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The most significant cultural development of the first two
centuries Ap was the birth of the Christian religion. Based
on the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, crucified at Jerusalem
c.AD 30, the religion spread first among the Jewish diaspora
in the Roman empire. Under the influence of St Paul
(c.aD 5—67), Christianity made the transition from Jewish
sect to a universalist religion which began to win converts
among gentiles, despite official hostility and occasional
persecution. A parallel thread of Jewish radicalism led in
AD 606 to the Zealot revolt against Roman rule: its bloody
suppression saw the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem
and the expulsion of many Jews from Palestine.
Christianity was rivalled in popularity in the Roman
empire by another eastern religion, the cult of the Persian
god Mithras, which won many converts in the army. In
India, the Mahayana (Great Vehicle) school of Buddhism
developed under the tolerant and eclectic Kushan rulers:
it is now the largest branch of the Buddhist faith. It was
also under the Kushans that the first representations of

the Buddha were made. In China, Confucianism was the
state ideology. The Daoist school of philosophy became
assimilated with traditional religion. Its supposed founder

Laozi was deified.

Important technological developments of the period
include the spread of watermills in the Roman empire
(which is not usually considered to have been interested in
labour-saving technology), the discovery of the magnetic
compass in China and the invention of cast steel in India.
The codex (a book of sewn pages) began to replace the
clumsy scroll in the Roman empire, and paper began to
replace bamboo strips as the main medium for writing in
China. The Polynesians, however, provide a reminder that
technological progress is not guaranteed: they lost the skill
of pottery manufacture in this period.
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