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In general, men judge more by sight than by touch. Everyone sees 

what is happening but not everyone feels its consequences. 

—Niccolò Machiavelli1 

Introduction 

On March 3, 1991, police pulled over Rodney King and two other passengers 
in Los Angeles. Most Americans saw how that incident ended. LAPD officers 
beat King senseless with metal batons. Many will remember that police frac-
tured King’s face and legs. How many remember the number of times police 
fired electric stun weapons at King during the incident? How many can say 
how much shock passed through his body as he lay on the ground? 

From the start, the King incident was about the sudden remarkable visibil-
ity of police violence captured, by happenstance, on amateur video. As the 
Christopher Commission stated, “Whether there even would have been a Los 
Angeles Police Department investigation without the video is doubtful, since 
the efforts of King’s brother, Paul, to file a complaint were frustrated, and the 
report of the involved officers was falsified.”2 

Even a careful viewer of the amateur video would not see the police using 
electroshock. Sergeant Stacey Koon tased Rodney King thrice, twice prior to 
when the video started running and once in the course of the video. To tase 
means to use a Tommy A. Swift Electric Rifle (T.A.S.E.R). Tasers fire two darts 
trailed by long wires. Once the darts catch onto the clothing or body, the operator 
depresses a button, releasing electric charge from the batteries along the wires 
to the target. Koon’s Taser model possessed two dart cartridges. Koon lodged the 
first pair of darts on King’s back and the second on his upper chest. Each dis-
charge delivered short pulses of 50,000 volts, eight to fifteen pulses per second.3 

The pain was not trivial. The California Highway Patrol officer said King 
was “writhing.”4 LAPD officer Timothy Wind stated that King “was shouting 
incoherently from the pain of the taser.”5 Even Koon, who was nine feet away, 
































































