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1743 Born at Shadwell, 13 Apr. (New Style).
1760 Entered the College of William and Mary.
1762 “quitted college.”
1762-1767 Self-education and preparation for law.
1769-1774 Albemarle delegate to House of Burgesses.
1772 Married Martha Wayles Skelton, 1 Jan.
1775-1776 In Continental Congress.
1776 Drafted Declaration of Independence.
1776-1779 In Virginia House of Delegates.
1779 Submitted Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom.
1779-1781 Governor of Virginia.
1782 His wife died, 6 Sep.
1783-1784 In Continental Congress.
1784-1789 In France as Minister Plenipotentiary to negotiate commercial treaties

and as Minister Plenipotentiary resident at Versailles.
1790-1793 Secretary of State of the United States.
1797-1801 Vice President of the United States.
1801-1809 President of the United States.
1814-1826 Established the University of Virginia.
1826 Died at Monticello, 4 July.

V O L U M E  3 3

17 February 1801 to 30 April 1801

17 Feb. Elected president by the House of Representatives on the 36th ballot.
18 Feb. O≠ers Henry Dearborn secretaryship of the War Department.
20 Feb. Engraving of TJ by Cornelius Tiebout advertised for sale.
21 Feb. Letter of thanks read to the House of Representatives.
23 Feb. O≠ers Meriwether Lewis appointment as private secretary.
27 Feb. Manual of Parliamentary Practice advertised for sale in the National

Intelligencer.
28 Feb. Presents farewell address to the Senate as vice president.

3 Mch. Peace Establishment Act to reduce the navy passed by Congress.
4 Mch. Inaugurated in Senate chamber as third president of the U.S.
5 Mch. Presents first nominations to the Senate; Congress adjourns.
8 Mch. Holds first cabinet meeting; Gallatin, Dearborn, and Lincoln attend.

14 Mch. Attends public dinner in Alexandria at Gadsby’s Hotel; 
Gallatin sends proposal for reducing the federal budget.

16 Mch. Issues presidential pardon for James Thomson Callender.
18 Mch. Hires Joseph Rapin as steward of the President’s House.
ca. 19 Mch. Takes up residence in the President’s House.
21 Mch. Treaty of Aranjuez formally acknowledges Spanish cession of 

Louisiana to France.
22 Mch. John Dawson sails for Paris with amended convention with France.
24 Mch. Hires James Oldham as house joiner at Monticello.
30 Mch. Instructs Enoch Edwards on purchase of a carriage at Philadelphia.

1 Apr. Leaves Washington for Monticello, arriving on 4 Apr.
20 Apr. Calculates tobacco crop for 1800 at Monticello to be 10,028 lbs.;

receives four carriage horses purchased for $1,600.
26 Apr. Leaves Monticello for Washington, arriving on 29 Apr.
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THE PAPERS OF

T H O M A S  J E F F E R S O N

Announcement of Election Results
[17 Feb. 1801]

By Express from the City of Washington ! !
To the EDITORS of the TIMES.

THIS moment the election is decided. Morris, from Vermont, ab-
sented himself, so that Vermont was for Je≠erson. The four members
from Maryland, who had voted for Burr, put in blank tickets. The
result was then ten for Je≠erson.

I hope you will have the cannon out to announce the news.
Yours,

N.B. This was the second ballot to-day. Bayard is appointed ambas-
sador to France.

Tuesday, two o’clock.

k gk g

Printed (ICN).

the times: The Times; and District of
Columbia Daily Advertiser, which was
published in Alexandria, Virginia. TJ
perhaps did not see the handbill above,
which was made up in the newspaper’s
o∞ce on 17 Feb. and provided many Vir-
ginians with their first confirmation of
his election. In Fredericksburg on the
evening of the 19th, Fontaine Maury saw
a copy that was on its way by express mes-
senger to Governor James Monroe in
Richmond. The editors of the Times re-
printed the announcement in their
columns on 18 Feb., omitting the sentence
about the cannon salute. By then can-
nonades had already taken place in
Alexandria, where celebrants fired 16
rounds from an artillery piece brought to
the courthouse square on the 17th, and
they repeated the tribute from a wharf on
the Potomac that evening. Cannon shots
also announced the news in Fredericksburg

(Alexandria Times, 18 Feb. 1801; Madi-
son, Papers, 17:471).

bayard is appointed ambassador:
in a letter dated 13 Feb., but presented to
the Senate on Tuesday, the 17th, John
Adams nominated James A. Bayard as
minister plenipotentiary to France. The
Senate debated the appointment on 18
Feb. and consented to it the next day. On
2 Mch., Adams notified the Senate that
the Delaware congressman had declined
the appointment “for reasons equally ap-
plicable to every other person suitable for
the service.” The president concluded that
he would leave the appointment of a min-
ister and the conveyance of the Conven-
tion of 1800 to France to his successor,
that he “may proceed with them according
to his wisdom” (jep, 1:380, 382-3, 388).

As the single Delaware vote, Bayard
had played a pivotal role in breaking the
tie between TJ and Burr in the House. 
On 17 Feb., after the decisive ballot,
Bayard wrote Allen McLane, the avowedly



From Hugh Henry Brackenridge
Sir, Pittsburg February 17th: 1801.

Just about to leave this place to which I will not return until the
first of June next. In the mean time shall be in Philadelphia and on
the circuit.

The event of your Presidency has most probably by this time taken
place, at least designation of taking place on the fourth of March next.
I think it morally impossible that the vote of Congress could ultimately
be contrary to the voice of the nation known in fact, though not organ-
ically expressed; or that the terrific consequences of a suspension, or
usurpation of the federal government would be dared. Thinking of you
then as the President designate, and on the fourth of March next about
to assume the extensive trust, I wish to intrude upon you for a moment
with an observation on the removal of quondam o∞cers which may be
necessary, and to a certain extent take place. This, the more, because an
answer to a question of yours made to me in Philadelphia, and what
was said by me in a letter addressed to you some time ago may mislead
as to my opinion correctly stated on this subject.
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Federalist collector at Wilmington: “Mr
Je≠erson is our President. Our opposition
was continued till it was demonstrated
that Burr could not be brought in, and
even if he could he meant to come in as a
Democrat. In such case to evidence his sin-
cerity he must have swept every o∞cer in
the U. States. I have direct information
that Mr Je≠erson will not pursue that
plan.” Bayard noted that the New En-
gland congressmen had been ready “to go
without a constitution and take the risk of
a Civil War.” In the end, “Mr J. did not get
a Foederal vote. Vermont gave a vote by
means of Morris withdrawing—the same
thing happened with Maryland. The
Votes of S. Carolina and Delaware were
blank.” Bayard concluded: “I have taken
good care of you, and think if prudent, you
are safe.” At some point, TJ received a
copy of this letter from Thomas Mann
Randolph and noted: “Bayard James A. of
Delaware. a copy of a letter from him to
Colo. Mc.lane of Delaware, written pend-
ing the election between Th:J and A. Burr
the original was put by Colo Mc.lane in to
the hands of TMR. who made this copy
from it” (Tr in DLC, in Randolph’s

hand, with TJ’s notation on verso; RC in
ViU, addressed: “Allen MClane Esqr
Wilmington Delaware,” franked and post-
marked; Tr in same, reportedly in the hand
of Judge Allen McLane—a descendant—
summarized and incomplete, lacks final
sentence that concludes “if prudent you
are safe”; for the second Tr, see Elizabeth
Donnan, ed., Papers of James A. Bayard,
1796-1815 [Washington, D.C., 1915; repr.
New York, 1971], 127-8).

TJ may have received the transcript of
this letter from his son-in-law in 1806,
when depositions were taken regarding
the charge that TJ had bargained with
Bayard for the presidency, through the
o∞ces of Samuel Smith. Randolph was
serving as a Virginia congressman at the
time. For a discussion of the controversy,
see Malone, Je≠erson, 4:487-93; Joanne
B. Freeman, A≠airs of Honor: National
Politics in the New Republic (New Haven,
2001), 250-3; and Kline, Burr, 2:962-8.
TJ was accused of agreeing not to dis-
miss certain government o∞cers on polit-
ical grounds alone, specifically McLane
and George Latimer, collector at
Philadelphia (Malone, Je≠erson, 4:489).



The question was, what the e≠ect of the decision and proscription
as it was called, of Governor McKean’s Administration in the removal
of o∞cers. My answer was that having not acted with that rigor he
would not have been Governor a second time, and that in a memoir to
him I had strongly enforced that rigor with regard to the Western
Country.

In my letter to you I have said to this e≠ect if my memory serves me
that in the change of our elections in favor of the republican interest,
experience has shewn that the advice was salutary. But meaning now
to explain, I have to say that the removal of o∞cers by Governor
McKean was not indiscriminate, but guided by nice discernment
judgment and discretion. Policy was consulted, and where the o∞cer
was not bad, and had not been an outrageous adversary he was notq
removed unless indeed in some instance where the o∞ce was ab-
solutely wanted to compensate an active friend, perhaps more in need
of it than the o∞cer who had possessed it. General hostility and war
must be moderated by a skillful man in order to support himself for
the use of his friends. Hitting the exact medium in this most delicate
part of administration must depend on the most intimate knowledge
of characters and standing. Your removals will doubtless be confined
chiefly to the higher state o∞cers for some time but will extend ulti-
mately and gradually through the whole organization of the system.
It may be of use to you therefore to have the information of the most
inconsiderable. It will be of the less consequence for me because there
will be representatives in Congress from the districts can inform. Our
o∞cers in the Western Country in the Revenue have chiefly been
under the appointment of Ross or Addison, I mean Assessors &ca.

It strikes me to say something on the o∞cial arrangement of the
War O∞ce which occurs to me from the attention I have paid to it
from my residence in this Country which has been with short inter-
vals the scene of war for a long time. The errors of military men, or
of arrangements in the Army department have been obvious. The
present administration appears to be at a loss for a War o∞cer the
succeeding will be at a loss for some time also. The War department
has long labored under disorders which menaced its destruction—
founded on false principles, it has grown in errors and increased in
deformities; and now having reached a state of utter chaos, it is to be
consigned with all its odium to a new administrator, without records
to instruct, guide, guard or govern Him. In this state of things it
occurs, that the Senior military o∞cer may be usefully employed in
removing the embarrassments and perplexities which encompass
this department—Because he has had the chief command of the
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established troops for more than four years, and has preserved his
o∞cial correspondence since the year ninety.

It is presumable that he possesses a perfect knowledge of the troops
in being, as well their moral energies as their physical capacities.

He understands perfectly the disposition of these troops, & the mo-
tives which directed it; and commanding an intimate knowledge of
the geography of his country, of the Indian occupancies and force
within its limits, and of the fortifications of foreign Powers which
border thereon, their strength and objects; he can best determine the
expediency of maintaining our present posts, of demolishing them or
of erecting new ones.

The obligations of duty which have pointed his attentions to the
several departments of the Army, their provisions and expenditures
enable him to explain the total destitution of responsibility, of order,
discrimation and œconomy throughout, and will assist him to sug-
gest the necessary remedies, to correct the follies and abuses which
pervade every branch of service.

At the same time his knowledge of individual merits and preten-
tions, and of the proper functions of the host of dependents attached
to the Military, will enable him to select and to recommend the hon-
est, the able and the deserving.

Being in possession of the immediate projects as well as the ulti-
mate views of the late administration (for the present is without plan
principle or design) he may derive much utility from this source.

Give him then the charge of the department to retrench and sys-
tematize it—being a western man and popular in the most remote
settlements, this avocation may flatter, oblige and give confidence to
the people of that portion of the Union. While a minister, competent
to the able discharge of the important duties of the station, may be
sought for at leisure.

I am Sir With solicitude for your o∞cial honor and personal hap-
piness, Your Most Obedient Humble Servant

H H Brackenridge
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RC (DLC); in a clerk’s hand, signed by
Brackenridge; endorsed by TJ as re-
ceived 28 Feb. and so recorded in SJL.

The earlier letter from Brackenridge
was that of 30 Jan.

senior military o∞cer: James
Wilkinson.

q Preceding three words repeated in
MS.



From Thomas Leiper
Dear Sir Philada. Febry. 17th. 1801—

I have this day examined nine Hogsheads of your Tobacco and find
none of them have been Wet & Dried again—It is true one of them is
a little wet but when it received this damage none can tell it might
have been in comming down your River or it might have received it
on its way to Philadelphia but it is so extremely little that I think
there is nothing due on the Score of Damage. Six of the Hhds of
Tobo. were inspected at SPR Two at NNS and One at Lynch. Jack-
son & Wharton are extremely sorry for the information they give me
the other day that one of your Hhds fell short in weight 234 lb. this
Hhd they find on examination to be none of yours. J & Wharton
shewed me an invoice of Tobacco purchased at the same time of yours
which they say the quality was supperiour to yours—Ten Hhds at
31/6 and Fourteen Hhds at 33/ pr Ct. V. Currency—J & Wharton in-
forms their orders at Richmond was not to exceed for the very best
Tobacco Five Dollars Fifty Cents—their friends from the character of
your Tobacco give six and ship’t it them informing them at the same
time if they would give them the first Cost and Commission they
might have it which they agreed to do. It was not convenient to see
any more of the Tobacco to day but I give them to understand I
should attend when the others were opened and if there was any
damage I had full powers from you to make the Allowence They in-
formed me I ought to make an allowence of half a Dollar pr Ct. as the
quality was not so good as formerly I was obliged to acknowledge it
was the worst crop of yours I ever saw—I asked them their price for
the whole Crop they said 7L Dollars—I told them that was half a
Dollar more than any sale that had been made in Town and I told
them that about the time they made a Purchase of your Tobacco they
had sold Twenty Hhds to be picked from 40 for six Dollars and a half
at 60 and 90 days being in possission of these facts they had nothing
to say but still I must inform you if the Crop of Tobacco I purchased
of you last year and the Crop of yours in the hands of J & Wharton
were both for sale. I certainly would give some wuajj or One Dollar pr
Ct. more for what I had than what J & Wharton have got for sale—
The prices of Tobacco at Richmond on the 10th. New 30/ Old 34/
Cash—& 36/ at 90 days—and as the Virginians expect great things
from their intercourse with France I still hope that J & W will get
clear of their Tobo. without much loss—I was beged to take it at Cost
and charges but as the Tobacco was sound I did not see any claim
they had upon you unless your friends engaged it as good as what
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I purchased of you last year. in that case they would. I still see the ap-
pearance as if the Tobacco had been hung up from hands taken from
the heart of the Hhds but nothing like as if they had been Wet—I ob-
serve you have said nothing to Clark or Gibson & Je≠erson respectg.
the Tobacco. to the later I think you should say nothing but Clark you
may give my compliment to him and inform it is my opinion if he
handles your Tobacco as bad as he has done it this last year you will
soon lose your Character of raising fine Tobacco—I am Dear Sir

Your most Obedient St. Thomas Leiper
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RC (MHi); at foot of text: “Hon:
Thomas Je≠erson Vice President of the 
U States”; endorsed by TJ as received
20 Feb. and so recorded in SJL.

information they give me the
other day: See Leiper to TJ, 11 Feb.
1801, Vol. 32:572-4.

their friends: McMurdo & Fisher.

From George Meade
My dear Sir Philadelphia 17th. February 1801

Interested as I am & every man in America must & ought to be,
you must no doubt suppose I am exceedingly Concernd & very de-
sirous of knowing the result of the Election for President of the
United States. you may remember that I informd You, how much I
was hurt by Mr Adams behaviour respecting the Oration deliverd at
our Chappel, nevertheless I am free to declare I wishd him from his
long Services (tho’ many of them, not approved of by me, as well as
others) that he might have been the Successful Candidate at the present
Election; but when I came to know he would not be so, & certain, that
neither Mr Burr or his friends, could ever entertain an Idea, that he
would be the Man, I confess I have felt exceedingly hurt & Mortifyd,
that my worthy Mr Je≠erson, has not had an unanimous Vote, to make
him President. it is a disgrace to the Proceedings of Congress, & will
hurt us exceedingly, in the Eyes of all Europe. I have been almost led
to curse Party Proceedings, to which only this measure, can be at-
tributed. I yet hope that those unthinking & deluded States, will re-
cover their Senses, & do what is right, by Electing you, & which I am
pleased to find, many of the other Side of the Question, wish may be
the Case. may you I most sincerely wish be the man, & may you so
Conduct Yourself as to put an end to Party Spirit, & gain Immortal
honor & be revered as much as our late father of his Country Wash-
ington was, by America at large. it is Impossible to Please all Parties,
let a man only act, what he deems most beneficial for the good of his
Country, & merit must & will have its reward. I wait most anxiously
for the decision, & hope in the Course of the week at furthest, to have



Confirmd what I wish for that my friend Mr Je≠erson may be
announcd to his Country, as our President. I would sooner
have addressd you, but that I have been very unwell & am but just
recovering from my Indisposition. with every good wish, & with
Sincere Esteem, & regard, believe me to be My Dr. Sir

Your a≠t. friend, obliged, & most Obedt. hble Servant
Geo: Meade

I am apprehensive I shall be too late for to days Post
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RC (DLC); addressed: “Honble Thomas Je≠erson Esqr President of the Senate, &
Vice President of the United States Washington City Mail”; franked and postmarked; en-
dorsed by TJ as received 20 Feb. and so recorded in SJL.

From Nicholas J. Roosevelt
sir! New York Feby. 17th. 1801—

I understand sir! that the bill to incorporate a company to work
mines and manufacture Metals in the United States is now before
your house

I hope you will pardon the liberty I have taken of addressing you
on the subject of the Bill when I inform you that I have for several
years past been strugling with all the means I could command to
make this business successful and find after committing my all, to the
event of its success, that few, if any, individual fortunes are equal to
the necessary expence of the establishments I have commenced.
I must therefore sir! entreat you as the friend of useful manufactures
to a≠ord your kind aid and influence with the members of the
Senate.—I would have written to you on this subject before had I not
expected Chancellor Livingston at my house every day, from whom
I intended getting a letter to you on the subject—This Gentleman has
regularly visited the works (I have erected) every few months since
their commencement and you will see by his subscription to the
Mine & Metal Company that he has no doubt of the success of this
business provided the Act passes—The Genn. (G Morris) who so
warmly opposed the bill the last session is I am informed still
opposed, and I fear many others of his party, who would I am
convinced rather see me derive that aid from Great Britain which
I now solicite from the goverment of the United States. I cannot
otherwise see on what grounds Mr. M can oppose the Bill—he
cannot possibly oppose it on the grounds of it being unconstitutional
when he reflects that the US Bank dailey does business under the
Charter granted by Congress:—nor can he oppose it on the principle



of monopoly, when he sees that the capital is limitted to a sum, barely
su∞cient for the objects contemplated, and confined solely to those
objects.—

To intrude any longer on your patience would be taking a liberty
which I am not entitld to till I obtain a proper introduction—I will
therefore close by assuring you that I am sir!

with the greatest respect Your Obedient & Humble St.
Nichs. J. Roosevelt
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RC (MH); at head of text: “The Honl.
Thos. Je≠erson Esqr.”; endorsed by TJ as
received 23 Feb. and so recorded in SJL.

Nicholas J. Roosevelt (1767-1854) es-
tablished the Soho metal works in New
Jersey, operated a rolling mill near
Philadelphia, and had a contract to supply
the U.S. Navy with copper. He also de-
signed and built steam engines, including
one for Robert R. Livingston’s experi-
mental steam-powered boat, the Polacca.
Roosevelt later joined Livingston and
Robert Fulton in developing steam navi-
gation on western rivers. In 1808 he mar-

ried Benjamin Latrobe’s daughter Lydia
(anb; Vol. 31:548).

A bill for the incorporation of Roo-
sevelt’s copper mining enterprise had
passed the House of Representatives on
30 Jan. and was, when Roosevelt wrote
the letter above, in the hands of a Senate
committee. On 2 Mch. the Senate de-
clined to advance the bill to a third read-
ing (jhr, 3:740, 766, 778-9; js, 3:120,
136, 138). A similar measure had failed in
the previous session of Congress. For Liv-
ingston’s involvement in the company
and TJ’s comments on the incorporation
attempt, see Vol. 31:547-50.

Notes on a Letter of William Pinkney
[after 17 Feb. 1801]

a letter from mr Pinckney to mr Thompson the brother in
law of mr Mercer, communicated to mr Rodney,q by mr Duval who
had seen it, and to Colo. Mercer by Thompson.

‘that nothing had raised the credit of America in the eyes of
Europe, & even of England itself, as the late election; & that had he
been here himself he would have supported it with all his might.’

MS (DLC: TJ Papers, 232:42032);
undated; entirely in TJ’s hand.

William Pinkney was serving as one of
the U.S. commissioners in London ap-
pointed to settle claims under Article 7 of
the Jay Treaty when the letter described
above was written. Upon learning how
the letter was being interpreted, he wrote
his brother Ninian on 21 July 1801:
“Report has certainly taken great liberties
with my letter to Mr. Thompson. Undoubt-
edly I have never written to any person
sentiments that go the length you state.”

Pinkney noted that when the contest was
reduced to TJ and Burr, he decidedly pre-
ferred TJ and, when the result of the elec-
tion in the House of Representatives was
known, he may have noted to some of his
friends that he was “highly pleased” with
the outcome. He also admitted that he
had earlier observed that, unlike some
Federalists, he was not alarmed at the
prospect of a change in administration.
Pinkney concluded: “I never could per-
suade myself to tremble, lest the United
States should find, in the presidency of
Mr. Je≠erson, the evils which might be



Notes on New York Patronage
[after 17 Feb. 1801]

David Gelston of N.Y. Collector of revenue vice Sands. recommdd. by
Genl. John Smith.

estimable, popular, a merchant formerly.—but Armstrong says not
estimated
devoted to Burr. at any rate this is to lie for further information.q
Willett is not popular, not esteemd
liv’d. in ad—y &c—a tool &c—
not approvd. by Clinton. devotd to B.
_____

Rogers the naval o∞cer is an Englishman, come over not long since.
_____

Harrison & Giles ought to go out.
H. a revolutry. tory
G. was an o∞cer. most violent party man.
packs grand juriesr
_____

Willett was a sheri≠ many years and a very good one. he might do for
that. still not popular.
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expected to flow from a weak or a wicked
government. I am, on the contrary,
satisfied that he has talents, knowledge,
integrity, and stake in the country su∞cient
to give us well-founded confidence, that
our a≠airs will be well administered so far
as shall depend on him.” But in the sum-
mer of 1800, Pinkney had also expressed
confidence in Adams’s administration
and noted to his brother Ninian that he
had “done nothing to deserve to be dis-
carded.” He continued: “Slight errors
should be overlooked in a man who means
well, and who has acted essentially right
in situations peculiarly arduous and em-
barrassing” (anb; Henry Wheaton, Some

Account of the Life, Writings, and
Speeches of William Pinkney [Philadel-
phia, 1826], 36-7; William Pinkney, The
Life of William Pinkney [New York,
1853], 369-73).

Hugh thompson was married to Eliz-
abeth Sprigg and John F. mercer to
Sophia Sprigg, daughters of Richard and
Margaret Caile Sprigg (Papenfuse,
Maryland Legislature, 2:594).

q TJ first wrote “the brother in law of
mr Duval who communicated it to mr
Rodney” before altering the passage to
read as above and adding the remainder
of the sentence.

MS (DNA: RG 59, LAR, 4:0549); un-
dated; entirely in TJ’s hand, written on a
scrap of paper, probably at several sittings
as indicated by interlineations and hori-
zontal rules.

On 9 July TJ appointed David gel-
ston to replace Joshua Sands as collector

of New York. john smith and Senator
John armstrong were in Washington
serving as members of the Sixth Congress
from New York and thus were available to
o≠er their opinions on Gelston’s candidacy
immediately following TJ’s election in the
House. Noting that he did not know TJ
personally, Gelston, on 13 Mch., requested



To John Adams
Sir, In Senate, February the 18th. 1801.

I do myself the honor to enclose to you a Resolution of the Senate
of this day.

I have the honor to be, Sir, Your most obedient and very humble
servant Th: Jefferson
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that Madison intervene with the president
in his favor. Madison forwarded Gelston’s
letter to TJ; the president endorsed it and
kept it with his papers on appointments
(RC in DNA: RG 59, LAR; Biog. Dir.
Cong.; jep, 1:403; Madison, Papers, Sec.
of State Ser., 1:16-17; Appendix i, List 3).

liv’d. in ad—y: lived in adultery. In
1799 Marinus Willett divorced Susannah
Vardle, whom he had married in 1793 im-
mediately after the death of his first wife.
Shortly after the divorce he married Mar-
garet Bancker, a much younger woman
than he. Willett also had an illegitimate
son who was born in 1783 while he was
married to his first wife (anb; Kline,
Burr, 1:524n). See also Willett to TJ, 24
Feb. 1801.

Although a Federalist with a Loyalist
background, Richard rogers retained
his lucrative position as naval o∞cer at
the customs o∞ce until 1803 because the

Republicans could not agree upon an ac-
ceptable replacement for him (Kline,
Burr, 1:537-8; jep, 1:453).

In late March, TJ removed Richard
Harison, the U.S. district attorney for
New York nominated by Washington in
1789, and Aquila giles, the U.S. marshal
in New York since 1792. In one of his
lists, TJ noted that Giles was “delinquent
in money largely.” TJ appointed Edward
Livingston and John Swartwout to serve,
respectively, in those positions (jep, 1:32-
3, 121-2, 217, 362-3; Appendix i, Lists 3
and 4). That TJ does not list the candi-
dates for these o∞ces indicates that he
wrote this note early in his consideration
of New York appointments.

q Preceding passage, beginning at “but
Armstrong,” interlined.

r Preceding three words interlined above
“party man.”

RC (DNA: RG 59, MLR); at foot of
text: “The President of the United
States”; in hand of Samuel A. Otis,
signed by TJ. Not recorded in SJL.
Enclosure: Senate resolution of 18 Feb.
(same, in Otis’s hand; see below).

The Senate on 18 Feb., after receiving
o∞cial notification from the House of
Representatives that the presidential elec-
tion had been completed, passed a reso-
lution requesting the president of the
U.S. to send Aaron Burr notification of
his election to the vice presidency. In ac-

cordance with the resolution, TJ as presi-
dent of the Senate signed a certificate that
confirmed the opening and counting of
the electoral votes on the second Wednes-
day in February and the subsequent
breaking of the electoral tie by the House,
“by all of which it appears, that Aaron
Burr Esquire, of New York, is duly
elected, agreeably to the Constitution,
Vice President of the United States of
America.” The resolution called for TJ to
transmit the certificate to Adams (MS in
PHi, certificate dated 18 Feb., in a clerk’s
hand, signed by TJ, sealed; js, 3:127-8).
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