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Economics for the Common Good

JEAN TIROLE
Translated by Steven Rendall

When Jean Tirole won the 2014 Nobel Prize in Economics, he 
suddenly found himself being stopped in the street by complete 
strangers and asked to comment on issues of the day, no matter 
how distant from his own areas of research. His transformation 
from academic economist to public intellectual prompted him to 
reflect further on the role economists and their discipline play in 
society. The result is Economics for the Common Good, a passionate 
manifesto for a world in which economics, far from being a “dismal 
science,” is a positive force for the common good.

Economists are rewarded for writing technical papers in 
scholarly journals, not joining in public debates. But Tirole says we 
urgently need economists to engage with the many challenges facing 
society, helping to identify our key objectives and the tools needed to 
meet them. 

To show how economics can help us realize the common 
good, Tirole shares his insights on a broad array of questions affect-
ing our everyday lives and the future of our society, including global 
warming, unemployment, the post-2008 global financial order, the 
Euro crisis, the digital revolution, innovation, and the proper balance 
between the free market and regulation.

Providing a rich account of how economics can benefit every-
one, Economics for the Common Good sets a new agenda for the role 
of economics in society.

Jean Tirole, the winner of the 2014 Nobel Prize in Economics, has 
been described as one of the most influential economists of our 
time. He is chairman of the Toulouse School of Economics and of 
the Institute for Advanced Study in Toulouse and a visiting professor 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His many books in-
clude The Theory of Corporate Finance and Financial Crises, Liquidity, 
and the International Monetary System (both Princeton).
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From Nobel Prize–winning 
economist Jean Tirole, a bold 

new agenda for the role of 
economics in society

“Jean Tirole is that rare exception, a 
Nobel laureate who believes he has a 

social responsibility to talk clearly and 
responsibly about the topics on the 

minds of noneconomists. This is an 
exceptional book. It shows the value 

of careful economic thinking on topics 
from unemployment to global warm-
ing. Required reading for policymak-

ers, but also for anybody who wants to 
understand today’s economy.”

—Olivier Blanchard, former Chief 
Economist, International  

Monetary Fund

NATIONAL AUTHOR TOUR
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“Economics for the Common Good 
is a delightfully written and deeply 
insightful book. Offering striking and 
illuminating paradoxes about economic 
behavior, Jean Tirole discusses a broad 
range of problems related to economic 
well-being and the common good, from 
privacy and the dominance of Google 
to how we allocate scarce resources 
and deal with climate change.”
—Harold James, Princeton University

AN INTERvIEW WITH JEAN TIROLE

What inspired you to write this book?

I wanted to show how economics can open a window to the world. 
Since receiving the Nobel Prize, I have regularly been asked to ex-
plain to general audiences the nature of economic research and what 
it contributes to our well-being. In this book, which is accessible to 
any intellectually curious reader with little or no previous knowledge 
of economics, I explain how economics can help us understand the 
world and guide policy.

What is the benefit of making economic ideas comprehensible to a 
general audience?

Repeatedly blaming politicians for flawed policies won’t get us very 
far. Like everyone, politicians respond to the incentives they face—in 
their case, the hope of being elected. very rarely do they go against 
public opinion. So we get the policies we deserve. And as I explain in 
the book, our understanding of economic phenomena is obfuscated 
by various cognitive biases; we are dependent on rules of thumb 
and narratives, and we often believe what we want to believe and see 
what we want to see. Economics acts as a deciphering key, although 
of course it has its own shortcomings.

in the book you talk about economics for the common good. What 
exactly is the common good?

Economics for the common good is an ambition: to suggest policies 
that help our institutions align social and private interests. The 
invisible and visible hands—the market and the state—are comple-
mentary; to function well, a market economy needs an efficient state 
to correct its failures. But sometimes the state does not work for the 
common good. For example, many countries are leaving their chil-
dren unemployment, unfunded public debt, a degraded education 
system, inequality, and a lack of preparation for digital upheaval. And 
the world does little to contain climate change. The book therefore 
pays particular attention to what is going wrong with governments 
and how this can be remedied to promote the common good.

Economics has come under sharp attack, especially since the 2008 
financial crisis. is it a science?

We must be humble and accept that as a science, economics is an 
inexact one. Overall, an economist will generally feel more comfort-
able analyzing past events and proposing future policies rather than 
forecasting. Incidentally, this is a characteristic shared by doctors 
and seismologists, who detect environments that are conducive to 
heart attacks and earthquakes, and who can provide useful recom-
mendations, but are hard-pressed to predict the exact timing of 
these events, or even whether they will occur at all.
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What the financial diaries of 
working-class families reveal 

about economic stresses, why 
they happen, and what policies 

might reduce them

“The Financial Diaries provides a use-
ful framework for readers looking to 

understand why working-class families 
feel uneasy with their financial situa-
tions. Morduch and Schneider make 

the important case for the distinction 
between illiquidity and insolvency, and 

for the idea that policy solutions for 
each of these problems may not be 

the same.”
—Elisabeth Jacobs, Washington Center 

for Equitable Growth

The Financial Diaries
How American Families Cope in a World of Uncertainty

JONATHAN MORDUCH & RACHEL SCHNEIDER

Deep within the American Dream lies the belief that hard work and 
steady saving will ensure a comfortable retirement and a better life 
for one’s children. But in a nation experiencing unprecedented pros-
perity, even for many families who seem to be doing everything right, 
this ideal is still out of reach.

In The Financial Diaries, Jonathan Morduch and Rachel 
Schneider draw on the groundbreaking U.S. Financial Diaries, which 
follow the lives of 235 low- and middle-income families as they nav-
igate through a year. Through the Diaries, Morduch and Schneider 
challenge popular assumptions about how Americans earn, spend, 
borrow, and save—and they identify the true causes of distress and 
inequality for many working Americans. 

We meet real people, ranging from a casino dealer to a street 
vendor to a tax preparer, who open up their lives and illustrate a 
world of financial uncertainty in which even limited financial success 
requires imaginative—and often costly—coping strategies. Morduch 
and Schneider detail what families are doing to help themselves and 
describe new policies and technologies that will improve stability for 
those who need it most.

Combining hard facts with personal stories, The Financial Dia-
ries presents an unparalleled inside look at the economic stresses of 
today’s families and offers powerful, fresh ideas for solving them. 

Jonathan Morduch is professor of public policy and economics at the 
New York University Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. He 
is the coauthor of Portfolios of the Poor (Princeton) and other books. 
rachel schneider is senior vice president at the Center for Financial 
Services Innovation, an organization dedicated to improving the 
financial health of Americans.

APRIL

978-0-691-17298-9  Cloth  $27.95T
240 pages. 14 line illus. 6 x 9.

POPULAR ECONOMICS | CURRENT AFFAIRS



prEss.prinCETon.EDu Trade  5

AN INTERvIEW WITH  
JONATHAN MORDUCH & RACHEL SCHNEIDER

What makes the u.s. Financial Diaries different from other financial 
surveys of American households?

We set out to find people who were willing to open up their entire 
financial lives to us for a year. Two hundred thirty-five families and 
individuals let us track every dollar that they earned, spent, bor-
rowed, and saved, or that they received from others. 

We got to know many of the families personally. And seeing 235 
different lives allowed us to draw connections between people facing 
similar dilemmas in radically different situations—from undoc-
umented migrant workers in northern California to middle-class 
families in Ohio. Because money touches so much of life, we could 
see most other parts of their lives, too.

Each of the book’s chapters opens with one or two individuals and 
follows their work and family life. Describe a memorable participant 
in the diaries project.

The book opens with the story of Becky and Jeremy, a young couple 
raising a family in a small town in Ohio. Their story reveals a com-
mon struggle to achieve both mobility and stability. Jeremy was work-
ing full-time, fixing trucks on commission. Becky mainly stayed home 
to raise their children, volunteered, and occasionally cleaned houses 
on the side. Jeremy liked his job, but fixing eighteen-wheeler trucks 
is a seasonal business, and Jeremy’s pay was unsteady. Even though 
Becky and Jeremy had many of the markers of middle-class life—a 
comfortable home, a tight community, and solid employment—they 
felt incredibly insecure. At the end of the study, Jeremy switched to a 
lower-paying job with a longer commute—but at least it came with a 
steady paycheck. 

What do most of us not understand about the financial plight of the 
working and middle classes—and what can we learn from it?

First, families feel insecure for perfectly good reasons—income 
and spending needs are often unpredictable and hard to manage, 
even for middle-class families. Second, people cope with the risks in 
surprising and inventive ways. They strategize with family members. 
They save actively, even if not for the long term. They find ways to 
discipline their borrowing. None of the ideas are flawless, but some 
point to ways businesses and governments can create better solu-
tions. Maybe more important, the stories in the diaries show how 
unbalanced America has become in terms of whose shoulders are 
carrying most of the risk today.
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How only violence and 
catastrophes have consistently 
reduced inequality throughout 

world history

“If you think you’ve heard it all about 
economic inequality, think again. 

Walter Scheidel’s analysis of what 
really reduces inequality is provocative, 

but he makes the case with reason, 
evidence, and style.”

—Steven Pinker, author of The Better 
Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence 

Has Declined

The Great Leveler
violence and the History of Inequality 
from the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century

WALTER SCHEIDEL

Are mass violence and catastrophes the only forces that can seriously 
decrease economic inequality? To judge by thousands of years of his-
tory, the answer is yes. Tracing the global history of inequality from the 
Stone Age to today, Walter Scheidel shows that inequality never dies 
peacefully. Periods of increased equality are usually born of carnage 
and disaster and are generally short-lived, disappearing with the return 
of peace and stability. The Great Leveler is the first book to chart the 
crucial role of violent shocks in reducing inequality over the full sweep 
of human history around the world.

Ever since humans began to farm, herd livestock, and pass on 
their assets to future generations, economic inequality has been a 
defining feature of civilization. Over thousands of years, only violent 
events have significantly lessened inequality. The “Four Horsemen” 
of leveling—mass-mobilization warfare, transformative revolutions, 
state collapse, and catastrophic plagues—have repeatedly destroyed 
the fortunes of the rich. Scheidel identifies and examines these 
processes, from the crises of the earliest civilizations to the cataclys-
mic world wars and communist revolutions of the twentieth century. 
Today, the violence that reduced inequality in the past seems to have 
diminished, and that is a good thing. But it casts serious doubt on 
the prospects for a more equal future. 

An essential contribution to the debate about inequality, The 
Great Leveler provides important new insights about why inequality 
is so persistent—and why it is unlikely to decline anytime soon.

Walter scheidel is the Dickason Professor in the Humanities, profes-
sor of classics and history, and a Kennedy-Grossman Fellow in Hu-
man Biology at Stanford University. The author or editor of sixteen 
previous books, he has published widely on premodern social and 
economic history, demography, and comparative history. He lives in 
Palo Alto, California.
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From the bestselling author 
of 1177 B.C., a comprehensive 
history of archaeology—from 
its amateur beginnings to the 
cutting-edge science it is today

“This book takes your hand and leads 
you on a magical archaeology mystery 
tour across the globe. You’ll meet fa-
mous archaeologists, explore legendary 
sites, and see the latest discoveries 
using new technologies. Archaeology 
is full of ‘wonderful things,’ and Three 
Stones Make a Wall, written by one of 
its greatest storytellers, is a must-have.”
—Sarah Parcak, University of Alabama 
at Birmingham, winner of the 2016 
TED Prize

Three stones Make a Wall
The Story of Archaeology

ERIC H. CLINE

In 1922, Howard Carter peered into Tutankhamun’s tomb for the first 
time, the only light coming from the candle in his outstretched hand. 
Urged to tell what he was seeing through the small opening he had 
cut in the door to the tomb, the Egyptologist famously replied, “I 
see wonderful things.” Carter’s fabulous discovery is just one of the 
many spellbinding stories told in Three Stones Make a Wall.

Written by Eric Cline, an archaeologist with more than thirty 
seasons of excavation experience, Three Stones Make a Wall traces the 
history of archaeology from an amateur pursuit to the cutting-edge 
science it is today by taking the reader on a tour of major archaeologi-
cal sites and discoveries, from Pompeii to Petra, Troy to the Terracotta 
Warriors, and Mycenae to Megiddo and Masada. Cline brings to life 
the personalities behind these digs, including Heinrich Schliemann, 
the former businessman who excavated Troy, and Mary Leakey, whose 
discoveries advanced our understanding of human origins. The dis-
covery of the peoples and civilizations of the past is presented in vivid 
detail, from the Hittites and Minoans to the Inca, Aztec, and Moche. 
Along the way, the book addresses the questions archaeologists are 
asked most often: How do you know where to dig? How are excava-
tions actually done? How do you know how old something is? Who 
gets to keep what is found?

Taking readers from the pioneering digs of the eighteenth 
century to the exciting new discoveries being made today, Three 
Stones Make a Wall is a lively and essential introduction to the story 
of archaeology.

Eric H. Cline is professor of classics and anthropology and director of 
the Capitol Archaeological Institute at George Washington University. 
An active archaeologist, he has excavated and surveyed in Greece, 
Crete, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, and the United States. His many 
books include 1177 B.C.: The Year Civilization Collapsed (Princeton).
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The scientific story of first 
impressions—and why the snap 

character judgments we make 
from faces are irresistible but 

usually incorrect

“Faces are what newborns naturally 
seek. They are the objects of our love, 
trust, fear, longing, and memory. They 

inspire poetry and the visual arts. 
We rely on faces to reveal mood and 

character, allowing them to influence 
hiring decisions, criminal convictions, 

and elections. In this magisterial 
work, Todorov takes us on a tour of 

the face, its role in human affairs, and 
its power to influence and mislead. 

You’ll always look at faces, but never 
the same way again.”

—Eldar Shafir, coauthor of Scarcity: 
The New Science of Having Less and 

How It Defines Our Lives

Face Value
The Irresistible Influence of First Impressions 

ALExANDER TODOROv

We make up our minds about others after seeing their faces for a 
fraction of a second—and these snap judgments predict all kinds of 
important decisions. For example, politicians who simply look more 
competent are more likely to win elections. Yet the character judg-
ments we make from faces are as inaccurate as they are irresistible; 
in most situations, we would guess more accurately if we ignored 
faces. So why do we put so much stock in these widely shared 
impressions? What is their purpose if they are completely unreli-
able? In this book, Alexander Todorov, one of the world’s leading 
researchers on the subject, answers these questions as he tells the 
story of the modern science of first impressions.

Drawing on psychology, cognitive science, neuroscience, com-
puter science, and other fields, this accessible and richly illustrated 
book describes cutting-edge research and puts it in the context of the 
history of efforts to read personality from faces. Todorov describes 
how we have evolved the ability to read basic social signals and 
momentary emotional states from faces, using a network of brain 
regions dedicated to the processing of faces. Yet contrary to the 
nineteenth-century pseudoscience of physiognomy and even some 
of today’s psychologists, faces don’t provide us a map to the person-
alities of others. Rather, the impressions we draw from faces reveal a 
map of our own biases and stereotypes.

A fascinating scientific account of first impressions, Face Value 
explains why we pay so much attention to faces, why they lead us 
astray, and what our judgments actually tell us.

Alexander Todorov is professor of psychology at Princeton Uni-
versity, where he is also affiliated with the Princeton Neuroscience 
Institute and the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International 
Affairs. His research on first impressions has been covered by media 
around the world, including the New York Times, the Guardian, the 
New Yorker, the Daily Telegraph, Scientific American, PBS, and NPR. 
He lives in Princeton.
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The usefulness of 
useless Knowledge

ABRAHAM FLExNER
With a companion essay by Robbert Dijkgraaf

A forty-year tightening of funding for scientific research has meant 
that resources are increasingly directed toward applied or practical 
outcomes, with the intent of creating products of immediate value. In 
such a scenario, it makes sense to focus on the most identifiable and 
urgent problems, right? Actually, it doesn’t. In his classic essay “The 
Usefulness of Useless Knowledge,” Abraham Flexner, the founding 
director of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton and the man 
who helped bring Albert Einstein to the United States, describes a 
great paradox of scientific research. The search for answers to deep 
questions, motivated solely by curiosity and without concern for 
applications, often leads not only to the greatest scientific discoveries 
but also to the most revolutionary technological breakthroughs. In 
short, no quantum mechanics, no computer chips. This brief book 
includes Flexner’s timeless 1939 essay alongside a new companion 
essay by Robbert Dijkgraaf, the Institute’s current director, in which he 
shows that Flexner’s defense of the value of “the unobstructed pursuit 
of useless knowledge” may be even more relevant today than it was in 
the early twentieth century. Dijkgraaf describes how basic research has 
led to major transformations in the past century and explains why it is 
an essential precondition of innovation and the first step in social and 
cultural change. He makes the case that society can achieve deeper 
understanding and practical progress today and tomorrow only by 
truly valuing and substantially funding the curiosity-driven “pursuit of 
useless knowledge” in both the sciences and the humanities.

Abraham Flexner (1866–1959) was the founding director of the 
Institute for Advanced Study, one of the world’s leading institutions 
for basic research in the sciences and humanities. robbert Dijkgraaf, 
a mathematical physicist who specializes in string theory, is director 
and Leon Levy Professor at the Institute for Advanced Study. A distin-
guished public policy adviser and passionate advocate for science 
and the arts, he is also the cochair of the InterAcademy Council, a 
global alliance of science academies.
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A short, provocative book about 
why “useless” science often 
leads to humanity’s greatest 
technological breakthroughs

“The Usefulness of Useless Knowl-
edge is excellent. Dijkgraaf’s essay 
is a remarkable piece of writing that 
eloquently puts Flexner’s essay in his-
torical context, revealing the influence 
of his vision on the twentieth century 
and reevaluating it in the light of the 
twenty-first.”
—Carlo Rovelli, author of Seven Brief 
Lessons on Physics
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How American race law provided 
a blueprint for Nazi Germany

“Hitler’s American Model is a breath-
taking excavation of America’s shame-

ful contribution to Hitler’s genocidal 
policies. This book is a profound 

testament to what the past can teach 
us about the present and is more 

timely than Whitman could possibly 
have imagined when he began this 

remarkable excursion into our nation’s 
original sin and its surprising European 

legacy. A brilliant page-turner.”
—Laurence H. Tribe, Harvard 

Law School

Hitler’s American Model
The United States and the Making of Nazi Race Law

JAMES Q. WHITMAN

Nazism triumphed in Germany during the high era of Jim Crow laws 
in the United States. Did the American regime of racial oppression 
in any way inspire the Nazis? The unsettling answer is yes. In Hitler’s 
American Model, James Whitman presents a detailed investigation 
of the American impact on the notorious Nuremberg Laws, the cen-
terpiece anti-Jewish legislation of the Nazi regime. Contrary to those 
who have insisted that there was no meaningful connection between 
American and German racial repression, Whitman demonstrates 
that the Nazis took a real, sustained, significant, and revealing inter-
est in American race policies.

As Whitman shows, the Nuremberg Laws were crafted in an 
atmosphere of considerable attention to the precedents American 
race laws had to offer. German praise for American practices, already 
found in Hitler’s Mein Kampf, was continuous throughout the early 
1930s, and the most radical Nazi lawyers were eager advocates of 
the use of American models. But while Jim Crow segregation was 
one aspect of American law that appealed to Nazi radicals, it was not 
the most consequential one. Rather, both American citizenship and 
antimiscegenation laws proved directly relevant to the two principal 
Nuremberg Laws—the Citizenship Law and the Blood Law. Whitman 
looks at the ultimate, ugly irony that when Nazis rejected Ameri-
can practices, it was sometimes not because they found them too 
enlightened, but too harsh.

Indelibly linking American race laws to the shaping of Nazi pol-
icies in Germany, Hitler’s American Model upends understandings of 
America’s influence on racist practices in the wider world.

James Q. Whitman is the Ford Foundation Professor of Comparative 
and Foreign Law at Yale Law School. His books include Harsh Justice, 
The Origins of Reasonable Doubt, and The Verdict of Battle. He lives in 
New York City.
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Praise for the French edition:

“[Terror in France is] the most essential 
book to read about France today. . . . 
Gilles Kepel’s important book is the 
best account we have of all the factors 
and events that helped create the 
current situation.”
—Mark Lilla, New York Review of Books

The virulent new brand of Islamic 
extremism threatening the West

Terror in France
The Rise of Jihad in the West

GILLES KEPEL
With a new introduction by the author

In November 2015, ISIS terrorists massacred scores of people in Paris 
with coordinated attacks on the Bataclan concert hall, cafés and restau-
rants, and the national sports stadium. On Bastille Day in 2016, an ISIS 
sympathizer drove a truck into crowds of holiday goers at the beaches of 
Nice, and two weeks later an elderly French priest was murdered during 
morning Mass by two ISIS militants. Here is Gilles Kepel’s explosive 
account of the radicalization of a segment of Muslim youth that led to 
those attacks—and of the failure of governments in France and across 
Europe to address it. It is a book everyone in the West must read.

Terror in France shows how these atrocities represent a parox-
ysm of violence that has long been building. The turning point was in 
2005, when the worst riots in modern French history erupted in the 
poor, largely Muslim suburbs of Paris after the accidental deaths of two 
boys who had been running from the police. The unrest—or “French 
intifada”—crystallized a new consciousness among young French 
Muslims. Some have fallen prey to the allure of “war of civilizations” 
rhetoric in ways never imagined by their parents and grandparents.

This is the highly anticipated English edition of Kepel’s sensa-
tional French bestseller, first published shortly after the Paris attacks. 
Now fully updated to reflect the latest developments and featuring 
a new introduction by the author, Terror in France reveals the truth 
about a virulent new wave of jihadism that has Europe as its main 
target. Its aim is to divide European societies from within by instill-
ing fear, provoking backlash, and achieving the ISIS dream—shared 
by Europe’s Far Right—of separating Europe’s growing Muslim 
minority community from the rest of its citizens.

Gilles Kepel is professor of political science at the École Normale 
Supérieure in Paris. His books include Beyond Terror and Martyrdom: 
The Future of the Middle East, The War for Muslim Minds: Islam and 
the West, and Jihad: The Trail of Political Islam.
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An entertaining, enlightening, 
and humorous graphic narrative 

of the dangerous thinkers who 
laid the foundation of modern 

philosophical, political, and 
scientific thought

“With its engaging, playful graphics, 
Heretics! combines narrative immediacy, 

intimacy, and warmth, reminding us 
that philosophy and history are alive, 

and bringing abstract and complex 
ideas back down to earth—faithfully, 

concisely, and wittily.”
—Ivan Brunetti, author of Cartooning: 

Philosophy and Practice

Heretics!
The Wondrous (and Dangerous) Beginnings  
of Modern Philosophy

STEvEN NADLER & BEN NADLER

This entertaining and enlightening graphic narrative tells the exciting 
story of the seventeenth-century thinkers who challenged authority—
sometimes risking excommunication, prison, and even death—to lay 
the foundations of modern philosophy and science and help usher 
in a new world. With masterful storytelling and color illustrations, 
Heretics! offers a unique introduction to the birth of modern thought 
in comics form—smart, charming, and often funny. 

These contentious and controversial philosophers—from Galileo 
and Descartes to Spinoza, Locke, Leibniz, and Newton—fundamentally 
changed the way we look at the world, society, and ourselves, overturn-
ing everything from the idea that the Earth is the center of the cosmos 
to the notion that kings have a divine right to rule. More devoted to 
reason than to faith, these thinkers defended scandalous new views of 
nature, religion, politics, knowledge, and the human mind.

Heretics! tells the story of their ideas, lives, and times in a vivid 
new way. Crisscrossing Europe as it follows them in their travels 
and exiles, the narrative describes their meetings and clashes with 
each other—as well as their confrontations with religious and royal 
authority. It recounts key moments in the history of modern philos-
ophy, including the burning of Giordano Bruno for heresy, Galileo’s 
house arrest for defending Copernicanism, Descartes’s proclaiming 
cogito ergo sum, Hobbes’s vision of the “nasty and brutish” state of 
nature, and Spinoza’s shocking Theological-Political Treatise.

A brilliant account of one of the most brilliant periods in phi-
losophy, Heretics! is the story of how a group of brave thinkers used 
reason and evidence to triumph over the authority of religion, royalty, 
and antiquity.

steven nadler is the William H. Hay II Professor of Philosophy 
and Evjue-Bascom Professor in the Humanities at the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison. His books include Spinoza: A Life, which won 
the Koret Jewish Book Award, and Rembrandt’s Jews, which was a 
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. He lives in Madison. Ben nadler, an 
illustrator, received his BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design 
and lives in Chicago.
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A beautifully illustrated visual 
and cultural history of the color 

red throughout the ages

Praise for Michel Pastoureau’s Blue:

“Pastoureau’s text moves us through 
one fascinating area of activity after 

another. . . . The jacket, cover and 
end-papers of this luscious book are 

appropriately blue; its double-columned 
text breathes easily in the space of its 
pages; it is so well sewn it opens flat 

at any place; and fascinating, aptly 
chosen color plates, not confined to the 

title color, will please even those eyes 
denied the good luck of being blue.”

—William H. Gass, Los Angeles Times 
Book Review

red
The History of a Color

MICHEL PASTOUREAU

The color red has represented many things, from the life force and 
the divine to love, lust, and anger. Up through the Middle Ages, red 
held a place of privilege in the Western world. For many cultures, 
red was not just one color of many but rather the only color worthy 
enough to be used for social purposes. In some languages, the word 
for red was the same as the word for color. The first color developed 
for painting and dying, red became associated in antiquity with war, 
wealth, and power. In the medieval period, red held both religious sig-
nificance, as the color of the blood of Christ and the fires of Hell, and 
secular meaning, as a symbol of love, glory, and beauty. Yet during 
the Protestant Reformation, red began to decline in status. viewed 
as indecent and immoral and linked to luxury and the excesses of 
the Catholic Church, red fell out of favor. After the French Revolution, 
red gained new respect as the color of progressive movements and 
radical left-wing politics.

In this beautifully illustrated book, Michel Pastoureau, the 
acclaimed author of Blue, Black, and Green, now masterfully navi-
gates centuries of symbolism and complex meanings to present the 
fascinating and sometimes controversial history of the color red. 
Pastoureau illuminates red’s evolution through a diverse selection 
of captivating images, including the cave paintings of Lascaux, 
the works of Renaissance masters, and the modern paintings and 
stained glass of Mark Rothko and Josef Albers. 

Michel pastoureau is a historian and director of studies at the École 
Pratique des Hautes Études de la Sorbonne in Paris. A specialist in 
the history of colors, symbols, and heraldry, he is the author of many 
books, including Green, Black, and Blue (all Princeton) and The Dev-
il’s Cloth: A History of Stripes. His books have been translated into 
more than thirty languages.

FEBRUARY

978-0-691-17277-4  Cloth  $39.95T
216 pages. 112 color illus. 9 x 9 1/4.
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Black: The History of a Color
Michel Pastoureau

978-0-691-13930-2  Cloth  $35.00

Green: The History of a Color
Michel Pastoureau

978-0-691-15936-2  Cloth  $35.00
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The rose, Flower of Love and Beauty

Like ancient roses, medieval roses were not pink but red or white, two 
colors that together constituted a particularly admired chromatic pairing. 
Here they are associated with spring, the favorite season. c. 1260. 

Dyers at Work

In order to dye in red, whether with madder, 
brazilwood, orcein, or kermes, the water in the 
vat had to be boiling hot, and mordants had to be 
used abundantly. Bartholomaeus Anglicus and 
Jean Corbechon, Le Livres des Propriétés des Choses, 
manuscript copied and painted in Brussels, 1482.  

red’s Theatricality

Ever since Roman antiquity red has been—even 
more than the color of the theater—the color of 
theatricality. Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, The Box 
with the Golden Mask, oil on paperboard, 1894. 

The Mystery of the red Chamber

The empty space in conjunction with the ubiquitous reds makes this 
one of the strangest and most disturbing pictures in the whole history of 
painting. The mysterious visitor has left his cane and gloves on the table; 
he lurks in the shadows, hands bare. What is about to happen? A simple 
romance? Prostitution? Incest? A blood crime? In contrast, the painting 
by Édouard vuillard reflected in the mirror above the mantle seems very 
peaceful. Félix vallaton, La Chambre Rouge, 1898. 

Image credits (top left to bottom right): Paris, Cathédral Notre-Dame, western rosace, calendar © Jean-Paul Dumontier_LaCollection_ServicePresse; vienna, 
Albertina, Graphic Arts Collection © AKG Images; Lausanne, Switzerland, Musée Cantonal des Beaux-Arts © AKG Images; London, British Library, Royal 
Manuscript 15 E. III, folio 269 © The British Library Board/Leemage.
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A brief, radical defense of human 
uniqueness from acclaimed 
philosopher Roger Scruton

“I admire Roger Scruton’s stance and I 
admire his writing. In this short book, 
he raises and discusses deeply impor- 

tant issues about the human world.”
—Simon Blackburn, author of Think: A 

Compelling Introduction to Philosophy

on Human nature

ROGER SCRUTON

In this short book, acclaimed writer and philosopher Roger Scruton 
presents an original and radical defense of human uniqueness. Con-
fronting the views of evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moralists, 
and philosophical materialists such as Richard Dawkins and Daniel 
Dennett, Scruton argues that human beings cannot be understood 
simply as biological objects. We are not only human animals; we are 
also persons, in essential relation with other persons, and bound to 
them by obligations and rights. Our world is a shared world, exhibit-
ing freedom, value, and accountability, and to understand it we must 
address other people face to face and I to I.

Scruton develops and defends his account of human nature by 
ranging widely across intellectual history, from Plato and Averroës to 
Darwin and Wittgenstein. The book begins with Kant’s suggestion 
that we are distinguished by our ability to say “I”—by our sense of 
ourselves as the centers of self-conscious reflection. This fact is mani-
fested in our emotions, interests, and relations. It is the foundation of 
the moral sense, as well as of the aesthetic and religious conceptions 
through which we shape the human world and endow it with mean-
ing. And it lies outside the scope of modern materialist philosophy, 
even though it is a natural and not a supernatural fact. Ultimately, 
Scruton offers a new way of understanding how self-consciousness 
affects the question of how we should live.

The result is a rich view of human nature that challenges some 
of today’s most fashionable ideas about our species.

roger scruton is a writer and philosopher. His many books include 
The Soul of the World and The Aesthetics of Architecture (both 
Princeton), as well as A Short History of Modern Philosophy; Fools, 
Frauds and Firebrands: Thinkers of the New Left; and The Ring of 
Truth: The Wisdom of Wagner’s “Ring of the Nibelung.” He lives in 
Wiltshire, England.

MARCH
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The Book of Greek and roman 
Folktales, Legends, and Myths

EDITED, TRANSLATED, AND INTRODUCED BY 
WILLIAM HANSEN
With illustrations by Glynnis Fawkes

Captured centaurs and satyrs, talking animals, people who suddenly 
change sex, men who give birth, the temporarily insane and the 
permanently thick-witted, delicate sensualists, incompetent seers, a 
woman who remembers too much, a man who cannot laugh—these 
are just some of the colorful characters who feature in the unfor-
gettable stories that ancient Greeks and Romans told in their daily 
lives. Together they created an incredibly rich body of popular oral 
stories that include, but range well beyond, mythology—from heroic 
legends, fairy tales, and fables to ghost stories, urban legends, 
and jokes. This unique anthology presents the largest collection of 
these tales ever assembled. Featuring nearly four hundred stories in 
authoritative and highly readable translations, this is the first book 
to offer a representative selection of the entire range of traditional 
classical storytelling.

Set mostly in the world of humans, not gods, these stories 
focus on figures such as lovers, tricksters, philosophers, merchants, 
rulers, athletes, artists, and soldiers. The narratives range from the 
well-known—for example, Cupid and Psyche, Diogenes and his 
lantern, and the tortoise and the hare—to lesser-known tales that 
deserve wider attention. Entertaining and fascinating, they offer a 
unique window into the fantasies, anxieties, humor, and passions of 
the people who told them.

Complete with beautiful illustrations by Glynnis Fawkes, a 
comprehensive introduction, notes, and more, this one-of-a-kind 
anthology will delight general readers as well as students of classics, 
fairy tales, and folklore.

William Hansen, professor emeritus of classical studies and folklore at 
Indiana University, Bloomington, is one of the world’s leading author-
ities on classical folklore. His books include Classical Mythology: A 
Guide to the Mythical World of the Greeks. He lives in Bloomington.

MARCH

978-0-691-17015-2  Cloth  $35.00T
624 pages. 26 line illus. 6 x 8.
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The first anthology ever to present 
the entire range of ancient Greek 
and Roman stories—from myths 
and fairy tales to jokes

“This is an extraordinary collection 
of tales that are remarkable for their 
diversity and how contemporary they 
seem. Indeed, these ancient Greek 
and Roman stories, ably translated 
by William Hansen, forged most of 
the modern European genres such as 
the fable, legend, novella, fairy tale, 
anecdote, joke, and children’s story. 
Hansen’s work is an invaluable source 
not only for scholars but also for 
readers of contemporary fantasy and 
fairy tales.”
—Jack Zipes, translator and editor of 
The Original Folk and Fairy Tales of the 
Brothers Grimm
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How poor countries can ignite 
economic growth

“This powerful book brings encourag-
ing news to developing countries. A 

nation does not have to be developed 
to achieve economic growth: Witness 
Israel’s cultivation of the Negev Des-

ert and Mali’s vibrant mango industry. 
History gives striking examples of 

take off into sustained growth with 
little education and not much infra-

structure either.”
—Edmund Phelps, Nobel Laureate 

in Economics

Beating the odds
Jump-Starting Developing Countries

JUSTIN YIFU LIN & CÉLESTIN MONGA

Contrary to conventional wisdom, countries that ignite a process 
of rapid economic growth almost always do so while lacking what 
experts say are the essential preconditions for development, such as 
good infrastructure and institutions. In Beating the Odds, two of the 
world’s leading development economists begin with this paradox to 
explain what is wrong with mainstream development thinking—and 
to offer a practical blueprint for moving poor countries out of the 
low-income trap regardless of their circumstances.

Justin Yifu Lin, the former chief economist of the World Bank, 
and Célestin Monga, the chief economist of the African Development 
Bank, propose a development strategy that encourages poor coun-
tries to leap directly into the global economy by building industrial 
parks and export-processing zones linked to global markets. Coun-
tries can leverage these zones to attract light manufacturing from 
more advanced economies, as East Asian countries did in the 1960s 
and China did in the 1980s. By attracting foreign investment and 
firms, poor countries can improve their trade logistics, increase the 
knowledge and skills of local entrepreneurs, gain the confidence of 
international buyers, and gradually make local firms competitive. This 
strategy is already being used with great success in vietnam, Cambo-
dia, Bangladesh, Mauritius, Ethiopia, Rwanda, and other countries. 
And the strategy need not be limited to traditional manufacturing but 
can also include agriculture, the service sector, and other activities.

Beating the Odds shows how poor countries can ignite growth 
without waiting for global action or the creation of ideal local conditions.

Justin Yifu Lin, former senior vice president and chief economist of 
the World Bank, is director of the Center for New Structural Eco-
nomics and dean of the Institute of South-South Cooperation and 
Development at Peking University. His books include The Quest 
for Prosperity: How Developing Countries Can Take Off (Princeton). 
Célestin Monga is vice president and chief economist of the African 
Development Bank and visiting professor of economics at Univer-
sity of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and Peking University. His books 
include Nihilism and Negritude: Ways of Living in Africa.

JUNE

978-0-691-17605-5  Cloth  $35.00T
392 pages. 1 halftone. 22 line illus. 19 tables. 6 x 9.
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“This is a wonderful book. Andrew Lo 
traces a journey in which he reconsid-
ers rationality in economics, moving 
from the efficient market hypothesis to 
his own Adaptive Markets Hypothesis 
through psychology, neuroscience, biol-
ogy, and studies of financial innovations 
and crises. The book presents many 
valuable findings and is also full of 
emotion—enthusiasm, joy, frustration, 
and pain. It is itself a manifestation 
of the important finding that rational 
thinking and emotion go together.”
—Nobuhiro Kiyotaki, Princeton 
University

A new, evolutionary explanation 
of markets and investor behavior

Adaptive Markets
Financial Evolution at the Speed of Thought

ANDREW W. LO

Half of all Americans have money in the stock market, yet economists 
can’t agree on whether investors and markets are rational and effi-
cient, as modern financial theory assumes, or irrational and inefficient, 
as behavioral economists believe—and as financial bubbles, crashes, 
and crises suggest. This is one of the biggest debates in economics 
and the value or futility of investment management and financial regu-
lation hang on the outcome. In this groundbreaking book, Andrew Lo 
cuts through this debate with a new framework, the Adaptive Markets 
Hypothesis, in which rationality and irrationality coexist.

Drawing on psychology, evolutionary biology, neuroscience, 
artificial intelligence, and other fields, Adaptive Markets shows that 
the theory of market efficiency isn’t wrong but merely incomplete. 
When markets are unstable, investors react instinctively, creating 
inefficiencies for others to exploit. Lo’s new paradigm explains how 
evolution shapes behavior and markets at the speed of thought—a 
fact revealed by swings between stability and crisis, profit and loss, 
and innovation and regulation.

A fascinating intellectual journey filled with compelling stories, 
Adaptive Markets starts with the origins of market efficiency and its 
failures, turns to the foundations of investor behavior, and concludes 
with practical implications—including how hedge funds have be-
come the Galápagos Islands of finance, what really happened in the 
2008 meltdown, and how we might avoid future crises. 

An ambitious new answer to fundamental questions in eco-
nomics, Adaptive Markets is essential reading for anyone who wants 
to know how markets really work.

Andrew W. Lo is the Charles E. and Susan T. Harris Professor at the 
MIT Sloan School of Management and director of the MIT Labo-
ratory for Financial Engineering. He is the author of Hedge Funds 
and the coauthor of A Non-Random Walk Down Wall Street and The 
Econometrics of Financial Markets (all Princeton). He is also the 
founder of AlphaSimplex Group, a quantitative investment manage-
ment company based in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

MAY
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How the leisure class has been 
replaced by a new elite, and how 

their consumer habits affect us all

“Just as Thorstein veblen captured 
his time with the phrase ‘conspicuous 

consumption,’ Elizabeth Currid-Halkett 
nails the contemporary rise of a subtler 

but no less materialist inconspicuous 
consumption. This book is a must-read 

for anyone who wants to understand 
modern cities or culture today.”

—Richard Florida, author of The Rise 
of the Creative Class

The sum of small Things
A Theory of the Aspirational Class

ELIZABETH CURRID-HALKETT

In today’s world, the leisure class has been replaced by a new elite. 
Highly educated and defined by cultural capital rather than income 
bracket, these individuals earnestly buy organic, carry NPR tote bags, 
and breast-feed their babies. They care about discreet, inconspicuous 
consumption—like eating free-range chicken and heirloom tomatoes, 
wearing organic cotton shirts and TOMS shoes, and listening to the 
Serial podcast. They use their purchasing power to hire nannies and 
housekeepers, to cultivate their children’s growth, and to practice 
yoga and Pilates. In The Sum of Small Things, Elizabeth Currid-Halkett 
dubs this segment of society “the Aspirational Class” and discusses 
how, through deft decisions about education, health, parenting, and 
retirement, the Aspirational Class reproduces wealth and upward 
mobility, deepening the ever-wider class divide.

Exploring the rise of the Aspirational Class, Currid-Halkett 
considers how much has changed since the 1899 publication of 
Thorstein veblen’s Theory of the Leisure Class. In that inflammatory 
classic, which coined the phrase “conspicuous consumption,” 
veblen described upper-class frivolities: men who used walking 
sticks for show and women who bought silver flatware despite the 
effectiveness of cheaper aluminum utensils. Now, Currid-Halkett 
argues, the power of material goods as symbols of social position 
has diminished due to their accessibility. As a result, the Aspirational 
Class has altered its consumer habits away from overt materialism 
to more subtle expenditures that reveal status and knowledge. And 
these transformations influence how we all make choices.  

With a rich narrative and extensive interviews and research, 
The Sum of Small Things illustrates how cultural capital leads to 
lifestyle shifts and what this forecasts, not just for the Aspirational 
Class but for everyone.

Elizabeth Currid-Halkett is the James Irvine Chair in Urban and 
Regional Planning and professor of public policy at the University 
of Southern California. She is the author of The Warhol Economy 
(Princeton) and Starstruck (Farrar, Straus and Giroux).
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On the sixtieth anniversary of the 
Dodgers’ move to Los Angeles, 
the full story of the controversial 
building of Dodger Stadium and 
how it helped transform the city

“When the Dodgers left Brooklyn, 
their troubles had just begun. Jerald 
Podair’s account of the Los Angeles 
end of the story superbly chronicles 
the fierce collisions that ensued, 
pitting private power against the 
public good. The creation of Dodger 
Stadium also created modern Los 
Angeles, which makes this book an 
indispensable contribution to the 
history of modern urban America.”
—Sean Wilentz, Princeton University

City of Dreams
Dodger Stadium and the Birth of Modern Los Angeles

JERALD PODAIR

When Walter O’Malley moved his Brooklyn Dodgers to Los Angeles 
in 1957 with plans to construct a new ballpark next to downtown, he 
ignited a bitter argument over the future of a rapidly changing city. 
For the first time, City of Dreams tells the full story of the controver-
sial building of Dodger Stadium—and how it helped create modern 
Los Angeles by transforming its downtown into a vibrant cultural 
and entertainment center.

In a vivid narrative, Jerald Podair tells how Los Angeles was 
convulsed between 1957 and 1962 over whether, where, and how 
to build Dodger Stadium. Competing civic visions clashed. Would 
Los Angeles be a decentralized, low-tax city of neighborhoods, as 
demanded by middle-class whites on its peripheries? Or would the 
baseball park be the first contribution to a revitalized downtown that 
would brand Los Angeles as a national and global city, as advocated 
by leaders in business, media, and entertainment?

O’Malley’s vision triumphed when he opened his privately 
constructed stadium on April 10, 1962—and over the past half 
century it has contributed substantially to the city’s civic and financial 
well-being. But in order to build the stadium, O’Malley received aid 
from the city to acquire publicly owned land (from which the city had 
uprooted a Mexican American community), raising sharply contested 
questions about the relationship between private profit and “public 
purpose.” Indeed, the battle over Dodger Stadium crystallized issues 
with profound implications for all American cities, and for arguments 
over the meaning of equality itself.

Filled with colorful stories, City of Dreams will fascinate anyone 
who is interested in the history of the Dodgers, baseball, Los Ange-
les, and the modern American city.

Jerald podair is professor of history and the Robert S. French 
Professor of American Studies at Lawrence University in Appleton, 
Wisconsin. He is the author of The Strike That Changed New York 
and Bayard Rustin: American Dreamer. He is a recipient of the Allan 
Nevins Prize, awarded by the Society of American Historians.
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From the New York Times 
bestselling author of Nudge and 

The World According to Star 
Wars, a revealing account of 

how today’s Internet threatens 
democracy—and what can be 

done about it

Praise for Republic.com  
and Republic.com 2.0:

“Raises important and troubling ques-
tions about the effects of the Internet 

on a democratic society.”
—Stephen Labaton, New York Times 

Book Review

“Cass Sunstein sounds a timely warning 
in this concise, sophisticated account of 

the rise of the internet culture.”
—Peter Aspden, Financial Times

#republic
Divided Democracy in the Age of Social Media

CASS R. SUNSTEIN

As the Internet grows more sophisticated, it is creating new threats 
to democracy. Social media companies such as Facebook can sort 
us ever more efficiently into groups of the like-minded, creating 
echo chambers that amplify our views. It’s no accident that on some 
occasions, people of different political views cannot even understand 
each other. It’s also no surprise that terrorist groups have been able 
to exploit social media to deadly effect.

Welcome to the age of #Republic.
In this revealing book, Cass Sunstein, the New York Times best-

selling author of Nudge and The World According to Star Wars, shows 
how today’s Internet is driving political fragmentation, polarization, 
and even extremism—and what can be done about it.

Revisiting the subject of his prescient Republic.com and Republic 
.com 2.0, Sunstein thoroughly rethinks the critical relationship between 
democracy and the Internet for the modern era. He describes how 
the Internet creates “cybercascades,” exploits “confirmation bias,” 
and assists “polarization entrepreneurs.” And he explains why online 
fragmentation endangers the shared conversations, experiences, and 
understandings that are the lifeblood of democracy.

In response, Sunstein proposes practical and legal changes 
to make the Internet friendlier to democratic deliberation. These 
changes would get us out of our information cocoons by increasing 
the frequency of unchosen, unplanned encounters and exposing us 
to people, places, things, and ideas that we would never have picked 
for our Twitter feed.

#Republic need not be an ironic term. As Sunstein shows, it 
can be a rallying cry for the kind of democracy that citizens of diverse 
societies most need.

Cass r. sunstein is the Robert Walmsley University Professor at 
Harvard Law School. His many books include the New York Times 
bestsellers Nudge: Improving Decisions about Health, Wealth, and 
Happiness (with Richard H. Thaler) and The World According to Star 
Wars. He lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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“Remarkable. Schuck covers a number 
of especially hard issues with unusual 
sophistication, care, and balance.”
—R. Shep Melnick, author of Between 
the Lines: Interpreting Welfare Rights

A unique primer on how to think 
intelligently about the thorniest 
public issues confronting us today

one nation undecided
Clear Thinking about Five Hard Issues That Divide Us

PETER H. SCHUCK

Let’s be honest, we’ve all expressed opinions about difficult hot-button 
issues without always thinking them through. With so much media 
spin, political polarization, and mistrust of institutions, it’s hard to 
know how to think about these tough challenges, much less what 
to do about them. One Nation Undecided takes on some of today’s 
thorniest issues and walks you through each one step-by-step, explain-
ing what makes it so difficult to grapple with and enabling you to think 
smartly about it.

In this unique what-to-do book, Peter Schuck tackles poverty, 
immigration, affirmative action, campaign finance, and religious 
objections to gay marriage and transgender rights. For each issue, 
he provides essential context; defines key concepts and values; 
presents the relevant empirical evidence; describes and assesses 
the programs that now seek to address it; and considers many 
plausible solutions. Schuck looks at all sides with scrupulous 
fairness while analyzing them rigorously and factually. Each chapter 
is self-contained so that readers may pick and choose among the 
issues that interest and concern them most. His objective is to 
educate rather than proselytize you—the very nature of these five 
issues is that they resist clear answers; reasonable people can 
differ about where they come out on them.

No other book provides such a comprehensive, balanced, and 
accessible analysis of these urgent social controversies. One Nation 
Undecided gives you the facts and competing values, makes your 
thinking about them more sophisticated, and encourages you to 
draw your own conclusions.

peter H. schuck is the Simeon E. Baldwin Professor Emeritus of Law 
at Yale University. His many books include Why Government Fails So 
Often (Princeton), Meditations of a Militant Moderate, Diversity in 
America, and Agent Orange on Trial. He lives in New York City.
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A wide-ranging look at the 
interplay of opera and political 

ideas through the centuries

“A tour de force. This is a lively and 
engaging account of the history of 

politics in opera, written with precision 
and grace. vividly rendered, sweeping in 

scope, and a pleasure to read, Cohen’s 
book is an astonishing achievement.”

—Julie Otsuka, author of The Buddha 
in the Attic

The politics of opera
A History from Monteverdi to Mozart

MITCHELL COHEN

The Politics of Opera takes readers on a fascinating journey into the 
entwined development of opera and politics, from the Renaissance 
through the turn of the nineteenth century. What political back-
drops have shaped opera? How has opera conveyed the political 
ideas of its times? Delving into European history and thought and 
an array of music by such greats as Lully, Rameau, and Mozart, 
Mitchell Cohen reveals how politics—through story lines, symbols, 
harmonies, and musical motifs—has played an operatic role both 
robust and sotto voce.

Cohen begins with opera’s emergence under Medici absolutism 
in Florence during the late Renaissance—where debates by human-
ists, including Galileo’s father, led to the first operas in the late six-
teenth century. Taking readers to Mantua and venice, where composer 
Claudio Monteverdi flourished, Cohen examines how early operatic 
works like Orfeo used mythology to reflect on governance and policy 
issues of the day, such as state jurisdictions and immigration. Cohen 
explores France in the ages of Louis xIv and the Enlightenment and 
vienna before and during the French Revolution, where the deceptive 
lightness of Mozart’s masterpieces touched on the havoc of misrule 
and hidden abuses of power. Cohen also looks at smaller works, 
including a one-act opera written and composed by philosopher 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Essential characters, ancient and modern, 
make appearances throughout: Nero, Seneca, Machiavelli, Mazarin, 
Fenelon, Metastasio, Beaumarchais, da Ponte, and many more. 

An engrossing book that will interest all who love opera and 
are intrigued by politics, The Politics of Opera offers a compelling 
investigation into the intersections of music and the state.

Mitchell Cohen is professor of political science at Baruch College 
and the Graduate Center of the City University of New York and edi-
tor emeritus of Dissent magazine. His books include Zion and State 
and The Wager of Lucien Goldmann (Princeton). His writing has 
appeared in such publications as the New York Times and the Times 
Literary Supplement. He lives in New York City.   
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Why our workplaces are 
authoritarian private 
governments—and why  
we can’t see it

“The extent of the arbitrary authority of 
owners and managers over employees 
is surprisingly understudied by 
political thinkers, given how much 
time we spend at work and how 
little in the polling booth. Elizabeth 
Anderson provides a much-needed, 
important, and compelling account 
of this overlooked subject. Private 
Government deserves to be widely read 
and discussed.”
—Alan Ryan, professor emeritus, 
University of Oxford

private Government
How Employers Rule Our Lives 
(and Why We Don’t Talk about It) 

ELIZABETH ANDERSON

One in four American workers says their workplace is a “dictator-
ship.” Yet that number probably would be even higher if we recog-
nized most employers for what they are—private governments with 
sweeping authoritarian power over our lives, on duty and off. We 
normally think of government as something only the state does, yet 
many of us are governed far more—and far more obtrusively—by 
the private government of the workplace. In this provocative and 
compelling book, Elizabeth Anderson argues that the failure to see 
this stems from long-standing confusions. These confusions explain 
why, despite all evidence to the contrary, we still talk as if free mar-
kets make workers free—and why so many employers advocate less 
government even while they act as dictators in their businesses.

In many workplaces, employers minutely regulate workers’ 
speech, clothing, and manners, leaving them with little privacy 
and few other rights. And employers often extend their authority to 
workers’ off-duty lives. Workers can be fired for their political speech, 
recreational activities, diet, and almost anything else employers care 
to govern. Yet we continue to talk as if early advocates of market 
society—from John Locke and Adam Smith to Thomas Paine and 
Abraham Lincoln—were right when they argued that self-employment 
would free workers from oppressive authorities. That dream was shat-
tered by the Industrial Revolution, but the myth endures.

Private Government offers a better way to talk about the work-
place, opening up space for discovering how workers can enjoy real 
freedom.

Based on the prestigious Tanner Lectures, Private Government is 
edited and introduced by Stephen Macedo and includes commentary 
by David Bromwich, Tyler Cowen, Ann Hughes, and Niko Kolodny.

Elizabeth Anderson is the Arthur F. Thurnau Professor and John 
Dewey Distinguished University Professor of Philosophy and Wom-
en’s Studies at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
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The first history of Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s exhibitions of his own 

work—a practice central to 
his career

“Meticulously researched and well 
written. This book will be a foundation 

for future scholarship.”
—Richard Cleary, author of Merchant 

Prince and Master Builder: Edgar J. 
Kaufmann and Frank Lloyd Wright

Wright on Exhibit
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Architectural Exhibitions

KATHRYN SMITH

Between 1894 and his death in 1959, Frank Lloyd Wright organized 
more than one hundred exhibitions of his own work. For Wright, 
exhibitions were as crucial to his self-presentation as his exten-
sive writings. He used exhibitions to promote his designs, appeal 
to new viewers, and persuade his detractors. Wright on Exhibit 
presents the first history of this neglected aspect of the architect’s 
influential career.

Drawing extensively from Wright’s unpublished corre-
spondence, Kathryn Smith challenges the preconceived notion 
of Wright as a self-promoter who displayed his work in search of 
money, clients, and fame. She shows how he was an artist-architect 
projecting an avant-garde program, an innovator who expanded 
the palette of installation design as technology evolved, and a 
social activist driven to revolutionize society through design. While 
Wright’s earliest exhibitions were largely for other architects, by 
the 1930s he was creating public installations intended to inspire 
debate and change public perceptions about architecture. The 
nature of his exhibitions expanded with the times beyond models, 
drawings, and photographs to include more immersive tools such 
as slides, film, and even a full-scale structure built especially for his 
1953 retrospective at the Guggenheim Museum. Placing Wright’s 
exhibitions side by side with his writings, Smith shows how integral 
these exhibitions were to his vision and sheds light on the broader 
discourse concerning architecture and modernism during the first 
half of the twentieth century.

Wright on Exhibit features color renderings, photos, and 
plans, as well as a checklist of exhibitions and an illustrated cata-
log of extant and lost models made under Wright’s supervision.

Kathryn smith is an architectural historian who specializes in 
Frank Lloyd Wright. Her books include Frank Lloyd Wright: Amer-
ican Master; Frank Lloyd Wright, Hollyhock House, and Olive Hill: 
Buildings and Projects for Aline Barnsdall; and Schindler House. She 
lives in Santa Monica, California.
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Face and Mask
A Double History

HANS BELTING

This fascinating book presents the first cultural history and anthro-
pology of the face across centuries, continents, and media. Ranging 
from funerary masks and masks in drama to the figural work of 
contemporary artists including Cindy Sherman and Nam June Paik, 
renowned art historian Hans Belting emphasizes that while the face 
plays a critical role in human communication, it defies attempts at 
visual representation.

Belting divides his book into three parts: faces as masks of the 
self, portraiture as a constantly evolving mask in Western culture, 
and the fate of the face in the age of mass media. Referencing a vast 
array of sources, Belting’s insights draw on art history, philosophy, 
theories of visual culture, and cognitive science. He demonstrates that 
Western efforts to portray the face have repeatedly failed, even with 
the developments of new media such as photography and film, which 
promise ever-greater degrees of verisimilitude. In spite of sitting at the 
heart of human expression, the face resists possession, and creative 
endeavors to capture it inevitably result in masks—hollow signifiers of 
the humanity they’re meant to embody.

From creations by van Eyck and August Sander to works by 
Francis Bacon, Ingmar Bergman, and Chuck Close, Face and Mask 
takes a remarkable look at how, through the centuries, the physical 
visage has inspired and evaded artistic interpretation.

Hans Belting has held chairs in art history at the universities of Hei-
delberg and Munich and has been a visiting professor at Harvard, 
Columbia, and Northwestern. He also cofounded and taught at the 
School for New Media in Karlsruhe, Germany. His many books in-
clude An Anthropology of Images (Princeton), Florence and Baghdad: 
Renaissance Art and Arab Science, Looking through Duchamp’s Door, 
The Invisible Masterpiece, and Art History after Modernism.
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A cultural history of the face 
in Western art, ranging from 
portraiture in painting and 
photography to film, theater,  
and mass media

“vertiginously wide-ranging and 
endlessly thought-provoking, Face and 
Mask represents a decade of work by 
arguably Germany’s most internation-
ally recognized art historian and media 
theorist. A book that will have a major 
impact, it will be read by art histori-
ans of course, but will also appeal to 
scholars in many other disciplines 
and general readers interested in its 
many subjects, including ancient art, 
European paintings, icons, death 
masks, photography, mug shots, film, 
and theater.”
—Elizabeth Otto, University of Buffalo
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on Empson

MICHAEL WOOD

Are literary critics writers? As Michael Wood says, “Not all critics 
are writers—perhaps most of them are not—and some of them are 
better when they don’t try to be.” The British critic and poet William 
Empson (1906–84), one of the most important and influential critics 
of the twentieth century, was an exception—a critic who was not only 
a writer but also a great one. In this brief book, Wood, himself one of 
the most gifted writers among contemporary critics, explores Emp-
son as a writer, a distinguished poet whose criticism is a brilliant 
literary performance—and proof that the act of reading can be an 
unforgettable adventure. 

Drawing out the singularity and strength of Empson’s writing, 
including its unfailing wit, Wood traces the connections between 
Empson’s poetry and criticism from his first and best-known critical 
works, Seven Types of Ambiguity and Some Versions of Pastoral, 
to later books such as Milton’s God and The Structure of Complex 
Words. Wood shows why this pioneer of close reading was both 
more and less than the inventor of New Criticism—more because 
he was the greatest English critic since Coleridge, and didn’t belong 
to any school; and less because he had severe differences with many 
contemporary critics, especially those who dismissed the importance 
of an author’s intentions.

Beautifully written and rich with insight, On Empson is an 
elegant introduction to a unique writer for whom literature was a 
nonstop form of living.

Michael Wood is professor emeritus of comparative literature at 
Princeton University and the author of many books, including Yeats 
and Violence, Alfred Hitchcock: The Man Who Knew Too Much, and 
The Magician’s Doubts: Nabokov and the Risks of Fiction (Princeton). 
He is a regular contributor to the New York Review of Books and the 
London Review of Books. He lives in Princeton.
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From one of today’s most 
distinguished critics, a beautifully 

written exploration of one of 
the twentieth century’s most 

important literary critics

“On Empson is a work of learning, 
reflection, grace, and wit. It will be the 

go-to volume for anyone who wants 
to get a sense of William Empson’s 
career and why it matters. Michael 

Wood celebrates Empson as a writer 
and a thinker, deftly showing how 

his prose and poetry join in a single 
enterprise. Those coming new to the 

work will find this an invaluable guide; 
and already confirmed admirers will 

delight in Wood’s deft and subtle 
account of one of the great literary 

figures of the modern period.”
—Seamus Perry, University of Oxford
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A diverse new anthology that 
traces the meaning and magic 
of the sorcerer’s apprentice tale 
throughout history 

“Jack Zipes has always been a kind 
of sorcerer himself, skilled in discov-
ering, transforming, translating, and 
understanding the old tales of magic 
that appear in different but similar 
forms all over the world. This is a 
wonderful collection.”
—Alison Lurie, author of Don’t Tell the 
Grown-Ups: The Subversive Power of 
Children’s Literature

The sorcerer’s Apprentice
An Anthology of Magical Tales

EDITED BY JACK ZIPES
Illustrated by Natalie Frank

“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” might conjure up images of Mickey 
Mouse from the Disney film Fantasia, or of Harry Potter. As this 
anthology reveals, however, “sorcerer’s apprentice” tales—in which 
a young person rebels against, or complies with, an authority who 
holds the keys to magical powers—have been told through the 
centuries, in many languages and cultures, from classical times to 
today. This unique and beautifully illustrated book brings together 
more than seventy sorcerer’s apprentice stories by a plethora of 
writers, including Ovid, Sir Walter Scott, and the Brothers Grimm. 
From Goethe’s “The Pupil in Magic” to A. K. Ramanujan’s “The Guru 
and His Disciple,” this expansive collection presents variations of a 
classic passed down through countries and eras.

Readers enter worlds where household objects are brought to 
life and shape-shifting occurs from human to animal and back again. 
We meet two types of apprentice: “The Humiliated Apprentice,” a 
foolish bumbler who wields magic ineffectively and promotes obe-
dience to authority; and “The Rebellious Apprentice” who, through 
ambition and transformative skills, promotes empowerment and 
self-awareness. In an extensive introduction, esteemed fairy-tale 
scholar Jack Zipes discusses the significance and meaning of the 
apprentice stories, the contradictions in popular retellings, and the 
importance of magic as a tool of resistance against figures who abuse 
their authority. Twenty specially commissioned black-and-white illus-
trations by noted artist Natalie Frank bring the stories to visual life.

The Sorcerer’s Apprentice enlightens and entertains readers 
with enduring, spellbinding tales of sorcery that have been with us 
through the ages.

Jack Zipes is the editor and translator of The Original Folk and Fairy 
Tales of the Brothers Grimm (Princeton) and the editor of The Great 
Fairy Tale Tradition (Norton). natalie Frank is an American artist 
based in New York City. Her work is held in multiple museum collec-
tions, including the Whitney Museum of American Art.
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What teeth can teach us about the 
evolution of the human species

“This impressive book serves as a 
window into human history through the 

lens of teeth and diet. Ungar’s seam-
less narrative brings bits of bone and 

teeth to life, and does so against a vivid 
backdrop in which paleoanthropolo-

gists arrive at their conclusions about 
why, how, and what we eat. This book is 
a pleasure to read—Ungar has that rare 

gift of engaging us through personal 
insight while simultaneously explaining 

complex scientific principles.”
—Joanna E. Lambert, University 

of Colorado, Boulder

Evolution’s Bite
A Story of Teeth, Diet, and Human Origins

PETER S. UNGAR

Whether we realize it or not, we carry in our mouths the legacy of 
our evolution. Our teeth are like living fossils that can be studied 
and compared to those of our ancestors to teach us how we became 
human. In Evolution’s Bite, noted paleoanthropologist Peter Ungar 
brings together for the first time cutting-edge advances in under-
standing human evolution and climate change with new approaches 
to uncovering dietary clues from fossil teeth to present a remarkable 
investigation into the ways that teeth—their shape, chemistry, and 
wear—reveal how we came to be. 

Ungar describes how a tooth’s “foodprints”—distinctive 
patterns of microscopic wear and tear—provide telltale details about 
what an animal actually ate in the past. These clues, combined with 
groundbreaking research in paleoclimatology, demonstrate how a 
changing climate altered the food options available to our ancestors, 
what Ungar calls the biospheric buffet. When diets change, species 
change, and Ungar traces how diet and an unpredictable climate 
determined who among our ancestors was winnowed out and who 
survived, as well as why we transitioned from the role of forager 
to farmer. By sifting through the evidence—and the scars on our 
teeth—Ungar makes the important case for what might or might not 
be the most natural diet for humans.

Traveling the four corners of the globe and combining scien-
tific breakthroughs with vivid narrative, Evolution’s Bite presents a 
unique dental perspective on our astonishing human development.

peter s. ungar is Distinguished Professor and director of the Envi-
ronmental Dynamics Program at the University of Arkansas. He is 
the author of Teeth: A Very Short Introduction and Mammal Teeth: 
Origin, Evolution, and Diversity and the editor of Evolution of the Hu-
man Diet: The Known, the Unknown, and the Unknowable. He lives in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas.
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The fascinating and complex 
evolutionary relationship of 
the monarch butterfly and the 
milkweed plant

“Monarch butterflies are a familiar 
sight, but they have a hidden life of 
astonishing, beautiful complexity. 
In Monarchs and Milkweed, Anurag 
Agrawal offers an unprecedented tour 
of the lives of these insects, based 
on cutting-edge research into their 
evolution.”
—Carl Zimmer, coauthor of Evolution: 
Making Sense of Life

Monarchs and Milkweed
A Migrating Butterfly, a Poisonous Plant, and 
Their Remarkable Story of Coevolution

ANURAG AGRAWAL 

Monarch butterflies are one of nature’s most recognizable creatures, 
known for their bright colors and epic annual migration from the 
United States and Canada to Mexico. Yet there is much more to the 
monarch than its distinctive presence and mythic journeying. In 
Monarchs and Milkweed, Anurag Agrawal presents a vivid investiga-
tion into how the monarch butterfly has evolved closely alongside 
the milkweed—a toxic plant named for the sticky white substance 
emitted when its leaves are damaged—and how this inextricable and 
intimate relationship has been like an arms race over the millennia, a 
battle of exploitation and defense between two fascinating species.

The monarch life cycle begins each spring when it deposits 
eggs on milkweed leaves. But this dependency of monarchs on 
milkweeds as food is not reciprocated, and milkweeds do all they can 
to poison or thwart the young monarchs. Agrawal delves into major 
scientific discoveries, including his own pioneering research, and 
traces how plant poisons have not only shaped monarch-milkweed 
interactions but have also been culturally important for centuries. 
Agrawal presents current ideas regarding the recent decline in mon-
arch populations, including habitat destruction, increased winter 
storms, and lack of milkweed—the last one a theory that the author 
rejects. He evaluates the current sustainability of monarchs and 
reveals a novel explanation for their plummeting numbers.

Lavishly illustrated with more than eighty color photos and 
images, Monarchs and Milkweed takes readers on an unforgettable 
exploration of one of nature’s most important and sophisticated 
evolutionary relationships.

Anurag Agrawal is a professor in the Department of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology and the Department of Entomology at Cornell 
University. He lives in Ithaca, New York.
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A bold new literary history that 
says women’s writing is defined 

less by domestic concerns than by 
an engagement with public life

“An ambitious and engaging literary 
history, At Home in the World paints an 
exhilarating panorama of British, Amer-

ican, and postcolonial women writers’ 
interventions in public debates on an 

array of important issues. With its clear, 
lively style, this magisterial account will 

be welcomed by scholars, critics, and 
discerning readers of writers from Jane 

Austen to Edwidge Danticat.”
—Christine Froula, Northwestern 

University

At Home in the World
Women Writers and Public Life, from Austen to the Present

MARIA DiBATTISTA & DEBORAH EPSTEIN NORD 

In a bold and sweeping reevaluation of the past two centuries of 
women’s writing, At Home in the World argues that this body of 
work has been defined less by domestic concerns than by an active 
engagement with the most pressing issues of public life: from class 
and religious divisions, slavery, warfare, and labor unrest to democ-
racy, tyranny, globalism, and the clash of cultures. In this new literary 
history, Maria DiBattista and Deborah Epstein Nord contend that 
even the most seemingly traditional works by British, American, and 
other English-language women writers redefine the domestic sphere 
in ways that incorporate the concerns of public life, allowing charac-
ters and authors alike to forge new, emancipatory narratives.

The book explores works by a wide range of writers, including 
canonical figures such as Jane Austen, Charlotte Brontë, George 
Eliot, Harriet Jacobs, Edith Wharton, virginia Woolf, Willa Cather, 
Gertrude Stein, and Toni Morrison; neglected or marginalized writers 
like Mary Antin, Tess Slesinger, and Martha Gellhorn; and recent 
and contemporary figures, including Nadine Gordimer, Anita Desai, 
Edwidge Danticat, and Jhumpa Lahiri. DiBattista and Nord show 
how these writers dramatize tensions between home and the wider 
world through recurrent themes of sailing forth, escape, explora-
tion, dissent, and emigration. Throughout, the book uncovers the 
undervalued public concerns of women writers who ventured into 
ever-wider geographical, cultural, and political territories, forging 
new definitions of what it means to create a home in the world.

The result is an enlightening reinterpretation of women’s writ-
ing from the early nineteenth century to the present day.

Maria DiBattista is the Charles Barnwell Straut Class of 1923 Professor 
of English at Princeton University. Her books include Novel Characters 
and Imagining Virginia Woolf (Princeton). Deborah Epstein nord is 
the Woodrow Wilson Professor of Literature at Princeton. Her books 
include Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807–1930 and Walking the 
Victorian Streets.
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Kierkegaard’s Muse
The Mystery of Regine Olsen

JOAKIM GARFF

Kierkegaard’s Muse, the first biography of Regine Olsen (1822–1904), 
the literary inspiration and one-time fiancée of Danish philosopher 
Søren Kierkegaard, is a moving portrait of a long romantic fever 
that had momentous literary consequences. Drawing on more than 
one hundred previously unknown letters by Regine that acclaimed 
Kierkegaard biographer Joakim Garff discovered by chance, the book 
tells the story of Kierkegaard and Regine’s mysterious relationship 
more fully and vividly than ever before, shedding new light on her 
influence on his life and writings.

Like Dante’s Beatrice, Regine is one of the great muses of 
literary history. Kierkegaard proposed to her in 1840, but broke off 
the engagement a year later. After their break, they saw each other 
strikingly often, inside dimly lit churches, on the streets of Copen-
hagen, and on the paths along the old city ramparts, passing by 
without uttering a word.

Despite or because of their separation in life, Kierkegaard made 
Regine his literary life companion, “that single individual” to whom he 
dedicated all his works. Garff shows how Regine became a poetic pres-
ence in the frequent erotic conflicts found throughout Kierkegaard’s 
writings, from the famous “Seducer’s Diary” account of their relation-
ship to diary entries made shortly before his death in 1855. In turn, 
Regine remained preoccupied with Kierkegaard until her own death 
almost fifty years later, and her newly discovered letters, written to her 
sister Cornelia, reveal for the first time a woman of flesh and blood.

A psychologically acute narrative that is as gripping as a novel, 
Kierkegaard’s Muse is an unforgettable account of a wild, strange, and 
poignant romance that made an indelible mark on literary history.

Joakim Garff is the author of the acclaimed Søren Kierkegaard: A Biog-
raphy (Princeton), which has been translated into many languages. He 
is associate professor at the Søren Kierkegaard Research Centre at the 
University of Copenhagen and coeditor of a project to publish defini-
tive new Danish-language editions of all of Kierkegaard’s writings. He 
lives in Copenhagen.
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The first biography of Kierkegaard’s 
literary muse and one-time fiancée, 
from the author of the definitive 
biography of the philosopher

Praise for the Danish edition:

“The book is a moving, penetrating 
insight into one of the greatest and 
most perplexing love stories in literary 
history, written with the same scholarly 
vigilance and imaginative affection 
that made Garff’s biography of Kierke-
gaard such a monumental achieve-
ment. Garff’s new book is the first to 
render its particular kind of attention 
to Regine, and it goes further than any 
previous attempt to explore and under-
stand the relationship between Regine 
and Kierkegaard.”
—Morten Høi Jensen, Los Angeles 
Review of Books
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The untold story of how the 
Arabic Qur’an became the 

English Koran

“This is an excellent book—and with 
recent interest in the Qur’an both 
positive and negative, the time is 

right for it.”
—Amir Hussain, coeditor of A Concise 

Introduction to World Religions

The Koran in English
A Biography

BRUCE B. LAWRENCE

For millions of Muslims, the Qur’an is sacred only in Arabic, the 
original Arabic in which it was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad in 
the seventh century; to many Arab and non-Arab believers alike, the 
book literally defies translation. Yet English translations exist and are 
growing, in both number and importance. Bruce Lawrence tells the 
remarkable story of the ongoing struggle to render the Qur’an’s lyrical 
verses into English—and to make English itself an Islamic language.

The “Koran” in English revisits the life of Muhammad and the 
origins of the Qur’an before recounting the first translation of the 
book into Latin by a non-Muslim: Robert of Ketton’s twelfth-century 
version paved the way for later ones in German and French, but it was 
not until the eighteenth century that George Sale’s influential English 
version appeared. Lawrence explains how many of these early trans-
lations, while part of a Christian agenda to “know the enemy,” often 
revealed grudging respect for their Abrahamic rival. British expansion 
in the modern era produced an anomaly: fresh English translations—
from the original Arabic—not by Arabs or non-Muslims but by South 
Asian Muslim scholars.

The first book to explore the complexities of this translation 
saga, The “Koran” in English also looks at cyber Korans, versions by 
feminist translators, and now a graphic Koran, the American Qur’an 
created by the acclaimed visual artist Sandow Birk.

Bruce B. Lawrence is the Nancy and Jeffrey Marcus Humanities 
Professor Emeritus of Religion at Duke University. His many books 
include Who Is Allah?, New Faiths, Old Fears: Muslims and Other Asian 
Immigrants in American Religious Life, and Shattering the Myth: Islam 
beyond Violence (Princeton). He lives in Hillsborough, North Carolina.
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A unique history of the Hebrew 
language from biblical times to 
the modern Jewish state

“Superb. The Story of Hebrew is a 
wonderful book—elegantly written, 
meticulously researched, and exciting 
to read. A magnificent study.”
—Curt Leviant, author of the novels 
King of Yiddish and Kafka’s Son

The story of Hebrew

LEWIS GLINERT

This book explores the extraordinary hold that Hebrew has had on 
Jews and Christians, who have invested it with a symbolic power far 
beyond that of any other language in history. Preserved by the Jews 
across two millennia, Hebrew endured long after it ceased to be a 
mother tongue, resulting in one of the most intense textual cultures 
ever known. It was a bridge to Greek and Arab science. It unlocked 
the biblical sources for Jerome and the Reformation. Kabbalists and 
humanists sought philosophical truth in it, and Colonial Americans 
used it to shape their own Israelite political identity. Today, it is the 
first language of millions of Israelis.

The Story of Hebrew takes readers from the opening verses of 
Genesis—which seemingly describe the creation of Hebrew itself—
to the reincarnation of Hebrew as the everyday language of the Jew-
ish state. Lewis Glinert explains the uses and meanings of Hebrew 
in ancient Israel and its role as a medium for wisdom and prayer. He 
describes the early rabbis’ preservation of Hebrew following the Bab-
ylonian exile, the challenges posed by Arabic, and the prolific use of 
Hebrew in Diaspora art, spirituality, and science. Glinert looks at the 
conflicted relationship Christians had with Hebrew from the Renais-
sance to the Counter-Reformation, the language’s fatal rivalry with 
Yiddish, the dreamers and schemers that made modern Hebrew a 
reality, and how a lost pre-Holocaust textual ethos is being renewed 
today by Orthodox Jews.

A major work of scholarship, The Story of Hebrew is an unforget-
table account of what one language has meant to those possessing it.

Lewis Glinert is Professor of Hebrew Studies at Dartmouth College, 
where he is also affiliated with the Program in Linguistics. His books 
include The Grammar of Modern Hebrew and The Joys of Hebrew.
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A mathematical tour of some 
of the greatest unsolved  

ciphers of all time

“Exceptional. Not only are these 
ciphers fascinating individually, but 
together they provide a comprehen-

sive picture of the different methods 
and types of encryption, which Bauer 

explains and guides readers through in 
turn. I thoroughly enjoyed this book.”

—Todd S. Sauter, National 
Cryptologic Museum

unsolved!
The History and Mystery of the World’s Greatest Ciphers  
from Ancient Egypt to Online Secret Societies

CRAIG BAUER

In 1953, a man was found dead from cyanide poisoning near the 
Philadelphia airport with a picture of a Nazi aircraft in his wallet. 
Taped to his abdomen was an enciphered message. In 1912, a book 
dealer named Wilfrid voynich came into possession of an illumi-
nated cipher manuscript once belonging to Emperor Rudolf II, who 
was obsessed with alchemy and the occult. Wartime codebreakers 
tried—and failed—to unlock the book’s secrets, and it remains an 
enigma to this day. In this lively and entertaining book, Craig Bauer 
examines these and other vexing ciphers yet to be cracked. Some 
may reveal the identity of a spy or serial killer, provide the location 
of buried treasure, or expose a secret society—while others may be 
elaborate hoaxes.

Unsolved! begins by explaining the basics of cryptology, and 
then explores the history behind an array of unsolved ciphers. It 
looks at ancient ciphers, ciphers created by artists and compos-
ers, ciphers left by killers and victims, Cold War ciphers, and many 
others. Some are infamous, like the ciphers in the Zodiac letters, 
while others were created purely as intellectual challenges by figures 
such as Nobel Prize–winning physicist Richard P. Feynman. Bauer 
lays out the evidence surrounding each cipher, describes the efforts 
of geniuses and eccentrics—in some cases both—to decipher it, 
and invites readers to try their hand at puzzles that have stymied so 
many others.

Unsolved! takes readers from the ancient world to the digital 
age, providing an amazing tour of many of history’s greatest 
unsolved ciphers.

Craig Bauer is associate professor of mathematics at York College 
of Pennsylvania. He is editor in chief of the journal Cryptologia, has 
served as a scholar in residence at the NSA’s Center for Cryptologic 
History, and is the author of Secret History: The Story of Cryptology. 
He lives in York, Pennsylvania.
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A compelling firsthand account 
of Devlin’s ten-year quest to tell 
Fibonacci’s story

“Lovers of history, travel, and math-
ematics alike will relish this journey 
through time to ancient worlds, as 
master expositor Keith Devlin navi-
gates Italy to uncover the beginnings 
of modern math. Fascinating!”
—Danica McKellar, New York Times 
bestselling author of Math Doesn’t Suck

Finding Fibonacci
The Quest to Rediscover the Forgotten Mathematical Genius 
Who Changed the World

KEITH DEvLIN

In 2000, Keith Devlin set out to research the life and legacy of the 
medieval mathematician Leonardo of Pisa, popularly known as Fibo-
nacci, whose book Liber abbaci has quite literally affected the lives of 
everyone alive today. Although he is most famous for the Fibonacci 
numbers—which, it so happens, he didn’t invent—Fibonacci’s greatest 
contribution was as an expositor of mathematical ideas at a level 
ordinary people could understand. In 1202, Liber abbaci—the “Book of 
Calculation”—introduced modern arithmetic to the Western world. Yet 
Fibonacci was long forgotten after his death, and it was not until the 
1960s that his true achievements were finally recognized.

Finding Fibonacci is Devlin’s compelling firsthand account of 
his ten-year quest to tell Fibonacci’s story. Devlin, a math expositor 
himself, kept a diary of the undertaking, which he draws on here to 
describe the project’s highs and lows, its false starts and disappoint-
ments, the tragedies and unexpected turns, some hilarious episodes, 
and the occasional lucky breaks. You will also meet the unique 
individuals Devlin met along the way, people who, each for their own 
reasons, became fascinated by Fibonacci, from the Yale professor 
who traced modern finance back to Fibonacci to the Italian historian 
who made the crucial archival discovery that brought together all the 
threads of Fibonacci’s astonishing story.

Fibonacci helped to revive the West as the cradle of science, 
technology, and commerce, yet he vanished from the pages of history. 
This is Devlin’s search to find him.

Keith Devlin is a mathematician at Stanford University and cofounder 
and president of BrainQuake, an educational technology company that 
creates mathematics learning video games. His many books include 
The Unfinished Game: Pascal, Fermat, and the Seventeenth-Century 
Letter That Made the World Modern. He is “the Math Guy” on National 
Public Radio. He lives in Palo Alto, California.
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understanding the Digital World
What You Need to Know about Computers, the Internet, 
Privacy, and Security

BRIAN W. KERNIGHAN

Computers are everywhere. Some of them are highly visible, in lap-
tops, tablets, cell phones, and smart watches. But most are invisible, 
like those in appliances, cars, medical equipment, transportation 
systems, power grids, and weapons. We never see the myriad com-
puters that quietly collect, share, and sometimes leak vast amounts 
of personal data about us. Through computers, governments and 
companies monitor more and more of what we do. Social networks 
and advertisers know far more about us than we should be com-
fortable with, using information we freely give them. Criminals have 
all-too-easy access to our data. Do we truly understand the power of 
computers in our world?

Understanding the Digital World explains how computer 
hardware, software, networks, and systems work. Topics include how 
computers are built and how they compute; what programming is 
and why it is difficult; how the Internet and the web operate; and how 
all of these affect our security, privacy, property, and other important 
social, political, and economic issues. This book also touches on 
fundamental ideas from computer science and some of the inherent 
limitations of computers. It includes numerous color illustrations, 
notes on sources for further exploration, and a glossary to explain 
technical terms and buzzwords.

Understanding the Digital World is a must-read for all who 
want to know more about computers and communications. It 
explains, precisely and carefully, not only how they operate but also 
how they influence our daily lives, in terms anyone can understand, 
no matter what their experience and knowledge of technology.

Brian W. Kernighan is a professor in the Department of Computer 
Science at Princeton University. He is the coauthor of ten other 
books, including the computing classic The C Programming Lan-
guage (Prentice Hall). He lives in Princeton, New Jersey.
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The basics of how computer 
hardware, software, and systems 

work, and the risks they create for 
our privacy and security

“This is the clearest and simplest 
explanation of the world we now all 

depend on—how it works and why it 
does what it does—from one of our 
best-known inventors. Everyone on 

Earth needs to read it.”
—Eric Schmidt, executive chairman of 

Alphabet Inc. and Google
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How math holds the keys to 
improving one’s health, wealth, 
and love life

“I absolutely love this book. The math-
ematics described is beautiful and 
accessible and, most important of all, 
truly meaningful and relevant.”
—James Tanton, author of Without 
Words: Mathematical Puzzles to 
Confound and Delight

The Calculus of Happiness 
How a Mathematical Approach to Life Adds Up to Health, 
Wealth, and Love

OSCAR E. FERNANDEZ

What’s the best diet for overall health and weight management? 
How can we change our finances to retire earlier? How can we maxi-
mize our chances of finding our soul mate? 

In The Calculus of Happiness, Oscar Fernandez shows us that 
math yields powerful insights into health, wealth, and love. Using 
only high-school-level math (precalculus with a dash of calculus), 
Fernandez guides us through several of the surprising results, 
including an easy rule of thumb for choosing foods that lower our 
risk for developing diabetes (and that help us lose weight too), 
simple “all-weather” investment portfolios with great returns, and 
math-backed strategies for retiring earlier and finding our soul mate. 
Moreover, the important formulas are linked to a dozen free online 
interactive calculators on Fernandez’s website, allowing one to per-
sonalize the equations. 

Fernandez uses everyday experiences—such as visiting a cof-
fee shop—to provide context for his mathematical insights, making 
the math discussed more accessible, real-world, and relevant to our 
daily lives. Every chapter ends with a summary of essential lessons 
and takeaways, and for advanced math fans, Fernandez includes the 
mathematical derivations in the appendices.

A nutrition, personal finance, and relationship how-to guide 
all in one, The Calculus of Happiness invites you to discover how 
empowering mathematics can be. 

oscar E. Fernandez is assistant professor of mathematics at Wellesley 
College and the author of Everyday Calculus: Discovering the Hidden 
Math All around Us (see page 86). He also writes about mathematics 
for the Huffington Post and on his website, surroundedbymath.com.
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The year’s finest mathematics 
writing from around the world

Praise for previous editions:

“A volume of unexpectedly fascinating 
mathematical research, musings, and 
studies that explore subjects from art 
to medicine. . . . [R]eaders from many 

disciplines will find much to pique 
their interest.”

—Publishers Weekly

“Entertaining and informative.”
—Ian D. Gordon, Library Journal

The Best Writing on Mathematics 
2016 

EDITED BY MIRCEA PITICI

This annual anthology brings together the year’s finest mathemat-
ics writing from around the world. Featuring promising new voices 
alongside some of the foremost names in the field, The Best Writing 
on Mathematics 2016 makes available to a wide audience many 
articles not easily found anywhere else—and you don’t need to be 
a mathematician to enjoy them. These writings offer surprising 
insights into the nature, meaning, and practice of mathematics 
today. They delve into the history, philosophy, teaching, and everyday 
occurrences of math, and take readers behind the scenes of today’s 
hottest mathematical debates. 

Here Burkard Polster shows how to invent your own variants 
of the Spot It! card game, Steven Strogatz presents young Albert 
Einstein’s proof of the Pythagorean Theorem, Joseph Dauben and 
Marjorie Senechal find a treasure trove of math in New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and Andrew Gelman explains why 
much scientific research based on statistical testing is spurious. In 
other essays, Brian Greene discusses the evolving assumptions of 
the physicists who developed the mathematical underpinnings of 
string theory, Jorge Almeida examines the misperceptions of people 
who attempt to predict lottery results, and Ian Stewart offers advice 
to authors who aspire to write successful math books for general 
readers. And there’s much, much more.

In addition to presenting the year’s most memorable writings 
on mathematics, this must-have anthology includes a bibliography 
of other notable writings and an introduction by the editor, Mircea 
Pitici. This book belongs on the shelf of anyone interested in where 
math has taken us—and where it is headed.

Mircea pitici holds a PhD in mathematics education from Cor-
nell University and is working on a master’s degree in library and 
information science at Syracuse University. He has edited The Best 
Writing on Mathematics since 2010.
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power-up
Unlocking the Hidden Mathematics in video Games

MATTHEW LANE

Did you know that every time you pick up the controller to your 
PlayStation or xbox, you are entering a game world steeped in 
mathematics? Power-Up reveals the hidden mathematics in many of 
today’s most popular video games and explains why mathematical 
learning doesn’t just happen in the classroom or from books—
you’re doing it without even realizing it when you play games on 
your cell phone.

In this lively and entertaining book, Matthew Lane discusses 
how gamers are engaging with the traveling salesman problem 
when they play Assassin’s Creed, why it is mathematically impossible 
for Mario to jump through the Mushroom Kingdom in Super Mario 
Bros., and how The Sims teaches us the mathematical costs of main-
taining relationships. He looks at mathematical pursuit problems in 
classic games like Missile Command and Ms. Pac-Man, and how each 
time you play Tetris, you’re grappling with one of the most famous 
unsolved problems in all of mathematics and computer science. 
Along the way, Lane discusses why Family Feud and Pictionary make 
for ho-hum video games, how realism in video games (or the lack 
of it) influences learning, what video games can teach us about the 
mathematics of voting, the mathematics of designing video games, 
and much more.

Power-Up shows how the world of video games is an unex-
pectedly rich medium for learning about the beautiful mathematical 
ideas that touch all aspects of our lives—including our virtual ones.

Matthew Lane is a mathematician and cofounder of Rithm, a school 
for aspiring web developers. He is also the creator of Math Goes 
Pop!, a blog that explores the interconnections between mathematics 
and popular culture. He lives in San Francisco.
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A fun and lively look at the 
mathematical ideas concealed in 
video games

“What a delightful journey through the 
math of hidden worlds! This is much 
more than a book about video games. 
It’s an exploration of interconnected-
ness and an invitation for the perpetu-
ally curious.”
—Karim Ani, founder of Mathalicious
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Walk the Trails 
in and around princeton
Revised to Include the Newest Trails

SOPHIE GLOvIER

This is an attractive, pocket-friendly guide to walks 
on sixteen of the best trails through preserved open 
space in Princeton, New Jersey, and its neighboring 
towns. This revised edition includes eight new walks, 
several of which have been created on land that has 
been preserved since the popular guide was origi-
nally published in 2009. The walks range from two 
to four miles, but many include suggestions for trail 
connections that allow you to extend your hike if you 
choose. The guide includes detailed color maps of 
the trails, directions on how to get to them and where 
to park, and recommendations for the most scenic 
routes. Each walk has been designed with a “reason 
to walk” in mind: a special boulder or waterfall to 
find, a bit of local history or a beautiful vista to enjoy. 
The guide is illustrated with specially commissioned 
color photographs, sixteen of which are featured on 
detachable postcards.

sophie Glovier is an author and environmental 
advocate who is passionate about the preservation of 
open space and the importance of connecting people 
to nature.
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i Hear My people singing
voices of African American Princeton

KATHRYN WATTERSON
With a foreword by Cornel West

I Hear My People Singing shines a light on a small but 
historic black neighborhood at the heart of one of the 
most elite and internationally renowned Ivy League 
towns—Princeton, New Jersey. The vivid first-person 
accounts of more than fifty black residents detail 
aspects of African American life throughout the 
twentieth century. Their stories show that the roots of 
Princeton’s black community are as deeply inter-
twined with the town and university as they are with 
the history of the United States, the legacies of slav-
ery, and the nation’s current conversations on race.

Based on an oral history collaboration with 
residents of the Witherspoon-Jackson neighborhood 
and Princeton undergraduates and their profes-
sor, Kathryn Watterson, this book features African 
American residents’ candid views about Jim Crow 
segregation, the mixed blessings of school integra-
tion, World Wars I and II, and civil rights struggles. 
Filled with an abundance of photographs, I Hear My 
People Singing personalizes the injustices faced by 
generations of black Princetonians and highlights 
their remarkable achievements.

Kathryn Watterson teaches in the creative writing 
program at the University of Pennsylvania.
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