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New

What Is Islam?
The Importance of Being Islamic
Shahab Ahmed

“This book seeks to o� er nothing short of a new way of looking at Islam, 
and it succeeds admirably at so doing.”
—Muhammad Qasim Zaman, Princeton University

What is Islam? How do we grasp a human and historical phenomenon 
characterized by such variety and contradiction? What is “Islamic” about 
Islamic philosophy or Islamic art? Should we speak of Islam or of islams? 
Should we distinguish the Islamic (the religious) from the Islamicate (the 
cultural)? Or should we abandon “Islamic” altogether as an analytical term?

In What Is Islam?, Shahab Ahmed presents a bold new conceptualization 
of Islam that challenges dominant understandings grounded in the cate-
gories of  “religion” and “culture” or those that privilege law and scripture. 
He argues that these modes of thinking obstruct us from understanding 
Islam, distorting it, diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent.

What Is Islam? formulates a new conceptual language for analyzing Islam. 
It presents a new paradigm of how Muslims have historically understood 
divine revelation—one that enables us to understand how and why 
Muslims through history have embraced values such as exploration, am-
biguity, aestheticization, polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices 
such as � gural art, music, and even wine drinking as Islamic. It also puts 
forward a new understanding of the historical constitution of Islamic law 
and its relationship to philosophical ethics and political theory.

A book that is certain to provoke debate and signi� cantly alter our 
understanding of Islam, What Is Islam? reveals how Muslims have histori-
cally conceived of and lived with Islam as norms and truths that are at 
once contradictory yet coherent.
2015. 632 pages. 12 halftones. 1 map.
Cl: 978-0-691-16418-2 $39.50 | £27.95
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Read newsworthy and lively 
commentary on our blog at 
blog.press.princeton.edu

New Edition
Arab Nationalism in the 
Twentieth Century 
From Triumph to Despair 
Adeed Dawisha 
With a new chapter on the 
twenty-� rst-century Arab 
world

“A timely, illuminating and highly 
readable overview of the history 
of the Arab national movement, 
from its origins in the 19th century 
to the present. . . . [The book] not 
only brings events alive, but also 
leads to fresh assessments and a 
better-informed understanding of 
the politics of one of the world’s 
most volatile and violent regions.”
—Avi Shlaim, Guardian

In this elegantly narrated and 
richly documented book, Adeed 
Dawisha brings the majesty of 
Arab nationalism to life through 
a sweeping historical account of 
its dramatic rise and fall. Tracing 
the ideology’s passage from the 
collapse of the Ottoman Empire 
through its triumphant ascen-
dancy, and mortal blow, Dawisha 
argues that Arab nationalism 
blossomed only in the 1950s and 
1960s under the leadership of 
Egypt’s Gamal ‘Abd al-Nasir. Draw-
ing on Western sources, as well as 
an unprecedented wealth of Arab 
political memoirs and studies, 
Dawisha infuses his work with rare 
personal insight and extraordinary 
historical breadth.
2016. 352 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16915-6 $24.95 | £16.95

New
The Love of Strangers
What Six Muslim Students 
Learned in Jane Austen’s 
London
Nile Green

“Nile Green is one of our � nest 
global historians. In this wonder-
fully insightful and entertaining 
book, his remarkable narrative 
skills are on full display as he 
illuminates the cross-cultural 
encounters of a group of Iranian 
students abroad in early-nine-
teenth-century London.”
—Pankaj Mishra, author of 
From the Ruins of Empire

In July 1815, six Iranian students 
arrived in London under the 
escort of their chaperone, Captain 
Joseph D’Arcy. Their mission was 
to master the modern sciences 
behind the rapid rise of Europe. 
Over the next four years, they 
lived both the low life and high 
life of Regency London, from 
being down and out after their 
abandonment by D’Arcy to charm-
ing their way into society and 
landing on the gossip pages. The 
Love of Strangers tells the story of 
their search for love and learning 
in Jane Austen’s England.
2015. 416 pages. 31 halftones. 3 maps.
Cl: 978-0-691-16832-6 $35.00 | £24.95

Also by Adeed Dawisha
Iraq
A Political History
With a new afterword by 
the author on political 
developments since the 
2010 Iraqi elections

“We are fortunate to have schol-
ars, such as Adeed Dawisha, who 
continue to grapple with Iraq’s 
political complexities. . . . A highly 
accessible and insightful work on 
one of the most important and 
complex countries in the Middle 
East.”
—Eric Davis, Middle East Journal

“A � ne . . . study of abortive state 
building.”
—L. Carl Brown, Foreign A� airs

The story of a fragile and socially 
fractured Iraq did not begin with 
the American-led invasion of 
2003—it is as old as Iraq itself. In 
this superb political history, Adeed 
Dawisha traces the history of the 
Iraqi state from its inception in 
1921, following the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire, to the present 
day. Featuring Dawisha’s insightful 
new afterword on recent political 
developments, Iraq is required 
reading for anyone seeking to 
make sense of what’s going on in 
Iraq today, and why it has been so 
di�  cult to create a viable govern-
ment there.
2013. 408 pages. 4 tables.
Pa: 978-0-691-15793-1 $24.95 | £16.95
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Now Available in Paperback
Europe and the 
Islamic World
A History
John Tolan, Gilles Veinstein & 
Henry Laurens
With a foreword by 
John L. Esposito

“[A]n important contribution to 
an ever more urgent debate. . . . 
[C]hallenges the very notion that 
humanity can be divided into 
separate ‘civilisations’, however bit-
ter at times the con� ict between 
them.”
—Jonathan Harris, History Today

Europe and the Islamic World sheds 
much-needed light on the shared 
roots of Islamic and Western 
cultures and on the richness of 
their inextricably intertwined 
histories, refuting once and for 
all the misguided notion of a 
“clash of civilizations” between 
the Muslim world and Europe. 
In this landmark book, three 
eminent historians bring to life the 
complex and tumultuous relations 
between Genoans and Tunisians, 
Alexandrians and the people of 
Constantinople, Catalans and 
Maghrebis—the myriad groups 
and individuals whose stories 
re� ect the common cultural, intel-
lectual, and religious heritage of 
Europe and Islam.
2015. 488 pages. 7 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16857-9 $29.95 | £19.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14705-5 $43.95 | £29.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2013

New Paperback
The Muqaddimah
An Introduction to History
Ibn Khaldûn
Translated and introduced by 
Franz Rosenthal
Abridged and edited by 
N. J. Dawood 
With an introduction by 
Bruce B. Lawrence

“Ibn Khaldûn, the great 14th-
century Arab scholar, is the most 
authoritative and most beguiling 
of Arabic polymaths…. His learn-
ing and ideas have an astonish-
ingly modern relevance.”
—Iain Finlayson, Times
Princeton Classics

2015. 512 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16628-5 $24.95 | £16.95

Now Available in Paperback
Managing Egypt’s 
Poor and the Politics of 
Benevolence, 1800–1952
Mine Ener

“One of the � rst detailed social 
histories of charity and philan-
thropy in the Middle East”
— Rehan Jamil, Middle East 
Journal
2015. 232 pages. 6 halftones. 10 line illus.
Pa: 978-0-691-16660-5 $19.95 | £13.95

To receive notices about new 
books, subscribe for email at: 
press.princeton.edu/subscribe

New
ISIS
A Short History
Fawaz A. Gerges

“In the � ood of recent publica-
tions about ISIS, Gerges provides 
a welcome island of thoroughly 
researched analysis by a major 
authority on extremist Muslim 
movements.”
—John Voll, professor emeritus, 
Georgetown University

The Islamic State has stunned the 
world with its savagery, destruc-
tiveness, and military and recruit-
ing successes. What explains 
the rise of ISIS and what does 
it portend for the future of the 
Middle East? In this book, one of 
the world’s leading authorities on 
political Islam and jihadism sheds 
new light on these questions as he 
provides a unique history of the 
rise and growth of ISIS. Moving 
beyond journalistic accounts, 
Fawaz Gerges provides a clear and 
compelling account of the deeper 
conditions that fuel ISIS.

An authoritative introduction 
to arguably the most important 
con� ict in the world today, this 
is an essential book for anyone 
seeking a deeper understanding 
of the social turmoil and political 
violence ravaging the Arab-Islamic 
world.
2016. 296 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-17000-8 $27.95 | £19.95
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Now Available in Paperback
Nasser’s Gamble
How Intervention in Yemen 
Caused the Six-Day War and 
the Decline of Egyptian Power
Jesse Ferris

“[A] precise and deeply researched 
analysis of the con� ict.”
—Richard Phelps, International 
A� airs

“In masterly fashion, Ferris ex-
plains the consequences of those 
adventures for Egypt, inter-Arab 
relations, the Middle East, and the 
broad lines of its future develop-
ment.”
—David Sultan, Israel Journal of 
Foreign A� airs

Nasser’s Gamble presents a new 
understanding of Egypt’s disas-
trous � ve-year intervention in 
Yemen, which Egyptian president 
Gamal Abdel Nasser later referred 
to as “my Vietnam.” Jesse Ferris 
argues that Nasser’s attempt to 
export the Egyptian revolution to 
Yemen played a decisive role in 
destabilizing Egypt’s relations with 
the Cold War powers, tarnishing 
its image in the Arab world, ruin-
ing its economy, and driving its 
rulers to instigate the fatal series 
of missteps that led to war with 
Israel in 1967.
2015. 352 pages. 18 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16343-7 $27.95 | £19.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15514-2 $60.00 | £41.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2013
Winner of the 2013 Reuven Chaikin Prize, 
University of Haifa

Now Available in Paperback
Against Massacre
Humanitarian Interventions 
in the Ottoman Empire, 
1815–1914
Davide Rodogno

“Enthusiasm for humanitarian 
interventions in foreign con� icts 
tends to go in waves, as David 
Rodogno demonstrates in this 
erudite and well-researched book.”
—James Pettifer, Journal of 
Ecclesiastical History

“Against Massacre � lls a signi� cant 
lacuna in the vast and growing 
literature on humanitarian inter-
vention.”
—Daniel J. Whelan, American 
Historical Review

Against Massacre looks at the rise 
of humanitarian intervention 
in the nineteenth century, from 
the fall of Napoleon to the First 
World War. Davide Rodogno 
explores the understudied cases 
of European interventions and 
noninterventions in the Ottoman 
Empire and brings a new view to 
this international practice for the 
contemporary era. Against Massa-
cre investigates the varied conse-
quences of European involvement 
in the Ottoman Empire and the 
lessons that can be learned for 
similar actions today.
Human Rights and Crimes against Humanity
Eric D. Weitz, Series Editor

2015. 408 pages. 2 halftones. 5 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-16669-8 $29.95 | £19.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15133-5 $46.00 | £31.95

Now Available in Paperback
Before and After 
Muhammad
The First Millennium 
Refocused
Garth Fowden

“Fowden presents a powerful and 
compelling new model for an 
integrated view of late antique 
and early medieval Christian, 
Jewish, and Muslim history that 
replaces traditional distinctions 
between East and West. Before and 
After Muhammad is an ambitious 
book, one that has the potential 
to shift fundamental paradigms.”
—Anthony Kaldellis, Ohio State 
University

Islam emerged amid � ourishing 
Christian and Jewish cultures, 
yet students of Antiquity and 
the Middle Ages mostly ignore 
it. Despite intensive study of late 
Antiquity over the last � fty years, 
even generous de� nitions of this 
period have reached only the 
eighth century, whereas Islam did 
not mature su�  ciently to compare 
with Christianity or rabbinic Juda-
ism until the tenth century. Before 
and After Muhammad suggests 
a new way of thinking about the 
historical relationship between 
the scriptural monotheisms, 
integrating Islam into European 
and West Asian history.
2015. 248 pages. 2 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-16840-1 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15853-2 $35.00 | £24.95
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Poetic Trespass
Writing between Hebrew and Arabic in Israel/Palestine
Lital Levy

“This is a work of immense accomplishment dedicated to understanding 
what it means to write in two languages about a condition of life that 
is, at once, both shared and separate. . . . Read Poetic Trespass and re� ect 
anew on the ethical and poetic possibilities of a translational dialogue in 
a star-crossed region.”
—Homi Bhabha, Harvard University
2014. 360 pages. 9 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16248-5 $39.95 | £27.95

Winner of the 2014 Salo Baron Prize, American Academy for Jewish Research
Co-Winner of the 2014 Jordan Schnitzer Book Award in Jewish Literature and Linguistics, 
Association for Jewish Studies

New Paperback
Lost Enlightenment
Central Asia’s Golden Age 
from the Arab Conquest to 
Tamerlane
S. Frederick Starr

“Lost Enlightenment brilliantly re-
creates for us the world of Central 
Asia, which for centuries was not 
a backwater but a center of world 
civilization. With a sure mastery 
of the large historical sweep as 
well as an eye for detail, Fred Starr 
has written an important book 
that will be a resource for years to 
come.”
—Francis Fukuyama, author of 
The Origins of Political Order

“A fantastic book.”
—President Ashraf Ghani of 
Afghanistan 
2015. 696 pages. 29 color illus. 48 halftones. 
2 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-16585-1 $22.95 | £15.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15773-3 $39.50 | £27.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2014

Forthcoming
The Arab Imago
A Social History of Portrait 
Photography, 1860–1910 
Stephen Sheehi

“Sheehi’s illuminating discussion 
of indigenous photography in the 
Arab world sheds new and much-
needed light on photography’s 
other histories.” 
—Ali Behdad, author of Camera 
Orientalis

Stephen Sheehi presents a 
groundbreaking new account 
of early photography in the 
Arab world. Featuring extensive 
previously unpublished images, 
The Arab Imago shows how native 
photography played an essential 
role in the creation of modern 
Arab societies in Egypt, Palestine, 
Syria, and Lebanon before the First 
World War.
May 2016. 264 pages. 100 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-15132-8 $45.00 | £30.95

New Paperback
The Transformation of 
the World
A Global History of the 
Nineteenth Century
Jürgen Osterhammel
Translated by Patrick Camiller

“Enthralling. . . . [A] work of prodi-
gious scholarship and astonishing 
authorial stamina . . . it raises the 
study of global history to a new 
level of academic sophistication 
and geographical comprehensive-
ness; it abounds with memorable 
phrases and aphorisms . . . and it 
o�ers wise and original insights.”
—David Cannadine, Financial 
Times
America in the World
Sven Beckert and Jeremi Suri, Series Editors

2015. 1192 pages. 6 tables.
Pa: 978-0-691-16980-4  $29.95 | £19.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14745-1 $39.95 | £27.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2014
One of Marginal Revolution.com’s Best 
Non-Fiction Books of 2014 



press.princeton.edu history • 5

Through the Eye of a Needle
Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the 
West, 350–550 AD
Peter Brown

“It is a privilege to live in an age that could produce such a masterpiece 
of the historical literature.”
—Garry Wills, New York Review of Books
2014. 816 pages. 12 color illus. 8 halftones. 1 line illus. 4 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-16177-8 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15290-5 $39.95 | £27.95

Winner of the 2013 Jacques Barzun Prize in Cultural History, American Philosophical 
Society
Winner of the 2012 R. R. Hawkins Award, Association of American Publishers 
Winner of the 2013 Philip Scha�  Prize, American Society of Church History
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles for 2013

The Jews of Islam
Bernard Lewis
With a new introduction by 
Mark R. Cohen

“As we might expect from the 
foremost and most proli� c of 
today’s Orientalists . . . The Jews of 
Islam is an elegant and masterly 
survey.”
—Alain Silvera, New York Times 
Book Review

“Lewis refuses . . . simplistic ap-
proaches and tries to explain the 
complex and often contradictory 
history of Jewish-Muslim relations 
over fourteen hundred years. He 
does this in prose that combines 
eloquence, dispassion, and wit.”
—Norman A. Stillman, New York 
Review of Books
Princeton Classics

2014. 288 pages. 21 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16087-0 $22.95 | £15.95

Atatürk
An Intellectual Biography
M. Şükrü Hanioğlu

“A signi� cant achievement, and 
indispensable for anyone seeking 
to understand the roots of mod-
ern Turkey.”
—Times Higher Education

“The de� nitive biography of 
Atatürk and an instant classic.”
—Digest of Middle East Studies

When Mustafa Kemal Atatürk be-
came the � rst president of Turkey 
in 1923, he set about transforming 
his country into a secular republic 
where nationalism sancti� ed by 
science—and by the personal-
ity cult Atatürk created around 
himself—would reign supreme 
as the new religion. This book 
provides the � rst in-depth look at 
the intellectual life of the Turkish 
Republic’s founder.
2013. 296 pages. 16 halftones. 4 tables.
Pa: 978-0-691-15794-8 $19.95 | £13.95

The Young Turks’ Crime 
against Humanity
The Armenian Genocide 
and Ethnic Cleansing in the 
Ottoman Empire
Taner Akçam

“The fact that a Turkish historian 
with access to the Ottoman ar-
chives has written this book is of 
immeasurable signi� cance.”
—John Waterbury, Foreign A� airs

“Akçam[‘s] intellectual courage 
is beyond question. . . . This 
dispassionate, scholarly study is a 
valuable contribution.”
—Delphine Strauss, Financial 
Times
Human Rights and Crimes against Humanity
Eric D. Weitz, Series Editor

2013. 528 pages. 5 halftones. 3 tables. 5 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-15956-0 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15333-9 $46.00 | £31.95

Co-Winner of the 2013 Albert Hourani 
Book Award, Middle East Studies 
Association
One of ForeignA� airs.com’s Best Books of 
2012 on the Middle East
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New
Righteous Transgressions
Women’s Activism on the 
Israeli and Palestinian 
Religious Right
Lihi Ben Shitrit

“Using a dynamic fusion of 
political theory and anthropo-
logical method, Lihi Ben Shitrit 
illuminates the increasing and 
unpredictable role of conservative 
religious women in contemporary 
politics. Her succinct and powerful 
text re� ects the courage, insight, 
and tact needed to conduct this 
extraordinary research.”
—Ann Braude, Harvard Divinity 
School
2015. 304 pages. 10 halftones. 4 tables.
Pa: 978-0-691-16457-1 $22.95 | £15.95
Cl: 978-0-691-16456-4 $70.00 | £48.95

New
Being German, Becoming 
Muslim
Race, Religion, and Conversion 
in the New Europe
Esra Özyürek

“[A] fascinating exploration of the 
dynamics of Islam in contempo-
rary Germany, seen through the 
prism of its capital, Berlin.”
—Ursula King, Times Higher 
Education
2014. 192 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16279-9 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-16278-2 $55.00 | £37.95

Muslim Nationalism and 
the New Turks
Jenny White
With a new afterword by 
the author

“Even for those already familiar 
with contemporary Turkey, this 
sometimes disturbing book will 
be an eye opener.”
—John Waterbury, Foreign A� airs
2014. 288 pages. 13 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16192-1 $24.95 | £16.95

One of ForeignA� airs.com’s Best 
International Relations Books on the 
Middle East for 2012

Hezbollah
A Short History
Augustus Richard Norton
With a new prologue and 
afterword by the author

“[Norton’s] lucid primer is the � rst 
serious reappraisal of the radical 
Shiite group since [the 2006] war 
shattered six years of relative calm 
on one of the world’s most volatile 
frontiers.”
—Jonathan Finer, Washington Post 
Book World
2014. 248 pages. 11 halftones. 1 table. 2 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-16081-8 $15.95 | £10.95

New
Of Sand or Soil
Genealogy and Tribal 
Belonging in Saudi Arabia
Nadav Samin

“[T]he most in-depth and serious 
work on the politics of history and 
identity in Saudi Arabia, perhaps 
the most opaque country in the 
Arab world.”
—Bernard Haykel, Princeton 
University
2015. 304 pages. 15 halftones. 1 map.
Cl: 978-0-691-16444-1 $39.50 | £27.95

New
The Sunni Tragedy in the 
Middle East
Northern Lebanon from 
al-Qaeda to ISIS
Bernard Rougier

“Rougier’s impeccable scholarship 
and profound knowledge of the 
Arabic-language sources guided 
his watershed � eldwork in the 
Sunni Levant years before the 
rise of the self-proclaimed Islamic 
State. There is no better reading 
than this milestone book to deci-
pher what is presently at stake in 
the devastating wave of jihadism 
we are witnessing today.”
—Gilles Kepel, Sciences Po, Paris

“[A] truly original contribution to 
the study of the modern Middle 
East.”
—Roger Owen, author of The Rise 
and Fall of Arab Presidents for Life
2015. 288 pages. 1 line illus. 5 maps.
Cl: 978-0-691-17001-5 $35.00 | £24.95

Read newsworthy and lively 
commentary on our blog at 
blog.press.princeton.edu
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Leisurely Islam
Negotiating Geography and 
Morality in Shi‘ite South Beirut
Lara Deeb & Mona Harb

“This outstanding ethnography 
of contemporary urban Middle 
Eastern life focuses on Hezbollah 
young adults . . . an e� ort of critical 
value to scholars of religion and 
politics as well as anthropologists.”
—Choice
2013. 304 pages. 18 halftones. 5 maps.
Pa: 978-0-691-15366-7 $24.95 | £16.95

One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2014
Winner of the 2014 British-Kuwait 
Friendship Society Book Prize in Middle 
Eastern Studies

An Enchanted Modern
Gender and Public Piety in 
Shi’i Lebanon 
Lara Deeb

“[E]xpansive and eloquent.”
—Anne Bennett, Middle East 
Journal
2006. 288 pages. 18 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-12421-6 $38.95 | £26.95

Hamas and Civil Society 
in Gaza
Engaging the Islamist 
Social Sector
Sara Roy
With a new afterword by 
the author

“[A]n important book, which 
challenges lazy views about the 
Palestinians and highlights how 
they go about securing basic 
services.”
—Economist
2013. 384 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-15967-6 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-12448-3 $43.95 | £29.95

Winner of the 2012 Academic Award, 
Palestine Book Awards, Middle East 
Monitor
Winner of a 2012 British-Kuwait Friendship 
Society Book Prize in Middle Eastern 
Studies
One of Choice’s Top 25 Titles for 2012

Forthcoming
On British Islam
Religion, Law, and Everyday 
Practice in Shari’a Councils
John R. Bowen

On British Islam examines the 
history and everyday workings of 
Islamic institutions in Britain, with 
a focus on shari’a councils. These 
councils concern themselves 
with religious matters, especially 
divorce. They have a higher pro� le 
in Britain than in other Western 
nations. Why? Taking a historical 
and ethnographic look at British 
Islam, John Bowen examines 
how Muslims created distinctive 
religious institutions in Britain 
and how shari’a councils interpret 
and apply Islamic law in a secular 
British context.
April 2016. 288 pages. 4 halftones. 1 table.
Cl: 978-0-691-15854-9 $35.00 | £24.95

New
Soft Force
Women in Egypt’s Islamic 
Awakening
Ellen Anne McLarney

“McLarney focuses in depth on 
the writings of a wide array of 
Egyptian women involved with 
Islamist movements, presenting 
a nuanced and careful reading 
of their religious and political 
thought.”
—Marc Lynch, WashingtonPost.
com’s Monkey Cage blog
2015. 336 pages. 8 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-15849-5 $27.95 | £19.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15848-8 $70.00 | £48.95

New
Young Islam
The New Politics of Religion in 
Morocco and the Arab World
Avi Max Spiegel

“Finally, an examination of Islam-
ism that eschews the abstract 
generalizations and simple 
dichotomies that plague our con-
versations about political Islam. . . . 
Spiegel provides a fascinating 
glimpse into the future of the 
Middle East.”
—Reza Aslan, author of No god but 
God and Zealot
2015. 264 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-15984-3 $29.95 | £19.95

Dale F. Eickelman & Augustus Richard Norton, series editors
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New
Confronting Political Islam 
Six Lessons from the West’s Past 
John M. Owen IV

“[A]n animated, ambitious and thoughtful book.”
—Borzou Daragahi, Financial Times

“Many people talk about the ‘lessons of history,’ but Owen actually deliv-
ers them. . . . This is a wise and well-reasoned book.”
—F. Gregory Gause III, Texas A&M University
2014. 232 pages. 4 line illus. 6 tables. 1 map.
Cl: 978-0-691-16314-7 $29.95 | £19.95

New
Religious Di� erence in a 
Secular Age
A Minority Report
Saba Mahmood

“This extraordinary work is at 
once a fascinating ethnography of 
two religious minorities in Egypt 
and a compelling formulation of 
how secularism generates strife it 
claims only to modulate.”
—Wendy Brown, University of 
California, Berkeley

“In this stunning book, Mahmood 
calls into question a good deal of 
the received wisdom about secu-
larism and the divisions between 
East and West. Religious Di� erence 
in a Secular Age is original, path-
breaking, and important.”
—Joan Wallach Scott, author of 
The Politics of the Veil
2015. 248 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-15328-5 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15327-8 $80.00 | £55.00

New Paperback
The Muslim Brotherhood
Evolution of an Islamist 
Movement
Carrie Rosefsky Wickham
With a new afterword by 
the author

“A commanding study of the 
Brotherhood’s long history.”
—Frederick Deknatel, National

“An accessible and informative 
analysis of one of the most 
important and perhaps most mis-
understood political organizations 
in the Middle East.”
—Matthew Feeney, American 
Conservative
2015. 424 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16364-2  $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14940-0 $29.95 | £19.95

Honorable Mention for the 2015 Hubert 
Morken Award for Best Book, Religion and 
Politics Section of the American Political 
Science Association
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2014
One of the Middle East Channel’s Top Five 
Books of 2013

New
Engineers of Jihad
The Curious Connection 
between Violent Extremism 
and Education
Diego Gambetta & 
Ste� en Hertog

“Why do so many members of 
violent radical Islamic groups have 
an engineering background? This 
book o� ers new data, interpreta-
tions, and explanations of recruit-
ment to violent radical Islamic 
groups. Engaging and informative, 
it makes a signi� cant contribution 
to the study of terrorism.”
—Scott Gates, Peace Research 
Institute Oslo (PRIO) and Univer-
sity of Oslo
2016. 200 pages. 44 line illus. 16 tables.
Cl: 978-0-691-14517-4 $29.95 | £19.95

Read newsworthy and lively 
commentary on our blog at 
blog.press.princeton.edu
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New
Islamic Political Thought
An Introduction
Edited by Gerhard Bowering

In sixteen concise chapters on 
key topics, this book provides a 
rich, authoritative, and up-to-date 
introduction to Islamic political 
thought from the birth of Islam to 
today, presenting essential back-
ground and context for under-
standing contemporary politics 
in the Islamic world and beyond. 
Selected from the acclaimed 
Princeton Encyclopedia of Islamic 
Political Thought, and focusing 
on the origins, development, and 
contemporary importance of 
Islamic political ideas and related 
subjects, each chapter o� ers 
a sophisticated yet accessible 
introduction to its topic.
2015. 304 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16482-3 $24.95 | £16.95

The Princeton 
Encyclopedia of Islamic 
Political Thought 
Edited by Gerhard Bowering
Patricia Crone, Wadad Kadi, 
Devin J. Stewart, Muhammad 
Qasim Zaman, associate 
editors
Mahan Mirza, assistant editor
2012. 704 pages. 7 maps.
Cl: 978-0-691-13484-0 $85.00 | £59.00

One of Choice’s Top 25 Titles for 2013
One of Library Journal’s Best Reference 
Books on Law & Politics for 2012

Now Available in Paperback
American Evangelicals 
in Egypt
Missionary Encounters in an 
Age of Empire
Heather J. Sharkey
2015. 336 pages. 10 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16810-4 $27.95 | £19.95

Now Available in Paperback
The Bible in Arabic
The Scriptures of the “People 
of the Book” in the Language 
of Islam
Sidney H. Gri�  th

“[O]f great value to whoever is inter-
ested in the complex issue of rela-
tionship between Hebrew-Christian 
Scriptures and Muslim ones.”
—Valentino Cottini, Islamo-
christiana
2015. 272 pages. 6 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16808-1 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15082-6 $29.95 | £19.95

De� ning Neighbors
Religion, Race, and the Early 
Zionist-Arab Encounter
Jonathan Marc Gribetz

“[E]rudite and engaging. . . . [A] 
fascinating recovery of neglected 
voices that are strikingly relevant 
for our own time.”
—Derek J. Penslar, author of 
Jews and the Military: A History
2014. 312 pages. 4 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-15950-8 $35.00 | £24.95

The Scandal of Kabbalah
Leon Modena, Jewish 
Mysticism, Early Modern Venice
Yaacob Dweck
2013. 296 pages. 13 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16215-7 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-14508-2 $41.95 | £28.95

Honorable Mention for the 2014 Jordan 
Schnitzer Book Award in Medieval and 
Early Modern Jewish History, Association 
for Jewish Studies
Finalist, 2012 Best First Book in the History 
of Religions Award, American Academy 
of Religion

Also by Sidney H. Gri�  th
The Church in the 
Shadow of the Mosque
Christians and Muslims in the 
World of Islam
2010. 240 pages. 8 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-14628-7 $31.95 | £21.95

Winner of the 2008 Albert C. Outler Prize, 
American Society of Church History

Jews, Christians, and Muslims from 
the Ancient to the Modern World

Michael Cook, William Chester Jordan & 
Peter Schäfer, series editors
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New
Teaching Plato in 
Palestine
Philosophy in a Divided World
Carlos Fraenkel
Foreword by Michael Walzer

“[Fraenkel] lets us overhear the 
Socratic form of dialogue that 
Plato invented and that Mr. Fraen-
kel practices much to his students’ 
pleasure, and ours.”
—Benjamin Balint, Wall Street 
Journal

“In Teaching Plato in Palestine, a 
book that is as subversive and 
gripping as Reading Lolita in 
Tehran, we learn what happens 
when you teach philosophy in 
the most unexpected places. . . . 
[Fraenkel] makes a powerful case 
for the Socratic ideal of leading an 
examined life.”
—Avishai Margalit, author of 
The Decent Society
2015. 240 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-15103-8 $27.95 | £19.95

New
Beyond Religious 
Freedom
The New Global Politics 
of Religion
Elizabeth Shakman Hurd

“In this brilliantly argued book, 
Hurd shows why the stakes are 
very high and the dangers very 
real when governments set the 
standards for religious practice. 
Beyond Religious Freedom is intel-
lectually courageous and deeply 
grounded in religious as well as 
political theory. There is simply no 
better guide to the contemporary 
global religious landscape.”
—Robert Orsi, Northwestern 
University

“[D]eals with a timely, politically 
charged topic in a thoughtful and 
well-informed way.”
—Jack Snyder, author of Power 
and Progress
2015. 216 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-16609-4 $29.95 | £19.95

New
How Armies Respond to 
Revolutions and Why
Zoltan Barany

“This book will � nd a solid reader-
ship in war colleges, intelligence 
and policy analysis circles, and 
courses in intelligence analysis.”
—David J. Betz, King’s College 
London

We know that a revolution’s 
success largely depends on the 
army’s response to it. But can we 
predict the military’s reaction 
to an uprising? How Armies 
Respond to Revolutions and Why 
argues that it is possible to make 
a highly educated guess—and 
in some cases even a con� dent 
prediction—about the generals’ 
response to a domestic revolt if 
we know enough about the army, 
the state it is supposed to serve, 
the society in which it exists, and 
the external environment that af-
fects its actions. Through concise 
case studies of modern uprisings 
in Iran, China, Eastern Europe, 
Burma, and the Arab world, Zoltan 
Barany looks at the reasons for 
and the logic behind the variety of 
choices soldiers ultimately make 
in various circumstances.
2016. 240 pages. 6 tables.
Cl: 978-0-691-15736-8 $35.00 | £24.95

New
Skies of Parchment, Seas of Ink
Jewish Illuminated Manuscripts
Edited by Marc Michael Epstein
With contributions by Eva Frojmovic, Jenna Siman Jacobs, 
Hartley Lachter, Shalom Sabar, Raymond P. Scheindlin, 
Ágnes Vető, Susan Vick, Barbara Wol�  & Diane Wolfthal

“There is simply no other book like this. Enlightening, accessible, and 
superbly written in a clear and jargon-free style.”
—Maya Balakirsky Katz, Touro College
2015. 288 pages. 278 color illus. 11 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16524-0 $60.00 | £41.95
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New Paperback
The Terrorist’s Dilemma
Managing Violent Covert 
Organizations
Jacob N. Shapiro 

“In a unique study, Shapiro 
explores the management of such 
groups with considerable rigor, 
beginning with the nineteenth-
century Russian progenitors of 
contemporary terrorist groups 
and ending with al Qaeda.”
—Foreign A� airs

The Terrorist’s Dilemma is the � rst 
book to systematically examine 
the great variation in how terrorist 
groups are structured. Jacob Sha-
piro provocatively discusses the 
core managerial challenges that 
terrorists face and illustrates how 
their political goals push them to 
organize in particular ways.
2015. 352 pages. 6 line illus. 8 tables.
Pa: 978-0-691-16630-8 $22.95 | £15.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15721-4 $29.95 | £19.95

Forthcoming
Makers of Jewish 
Modernity
Thinkers, Artists, Leaders, and 
the World They Made
Edited by Jacques Picard, 
Jacques Revel, 
Michael P. Steinberg & 
Idith Zertal

“A rich, fresh, and important 
contribution to the literature on 
Jewish modernity.”
—Daniel B. Schwartz, author of 
The First Modern Jew: Spinoza and 
the History of an Image

This superb collection presents 
more than forty incisive portraits 
of leading Jewish thinkers, artists, 
scientists, and other public � gures 
of the last hundred years who, in 
their own unique ways, engaged 
with and helped shape the mod-
ern world.
June 2016. 600 pages. 43 halftones.
Cl: 978-0-691-16423-6 $39.50 | £27.95

Forthcoming
The Star and the Stripes
A History of the Foreign 
Policies of American Jews
Michael N. Barnett 

“[A] highly readable and provoca-
tive account. . . . [C]hallenges many 
of the myths perpetrated about 
U.S.-Israel relations.”
—Stephen Hopgood, SOAS, 
University of London

How do American Jews envision 
their role in the world? Are they 
tribal—a people whose obliga-
tions extend solely to their own? 
Or are they prophetic—a light 
unto nations, working to repair 
the world? The Star and the Stripes 
is an original, provocative inter-
pretation of the e� ects of these 
worldviews on the foreign policy 
beliefs of American Jews since the 
nineteenth century.
June 2016. 368 pages. 10 halftones
Cl: 978-0-691-16597-4 $35.00 | £24.95

Forthcoming
In the Shadow of World Literature
Sites of Reading in Colonial Egypt
Michael Allan
Translation/Transnation
Emily Apter, Series Editor

May 2016. 208 pages. 3 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16783-1 $35.00 | £24.95
Cl: 978-0-691-16782-4 $85.00 | £59.00

Read newsworthy and lively 
commentary on our blog at 
blog.press.princeton.edu

To receive notices about new 
books, subscribe for email at: 
press.princeton.edu/subscribe

@ PrincetonUniversityPress +princetonuniversitypress @ PrincetonUPress
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Ancient Religions, Modern Politics
The Islamic Case in Comparative Perspective
Michael Cook

“[I]mpregnable scholarship . . . towering work.”
—Jonathan Benthall, Times Literary Supplement

Why does Islam play a larger role in contemporary politics than other 
religions? Is there something about the Islamic heritage that makes 
Muslims more likely than adherents of other faiths to invoke it in their 
political life? If so, what is it? Ancient Religions, Modern Politics seeks 
to answer these questions by examining the roles of Islam, Hinduism, 
and Christianity in modern political life , placing special emphasis on 
the relevance—or irrelevance—of their heritages to today’s social and 
political concerns.
2014. 568 pages.
Cl: 978-0-691-14490-0 $39.50 | £27.95

Forthcoming
Trouble in the Tribe
The American Jewish Con� ict 
over Israel
Dov Waxman

“Trouble in the Tribe is an outstand-
ing book. Waxman’s judgments 
are fair, judicious, and balanced.”
—Theodore Sasson, author of 
The New American Zionism

“This is an extremely important 
book that will have profound 
consequences.”
—Kenneth D. Wald, coauthor of 
Religion and Politics in the 
United States
May 2016. 344 pages. 15 halftones. 
6 line illus. 1 table.
Cl: 978-0-691-16899-9 $29.95 | £19.95

Now Available in Paperback
Jews and the Military
A History
Derek J. Penslar 

“Penslar o� ers a deep perspective 
. . . he enlivens his study with liter-
ary references and a wide-ranging 
history that o� ers revelations on 
nationalism, empire, and identity.”
—Anna Altman, New York Times 
Book Review

“Jews and the Military is a thought-
ful and very readable study. . . . 
Penslar’s work clearly demon-
strates that the story of Jews in 
the military is not a case of all or 
nothing; the truth is somewhere 
in between.”
—Catherine D. Chatterley, 
American Historical Review
2015. 376 pages. 17 halftones.
Pa: 978-0-691-16809-8 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-13887-9 $29.95 | £19.95

New Paperback
Maimonides
Life and Thought
Moshe Halbertal

“Drawing on all of Maimonides’ 
writings, and especially his many 
letters, Halbertal crafts a portrait 
of a refugee who never fully left 
home and felt the pain of exile for 
his entire life.”
—Jay M. Harris, Foreign A� airs

“Magisterial. . . . Halbertal presents 
a moving and detailed portrait 
of Maimonides’s life as well as his 
work.”
—David Mikics, Forward
2015. 400 pages.
Pa: 978-0-691-16566-0 $24.95 | £16.95
Cl: 978-0-691-15851-8 $35.00 | £24.95

Winner of the 2013 National Jewish Book 
Award in Scholarship, Jewish Book Council
Honorable Mention, 2015 PROSE Award in 
Theology & Religious Studies, Association 
of American Publishers
One of Choice’s Outstanding Academic 
Titles for 2014

Princeton Legacy Library
The Princeton Legacy Library 
uses the latest print-on-demand 
technology to again make avail-
able previously out-of-print books 
from the distinguished backlist of 
Princeton University Press. These 
paperback editions preserve the 
original texts of these important 
books while presenting them 
in durable paperback editions. 
The goal of the Princeton Legacy 
Library is to vastly increase access 
to the rich scholarly heritage 
found in the thousands of books 
published by Princeton University 
Press since its founding in 1905. 

press.princeton.edu/princeton-
legacy-library.html
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______ Cl: 978-0-691-16418-2 Ahmed: What Is Islam? 1 $39.50 £27.95
______ Pa: 978-0-691-15956-0 Akçam: The Young Turks’ Crime against Humanity 5 24.95 16.95
______ Cl: 978-0-691-15333-9   46.00 31.95
______ Pa: 978-0-691-16783-1 Allan: In the Shadow of World Literature 11 35.00 24.95
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______ Pa: 978-0-691-16980-4 Osterhammel: The Transformation of the World 4 29.95 19.95
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______ Cl: 978-0-691-16314-7 Owen: Confronting Political Islam  8 29.95 19.95
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