
required!

sUMMER 2015

Each Regional App: $2.99
Compatibility: Requires iOS 6.0 or later. Compatible with 
iPhone 4/5/6, iPad, iPad Mini, and iPod Touch. 
Requires Android 4.0 and above. Compatible with most 
common Android phones and tablets.

Shazam® is the registered trademark of Shazam Entertainment Lim-
ited and is not affiliated with Princeton University Press in any way. 
BirdGenie™ is a trademark of Princeton University Press.


