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China received substantial American and Soviet aid and

diplomatic support in its war with Japan. Fearing the
consequences of a threatened US oil embargo, the Japanese
planned to secure access to strategic raw materials by
seizing British, French and Dutch colonial territories in
Southeast Asia. To prevent American interference, the
Japanese launched a surprise attack on the US Pacific Fleet
at Pear] Harbor on 7 December 1941, bringing the USA
into the Second World War. Germany and Italy declared war
on the USA four days later.

For six months the Japanese enjoyed a spectacular run
of victories, seizing the Philippines from the USA and
humiliating the British by capturing their main Southeast
Asian naval base at Singapore and routing them in Burma.
Sensing British weakness, Indian nationalists increased
their agitation for independence. Most important, the
Japanese occupied the Dutch East Indies with their
oilfields. In spring 1942 the Germans regained the
initiative in the USSR, advancing rapidly towards the
Caucasus oilfields. A German-Italian offensive in North
Africa threatened British control of the Suez Canal. Earlier
in 1942, Germany’s Nazi leaders began to plan the war’s
greatest crime, the extermination of European Jews.

By the end of 1942 the Allies had begun to turn the tide
of war. The British victory at El Alamein in October drove
the Germans and Italians out of Egypt. Days later Anglo-
American forces invaded Vichy-held Morocco and Algeria.
The German army’s offensive in the USSR was halted
at Stalingrad in July amid bitter street fighting. A Soviet
counter-offensive in November trapped nearly 300,000
Axis troops in the now ruined city: the survivors finally
surrendered in February 1943.

The Japanese run of victories was halted by the USA
at the naval battle of Midway, which established that the
aircraft carrier, rather than the battleship, was the most
important fighting unit of a battle fleet. By the end of the
year, the Australians had pushed the Japanese back in New
Guinea and the Americans were driving them out of the
Solomon Islands.

Both sides in the Second World War put considerable
resources into propaganda, using posters, the press and
the popular mediums of movies and radio. Large audiences
listened to Britain’s BBC illegally in Nazi-dominated Europe
because of its reputation for truthful reporting of events.
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