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JEWISH THOUGHT & PHILOSOPHY

Forthcoming
What’s Divine about Divine Law?
Early Perspectives

Christine Hayes
“This is a pathbreaking and ambitious study of a topic of 
crucial importance for Jewish studies in particular and 
legal philosophy more broadly. The scholarship is first-rate. 
Hayes convincingly establishes that the rabbinic discourse 
on divine law in late antiquity was self-consciously distinct 
from Greco-Roman conceptions as well as a great deal of 
prior Jewish literature.” 
—Jonathan Klawans, author of Josephus and the Theologies 
of Ancient Judaism

In the thousand years before the rise of Islam, two radically 
diverse conceptions of what it means to say that a law is di-
vine confronted one another with a force that reverberates 
to the present. What’s Divine about Divine Law? untangles 
the classical and biblical roots of the Western idea of divine 
law and shows how early adherents to biblical tradition—
Hellenistic Jewish writers such as Philo, the community at 
Qumran, Paul, and the talmudic rabbis—struggled to make sense of this conflicting legacy.

Christine Hayes shows that for the ancient Greeks, divine law was divine by virtue of its inherent qual-
ities of intrinsic rationality, truth, universality, and immutability while for the biblical authors, divine 
law was divine because it was grounded in revelation with no presumption of rationality, conformity 
to truth, universality, or immutability. Hayes describes the collision of these opposing conceptions in 
the Hellenistic period, and details competing attempts to resolve the resulting cognitive dissonance. 
She shows how Second Temple and Hellenistic Jewish writers, from the author of 1 Enoch to Philo of 
Alexandria, were engaged in a common project of bridging the gulf between classical and biblical 
notions of divine law, while Paul, in his letters to the early Christian church, sought to widen it. Hayes 
then delves into the literature of classical rabbinic Judaism to reveal how the talmudic rabbis took 
a third and scandalous path, insisting on a construction of divine law intentionally at odds with the 
Greco-Roman and Pauline conceptions that would come to dominate the Christianized West.

A stunning achievement in intellectual history, What’s Divine about Divine Law? sheds critical light 
on an ancient debate that would shape foundational Western thought and that continues to inform 
contemporary views about the nature and purpose of law and the nature and authority of Scripture.
June 2015. 424 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-16519-6 $39.50 | £27.95

Cover image: Barbara Wolff. “You Renew the Face of the Earth,” Illustration from Psalm 104, 2010. New York, Morgan Library & Museum, 
MS M.1190, fol. 7; Gift of Joanna S. Rose, 2014; photography by Rudi Wolff. From “Skies of Parchment, Seas of Ink” by Marc Michael 
Epstein. See page 4.
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Forthcoming Paperback
Winner of the 2013 National Jewish Book 
Award in Scholarship, Jewish Book Council

Maimonides
Life and Thought
Moshe Halbertal
“In his rigorous and insightful 
study Maimonides: Life and 
Thought, Moshe Halbertal 
reintroduces readers to this 
rabbi-scientist, who insisted that 
faith should be an enterprise 
based on reason.”
—Dara Horn, Wall Street Journal

“Magisterial. . . . Halbertal 
presents a moving and detailed 
portrait of Maimonides’s life as 
well as his work.”
—David Mikics, Forward

Maimonides was the greatest 
Jewish philosopher and legal 
scholar of the medieval period, 
a towering fi gure who has had a 
profound and lasting infl uence 
on Jewish law, philosophy, and 
religious consciousness. In this 
book, Moshe Halbertal provides 
a comprehensive and accessible 
introduction to Maimonides’s 
life and work, revealing how his 
philosophical sensibility and 
outlook informed his interpreta-
tion of Jewish tradition.

A stunning achievement, Mai-
monides off ers an unparalleled 
look at the life and thought of 
this important Jewish philoso-
pher, scholar, and theologian.
June 2015. 400 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16566-0 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15851-8 $35.00 | £24.95

Honorable Mention, 2011 PROSE Award 
for Excellence in Theology & Religious 
Studies, Association of American 
Publishers

How Judaism Became a 
Religion
An Introduction to Modern 
Jewish Thought
Leora Batnitzky
“[Batnitzky’s] book adds both 
shrewdness and humility to the 
search for modern Jewish identity 
and the claims often made about 
the purity of these identities.”
—Edward Ruehle, Jewish Voice 
and Herald
2013. 224 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16013-9 $19.95 | £13.95

Honorable Mention, 2011 PROSE Award 
for Excellence in Philosophy, Association 
of American Publishers

A Book Forged in Hell
Spinoza’s Scandalous Treatise 
and the Birth of the Secular 
Age
Steven Nadler
“This is a groundbreaking analysis 
of an incendiary text.”
—Booklist
2013. 304 pages. 1 halftone.
Pa: 978-0-691-16018-4 $17.95 | £12.50

On the Origins of 
Jewish Self-Hatred
Paul Reitter
“A readable, sensible, well-
researched conceptual history.”
—Jonathan Franzen
2012. 176 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-11922-9 $27.95 | £19.95

Rethinking the Other 
in Antiquity
Erich S. Gruen
“Did ancient Greeks regard 
Persians and Egyptians as servile 
‘barbarians,’ by way of indicating 
their own superiority? Did Romans 
believe that Carthaginians were 
essentially perfi dious, Gauls and 
Germans primitive, Jews weird and 
despicable? With deep learning 
and a graceful style, Gruen shows 
that these modern generalizations 
are wide of the mark, and that 
ancient attitudes toward foreigners 
were nuanced and by and large 
positive. The book invites us to 
inquire whether scholars have 
projected onto the classical world 
a sense of ethnic ‘otherness’ more 
characteristic of our own.”
—David Konstan, Brown University
Martin Classical Lectures

2012. 432 pages. 8 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-15635-4 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14852-6 $59.95 | £41.95

Now Available in Paperback
On Sacrifi ce
Moshe Halbertal
2015. 152 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16330-7 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15285-1 $25.95 | £17.95

Concealment and 
Revelation
Esotericism in Jewish 
Thought and its Philosophical 
Implications
Moshe Halbertal
Translated by Jackie Feldman
2007. 216 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-12571-8 $45.00 | £30.95
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Forthcoming
Human Nature & 
Jewish Thought
Judaism’s Case for Why 
Persons Matter
Alan L. Mittleman
 “Alan Mittleman, an outstanding 
contributor to philosophically 
serious Jewish thought, builds a 
solid structure of deeply spiritual 
but always open-eyed refl ections. 
He invites readers on an intellec-
tual journey that confronts and 
defl ates many idols of the age with 
reasoned argument informed by 
Jewish tradition, without appeal 
to authority or blind, reactive 
romanticism.”
—Lenn Goodman, Vanderbilt 
University

“This timely and readable work 
connects biblical and rabbinic 
thought with enduring questions 
concerning human nature, high-
lighting the substantial contempo-
rary relevance of those traditions 
of thought. Human Nature and 
Jewish Thought explains how ideas 
with an ancient anchoring remain 
strongly relevant to refl ection on 
human self-understanding and to 
values integral to leading distinc-
tively human lives.”
—Jonathan Jacobs, John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, CUNY
May 2015. 256 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-14947-9 $27.95 | £19.95

Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund

Forthcoming Paperback
Honorable Mention, 2013 PROSE Award 
in Language and Linguistics, Association 
of American Publishers

No Joke
Making Jewish Humor
Ruth R. Wisse
“Excellent. . . . I applaud the intel-
lectual courage of this book . . . 
and the confi dence with which 
[Wisse] moves from rabbis to 
writers to jesters, from literature 
to music hall and back.”
—Howard Jacobson, Standpoint

“Wisse . . . surveys Jewish humor 
from Heinrich Heine and Franz 
Kafka to Larry David and Howard 
Jacobson, displaying its wit and 
comic genius at the same time 
that she looks behind its surface 
at the often painful and danger-
ous experiences it refl ects.”
—Maron L. Waxman, Jewish Book 
Council

Humor is the most celebrated of all 
Jewish responses to modernity. In 
No Joke, Ruth Wisse broadly traces 
modern Jewish humor around the 
world, teasing out its implications 
as she explores memorable and 
telling examples from German, 
Yiddish, English, Russian, and 
Hebrew. Among other topics, the 
book looks at how Jewish humor 
channeled Jewish learning and 
wordsmanship into new avenues 
of creativity, brought relief to 
non-Jews in repressive societies, 
and enriched popular culture in the 
United States.
March 2015. 296 pages. 14 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16581-3 $19.95 | £13.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14946-2 $24.95 | £16.95

Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund

New Paperback
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2013
One of Jewish Ideas Daily’s Best Jewish 
Nonfi ction Books for 2012

Inheriting Abraham
The Legacy of the Patriarch in 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Jon D. Levenson
“For more than three decades, Jon 
Levenson has been quietly develop-
ing a biblical theology that would 
revolutionize Jewish understanding 
and worship, if only more Jews were 
to learn of it.  Inheriting Abraham 
is his most accessible book yet—a 
model of how exacting scholarship 
can be written for the well-educated 
layman.”
—D. G. Myers, Jewish Ideas Daily 

“The polychromatic image of Abra-
ham that emerges from Levenson’s 
patient, subtle tracing of this textual 
history is fascinating.”
—Martin Jaff ee, Jewish Review of 
Books
Cosponsored by the Tikvah Fund

2014. 264 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16355-0 $19.95 | £13.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15569-2 $29.95 | £19.95
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The Book of Job
A Biography
Mark Larrimore
“Is there such a thing as 
disinterested faith? Will people 
go on believing in God if they 
are not rewarded—indeed, if 
they are unjustly punished? And 
why should they be faithful to 
a God who allows the wicked 
to triumph and the innocent 
to suff er? Mark Larrimore . . . 
chronicl[es] the answers given 
to that riddle by commentators 
from the midrash—the rabbinical 
meditations that were fi rst com-
piled in the third century—down 
to Elie Wiesel.”
—Joan Acocella, New Yorker

“[Larrimore] is subtle and su-
perbly thorough as he navigates 
his way not just through Jewish, 
Christian and secular readings 
but also the uncertainties about 
the text and the misconceptions 
that have grown up around it.”
—Brian Bethune, Maclean’s 
Magazine

Off ering rare insights into this 
iconic and enduring book, Larri-
more reveals how Job has come 
to be viewed as the Bible’s answer 
to the problem of evil and the 
perennial question of why a God 
who supposedly loves justice 
permits bad things to happen to 
good people.
2013. 296 pages. 12 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-14759-8 $24.95 | £16.95

The Dead Sea Scrolls
A Biography
John J. Collins
“One could scarcely imagine a 
better concise guide to the Scrolls 
than John Collins’s The Dead Sea 
Scrolls: A Biography. Collins, who 
teaches at Yale, writes with clarity 
and liveliness, and throughout his 
account exercises great judicious-
ness, a quality that has not always 
been prominent in discussions of 
this subject.”
—Robert Alter, London Review of 
Books

Since they were fi rst discovered in 
the caves at Qumran in 1947, the 
Dead Sea Scrolls have aroused 
more fascination—and more 
controversy—than perhaps any 
other archaeological fi nd. They 
appear to have been hidden in 
the Judean desert by the Essenes, 
a Jewish sect that existed around 
the time of Jesus, and they con-
tinue to inspire veneration and 
conspiracy theories to this day. 
John Collins tells the story of the 
bitter confl icts that have swirled 
around the scrolls since their 
startling discovery, and sheds 
light on their true signifi cance for 
Jewish and Christian history.
2013. 288 pages. 8 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-14367-5 $24.95 | £16.95

One of Jewish Ideas Daily’s Best Jewish 
Nonfi ction Books for 2012

The Book of Genesis
A Biography
Ronald Hendel
“Ronald Hendel moves easily 
from classic scholarship on the 
life that Genesis lived in its bib-
lical birth family to his personal 
favorites among the biblical 
book’s innumerable afterlives: 
Rashi and Luther, of course, but 
also Rabelais, Kafka, and Naguib 
Mahfouz—a lively lot of lives, 
in short, with something for 
everyone.”
—Jack Miles, author of God: A 
Biography

“This is an illuminating account, 
broad in historical scope and rich 
in interdisciplinary perspective, 
of the varied life that the book of 
Genesis has lived through almost 
three millennia. The writing is lucid 
and engaging, and the story of 
the multifarious receptions of this 
seminal text is deeply instructive.”
—Robert Alter, author of The Art 
of Biblical Narrative and The Art of 
Biblical Poetry
2012. 304 pages. 7 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-14012-4 $24.95 | £16.95

Connect with us on Twitter @ PrincetonUPress 
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Forthcoming
Skies of Parchment, 
Seas of Ink
Jewish Illuminated 
Manuscripts
Edited by Marc Michael 
Epstein
With contributions by Eva 
Frojmovic, Jenna Siman
Jacobs, Hartley Lachter, 
Shalom Sabar, Raymond P. 
Scheindlin, Ágnes Vető, Susan 
Vick & Barbara Wolff 

“There is simply no other book 
like this. Enlightening, accessible, 
and superbly written in a clear 
and jargon-free style, it makes a 
much-needed contribution to our 
knowledge of Jewish visual and 
literary cultures. It will no doubt 
be a coveted volume.”
—Maya Balakirsky Katz, Touro 
College

Skies of Parchment, Seas of Ink off ers 
the fi rst full survey of Jewish illumi-
nated manuscripts, ranging from 
their origins in the Middle Ages to 
the present day. Featuring some 
of the most beautiful examples of 
Jewish art of all time—including 
hand-illustrated versions of the 
Bible, the Haggadah, the prayer 
book, marriage documents, and 
other beloved Jewish texts—the 
book introduces readers to the 
history of these manuscripts and 
their interpretation.  
May 2015. 288 pages. 278 color illus.
11 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16524-0 $60.00 | £41.95

Forthcoming
Leaving the Jewish Fold
Conversion and Radical 
Assimilation in Modern Jewish 
History
Todd M. Endelman
“Covering all of Europe and the 
United States, and drawing on a 
massive body of sources, Leaving 
the Jewish Fold is a pioneering work 
on a topic of great signifi cance—
Jews who converted or radically 
assimilated away from Judaism. It 
will be the defi nitive book on the 
subject and essential reading for 
scholars and advanced students of 
modern Jewish history.”
—Derek J. Penslar, University of 
Toronto and University of Oxford

“This original and important 
book is the fi rst to broadly 
investigate conversion and radical 
assimilation in modern Jewish 
history. Delving into Jewish his-
tory and historiography from the 
eighteenth century to the near 
present, and the history of Jews in 
the United States and Europe, this 
is an impressive work. It will be 
widely read.”
—David Feldman, Birkbeck, 
University of London

Bringing together extensive 
research across several languages, 
Leaving the Jewish Fold will be the 
essential work on conversion and 
assimilation in modern Jewish 
history for years to come.
March 2015. 440 pages. 1 table.
Cl: 978-0-691-00479-2 $39.50 | £27.95

Erased
Vanishing Traces of Jewish 
Galicia in Present-Day Ukraine
Omer Bartov
“This will be of interest to a great 
many Europeans and probably 
Israelis, as well as American 
readers of travel literature and 
students of the region.”
—Timothy Snyder, author of 
Sketches from a Secret War
2007. 264 pages. 60 halftones. 6 maps.
Cl: 978-0-691-13121-4 $26.95 | £18.95

New Paperback
Winner of the 2012 National Jewish 
Book Award in Scholarship, Jewish Book 
Council
One of Jewish Ideas Daily’s Best Jewish 
Nonfi ction Books for 2012

The Chosen Few
How Education Shaped 
Jewish History, 70–1492
Maristella Botticini &
Zvi Eckstein
“The astonishing theory present-
ed here has great implications for 
both the Jewish community and 
the broader world today.”
—Steven Weiss, Slate

“Enormously enlightening.”
—Shlomo Maital, Jerusalem 
Report
The Princeton Economic History of the Western 
World

2014. 344 pages. 4 line illus. 29 tables.
11 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-16351-2 $19.95 | £13.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14487-0 $39.50 | £27.95

Connect with us on Facebook @ PrincetonUniversityPress 
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The Golden Age Shtetl
A New History of Jewish Life in 
East Europe

Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern
“Petrovsky-Shtern . . . succeeds 
in vividly evoking a Jewish world 
that survived not merely in spite 
of its neighbors but in complex 
collaboration with them. . . . [A] 
moving feat of cultural reclama-
tion and even, in its way, an act of 
quiet heroism.”
—Jonathan Rosen, New York Times 
Book Review

“In a tour de force of archival 
research, Petrovsky-Shtern 
re-creates life in the shtetls in all 
its amazing richness.”
—Foreign Aff airs

The shtetl was home to two-
thirds of East Europe’s Jews in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, yet it has long been 
one of the most neglected and 
misunderstood chapters of the 
Jewish experience. This book 
provides the fi rst grassroots social, 
economic, and cultural history of 
the shtetl. Challenging popular 
misconceptions of the shtetl as an 
isolated, ramshackle Jewish village 
stricken by poverty and pogroms, 
Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern argues 
that, in its heyday from the 1790s 
to the 1840s, the shtetl was a 
thriving Jewish community as 
vibrant as any in Europe.
2014. 448 pages. 50 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16074-0 $29.95 | £19.95

New
Poetic Trespass
Writing between Hebrew and 
Arabic in Israel/Palestine
Lital Levy
“Poetic Trespass is one of the most 
important studies of contemporary 
Hebrew literature in recent years. 
Focusing on how a variety of writ-
ers in Israel/Palestine transgress 
the lines that separate Hebrew 
and Arabic, Lital Levy’s compelling, 
provocative, and productive book 
enriches our understanding of 
more than a century of literature in 
both these languages. It is bound 
to appeal to scholars across fi elds 
who are interested in Jewish stud-
ies, the history of Israeli-Palestinian 
relations, and the history of the 
Middle East.”
—Amir Eshel, Stanford University

Blending history and literature, 
Poetic Trespass traces the inter-
woven life of Arabic and Hebrew 
in Israel/Palestine from the turn 
of the twentieth century to the 
present, exposing the two lan-
guages’ intimate entanglements 
in contemporary works of prose, 
poetry, fi lm, and visual art by both 
Palestinian and Jewish citizens of 
Israel.
2014. 336 pages. 9 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16248-5 $39.95 | £27.95

New Paperback
With a new introduction by 
Mark R. Cohen
The Jews of Islam
Bernard Lewis
“As we might expect from the fore-
most and most prolifi c of today’s 
Orientalists . . . The Jews of Islam is 
an elegant and masterly survey.”
—Alain Silvera, New York Times 
Book Review

“Lewis refuses . . . simplistic 
approaches and tries to explain the 
complex and often contradictory 
history of Jewish-Muslim relations 
over fourteen hundred years. He 
does this in prose that combines 
eloquence, dispassion, and wit.”
—Norman A. Stillman, New York 
Review of Books
Princeton Classics

2014. 296 pages. 21 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16087-0 $22.95 | £15.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2002

Music of a Distant Drum
Classical Arabic, Persian, 
Turkish, and Hebrew Poems
Translated and Introduced 
by Bernard Lewis
2011. 232 pages. 23 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-15010-9 $17.95 | £12.50

Connect with us on Google+ @ Princeton University Press
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Sin
The Early History of an Idea
Paula Fredriksen
“An erudite study.”
—Library Journal

“Incisive and pellucid.”
—Robert A. Segal, Times Higher 
Education

Ancient Christians invoked sin to 
account for an astonishing range of 
things, from the death of God’s son 
to the politics of the Roman Empire 
that worshipped him. In this book, 
award-winning historian of religion 
Paula Fredriksen tells the surprising 
story of early Christian concepts 
of sin, exploring the ways that sin 
came to shape ideas about God no 
less than about humanity.
2014. 220 pages. 4 halftones. 1 line illus.
Pa: 978-0-691-16090-0 $16.95 | £11.95
Cl: 978-0-691-12890-0 $24.95 | £16.95

The Jewish Jesus
How Judaism and Christianity 
Shaped Each Other
Peter Schäfer
“Provocative. . . . This volume’s 
presentation is erudite yet ac-
cessible. The arguments against 
scholars with other views are 
especially robust and forthright.”
—Choice
2014. 368 pages. 5 halftones. 1 table.
Pa: 978-0-691-16095-5 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15390-2 $37.50 | £26.95

Jesus in the Talmud
Peter Schäfer
“[Schäfer’s] great scholarship now 
provides Jews and Christians 
interested in developing a new 
and better relationship with a 
way to work through many of the 
hateful things that we have said 
about each other in the past. . . . 
The sources that Schäfer adduces 
are virulent and dangerous, but 
his analysis of them leaves one 
unexpectedly full of hope.”
—David Novak, New Republic
2009. 232 pages. 1 halftone.
Pa: 978-0-691-14318-7 $26.95 | £18.95

The Origins of Jewish 
Mysticism
Peter Schäfer
“The Origins of Jewish Mysticism 
is the culmination of a lifetime 
of scholarship by one of the 
most important fi gures in the 
fi eld. Full of fresh and convincing 
interpretations, it is among the 
most signifi cant works on Jewish 
mysticism to appear in decades. 
Peter Schäfer is an original 
thinker.”
—Philip Alexander, University of 
Manchester
2011. 416 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-14215-9 $42.00 | £28.95

Jews and the Military
A History
Derek J. Penslar 
“Penslar off ers a deep perspective
. . . he enlivens his study with 
literary references and a 
wide-ranging history that off ers 
revelations on nationalism, 
empire, and identity.”
—Anna Altman, New York Times 
Book Review

“Many [Jewish Historians] will no 
doubt be tantalized into pursuing 
the innumerable fascinating 
leads that Penslar provides.”
—Allan Arkush, Jewish Review of 
Books
2013. 376 pages. 17 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-13887-9 $29.95 | £19.95

Winner of the 2010 National Jewish 
Book Award in American Jewish Studies, 
Jewish Book Council
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2011

The Rebbe
The Life and Afterlife 
of Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson
Samuel Heilman & 
Menachem Friedman
“[A]n outstanding biography. . . .
This well-written presentation, 
based on exhaustive scholarship, 
will stand as the defi nitive 
statement.”
—Publishers Weekly
2012. 384 pages. 25 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-15442-8 $19.95 | £13.95
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Co-Winner of the 2012 Salo Baron Book 
Prize, American Academy for Jewish 
Research
Finalist, 2012 National Jewish Book 
Award in History, Jewish Book Council

The First Modern Jew
Spinoza and the History of 
an Image
Daniel B. Schwartz
“We have long needed a thor-
ough and careful study of the 
various ways in which Spinoza 
has been appropriated by Jewish 
causes and movements. Daniel 
Schwartz’s welcome book takes a 
close look for the fi rst time at what 
the author calls ‘the rehabilitation 
of Spinoza in Jewish culture.’”
—Steven Nadler, Times Literary 
Supplement
2013. 288 pages. 10 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16214-0 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14291-3 $42.00 | £28.95

History Lessons
The Creation of American 
Jewish Heritage
Beth S. Wenger
“Without reaffi  rming or criticizing 
these tenets of the American Jew-
ish heritage, Wenger thoroughly 
and engagingly tells the story of 
their origin and evolution.”
—Jewish Review of Books
2012. 296 pages. 30 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-15614-9 $26.95 | £18.95

A Short History of
the Jews
Michael Brenner
Translated by Jeremiah Riemer

“In this concise but all-
encompassing account of the 
Jews, Brenner . . . does a remark-
able job of escorting readers 
from the biblical narrative of 
Abraham’s journey from Ur and 
idolatry through the treacherous, 
monotheistic course of Jewish 
history, concluding with modern-
day Israeli society.”
—Publishers Weekly Religion Book 
Line
2012. 440 pages. 92 halftones. 1 table. 5 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-15497-8 $24.95 | £16.95

Winner of the 2010 National Jewish Book 
Award in History, Jewish Book Council

Early Modern Jewry
A New Cultural History
David B. Ruderman
“Ruderman’s provocative thesis 
marks a scholarly watershed. 
It reopens and complicates 
the question of when modern 
Jewish history began.”
—Lawrence Grossman, Forward
2011. 344  pages. 5 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-15288-2 $20.95 | £14.95

Capitalism and the Jews
Jerry Z. Muller
“[P]rovocative and accessible. . . . 
While this book is ostensibly 
about ‘the Jews,’ Muller’s most 
chilling insights are about their 
enemies, and the creative, almost 
supernatural, malleability of 
anti-Semitism itself.”
—Catherine Rampell, New York 
Times Book Review
2011. 280 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-15306-3 $19.95 | £13.95

Were the Jews a 
Mediterranean Society?
Reciprocity and Solidarity in 
Ancient Judaism
Seth Schwartz
“Schwartz has a cogent voice 
worthy of profound attention in 
any dialogue concerning Jewish 
relations with the Hellenistic-
Roman world.”
—Choice
2012. 224 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-15543-2 $22.95 | £15.95

Winner of the 2001 National Jewish Book 
Award, Scholarly Category, Jewish Book 
Council

Imperialism and Jewish 
Society
200 B.C.E. to 640 C.E.
Seth Schwartz
2004. 336 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-11781-2 $37.50 | £26.95

Winner of the 2001 Koret Jewish Book 
Award for History, Koret Foundation and 
National Foundation for Jewish Culture
Finalist, 2000 National Jewish Book Award 
for Scholarship, Jewish Book Council

Jewish Enlightenment 
in an English Key
Anglo-Jewry’s Construction 
of Modern Jewish Thought
David B. Ruderman
“This is a good and important 
book.”
—Eugene C. Black, American 
Historical Review
2012. 280 pages. 22 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-15551-7 $25.95 | £17.95
Cl: 978-0-691-04883-3 $78.50 | £55.00
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New
Defi ning Neighbors
Religion, Race, and the Early 
Zionist-Arab Encounter
Jonathan Marc Gribetz
 “In this meticulously researched 
book, Gribetz off ers a fresh look at 
early relations between Zionists 
and Arabs in Palestine. Examining 
what he terms their ‘textual 
conversation,’ he highlights the role 
of religion and race in the develop-
ment of mutual perceptions. The 
British used religion to separate 
the communities; race could have 
served to break down barriers of 
identity. Gribetz reminds us that 
the way people understand each 
other is not fi xed or immutable.”
—Ambassador (Ret.) Daniel 
Kurtzer, Princeton University

“This book is a truly extraordinary 
scholarly accomplishment. From 
this point forward, anybody who 
wants to understand the origins 
of the Arab-Israeli confl ict will 
not be able to do so without 
consulting Gribetz’s work.”
—Israel Gershoni, Tel Aviv 
University
2014. 296 pages. 4 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-15950-8 $35.00 | £24.95

The Bible in Arabic
The Scriptures of the 
“People of the Book” in the 
Language of Islam
Sidney H. Griffi  th
“[M]eticulous but eminently 
lucid.”
—Eric Ormsby, Literary Review

“Griffi  th off ers an exhaustive yet 
engaging discussion of the histo-
ry of translations of the Bible.”
—Choice

“The Bible in Arabic represents the 
work of a scholar at the height 
of his powers. . . . [It] will surely 
become a standard in the fi eld.”
—Stephen Davis, Yale University
2013. 272 pages. 6 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-15082-6 $29.95 | £19.95

Cultural Exchange
Jews, Christians, and Art in 
the Medieval Marketplace
Joseph Shatzmiller
“This important and creative book 
brings fresh information and 
insights to bear on fundamental 
issues of cross-cultural interaction.”
—William Chester Jordan, 
Princeton University
2013. 208 pages. 29 halftones. 1 line illus.
Cl: 978-0-691-15699-6 $35.00 | £24.95

Jews, Christians, and Muslims is a series intended to capture the increasingly sophisticated attention paid 
by scholars in recent decades to the historical relations—political, social, intellectual, and cultural—among 
these three groups. Some of the studies will focus on just two groups, others on all three. The editors 
hope to publish innovative and broadranging scholarship that will address a wide array of issues, such 
as political and economic confl ict, religious, intellectual and social interactions, and mutual infl uences in 
ritual, liturgy, imagery, symbols, literature, law, family, and other spheres. The series will include work from 
Late Antiquity through the eighteenth century and is meant to be broadly historical. Submission of manu-
scripts that fruitfully incorporate methods and insights from other disciplines, including but not limited to 
law, religion, literary studies, anthropology, art history, and sociology, is encouraged.

Maimonides in His 
World
Portrait of a Mediterranean 
Thinker
Sarah Stroumsa
“Stroumsa considerably broadens 
our understanding of Maimon-
ides’s Graeco-Arabic sources. . . . 
She challenges scholars of Jewish 
and Muslim thought to look 
beyond the artifi cial confi nes of 
their disciplines.”
—Carlos Fraenkel, Times Literary 
Supplement
2011. 248 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-15252-3 $25.95 | £17.95

Michael Cook, William Chester Jordan & Peter Schäfer, Series Editors
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Before and After 
Muḥammad
The First Millennium Refocused
Garth Fowden
“Fowden presents a powerful and 
compelling new model for an 
integrated view of late antique and 
early medieval Christian, Jewish, 
and Muslim history that replaces 
traditional distinctions between 
East and West. Before and After
Muḥammad  is an ambitious book, 
one that has the potential to shift 
fundamental paradigms.”
—Anthony Kaldellis, Ohio State 
University
2014. 248 pages. 2 maps.
Cl: 978-0-691-15853-2 $35.00 | £24.95

Finalist, 2012 Best First Book in the 
History of Religions Award, American 
Academy of Religion

The Scandal of Kabbalah
Leon Modena, Jewish 
Mysticism, Early Modern Venice
Yaacob Dweck
“Yaacob Dweck makes a serious 
contribution to scholarship on 
Leon Modena, to Jewish intellec-
tual history of the early modern 
period, and to the history of the 
Hebrew book.”
—Elisheva Carlebach, Columbia 
University
2011. 296 pages. 12 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16215-7 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14508-2 $37.50 | £26.95

Finalist, 2005 National Jewish Book 
Award in History, Jewish Book Council

A Jewish Renaissance in 
Fifteenth-Century Spain
Mark D. Meyerson
“In his eloquent style, [Meyerson] 
highlights the complex inner 
workings of a multicultural 
society such as that of medieval 
Morvedre, and presents a new 
methodology that other Hispan-
ists should apply to their studies.”
—Choice
2010. 296 pages. 7 halftones. 3 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-14659-1 $28.95 | £19.95

Tradition and the 
Formation of the 
Talmud
Moulie Vidas
“This book is an original and 
valuable contribution to the 
understanding of the Talmud and 
its making.”
—Moshe Halbertal, New York 
University School of Law and 
Hebrew University
2014. 256 pages. 4 tables.
Cl: 978-0-691-15486-2 $35.00 | £24.95

One of the Outstanding Reference 
Sources for 2014, Reference and User 
Services Association, American Library 
Association

A History of Jewish-
Muslim Relations
From the Origins to the 
Present Day
Edited by Abdelwahab 
Meddeb & Benjamin Stora
This is the fi rst encyclopedic guide 
to the history of relations between 
Jews and Muslims around the 
world from the birth of Islam to 
today. Richly illustrated and beau-
tifully produced, the book features 
more than 150 authoritative and 
accessible articles by an interna-
tional team of leading experts in 
history, politics, literature, anthro-
pology, and philosophy.
2013. 1152 pages. 203 color illus. 49 
halftones. 7 maps.
Cl: 978-0-691-15127-4 $75.00 | £52.00

Muslims and Jews in 
France
History of a Confl ict
Maud S. Mandel
“Mandel deftly analyzes the po-
larization of positions concerning 
Muslims and Jews in France while 
giving a dramatic example of how 
social reality and language may 
themselves confl ict. As she points 
out, social violence between the 
two groups has been rare, while 
the increasing polarization of 
discourse has proceeded apace. 
Sure to raise some hackles, her 
book is a provocative must-read.”
—Nancy L. Green, École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales, Paris
2014. 272 pages. 1 map.
Cl: 978-0-691-12581-7 $35.00 | £24.95



The Digital Einstein Project will compile 
all of Albert Einstein’s writings and 
correspondence from the fi rst half 
of his life in a freely accessible digital 
collection. The project will include 
links to the Einstein Archives Online 
(http://www.alberteinstein.info/), where 
there are thousands of high-quality 
digital images of Einstein’s writings. 
The text will be searchable, and users 
will be able to easily switch between 
the documentary edition, where texts 

are reproduced in the language in which they were originally written, and the English translation 
supplement. Available online December 2014.

The Collected Papers of Albert Einstein is one of the most ambitious publishing ventures ever 
undertaken in the documentation of the history of science.  For more information, visit
http://press.princeton.edu/catalogs/.series/cpe.html
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the documentary edition, where texts 
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One of Scientifi c American’s Best 2013 
Books for the Physics Fan
One of Science Friday’s Science Book Picks 
for 2013
Shortlisted for the 2014 Phi Beta Kappa 
Book Award in Science

Einstein and the 
Quantum
The Quest of the Valiant 
Swabian
A. Douglas Stone 
“This engaging book shows that 
Einstein spent more of his career 
on quantum physics than on 
relativity theory and was deeply 
involved in discussions that 
shaped current understanding 
of the subject. . . .  Anyone with 
an interest in the subject, from 
scholars to laypersons, can read 
and enjoy this book.”
—Choice
2013. 344 pages. 18 halftones. 5 line illus.
Cl: 978-0-691-13968-5 $29.95 | £19.95

With a foreword by
Freeman Dyson
The Ultimate
Quotable Einstein
Collected and edited by 
Alice Calaprice
“All of us who lack Einstein’s 
intellectual and spiritual gifts owe 
a debt of gratitude to Princeton 
University Press for having human-
ized him in this innovative way.”
—Timothy Ferris, New York Times 
Book Review
2013. 608 pages. 27 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16014-6 $16.95 | £11.95
Cl: 978-0-691-13817-6 $24.95 | £16.95

With a new foreword by
Ze’ev Rosenkranz
Albert Einstein, The 
Human Side
Glimpses from His Archives
Albert Einstein
Edited by Helen Dukas &
Banesh Hoff mann

“A fresh and delicious little 
anthology. . . . These varied, pen-
etrating, warm and open remarks 
to queens and schoolchildren, 
friends and antagonists, philos-
ophers and sophomores have 
been sensitively chosen by two 
old friends of Einstein’s.”
—Scientifi c American
2013. 184 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16023-8 $16.95 | £11.95

ANNOUNCING THE DIGITAL EINSTEIN



Forthcoming
The Physicist and the 
Philosopher
Einstein, Bergson, and the 
Debate That Changed Our 
Understanding of Time
Jimena Canales
“This exciting, hugely interesting 
book opens out from a short but 
critical encounter between the 
philosopher Henri Bergson and the 
physicist Albert Einstein to consider 
their philosophies and the eff ects of 
their argument on the modern idea 
of time. Canales turns what is at fi rst 
sight a limited debate into a major 
transatlantic encounter of profound 
implications. Well-researched, 
well-argued, and elegant, The Physi-
cist and the Philosopher is a fi rst-rate 
work of scholarship.”
—Stefanos Geroulanos, New York 
University
June 2015. 464 pages. 
Cl: 978-0-691-16534-9 $35.00 | £24.95
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Forthcoming
With a foreword by John Stachel 
The Road to Relativity
The History and Meaning of 
Einstein’s “The Foundation of 
General Relativity”
Featuring the Original 
Manuscript of Einstein’s 
Masterpiece
Hanoch Gutfreund & 
Jürgen Renn
“The facsimile reproduction of 
Einstein’s manuscript is wonderful 
to behold, and Gutfreund and 
Renn have done a superb job of 
guiding nonspecialists through 
Einstein’s argument and placing 
the work in a broader intellectual 
and historical context.”
—David Kaiser, author of How 
the Hippies Saved Physics: Science, 
Counterculture, and the Quantum 
Revival
May 2015. 272 pages. 100 halftones.
41 line illus.
Cl: 978-0-691-16253-9 $35.00 | £24.95

Forthcoming
100th Anniversary Edition
Relativity
The Special and the General 
Theory
Albert Einstein
Edited by Hanoch Gutfreund & 
Jürgen Renn

After completing the fi nal version 
of his general theory of relativity 
in November 1915, Albert Einstein 
wrote a book about relativity for a 
popular audience. His intention was 
“to give an exact insight into the 
theory of relativity to those readers 
who, from a general scientifi c and 
philosophical point of view, are 
interested in the theory, but who are 
not conversant with the mathemati-
cal apparatus of theoretical physics.” 
The book remains one of the most 
lucid explanations of the special and 
general theories ever written. In the 
early 1920s alone, it was translated 
into ten diff erent languages, and 
fi fteen editions in the original 
German appeared over the course of 
Einstein’s lifetime.
July 2015. 312 pages. 14 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16633-9 $26.95 | £18.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2007

Einstein on Politics
His Private Thoughts 
and Public Stands on 
Nationalism, Zionism, War, 
Peace, and the Bomb
Edited by David E. Rowe & 
Robert Schulmann
“A goldmine for readers interest-
ed in Einstein.”
—Yaron Ezrahi, Nature
2013. 576 pages. 24 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16020-7 $19.95 | £13.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2012

Einstein Before Israel
Zionist Icon or Iconoclast?
Ze’ev Rosenkranz
“Few individuals can be as quali-
fi ed to write about the outlook on 
the world of Albert Einstein—the 
man rather than the scientist—as 
Rosenkranz.”
—Choice
2011. 368 pages. 25 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-14412-2 $42.00 | £28.95



Dictionary of 
Untranslatables
A Philosophical Lexicon
Edited by Barbara Cassin
Translation edited by Emily 
Apter, Jacques Lezra &
Michael Wood

“[T]his is a considerable and en-
tertaining book, full of odd words 
beautifully, at times owlishly, 
annotated.”
—Adam Gopnik, New Yorker
Translation/Transnation

2014. 1344 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-13870-1 $65.00 | £44.95

Philology
The Forgotten Origins of the 
Modern Humanities
James Turner
“James Turner’s book on 
‘philology’ must be the most 
wide-ranging work of intellectual 
history for many years.”
—Tom Shippey, Wall Street 
Journal
2014. 576 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-14564-8 $35.00 | £24.95

12  OF RELATED INTEREST 

New
Masters of Fire 
Copper Age Art from Israel 
Edited by Michael 
Sebbane, Osnat Misch-
Brandl & Daniel M. Master
The catalogue for the exciting 
exhibition at New York University’s 
Institute for the Study of the 
Ancient World, Masters of Fire pres-
ents a comprehensive overview of 
the little-known yet extraordinary 
Chalcolithic culture, which existed 
in the southern Levant from 
4500–3600 BCE.
A copublication with the Institute for the Study 
of the Ancient World at New York University

2014. 184 pages. 212 color illus. 2 halftones. 
7 line illus.
Cl: 978-0-691-16286-7 $49.95 | £34.95

New Paperback
One of BloombergBusinessweek’s Best 
Books of 2013
One of the Guardian’s Best Books of 2013
One of Financial Times Alphachat’s Econ 
Books of the Year for 2013
Honorable Mention, 2013 PROSE Award 
in Biography and Autobiography, 
Association of American Publishers

Worldly Philosopher
The Odyssey of
Albert O. Hirschman
Jeremy Adelman
“A biography worthy of the 
man. Adelman brilliantly and 
beautifully brings Hirschman to 
life, giving us an unforgettable 
portrait of one of the twentieth 
century’s most extraordinary 
intellectuals. . . . [M]agnifi cent.”
—Malcolm Gladwell, New Yorker

“A massive, erudite biography.”
—Roger Lowenstein, Wall Street 
Journal
2014. 760 pages. 39 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16349-9 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15567-8 $39.95 | £27.95

Winner of the 2013 Jacques Barzun 
Prize in Cultural History, American 
Philosophical Society
Winner of the 2012 R. R. Hawkins Award, 
Association of American Publishers 
Winner of the 2013 Philip Schaff  Prize, 
American Society of Church History
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2013

Through the Eye of a 
Needle
Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and 
the Making of Christianity in 
the West, 350–550 AD
Peter Brown
“Outstanding. . . . Brown lays 
before us a vast panorama of the 
entire culture and society of the 
late Roman west.”
—Peter Thornemann, Times 
Literary Supplement
2014. 816 pages. 12 color illus. 8 halftones. 1 
line illus. 4 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-16177-8 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15290-5 $39.95 | £27.95

Forthcoming
Teaching Plato in 
Palestine
Philosophy in a Divided World
Carlos Fraenkel
Foreword by Michael Walzer

“The lively narratives, based 
on the author’s experiences of 
working with various groups 
interested in using philosophical 
tools to clarify their thought and 
action, will engage a wide range 
of readers.” 
—Gary Gutting, University of 

Notre Dame 
June 2015. 304 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-15103-8 $27.95 | £19.95

Read newsworthy and lively commentary on our new blog at blog.press.princeton.edu
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Many of the books in this catalog are now being made available as e-book editions that can be pur-
chased from online booksellers and from the Princeton University Press website at press.princeton.edu.

Announcing The Princeton legacy library
The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest technology to again make available previ-
ously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. 
These editions preserve the original texts of these important books in durable paper-
backs. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich 
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University 
Press since its founding in 1905. For titles in the library visit:  
press.princeton.edu/princeton-legacy-library/
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