INTRODUCTION

The years 1265-1270 were a period of triumph for Jaume the Conqueror,
ruler of the variegated Arago-Catalan realms of medieval Mediterranean
Spain. They represent indeed the apogee of his long career as warrior and
world figure. As in a tragedy, these years also had an element of hubris, and
culminated in his humiliation before all Christendom. The period began in
prosperity and commercial expansion. Now a hero of Christendom, Jaume
was preparing a fleet and an army from February through December 1264,
to attack Granada and help Castile defend itself. His embassies were busy at
Egypt, Tunis, and Hohenstaufen Sicily, with return embassies from as far
away as Armenia. Armed with a personal bull of crusade, King Jaume sent
his armies into Murcia in 1265, and appeared in person on that “frontaria”
of Valencia near year’s end to begin in earnest the last of his three great
conquests against Islam. 1266 was a year of military glory on land and sea,
of consolidation and renewed settlement on the frontier, and of heady ne-
gotiations with Savoy and Navarre. 1267 saw his interchange of embassies
with the Mongol Khan Abaqa, looking for joint action against Islam, an
alliance which the restored Byzantine empire would join by the start of
1269. Baronial tumult, and a struggle to gain Urgel for the crown, were
minor distractions.

All was in readiness now for Jaume’s grand project in 1269, to lead a fleet
and army “in Turquiam” and other “overseas” regions, to rescue the Holy
Land as the champion and the last hope of Christendom there. The wreck-
age of his crusade that year by storm at sea, and the emotional storms of
romantic love and shame (played out to the comment of troubadour and
pope), constitute together one of the best-known episodes of the king’s
career. He withdrew to brood for the better part of a year, much of it in
Valencia where his spirits eventually revived. By fall of 1270, he was again
gathering feudal hosts for mysterious “magna negocia.” Though aborted,
that project ends one stage of his public life and introduces another.

During all this time, though Jaume seldom visited Valencia and seems to
have neglected it, that favored kingdom was never far from his mind or
projects. The Murcian conquest was largely motivated by fear of losing
Valencia to Islam, as Jaume himself said; and it was accompanied by serious
warfare against Mudejar rebels within Valencia. The liaison with his mis-
tress Berenguera Alfons in this period was formalized or financed by Valen-
cian castles as a species of dowry. Valencian loans and taxes made pos-
sible the Murcian war, and contributed strongly to support the Holy Land
project. Though the Valencian Mudejar rebellion particularly preoccupied
Jaume, its very existence has all but escaped modern historians. The reason
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is partly because the king, made wiser by his earlier struggle with Valencian
Mudejar rebellions in the period 1247 to 1258, took timely action to contain
the conflagration. As with that earlier era of warfare, however, this rebellion
also left echoes in the crown registers.!

It will be useful to survey in a general way the Valencian themes of
Jaume’s registers during those halcyon years. Some of those themes relate
to the wider activities of the king; some of them are merely local; and many
of them are representative of processes or events otherwise not well docu-
mented. In short, the documents are random views of the conquered king-
dom of Valencia during a period of intense consolidation. Their unity is
artificial, in that each volume of this project arbitrarily covers each soo doc-
uments in sequence. The present set, from 1264 to 1270, can be organized
to frame several kinds of “space” in which the Christian colonizers lived:
the physical geography, the human geography both political and economic,
the juridical, the religious, the military and the fiscal. The documents also
frame the Jewish and Muslim spaces, and chart the Murcian war. As the
story is told, document numbers in parentheses will direct the reader to
pertinent charters in the present volume. My numbers here in parentheses
do not coincide with those of the well-known catalog of Jaume’s Valencian
documents by J.E. Martinez Ferrando, because many additional charters
have been inserted.

REDEFININGTHE PHYSICAL SPACE

The physical space can be seen in the grants of castle-town units, of farms
and shops and villages, and in the random appearance of a tower (851), a
barbican (937), a small opening in the town wall (937), a plaza (692, 899),
the king’s palace at Valencia city (947), and town gates (635). The king and
prince continually improved and reorganized this space: establishing or
moving markets and fairs (556, 635, 692, 730, 925), rerouting or protecting
roads (556, 637, 881), mandating improvements on marshland near the Al-
bufera lagoon (737), bringing in settlers (907), moving a population inside
its castle (824 ), ordering extensive rebuilding on the walls and towers of

! A documentary overview, year by year, is in Joaquin Miret y Sans, Itinerari de Jaume I “el
Conqueridor” (Barcelona: 1918), 332—445. His appended lists of datelines show Jaume absent
from Valencia in 1263, 1264, and most of 1265. From late October 1265 into April 1266 he is
active in Valencia and Murcia. After this half year’s necessary presence, Jaume is absent through
most of 1266 and all 1267. He finally gives personal attention to Valencia’s internal affairs in
four months at the beginning of 1268. 1269 sees only two flying visits of a month each. All of
1270 from February 10, then seven months of 1271, show continuous residence in Valencia. The
opening two paragraphs of the present study, and some paragraphs on the Muslims, have ap-
peared in my “A Narrow Window: The Mudejars of the Kingdom of Valencia (1265-1270),”
Islamic Studies, XXX (1991), 83—94. A version of this introduction was delivered as an invita-
tional address at the University of Valencia, Spain, in October 1996, and published in the Anu-
ario de estudios medievales, XXVI (1996), 687—711.
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Sumacarcer (664 ), diverting the taxes of Ares de Alpuente for three years
to finance public works there (870), building an alcazar near the main tower
of Jijona (775), pulling down a castle (756), doing “work on the tower of
Biar” (s558), establishing a large hunting preserve (980), and at Pego paying
for a terrace roof, a set of keys, and carpentry. When the queen’s grant of
a farm adversely threatened the Vall de Seta, the king exchanged it for land
elsewhere.

The most impressive single change in the physical landscape during these
five years was the construction of the Alcira irrigation network then going
on, and the mass distribution of properties along its length. One out of
every 25 documents in this series concerns that project. The crown ap-
pointed Borras de Montornés for life to administer this “Alcira canal We are
now causing to be built” as irrigation superintendent (cequiarius maior), at
an annual salary of soo sous (933). The many land grants often required a
ten-year residency before resale and some required that at least a son or
daughter take up personal residence (890, 939). One such grant went the
woman Maria and her daughter Dul¢a (988). In a general confirmation in
1269 of all grants held by Valencia city residents anywhere in the new king-
dom, the Alcira region was excluded as a special situation (950). The king
did authorize Arnau de Romani, bailiff of Valencia city and Jativa, to
confirm those Alcira properties already granted and also to distribute “what
remains” there in the king’s name and “for Our advantage” (948). The out-
pouring of grants here ran from April 1268 to June 1269, and varied from
4 Valencian jovates through 6 and 10 to 12.

Grants continued elsewhere during the five-year period, at Morella for
example (507), Corbera, Calpe (548), Jativa (751, 892, 894 ), and the Mon-
cada canal (564). License was issued to one settler to purchase up to 6,000
sous of property (628), to another for 3000 (892), and to another for 2,000
(777). One got a hill (586, 756), one a “masada” or farm complex (991), and
one the place of Palma (585). Waivers were occasionally given to allow
knights to alienate or exchange their properties (946, 628); and in June
1269 the king ordered notaries of Valencia city to omit the clause “except
to knights” from land acquisitions anywhere in the kingdom, keeping how-
ever the similar clause restricting clerics (946).

This was a second or later wave of grants and purchases, however, and
seems to lack the enthusiasm and diffusion of the earlier phases of the
land transfer in the kingdom. We do catch glimpses of the local surveyor-
distributors (552), of complaints being redressed (827, a shortchanged
widow), of confusion when a grant-charter of 1261 was lost and must be
revalidated (886), and of purchase rituals such as “a sign, the penny of God”
(560). The general confirmation of all grants to date in the kingdom, just
seen for Valencia city residents (950) was extended also to Murviedro’s
residents (953), Jativa’s (959), and doubtless to other towns not formally
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registered here. Many beneficiaries of grants were from the king’s house-
hold, and that class of owner may well predominate in these registers. If so,
the records may tell us more about king and court than about the general
patterns of settlement. And this entire activity reshaped and transformed
the Islamic contexts of the majority subject Muslims, inventing a local
Christendom in their place.

THE HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

Grants of property, though defining a physical context, also introduce the
human space. The political component or frame for that space is indicated
by the proliferating crown and municipal officials, notably by the bailifts
who will appear again below in their guise as tax-farmers and castellans. Not
only the king but his heir Prince Pere as lieutenant in Valencia issued this
flood of charters. A document of April 1267 committed “the care of the
kingdom of Valencia” to an illegitimate son of the king Pere Ferran(dis),
soon to be lord of Hijar in Aragon, as “Our procurator or lieutenant.” As
with similar announcements, this carried as addressees the hierarchical list
of “bailiffs, justiciars, castellans (a/caits), knights [and municipal] councils”
(721). One document guaranteed free election of the local justiciar (761);
another detailed his election procedure at Morella (930); another went to
the justiciar of Castalla (936). The general bailiff below the Jacar River ap-
pears (571), two lieutenants to the bailiff of Gandia (968), and the bailiff of
Alcira (996, 999), along with a number of others. The sobrejunter or police
functionary above the Jacar is appointed for life with the customary salary
(732), while another purchases the office below the Jacar (960). The mos-
tassaf in charge of market and general order is in three charters (515, 610,
765), and the Liria town council in one (840).

The crown executive agents called porters turn up in a half-dozen places
(559, 585, 676, 725, 841, 891, 963) as do those of Prince Jaume (907) and of
the king’s mistress Berenguera (890). The king appoints Ramon de Mont-
cada for life “in the office of majordomo of the kingdom of Valencia” to
serve whenever the king is in that kingdom, the actual work to be done by
a sub-appointee of Montcada’s choice (602). The corresponding office for
Prince Pere’s wife Constanga is briefly seen. Other members of the king’s
household in these records include his chief cook (538, 567), falconer (757,
016), butcher (545), physician (alfaquim, 534), and “Our crossbowman”
(four times, 553, 606, 733, 978). The expenses for the household of Prince
Pere’s wife are in one document (836), for her court baker in another (623).
The office of ransomer in contact with Muslims is held by a citizen of
Valencia for life as exea (Arabic sh7‘a)?, but only from Valencia city down to

2 See Maria Teresa Ferrer i Mallol, “Els redemptors de captius: mostolafs, eixees o alfaquecs
(segles XII-XIII),” Medievalin (Barcelona), IX (1990), 85—106.
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Murcia, “to bring out captives and lead convoy[s] of them” by himself or
through others; in 1267 his son succeeds to this office but only when his
father should die (740).

More immediate to the daily concerns of the populace are the mo-
nopolies and public utilities which frame their daily activities. The charters
say much about the saltworks of the Albufera, Arcos, Calpe, Jativa and
Peniscola—including the salt-warchouse (almodi, 662), the officers to
search houses and arrest cheaters (505), the boundaries of sale and proce-
dures (531), and the farming of profits. We also see public ovens distributed
or operating (643, 661, 682, 849), the oil or olive press (519, 865), the tavern
(774), the baths (538, 757, and in 918 a widow building a new baths), public
dyeworks (517, 580), a grain-warchouse (almodi, 827), and even a wine-press
25 feet by 7 (887). Meat butcheries or markets receive much attention (519,
536, 545, 638, 786, 791, 952, 962, 975), the meat concession at Gandia partic-
ularly detailing “the four stalls for cutting and selling the meat of rams, and
two for cutting and selling the meat of he-goats, and two workshops for the
maintenance of those stalls,” each stall being sixteen palms wide by eight
deep with a customers’ gallery of fourteen palms in front of each (853).
Mills singly or plural appear in at least sixteen documents, including their
dams, watercourses, paraphernalia, and annual rents to the crown in grain
or money. Six charters notice the fonduk or caravanserai, one of which is
becoming a hospital (660); another stands in Santa Caterina’s parish in
Valencia city “with its workshops, lofts [algorfes]® and appurtenances”
(810).

Commercial life is on display, notably in the many concessions or regula-
tions of shops (e.g. 899), individually or in groups. Sometimes the commer-
cial sections of a city appear: of the shoe merchants, the leather merchants,
and the butchers (791), as well as the ship fitters (516) and the rope makers
(s16). The cloth merchants receive extended attention, especially their
street in Valencia city including the names of eight merchants (942). At one
point the cathedral canon Mateu Babot receives from the crown 700 sous
to be collected from that street, to be assigned by the bailiff “on specific
workshops” for cloth (979). Other industries or crafts include the wine
trade, as visible in tax audits (519), in provisions for transport to eight towns
(596), in restrictions on alien wine at Valencia city (762), in gross purchases
(617, 707, 708), and even in wineskins (854 ).

A privilege of 1268 allows anyone of the Valencian kingdom to cut timber
at any place in the kingdom, to float it down the Turia and Jtcar rivers or
move it by land without tax or fee (748). Local wood for burning in ovens
appears in tax records here (865, 869). Long distance merchants turn up in
letters of protection (guiatges), including a number of Genoese (642, 709,

3 Leopoldo Torres Balbés, “Algunos aspectos de la casa hispanomusulmana: almacerfas, al-
gorfas, y saledizos,” in his Obra dispersa, 10 vols. (Madrid: 1981-1985), “algorfas” in IV, 244-250.



INTRODUCTION

granted properties and other assets for Prince Pere on a general scale to
Muslims in the Alfandec valley (993).

A similar tycoon was Astruc Jacob Shashén, seen for example in 1267
overseeing for the king the manufacture of a brigola or gravity-artillery
piece with its accoutrements (729), picking up the small expenses of Prince
Pere at Burriana (995), and receiving as gifts some mills near Valencia city
and for his lifetime half the tithe on all the grains at a village near Morella
(706).

The Jewish community at Valencia city is seen in 1269 giving King Jaume
10,000 sous for his overseas crusade, and receiving in turn (as the Christian
population had) tax exemption for three years (923). In a long charter the
king resolves an intra-aljama dispute over equalizing the tax burdens on the
several categories of residents and allowing ostracism, refusal of burial, and
other community punishments on those not doing their duty (921). A spe-
cialty bazaar “of the Jews of Valencia,” designated by the Arabic term
qaysaria (alqaceria, alchesscevia), appears twice at Valencia city (sss, 618).
The sumptuary restrictions on women’s clothes are in one charter of ex-
emption (823). More ominously, the Mendicant campaign by the apostate /
convert Friar Pau Crestia to “cleanse” Jewish writings of anti-Christian
“blasphemies,” in the wake of the notorious Disputation of Barcelona in
1263, finds its echo on this frontier in early 1264 (533).° A clear exemplar
turns up of that strange ritual by which schoolboy “clerics” threw stones at
the gates of the Jewish quarter on Good Friday, which David Nirenberg has
recently clarified as dispassionately ludic.” In this case the king was closing
a tower bordering the Jewish cemetery and the castle at Jativa, to restrict
the range of the stones (820). Finally, during the early stage of the Murcian
war, when the Valencian kingdom was threatened not only by the neo-
Muslim Murcia and by Granada but also by rebellion of Valencia’s Mudejar
population, “the Jews of Valencia” presented to the crown lieutenant of the
kingdom a considerable sum (627).

REBEL MUSLIM SPACE: THE MURCIAN WAR

The story of the other parallel society during these five years or so, the ma-
jority Mudejars or subject Muslims, must begin with the agitations of the
Murcian war on Valencia’s southern border, and with its reverberations and

¢ Cf. Robert Chazan, Barcelona and Beyond: The Disputation of 1263 and Its Aftermath
(Berkeley,/Los Angeles: 1992).

7 David Nirenberg’s study of violence against and between the minorities of the realms of
Arago-Catalonia and of Occitania offers remarkable new interpretations: Communities of Vio-
lence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages (Princeton: 1996), esp. ch. 7 on “Sacred
Violence.” See also Robert I. Burns, S.]., Jews in the Notarial Culture: Latinate Wills in Medi-
terranean Spain, 1250-1350 (Berkeley/Los Angeles: 1996), esp. ch.1.
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aftermath within Valencia itself. At the first threat and continuously there-
after, the king undertook widespread garrisoning of his many Valencian
castles. Thus in July 1264 he put 30 knights in Cocentaina castle, 20 in
Releu, and 6 each in lesser forts, to lead the local defenses “until the war of
the king of Castile and the king of Granada is over” (572). Details of the
many garrisons, Valencia-built galleys, sea privateers, town militias sum-
moned at places like Jativa, dogs-of-war assigned (“two dogs make one
man,” “six dogs make three men” 722), and supplies arranged from
Genoese merchants to come by sea, belong rather to a discussion of the war
at large than to its Mudejar component. Their multiplication here in the
registers must be noted, however, as relevant to that subordinate theme.

A clear echo of a collateral Mudejar rebellion in Valencia comes in an
obiter dictum at Castalla, where in June 1269 the crown is redistributing
lands “from the properties of Saracens dead or captured at the time of the
war of the Saracens just passed.” One such owner was the deceased Mu-
hammad “Alhaxex” (al-Hajjaj?) whose buildings went to Marti Llop de
Castellot (935). The most striking single episode of Valencia’s Mudejar war
concerned Muhammad ibn Ishaq, the g4%d of Tarbena. Muhammad seems
to have succeeded to the leadership role of the earlier exiled rebel al-Azraq.
In mid-1264, with crusader troops already in Valencia’s south, the crown
confirmed a division of Muhammad’s fief, previously held in common with
his brother the ga’%d of Castell now deceased. Muhammad kept Tarbena
castle, while his nephew Bakriin took over Castell. This action was sup-
ported by a separate charter of protection for Muhammad “and your sons”
(568, 569). Late that year, the king gave Muhammad as a gift the village of
Ayot “in the district of Castell”; and he formally conferred or confirmed to
the Muslim “the whole castle entirely of Tarbena” with its districts and vil-
lages “forever.” Muhammad was to deduct from the castle’s revenues “a
suitable sum for guarding the castle,” and share half the revenues with the
king (587, s88). At the same time, Jaume gave Muhammad amnesty “from
all civil and criminal” charges because “you instigated and acted against
Us” (589). Thus far the documentation seems tentative and discreet, as
though the king were conciliating Muhammad as he once conciliated the
rebel al-Azraq.

During the actual Murcian campaign, Muhammad fell from grace. The
registers describe “an Arabic charter in which are contained the pacts and
treaties between the lord king and the 44’4 Muhammad, concerning the
castles of Tarbena and others held by the said g42’%4.” These had been en-
acted previously, and were now translated. By these agreements Muham-
mad had lost his castles and was going into exile with his followers; some of
his relatives were allowed to remain (790, cf. 795, 827). A safeguard was
given to “Muhammad formerly of Tarbena, for himself and all those who
are going with him, relatives and household as well as others.” Another

14
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safeguard went “to those who are of his family [or clientage], who remain
in the kingdom of Valencia” (792).

We learn much of this only because of King Jaume’s passion for Beren-
guera. Establishing her formally as his royal mistress, and endowing her
with Tarbena castle in May 1268, the king noted in passing that Muhammad
and Bakrain had surrendered the castles, districts, and villages of Tarbena
and Jalon. He recorded here also that “other Saracens” had lost their nearly
twenty villages in Jalon valley, each with its district and sub-villages. All
these leaders, Jaume says, “have now gone from the kingdom of Valencia”
(838, cf. 903, 976). Jaume gave “the castle and town of Polop” with Altea
and three villages of Jalén to “the vizier Abiafer [Aba Ja‘far?] and your
successors” in early 1269. The king was probably rearranging and reconsti-
tuting a Mudejar fief here. The grant included tax exemption, but a flat
yearly fee of 600 Valencian sous (920).

More general echoes of the war’s strain crop up in various privileges to
the Mudejars. Valencia city’s aljama, under the ga%d “Cahat Abinhaia”
(Sa“d ibn Hayyan?) in March 1268 received a set of very attractive conces-
sions, including the right to keep workshops functioning on most feast
days, and limiting the rights of the city’s Christian inspector (mostassaf’)
and justiciar over Muslims. “Any Saracen of whatever place, who wishes to
remain in Valencia, can stay and live there and exercise his craft, like the
other Saracens of the same morerin” (765). The Muslim community at
Montesa also received a charter of privileges.

Concentaina’s aljama seems to have diminished during the troubles; in
1269, the king farmed its revenues to a baron and to a functionary of his
household, on condition that they so “improve” the situation as to “double
the Saracens who inhabit it today.” If they failed to double the numbers
there, they were to pay a penalty of 3,000 sous (891). The king also licensed
Guillem de Rocafull “to settle twenty households of Saracens” tax-free on
his Fortaleny land (858). In the Alfandec area the crown bailiff gave grants
to Muslims during these post-war years, so that in January 1270 Prince Pere
could make a general approval of all “receipts or charters” given “to what-
ever Saracens of Alfandec and its districts, of homes and possessions and
whatever other things conceded” (993).

In conciliatory spirit also, Jaume promised the Muslims of Domeiio dis-
trict that he would protect them forever, “and keep you in your homes”
and “not remove you even for the Lord Pope” (581). Significantly this was
a form-letter, sent also to the Muslims at Chulilla, “the castle of Montan,”
Liria, Chelva, Tuéjar, and doubtless other Mudejar communities. Jaume
similarly promised to keep the Margarida and Llombay Muslims: “neither
I nor any of mine will expel or have them expelled from the said castles,
towns, and places ever, at any time,” adding that in such expulsion their
Christian lord “would suffer great damage” (629). These randomly
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preserved letters probably reflect a wider panic and royal program. Cer-
tainly Jaume contained the troubles of 1264-1266 more successfully than he
had those of 1247 or 1258. Whether to secure immediate funds for his war
debts or to favor and placate the border Muslims, or both, Jaume made a
combination tax-exemption and sale to a number of Muslim communities.
Thus in 1268 at Biar he waived a long list of such fees as “alfarda, almagram,
the besants, the dyeworks and the fonduk,” so that all crown taxes would
be covered by a flat 5,000 besants. Alcald and Gallinera made a similar ar-
rangement for 2,500 besants (774). And in the post-war years the tax lists
sometimes state an assessment and then substitute a lower amount for ac-
tual collection. Thus Alfandec was taxed a flat 1,600 besants, a sum immedi-
ately reduced to 1,300. In sous, this post-war 4,300 tax contrasts with Al-
fandec’s yield in 1265 of 11,000 sous. Similarly Pego’s total tax was reduced
from 1,500 besants to 600; Alcira’s from 1,000 to 300; Beniopa’s from 1,500
to 1,000; and Sumacircel’s from 500 to 130 (990). In the case of Gallinera
the Muslims somehow took advantage of the king’s concession, leading
him to revoke it “because it had been done by fraud” (743).

Any number of lesser privileges to groups and individuals suggest the
same pattern of non-punitive attention. The Cocentaina Muslims won
more lenient procedures of criminal law (590). The Quart Muslims had
their irrigation methods protected, allowing diversion of water (parada in
cequin) into their fields “just as anciently in the time of the Saracens” (799).
Among individual gifts, Muhammed ibn Zabr received “houses or a plot
for [building] houses” in Chielsa, plus thirty cafisates of land and a lifetime
tax exemption, all as “a special favor.” The king’s own reward for such pru-
dence and alertness was not only a relatively quiet Valencia in those turbu-
lent years, but a continued cornucopia of Mudejar wealth by whose credit
he could help finance the Murcian war. Thus in 1267 he assigned huge ex-
penses of 78,630 sous, from the Murcian war, largely on Muslim aljamas of
the kingdom of Valencia (710).

CAMPAIGN IN MURCIA: A VALENCIAN PERSPECTIVE

Though the Murcian war can be followed with documents from elsewhere
in the registers, some thirty documents here (and perhaps fifty if ambiguous
loan-charters are counted) afford a Valencian perspective. Almost all of
these concern loans and expenses but reveal something of the war’s prog-
ress. The principal items may be taken in chronological sequence. In May
1264 Jaume is seen preparing a fleet or an expedition (armamentum) “that
We are ordering made against the Saracens this year” (544). By July he is
garrisoning castles in Valencia “until the war between the king of Castile
and the king of Granada is completely finished” (572). That same month he
is encouraging all his subjects in the Valencian kingdom, Catalonia, and
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Aragon, both Christians and Jews, to loan generously to the Hospitaller
castellan of Amposta who “is about to make an expedition with Us, with
the largest possible number of knights, against the king of Granada and
other enemies of the Christian faith” (574).

In April 1264 the king addressed expenses of over 11,000 sous “in money,
clothes, and foodstuffs for the support of Our household, when We went
to Murcia” (60s). A similar charter took up Prince Pere’s household ex-
penses (612). Three financial episodes in July indicate that the pace of prep-
arations was quickening. One owed Guillem de Castellnou 10,000 Mel-
gorian sous for “service you did and will do in the present army [against
the] Saracens” (613). Another spoke of blank charters ready for loan activi-
ties (625). The third had the crown lieutenant for Valencia, Ximen Pere
d’Arends, “present accounts to Us for all the expenses and outlay that you
and your knights incurred in Our service during the eleven months you
spent on the Valencian frontier [ frontaria],” totaling 115,640 sous but after
deductions 70,000 (627). In October the king was collecting the crusade
tithe from the dioceses of his realms, but also including Pamplona in
Navarre and Elne in Occitania (640).

In November a summation for war expenses of 142,250 sous included
“the needs of the knights on the frontier” and “the needs of the galleys,”
as well as 39,000 sous owed to “the Genoese merchants” (642). For the
“labors and immense expenses” by the people of Jativa in “the present war
against the Saracens,” the king gave in November a five-year tax exemption;
an exception was army service if the king or Prince Pere came personally to
lead a raid or expedition (652). A negotiation for clothing for his wife shows
Pere conducting siege at Murcia city in February 1266 (663). Later that
month the king mandated his lieutenant for the kingdom of Valencia,
Ximen Pere d’Arends, to arrange repayment to “all men of Aragon, both
knights and others” who had loaned money or food “in this Our very great
need” (665). An expense account in March by Prince Pere covered “from
the day We left Valencia to go to the frontier, up to this day” (670). A few
days later King Jaume in concert with Alfonso X of Castile awarded an es-
tate to Peric Matoses, on condition of his transferring to Alfonso’s service
“forever” (671). March also brought the homicide pardon, seen above, be-
cause of the culprit’s many services on this campaign (673).

An accounting in April included Pere’s return from Alicante to Valencia
city, as well as “the money lost in Our service” by the viscount of Cas-
tellnou (688). An August instruction noted the expenses made by the bailiff
of Jativa (then also castellan of Biar) “for the project of the frontier” (694).
January of the new year, 1267, saw a comprehensive audit for stages of travel
to and from the war; expenses “of [the king’s] household while We were on
the frontier”; for “arming the galleys We caused to be armed by Carros the
lord of Rebollet” at Valencia; and for such items as “wheat for the galleys,”
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