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FORTHCOMING

No Joke
Making Jewish Humor

Ruth R. Wisse

 
Humor is the most celebrated of all Jewish responses to modernity. In this book, Ruth Wisse evokes 
and applauds the genius of spontaneous Jewish joking—as well as the brilliance of comic mas-
terworks by writers like Heinrich Heine, Sholem Aleichem, Isaac Babel, S. Y. Agnon, Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, and Philip Roth. At the same time, Wisse draws attention to the precarious conditions that 
call Jewish humor into being—and the price it may exact from its practitioners and audience. 

Wisse broadly traces modern Jewish humor around the world, teasing out its implications as she 
explores memorable and telling examples from German, Yiddish, English, Russian, and Hebrew. 
Among other topics, the book looks at how Jewish 
humor channeled Jewish learning and wordsmanship 
into new avenues of creativity, brought relief to liberal 
non-Jews in repressive societies, and enriched popular 
culture in the United States.

Even as it invites readers to consider the pleasures and 
profits of Jewish humor, the book asks difficult but 
fascinating questions: Can the excess and extreme self-
ridicule of Jewish humor go too far and backfire in the 
process? And is “leave ’em laughing” the wisest motto 
for a people that others have intended to sweep off the 
stage of history?

Ruth R. Wisse is the Martin Peretz Professor of Yiddish 
Literature and professor of comparative literature at 
Harvard University.

Library of Jewish Ideas 
Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund

June 2013. 296 pages. 14 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-14946-2 $24.95 | £16.95

Front cover artwork: Spinosa (1907). By Samuel Hirszenberg.
© The Alexander Deineka Picture Gallery, Kursk, Russia.

“One of the most interesting and insightful books about comedy I’ve ever read. I 
learned a lot, and I laughed a lot.” 
—B. J. Novak, writer and actor, The Office

“Ruth Wisse’s electrifying undressing of Jewish wit catapults us well past Freud’s far 
more inhibited perceptions and into the naked precincts of tragic insight. Riffing 
through the laughter thrown up by the interpenetrations of language, history, and 
the political culture of variegated societies, Wisse uncovers subversion, paradox, 
fright, anger, grief, and the often defeated imagination of reversal. Tickle the funny 
bone long enough, she warns, and hilarity will expose dread. This stirringly original 
study of Jewish joking reveals the darker irony that underlies the comedic ironies of 
the Jewish mind at play.” 
—Cynthia Ozick

“The funniest thing since we let the goyim into show business.” 
—David Mamet

“This is a wise and witty book, and a necessary one, too, because Jewish humor 
hasn’t always received the commentary and analysis it deserves. Almost every page 
of this fine new work offers something to learn from or laugh about—or both.” 
—William Novak, coeditor of The Big Book of Jewish Humor
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FORTHCOMING
Jews and the Military
A History
Derek J. Penslar 

“This book recovers the history of the Jewish soldier 
in the diaspora—from the seventeenth century to 
the middle of the twentieth century—and connects 
this to the early military history of the state of Israel. 
Combining a consummate command of the extant 
scholarship with sophisticated analysis, and encom-
passing a broad array of questions and sources, it 
is social and cultural history at its best. There is abso-
lutely nothing like it in any language.” 
—David Sorkin, City University of New York, 
Graduate Center

“This book offers a new comparative history of state 
policy toward Jewish army service and rethinks 
modern Jewish political culture through the lens of 
military service. Demolishing the myth of diaspora 
Jewish pacifism, Penslar shows that attitudes toward 
soldiering and citizenship in Israeli political culture 
were anticipated in diaspora Jewish assimilationist 
and integrationist visions. Jewish historians, histori-
ans of modern Europe, and many others will want to 
read this book.”  
—Kenneth B. Moss, Johns Hopkins University

Jews and the Military is the first comprehensive and 
comparative look at Jews’ involvement in the mili-
tary and their attitudes toward war from the 1600s 
until the creation of the state of Israel in 1948. Derek 
Penslar shows that although Jews have often been 
described as people who shun the army, in fact 
they have frequently been willing, even eager, to do 
military service, and only a minuscule minority have 
been pacifists. Penslar demonstrates that Israel’s 
military ethos did not emerge from a vacuum and 
that long before the state’s establishment, Jews had 
a vested interest in military affairs. 

Derek J. Penslar is the Samuel Zacks Professor of 
Jewish History at the University of Toronto and 
the Stanley Lewis Professor of Israel Studies at the 
University of Oxford. 
November 2013. 360 pages. 17 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-13887-9 $29.95 | £19.95

NEW
One of Jewish Ideas Daily’s Best Jewish Nonfiction Books 
for 2012

Inheriting Abraham
The Legacy of the Patriarch in Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam
Jon D. Levenson

“In Inheriting Abraham, one of the world’s leading 
Bible scholars, Jon D. Levenson, has given us an 
incisive and deeply challenging account of the three 
Abrahams of Jewish, Christian, and Islamic theology. 
It may be, he suggests, that we are divided by a 
common ancestry and that we need to understand 
our differences no less than our commonalities. A 
brilliant, well-argued, and much-needed work.” 
—Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

A stunning achievement that is certain to provoke 
debate, Inheriting Abraham traces how each com-
munity has come to revere Abraham as an exemplar 
of its own distinctive spiritual teachings and 
practices. This probing and compelling book also 
reveals how the increasingly conventional notion 
of the three equally “Abrahamic” religions derives 
from a dangerous misunderstanding of key biblical 
and Qur’anic texts, fails to do full justice to any of 
the traditions, and is often biased against Judaism in 
subtle and pernicious ways.

Jon D. Levenson is the Albert A. List Professor of 
Jewish Studies at Harvard University. 

Library of Jewish Ideas 
Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund

2012. 264 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-15569-2 $29.95 | £19.95

Read newsworthy and lively commentary on our new blog at blog.press.princeton.edu
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FORTHCOMING
Maimonides
Life and Thought
Moshe Halbertal

“Insightful and learned. Halbertal is perhaps the 
leading philosopher of Jewish law today. His book 
on Maimonides, like his other writings, reflects wide 
erudition and is written clearly and sharply.” 
—Warren Zev Harvey, professor emeritus, Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem

“Displaying the marvelous depth and clarity that 
mark all his work, Halbertal explains in abundant 
detail the transformations that Maimonides sought 
to effect in the Jewish world. He provides incisive 
interpretations of both legal and philosophical writ-
ings, yet he is also a biographer, binding together 
Maimonides’ life, self-perception, and intellectual 
agenda. This is an exceptionally rich book, one that 
offers fresh perspectives for experts and a highly 
accessible introduction for general readers.” 
—David Shatz, Yeshiva University

Maimonides was the greatest Jewish philosopher 
and legal scholar of the medieval period, a towering 
figure who has had a profound and lasting influence 
on Jewish law, philosophy, and religious conscious-
ness. This book provides a comprehensive and 
accessible introduction to his life and work, reveal-
ing how his philosophical sensibility and outlook 
informed his interpretation of Jewish tradition.

Moshe Halbertal is professor of law at New York 
University and IDC Herzliya in Israel, and professor 
of Jewish thought and philosophy at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem.
December 2013. 472 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-15851-8 $35.00 | £24.95

FORTHCOMING
The Bible in Arabic
The Scriptures of the “People of the Book” 
in the Language of Islam
Sidney H. Griffith

“This book opens up a new world. With consum-
mate learning and characteristic intellectual 
courtesy, Sidney Griffith reveals an Arabic civiliza-
tion of unexpected diversity, where Muslims, Jews, 
and Christians continued to debate, for a thousand 
years, the conflicting messages of their three, intri-
cately intertwined scriptures. We emerge the richer 
for this generous vision of the religious texture 
of the medieval Middle East.” 
—Peter Brown, author of Through the Eye of a Needle

From the first centuries of Islam to well into the Mid-
dle Ages, Jews and Christians produced hundreds 
of manuscripts containing portions of the Bible in 
Arabic. Until recently, however, these translations 
remained largely neglected by biblical scholars and 
historians. In telling the story of the Bible in Arabic, 
this book casts light on a crucial transition in the 
cultural and religious life of Jews and Christians in 
Arabic-speaking lands.

Sidney H. Griffith is Ordinary Professor in the De-
partment of Semitic and Egyptian Languages and 
Literatures at the Catholic University of America.

Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the 
Modern World

June 2013. 272 pages. 6 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-15082-6 $29.95 | £19.95

Connect with us on Twitter @ PrincetonUPress

AlsO by MOsHE HAlbERTAl

On Sacrifice
AND
Concealment and Revelation
Esotericism in Jewish Thought and its 
Philosophical Implications
See both on page 9.
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NEW
Worldly Philosopher
The Odyssey of Albert O. Hirschman
Jeremy Adelman

“This is an exceptional book. Hirschman’s intellectu-
al and political journey is described with sharpness 
and perspicacity. Family life, cultural encounters, 
and the imprints of a lifetime highlight the impor-
tance and significance of one of the most creative 
intellectuals of the twentieth century, who had a 
profound influence on so many people around the 
world, including myself.” 
—Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former president 
of Brazil

Worldly Philosopher chronicles the times and writ-
ings of Albert O. Hirschman, one of the twentieth 
century’s most original and provocative thinkers. In 
this gripping biography, Jeremy Adelman tells the 
story of a man shaped by modern horrors and hopes, 
a worldly intellectual who fought for and wrote in 
defense of the values of tolerance and change.

This is the first major account of Hirschman’s 
remarkable life, and a tale of the twentieth century 
as seen through the story of an astute and passion-
ate observer. Adelman’s riveting narrative traces 
how Hirschman’s personal experiences shaped his 
unique intellectual perspective, and how his endur-
ing legacy is one of hope, open-mindedness, and 
practical idealism.

Jeremy Adelman is the Walter Samuel Carpenter III Pro-
fessor of Spanish Civilization and Culture and director 
of the Council for International Teaching and Research 
at Princeton University.
May 2013. 760 pages. 39 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-15567-8 $39.95 | £27.95

FORTHCOMING
Muslims and Jews in France
History of a Conflict
Maud Mandel

 “Using a wide variety of sources and focusing on 
local events in Marseille, Mandel deftly shows how a 
specifically French history interacts with internation-
al events to produce conflicts between Jews and 
Muslims. She provides new and important insights 
into the nature of the conflict, the political groups 
that produced it, and the ways in which perceptions 
of each group have been shaped.” 
—Joan Wallach Scott, author of The Politics of the Veil

This book traces the global, national, and local 
origins of the conflict between Muslims and Jews in 
France, challenging the belief that rising anti-Semi-
tism in France is rooted solely in the unfolding crisis 
in Israel and Palestine. Maud Mandel shows how the 
conflict in fact emerged from processes internal to 
French society itself even as it was shaped by affairs 
elsewhere, particularly in North Africa during the era 
of decolonization.

Mandel examines moments in which conflicts 
between Muslims and Jews became a matter of 
concern to French police, the media, and an array 
of self-appointed spokesmen from both communi-
ties: Israel’s War of Independence in 1948, France’s 
decolonization of North Africa, the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
War, the 1968 student riots, and François Mitter-
rand’s experiments with multiculturalism in the 
1980s. She takes an in-depth, on-the-ground look at 
interethnic relations in Marseille, which is home to 
the country’s largest Muslim and Jewish popula-
tions outside of Paris. She reveals how Muslims and 
Jews in France have related to each other in diverse 
ways throughout this history—as former residents 
of French North Africa, as immigrants competing for 
limited resources, as employers and employees, as 
victims of racist aggression, as religious minorities in 
a secularizing state, and as French citizens.

In Muslims and Jews in France, Mandel traces the 
way these multiple, complex interactions have been 
overshadowed and obscured by a reductionist nar-
rative of Muslim-Jewish polarization.

Maud Mandel is associate professor of Judaic stud-
ies and history and director of the Program in Judaic 
Studies at Brown University.
February 2014. 256 pages. 15 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-12581-7 $35.00 | £24.95

Connect with us on Facebook @ PrincetonUniversityPress



4

FORTHCOMING
A History of 
Jewish-Muslim Relations
From the Origin to the Present Day
Edited by Abdelwahab Meddeb & 
Benjamin Stora

“There is no other volume like this. Its comprehen-
siveness should make it a major source of informa-
tion and ideas on this important topic for some 
time, and the contributors include some of the 
best-known writers in the field.” 
—Oliver Leaman, University of Kentucky

This is the first encyclopedic guide to the history 
of relations between Jews and Muslims around 
the world from the birth of Islam to today. Richly 
illustrated and beautifully produced, the book 
features more than 150 authoritative and accessible 
articles by an international team of leading experts 
in history, politics, literature, anthropology, and 
philosophy. Organized thematically and chronologi-
cally, this indispensable reference provides critical 
facts and balanced context for greater historical 
understanding and a more informed dialogue 
between Jews and Muslims.

Abdelwahab Meddeb is professor of comparative 
literature at the University of Paris-X (Nanterre). Ben-
jamin Stora is University Professor at the University 
of Paris-XIII (Villetaneuse), where he teaches the 
history of nineteenth- and twentieth-century North 
Africa and the history of North African immigrants 
in Europe.
October 2013. 848 pages. 14 halftomes. 25 color illus. 22 tables. 
185 line illus 
Cl: 978-0-691-15127-4 $75.00 | £52.00

NEW
Winner of the 2012 National Jewish Book Award in 
Scholarship, Jewish Book Council
One of Jewish Ideas Daily’s Best Jewish Nonfiction Books 
for 2012

The Chosen Few
How Education Shaped Jewish History, 
70–1492
Maristella Botticini & Zvi Eckstein

“Maristella Botticini and Zvi Eckstein have written a 
remarkably interesting book with a new hypothesis 
about the occupational structure of the Jews. The 
authors adduce serious evidence for their hypothe-
sis, which lays stress on the requirement introduced 
nearly 2,000 years ago for universal male literacy 
among the Jews. This is a fascinating and persuasive 
combination of history and economics, worth read-
ing by all, even the unhappy few who like neither 
history nor economics.” 
—Stanley Fischer, governor of the Bank of Israel

Maristella Botticini is professor of economics, as well 
as director and fellow of the Innocenzo Gasparini 
Institute for Economic Research (IGIER), at Bocconi 
University in Milan. Zvi Eckstein is the Mario Hen-
rique Simonson Chair in Labor Economics at Tel Aviv 
University and professor and dean of the School of 
Economics at IDC Herzliya in Herzliya, Israel.

The Princeton Economic History of the Western World

2012. 344 pages. 4 line illus. 29 tables. 11 maps. 
Cl: 978-0-691-14487-0 $39.50 | £27.95

Connect with us on Google+ @ Princeton University Press 
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NEW
Finalist, 2012 National Jewish Book Award in History, Jewish 
Book Council

The First Modern Jew
Spinoza and the History of an Image
Daniel B. Schwartz

“This is a spectacular book, deeply researched and 
brilliantly written, on a riveting subject—the histori-
cal reception of Spinoza from the seventeenth to 
the twentieth centuries. Schwartz demonstrates his 
command of European philosophy, modern Euro-
pean Jewish history, Hebrew and Yiddish literature, 
and Zionist culture. A tour de force.” 
—David Biale, University of California, Davis

Daniel B. Schwartz is assistant professor of history at 
George Washington University.
2012. 288 pages. 10 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-14291-3 $39.50 | £27.95

FORTHCOMING PAPERbACK
Honorable Mention, 2011 PROSE Award for Excellence in The-
ology & Religious Studies, Association of American Publishers

How Judaism Became a Religion
An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought
Leora Batnitzky

“[Batnitzky’s] book adds both shrewdness and humil-
ity to the search for modern Jewish identity and the 
claims often made about the purity of these identities.” 
—Edward Ruehle, Jewish Voice and Herald

Leora Batnitzky is professor and chair in the Depart-
ment of Religion at Princeton University, where she 
also directs the Tikvah Project on Jewish Thought.
October 2013. 224 pages. 
Pa: 978-0-691-16013-9 $19.95 | £13.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-13072-9 $27.95 | £19.95

FORTHCOMING PAPERbACK
Winner of the 2012 Christianity and Culture Book Award, Christianity Today

American Religion
Contemporary Trends
Mark Chaves

“An invaluable contribution to clarifying the facts about religious change in America.” 
—Robert Putnam, co-author of American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us

“Chaves has provided new scholars, nonspecialists in the sociology of religion, and the general public with 
an accessible and accurate text that gathers a wide range of information into one place, and does so in barely 
more than 100 pages. Chaves’s American Religion will serve as an important introduction to the topic and a 
reference for scholars, religious leaders, and the general public for years to come.” 
—Paul J. Olson, Sociology of Religion

Mark Chaves is professor of sociology, religion, and divinity at Duke University.
September 2013. 160 pages. 24 line illus. 1 table.  
Pa: 978-0-691-15966-9 $17.95 | £12.50 
Cl: 978-0-691-14685-0 $22.95 | £15.95

To receive notices about new books, subscribe for email at: press.princeton.edu/subscribe
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NEW PAPERbACK
History Lessons
The Creation of American Jewish Heritage
Beth S. Wenger

“History Lessons offers a remarkable trove of his-
torical literature built upon fact and myth, mostly 
authored outside the academy, but instructive in 
understanding how American Jews constructed a 
new identity in their adoptive land.” 
—Hadassa Kosak, Journal of American History

Beth S. Wenger is professor of history and director 
of the Jewish Studies Program at the University of 
Pennsylvania.
2012. 296 pages. 30 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15614-9 $26.95 | £18.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-14752-9 $46.95 | £32.95

FORTHCOMING PAPERbACK
Honorable Mention, 2011 PROSE Award for Excellence in Philosophy, Association of American Publishers

A Book Forged in Hell
Spinoza’s Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age
Steven Nadler

“A Book Forged in Hell raises the important question of how appropriate it is to view Spinoza as a philosophi-
cal founder of contemporary secularism and especially of contemporary liberalism. It also raises the question 
of whether Spinoza should be understood as a Jewish thinker, if so, to what extent.” 
—Zachary Micah Gartenberg, Jewish Review of Books

Steven Nadler is the William H. Hay II Professor of Philosophy at the University of Wisconsin–Madison.
December 2013. 304 pages. 1 halftone.  
Pa: 978-0-691-16018-4 $17.95 | £12.50 
Cl: 978-0-691-13989-0 $29.95 | £19.95

NEW PAPERbACK
Rethinking the Other in Antiquity
Erich S. Gruen

“Gruen has produced an original and learned book 
that gives fresh insight into the complex issues of 
race in the ancient world and offers a more nu-
anced understanding of the interactions of ancient 
cultures that will hopefully enable us all to view the 
interactions between cultures in today’s world with 
greater sensitivity.” 
—David Potter, University of Michigan

Erich S. Gruen is the Gladys Rehard Wood Professor 
of History and Classics (emeritus) at the University of 
California, Berkeley.

Martin Classical Lectures

2012. 432 pages. 8 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15635-4 $24.95 | £16.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-14852-6 $57.50 | £39.95

press.princeton.edu
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FORTHCOMING
The Book of Job
A Biography
Mark Larrimore

“A most useful and enjoy-
able addition to the Joban 
literature.” 
—Bruce Zuckerman, author 
of Job the Silent

The Book of Job raises stark 
questions about the nature 
and meaning of innocent 
suffering and the relation-
ship of the human to the 
divine, yet it is also one of 
the Bible’s most obscure 

and paradoxical books, one that defies interpreta-
tion even today. Mark Larrimore provides a pan-
oramic history of this remarkable book, traversing 
centuries and traditions to examine how Job’s tri-
als and his challenge to God have been used and 
understood in diverse contexts, from commentary 
and liturgy to philosophy and art.

Offering rare insights into this iconic and enduring 
book, Larrimore reveals how Job has come to be 
viewed as the Bible’s answer to the problem of 
evil and the perennial question of why a God who 
supposedly loves justice permits bad things to 
happen to good people.

Mark Larrimore directs the Religious Studies 
Program at Eugene Lang College The New School 
for Liberal Arts.
October 2013. 240 pages. 12 halftones.  
Cl: 978-0-691-14759-8 $24.95 | £16.95

NEW
The Dead Sea Scrolls
A Biography
John J. Collins

“This up-to-date and concise handbook introduc-
es readers to profound discussions of theological, 
historical, and canonical issues, and to the savory 
details and gossip surrounding the discovery and 
publication of the scrolls.” 
—Emanuel Tov, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

John J. Collins is the Holmes Professor of Old Testa-
ment Criticism and Interpretation at Yale University.
2012. 288 pages. 8 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-14367-5 $24.95 | £16.95

NEW
One of Jewish Ideas Daily’s Best Jewish Nonfiction Books 
for 2012

The Book of Genesis
A Biography
Ronald Hendel

“This is an illuminating account, broad in histori-
cal scope and rich in interdisciplinary perspective, 
of the varied life that the book of Genesis has 
lived through almost three millennia. The writing 
is lucid and engaging, and the story of the mul-
tifarious receptions of this seminal text is deeply 
instructive.” 
—Robert Alter, author of The Art of Biblical 
Narrative and The Art of Biblical Poetry

Ronald Hendel is the Norma and Sam Dabby 
Professor of Hebrew Bible and Jewish Studies at 
the University of California, Berkeley.
2012. 304 pages. 7 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-14012-4 $24.95 | £16.95

Lives of Great reLiGious Books

Lives of Great Religious Books is a new series 
of short volumes that recount the complex 
and fascinating histories of important 
religious texts from around the world. 
Written for general readers by leading 
authors and experts, these books examine 
the historical origins of texts from the great 
religious traditions, and trace how their 
reception, interpretation, and influence 
have changed—often radically—over time. 
As these stories of translation, adaptation, 
appropriation, and inspiration dramatically 
remind us, all great religious books are liv-
ing things whose careers in the world can 
take the most unexpected turns.
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FORTHCOMING
Cultural Exchange
Jews and Christians in the 
Medieval Marketplace
Joseph Shatzmiller

“This valuable book supports the view that me-
dieval Jews in northern Europe, Iberia, and other 
Mediterranean societies were open to the style 
and iconography of their Christian neighbors, 
despite the protest of Jewish and Christian au-
thorities. While other books on medieval Jewish 
economic activity, religious customs, and illumi-
nated Hebrew manuscripts have made this case, 
no other book provides a comprehensive state of 
the field for researchers and general readers alike.” 
—Ivan G. Marcus, Yale University

Joseph Shatzmiller is the Smart Family Professor 
of Judaic Studies at Duke University.
July 2013. 192 pages. 14 halftones. 2 line illus. 14 tables. 
Cl: 978-0-691-15699-6 $35.00 | £24.95

Finalist, 2012 Best First Book in the History of Religions Award, 
American Academy of Religion

The Scandal of Kabbalah
Leon Modena, Jewish Mysticism, Early 
Modern Venice
Yaacob Dweck

“The Scandal of Kabbalah is excellent. It is one of the 
first studies to take cutting-edge scholarship on the his-
tory of the book and apply it to a Hebrew text. Yaacob 
Dweck makes a serious contribution to scholarship on 
Leon Modena, to Jewish intellectual history of the early 
modern period, and to the history of the Hebrew book.” 
—Elisheva Carlebach, Columbia University
2011. 296 pages. 12 halftones. 
Cl: 978-0-691-14508-2 $35.00 | £24.95

Maimonides in His World
Portrait of a Mediterranean Thinker
Sarah Stroumsa

“Sarah Stroumsa’s erudite and accessible Maimonides 
in His World . . . is an exceptional work of critical schol-
arship that remains readable and relevant beyond the 
ivory tower.” 
—Shai Secunda, Talmud Blog
2011. 248 pages. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15252-3 $24.95 | £16.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-13763-6 $55.00 | £37.95

Finalist, 2005 National Jewish Book Award in History, Jewish 
Book Council

A Jewish Renaissance in 
Fifteenth-Century Spain
Mark D. Meyerson

“In his eloquent style, [Meyerson] highlights the 
complex inner workings of a multicultural society such 
as that of medieval Morvedre, and presents a new 
methodology that other Hispanists should apply to 
their studies.” 
—Choice
2010. 296 pages. 7 halftones. 3 maps. 
Pa: 978-0-691-14659-1 $27.95 | £19.95

Jews, Christians, and MusLiMs froM 
the anCient to the Modern worLd

Michael Cook, William Chester Jordan, and Peter Schäfer, 
Series Editors

Jews, Christians, and Muslims is a series 
intended to capture the increasingly 
sophisticated attention paid by scholars in 
recent decades to the historical relations—
political, social, intellectual, and cultural—
among these three groups. Some of the 
studies will focus on just two groups, 
others on all three. The editors hope to 
publish innovative and broadranging 
scholarship that will address a wide array 
of issues, such as political and economic 
conflict, religious, intellectual and social in-
teractions, and mutual influences in ritual, 
liturgy, imagery, symbols, literature, law, 
family, and other spheres. The series will 
include work from Late Antiquity through 
the eighteenth century and is meant to be 
broadly historical. Submission of manu-
scripts that fruitfully incorporate methods 
and insights from other disciplines, includ-
ing but not limited to law, religion, literary 
studies, anthropology, art history, and 
sociology, is encouraged.



9

The Jewish Jesus
How Judaism and Christianity Shaped 
Each Other
Peter Schäfer

“Watching Peter Schäfer explicate Jewish and Chris-
tian texts is like watching a great restorer work on a 
fresco damaged by time, wind, and water. Blurred 
outlines come into focus, dull colors become brilliant, 
and suddenly a forgotten story of exchange between 
the two religions comes back to dramatic life.” 
—Anthony T. Grafton, Princeton University
2012. 368 pages. 5 halftones. 1 table. 
Cl: 978-0-691-15390-2 $35.00 | £24.95

Sin
The Early History of an Idea
Paula Fredriksen

“Paula Fredriksen’s new book offers a masterfully 
clear and readable exposition of complex issues, 
showing how traditional Jewish views of sin were 
transmuted by the Christian theologians Origen 
and Augustine in nearly opposite ways, to create 
startlingly different views of human nature.” 
—Elaine Pagels, author of The Origin of Satan
2012. 224 pages. 4 halftones. 1 line illus. 
Cl: 978-0-691-12890-0 $24.95 | £16.95

On Sacrifice
Moshe Halbertal

“A rich, fresh, and gently intense meditation, and 
one that will engage anyone interested in what the 
author calls ‘the most primary and basic form of 
ritual’ known to humankind. Halbertal is especially 
compelling in his treatment of the slippery dynam-
ics between the violent and transcendent aspects of 
sacrifice, and their echoes across moral and political 
registers of the real.” 
—Peter Cole, translator and editor of The Dream of 
the Poem: Hebrew Poetry from Muslim and Chris-
tian Spain, 950–1492
2012. 152 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-15285-1 $24.95 | £16.95

AlsO by MOsHE HAlbERTAl

Concealment and Revelation
Esotericism in Jewish Thought 
and its Philosophical Implications
Translated by Jackie Feldman
2007. 216 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-12571-8 $42.00 | £28.95

On the Origins of 
Jewish Self-Hatred
Paul Reitter
“On the Origins of Jewish Self-Hatred is an impres-
sively fluent, deeply learned, and morally respon-
sible treatment of what can be an incendiary label. 
Reitter’s major revelation is that the concept of 
Jewish self-hatred emerged as part of an affirmative 
discourse rather than as a label of denunciation. This 
stylish essay should have a wide impact.” 
—Samuel Moyn, Columbia University
2012. 176 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-11922-9 $26.95 | £18.95

Connect with us on Twitter @ PrincetonUPress
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Winner of the 2010 National Jewish Book Award in His-
tory, Jewish Book Council

Early Modern Jewry
A New Cultural History
David B. Ruderman

“Ruderman’s provocative thesis marks a scholarly 
watershed. It reopens and complicates the question 
of when modern Jewish history began.” 
—Lawrence Grossman, Forward

“This book will be indispensable to anyone who 
studies the Jewish experience.” 
—Gershon Hundert, McGill University
2011. 344  pages. 5 maps. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15288-2 $19.95 | £13.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-14464-1 $49.95 | £34.95

AlsO by DAvID b. RuDERMAN

NOW AvAIlAblE IN PAPERbACK
Winner of the 2001 Koret Jewish Book Award for History, 
Koret Foundation and National Foundation for Jewish 
Culture

Jewish Enlightenment in an 
English Key
Anglo-Jewry’s Construction of Modern 
Jewish Thought

“David B. Ruderman’s cleverly conceived and 
well executed study won [the] Koret Jewish Book 
Award in History. The book richly merits this rec-
ognition. This is a good and important book.” 
—Eugene C. Black, American Historical Review
2012. 280 pages. 22 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15551-7 $24.95 | £16.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-04883-3 $75.00 | £52.00

Capitalism and the Jews
Jerry Z. Muller

“[F]ascinating.” 
—Fareed Zakaria GPS

“[P]rovocative and accessible. . . . While this book is os-
tensibly about ‘the Jews,’ Muller’s most chilling insights 
are about their enemies, and the creative, almost 
supernatural, malleability of anti-Semitism itself.” 
—Catherine Rampell, New York Times Book Review
2011. 280 pages. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15306-3 $19.95 | £13.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-14478-8 $24.95 | £16.95

Winner of the 2010 Award for Excellence in the Study of 
Religion, Constructive-Reflective Studies, American 
Academy of Religion
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2010

Saving God
Religion after Idolatry
Mark Johnston

“This book demolishes . . . all reasons for conven-
tional religious belief.” 
—James Wood, New Yorker

“Saving God is a rich and provocative book.” 
—Lynne Rudder Baker, Notre Dame 
Philosophical Reviews
2011. 216 pages. 1 halftone. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15261-5 $19.95 | £13.95

Connect with us on Facebook @ PrincetonUniversityPress
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A Short History of the Jews
Michael Brenner
Translated by Jeremiah Riemer

“In this concise but all-encompassing account of the 
Jews, Brenner . . . does a remarkable job of escorting 
readers from the biblical narrative of Abraham’s 
journey from Ur and idolatry through the treacher-
ous, monotheistic course of Jewish history, conclud-
ing with modern-day Israeli society.” 
—Publishers Weekly Religion Book Line

“This is an excellent overview of Jewish history—a 
well-written, up-to-date survey for college students 
and the general reader. Considering the scope of 
the coverage, the book is remarkably concise.” 
—Robert Seltzer, H-Net Reviews
2012. 440 pages. 92 halftones. 1 table. 5 maps. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15497-8 $24.95 | £16.95

Winner of the 2010 National Jewish Book Award in 
American Jewish Studies, Jewish Book Council
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2011

The Rebbe
The Life and Afterlife of 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson
Samuel Heilman &  
Menachem Friedman

“[A] groundbreaking study.” 
—Keith Kahn-Harris, Times Literary Supplement

“[A]n outstanding biography. . . . This well-written 
presentation, based on exhaustive scholarship, will 
stand as the definitive statement.” 
—Publishers Weekly
2012. 384 pages. 25 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15442-8 $19.95 | £13.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-13888-6 $29.95 | £19.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2002

Music of a Distant Drum
Classical Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and 
Hebrew Poems
Translated and Introduced by  
Bernard Lewis

“Lewis, one of the foremost scholars of the Middle 
East, has devoted much of his career to the history 
of Islam; this volume collects his translations of 
poems—nearly all appearing in English for the first 
time—that span eleven centuries and four major 
Middle Eastern traditions. Many of the most strik-
ing works address, in spare, stirring lines, the twin 
demands of serving the self and serving God.” 
—New Yorker

“Showing how Islamic culture from antiquity has 
been composed of interrelated, ‘multiracial’ groups, 
Lewis’s erudite introduction discusses the emer-
gence of Arabic languages and the status of poets.” 
—Library Journal
2011. 232 pages. 23 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15010-9 $17.95 | £12.50

NOW AvAIlAblE IN PAPERbACK
Were the Jews a 
Mediterranean Society?
Reciprocity and Solidarity in 
Ancient Judaism
Seth Schwartz

“Schwartz has a cogent voice worthy of profound at-
tention in any dialogue concerning Jewish relations 
with the Hellenistic-Roman world.” 
—Choice
2012. 224 pages. 
Pa: 978-0-691-15543-2 $21.95 | £14.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-14054-4 $32.95 | £22.95

Connect with us on Google+ @ Princeton University Press 
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FORTHCOMING PAPERbACK
With a foreword by Freeman Dyson
The Ultimate Quotable Einstein
Collected and edited by 
Alice Calaprice

“A compelling selection. . . . Students of Einstein’s work and life, who are familiar with these contexts, can find 
many embellishments to their research, and often puzzling contrary notes to customary portrayals of his 
stance on issues ranging from Zionism to domestic life.” 
—Choice

Alice Calaprice is a renowned expert on Albert Einstein and was a longtime senior editor at Princeton 
University Press.
October 2013. 608 pages. 27 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-16014-6 $16.95 | £11.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-13817-6 $24.95 | £16.95

FORTHCOMING PAPERbACK
With a new foreword by Ze’ev Rosenkranz
Albert Einstein, The Human Side
Glimpses from His Archives
Albert Einstein
Edited by Helen Dukas & Banesh Hoffmann

“[Einstein] is revealed not only as a humane philoso-
pher but as a natural aphorist, often with the graces 
of humor and humility.” 
—Wall Street Journal

Helen Dukas became Einstein’s secretary in 1928 and, 
after his death in 1955, was a trustee of his literary 
estate and the archivist of his papers. Banesh Hoff-
mann was a British mathematician and physicist who 
collaborated with Einstein on research in the general 
theory of relativity.
November 2013. 192 pages. 
Pa: 978-0-691-16023-8 $16.95 | £11.95

FORTHCOMING PAPERbACK
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2007

Einstein on Politics
His Private Thoughts and Public Stands 
on Nationalism, Zionism, War, Peace, and 
the Bomb
Edited by David E. Rowe & 
Robert Schulmann

“A goldmine for readers interested in Einstein.” 
—Yaron Ezrahi, Nature

David E. Rowe is Professor of the History of Mathemat-
ics and Natural Sciences at Johannes Gutenberg 
University in Mainz, Germany, and a former member 
of the Einstein Papers Project. Robert Schulmann, a 
former Boston University history professor, is former 
head of the Einstein Papers Project. 
December 2013. 576 pages. 24 halftones. 
Pa: 978-0-691-16020-7 $19.95 | £13.95 
Cl: 978-0-691-12094-2 $29.95 | £19.95
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