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The World Philosophy Made
How philosophy transformed human knowledge 
and the world we live in

Philosophical investigation is the root of all human 
knowledge. Developing new concepts, reinterpreting 
old truths, and reconceptualizing fundamental 
questions, philosophy has progressed—and driven 
human progress—for more than two millennia. In 
short, we live in a world philosophy made. In this 
concise history of philosophy’s world-shaping impact, 
Scott Soames demonstrates that the modern world—
including its science, technology, and politics—simply 
would not be possible without the accomplishments 
of philosophy.

Firmly rebutting the misconception of philosophy as 
ivory-tower thinking, Soames traces its essential con-
tributions to fields as diverse as law and logic, psychol-
ogy and economics, relativity and rational decision 
theory. Beginning with the giants of ancient Greek 
philosophy, The World Philosophy Made chronicles the 
achievements of the great thinkers, from the medieval 
and early modern eras to the present. It explores how 
philosophy has shaped our language, science, math-
ematics, religion, culture, morality, education, and 
politics, as well as our understanding of ourselves.

Philosophy’s idea of rational inquiry as the key to 
theoretical knowledge and practical wisdom has 
transformed the world in which we live. From the 
laws that govern society to the digital technology that 
permeates modern life, philosophy has opened up new 
possibilities and set us on more productive paths. The 
World Philosophy Made explains and illuminates as 
never before the inexhaustible richness of philosophy 
and its influence on our individual and collective lives.

SCOTT SOAMES is Distinguished Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Southern California 
and a member of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. His many books include Philosophical Anal-
ysis in the Twentieth Century; The Analytic Tradition 
in Philosophy, volumes one and two; and Analytic 
Philosophy in America. 
2019. 464 pages. 13 b/w illus. 1 table.
Hardback  9780691176925 $29.95 | £25.00
E-book  9780691197418

“Philosophy is everywhere, so much so that we 
don’t always notice it, or how it affects us. 
Scott Soames makes a powerful case that 
philosophy has not devolved into abstractions 
suited only for the ivory tower. Rather, it 
continues to vibrantly and crucially interact 
with our intellectual concerns and our every-
day lives. This is the story of philosophy that 
needed to be told.”
—Sean Carroll, author of The Big Picture: On the 
Origins of Life, Meaning, and the Universe Itself

“This is a fantastic book, very possibly one of 
the most important in many years. It is a paean 
to the philosophical enterprise that also brings 
precise philosophical thought to bear on the 
enduring questions of human existence.”
—Hans Halvorson, Princeton University

“A unique and very valuable book. As Soames 
shows, without philosophy our world would 
be utterly different.”
—Alex Byrne, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

cover artwork: Emily Bernstein
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“This is a bold, stimulating reflection on what it is to be 
a person. Written with flair and wit, it is at once 
remarkably personal and universal.”
—Susan Wolf, author of The Variety of Values

On Being Me
We’ve all had to puzzle over such profound matters as 
birth, death, regret, free will, agency, and love. How 
might philosophy help us think through these vital 
concerns? In On Being Me, renowned moral philoso-
pher J. David Velleman presents a concise, accessible, 
and intimate exploration into subjects that we care 
deeply about, offering compelling insights into what 
it means to be human. Beautifully illustrated by New 
Yorker contributing artist Emily Bernstein, On Being 
Me invites us to approach life philosophically.

J. DAVID VELLEMAN is professor of philosophy and 
bioethics at New York University. His books include 
How We Get Along and Self to Self. He is a founding 
editor of the open-access journal Philosophers’ Imprint. 
EMILY C. BERNSTEIN is a visual artist and animator. Her 
work has been published in the New Yorker and on 
Vice.com.

“Artificial You is brimming with useful tools for think-
ing about the mind and its future.”
—David J. Chalmers, author of The Conscious Mind: 
In Search of a Fundamental Theory

Artificial You
Humans may not be Earth’s most intelligent beings 
for much longer: the world champions of chess, Go, 
and Jeopardy! are now all AIs. Given the rapid pace 
of progress in AI, many predict that it could advance 
to human-level intelligence within the next several 
decades. From there, it could quickly outpace human 
intelligence. What do these developments mean 
for the future of the mind? In Artificial You, Susan 
Schneider says that it is inevitable that AI will take 
intelligence in new directions, but urges that it is up to 
us to carve out a sensible path forward. 

SUSAN SCHNEIDER is the NASA/Baruch Blumberg 
Chair at the Library of Congress and the director of 
the AI, Mind and Society Group at the University of 
Connecticut. Her work has been featured by the New 
York Times, Scientific American, Smithsonian, Fox TV, 
History Channel, and more. 

2019. 192 pages. 9 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691180144 $24.95 | £22.00
E-book  9780691197777  Audiobook  9780691199092

April 2020. 96 pages. 15 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691200958 $12.95 | £10.99
E-book  9780691200965
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“A vivid mixture of memoir, philosophical reflection, and 
stories . . . Lost in Thought is an inspiring, elegant, and 
original defense of the intrinsic value of intellectual life.”
—Kieran Setiya, author of Midlife

Lost in Thought
In an overloaded, superficial, technological world, in 
which almost everything and everybody is judged by 
its usefulness, where can we turn for escape, lasting 
pleasure, contemplation, or connection to others? 
While many forms of leisure meet these needs, Zena 
Hitz writes, few experiences are so fulfilling as the 
inner life, whether that of a bookworm, an amateur 
astronomer, a birdwatcher, or someone who takes 
a deep interest in one of countless other subjects. 
Drawing on inspiring examples, from Socrates and 
Augustine to Malcolm X and Elena Ferrante, and 
from films to Hitz’s own experiences as someone who 
walked away from elite university life in search of 
greater fulfillment, Lost in Thought is a passionate and 
timely reminder that a rich life is a life rich in thought.

ZENA HITZ is a Tutor in the pioneering great books 
program at St. John’s College in Annapolis, Maryland. 

“A brief and powerful book.”
—Robert D. Richardson, author of William James:  
In the Maelstrom of American Modernism

Sick Souls, Healthy Minds
In 1895, William James, the father of American 
philosophy, delivered a lecture entitled “Is Life Worth 
Living?” It was no theoretical question for James, who 
had contemplated suicide during an existential crisis as 
a young man a quarter century earlier. Indeed, as John 
Kaag writes, “James’s entire philosophy, from begin-
ning to end, was geared to save a life, his life”—and 
that’s why it just might be able to save yours, too. Sick 
Souls, Healthy Minds is a compelling introduction to 
James’s life and thought that shows why the founder of 
pragmatism and empirical psychology—and an inspi-
ration for Alcoholics Anonymous—can still speak so 
directly and profoundly to anyone struggling to make 
a life worth living.

JOHN KAAG is the author of American Philosophy: A 
Love Story and Hiking with Nietzsche: On Becoming 
Who You Are. He is professor of philosophy at the 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell. 

March 2020. 160 pages. 
Hardback  9780691192161 $22.95 | £18.99
E-book  9780691200934

May 2020. 208 pages. 
Hardback  9780691178714 $22.95 | £18.99
E-book  9780691189239
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“Irrationality is a masterpiece: an urgent warning that 
no grand design of perfect rationality can provide the 
solution to the depravity of this political moment.”
—Yascha Mounk, author of The People vs. Democracy: 
Why Our Freedom Is in Danger and How to Save It

Irrationality
It’s a story we can’t stop telling ourselves. Once, 
humans were benighted by superstition and irratio-
nality, but then the Greeks invented reason. Later, the 
Enlightenment enshrined rationality as the supreme 
value. Discovering that reason is the defining feature of 
our species, we named ourselves the “rational animal.” 
But is this flattering story itself rational? From sex and 
music to religion and war, irrationality makes up the 
greater part of human life and history. Illuminating 
unreason at a moment when the world appears to have 
gone mad again, Irrationality is fascinating, provoca-
tive, and timely.

JUSTIN E. H. SMITH is professor of the history and phi-
losophy of science at the University of Paris 7–Denis 
Diderot. His books include The Philosopher: A History 
in Six Types.

“This is a hugely enjoyable and impressive book. As 
fresh and thoughtful as it is erudite, it is beautifully 
written and elegantly argued.”
—Clare Carlisle, author of On Habit

In Search of the Soul
The concept of the soul has been a recurring area of 
exploration since ancient times. What do we mean 
when we talk about finding our soul, how do we know 
we have one, and does it hold any relevance in today’s 
scientifically and technologically dominated society? 
From Socrates and Augustine to Darwin and Freud, In 
Search of the Soul takes readers on a concise, accessible 
journey into the origins of the soul in Western phi-
losophy and culture, and examines how the idea has 
developed throughout history to the present. A better 
understanding of the soul might help all of us better 
understand what it is to be human.

JOHN COTTINGHAM is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy 
at the University of Reading, Professor of Philosophy 
of Religion at Roehampton University, and an Honor-
ary Fellow of St. John’s College, Oxford.

2019. 344 pages. 1 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691178677 $29.95 | £25.00
E-book  9780691189666  Audiobook  9780691193472

February 2020. 192 pages. 1 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691174426 $22.95 | £18.99
E-book  9780691197586



4

“Wonderfully clear, absorbingly written, and ambitious, 
The Moral Nexus is an excellent book on a subject of 
the first importance in moral philosophy.”
—Arthur Ripstein, University of Toronto

The Moral Nexus
The Moral Nexus develops and defends a new interpre-
tation of morality—namely, as a set of requirements 
that connect agents normatively to other persons 
in a nexus of moral relations. According to this 
relational interpretation, moral demands are directed 
to other individuals, who have claims that the agent 
comply with these demands. Interpersonal morality, 
so conceived, is the domain of what we owe to each 
other, insofar as we are each persons with equal moral 
standing. The book offers fresh accounts of some of 
the moral phenomena that have seemed to resist treat-
ment in relational terms, showing that the relational 
interpretation is a viable framework for understanding 
our specific moral obligations to other people.

R. JAY WALLACE is the Judy Chandler Webb Distin-
guished Chair in the Department of Philosophy at the 
University of California, Berkeley.

“This is an exciting and groundbreaking book that has 
the potential to reshape our understanding of the 
nature of morality and our practices of holding one 
another responsible.”
—Angela M. Smith, coeditor of The Nature of Moral 
Responsibility

Freedom, Resentment,  
and the Metaphysics of Morals
P. F. Strawson’s 1962 paper “Freedom and Resent-
ment” is one of the most influential in modern moral 
philosophy, prompting responses across multiple 
disciplines, from psychology to sociology. In Freedom, 
Resentment, and the Metaphysics of Morals, Pamela 
Hieronymi closely reexamines Strawson’s paper and 
concludes that his argument has been underestimated 
and misunderstood. Rigorous, concise, and insightful, 
Hieronymi sheds new light on Strawson’s thinking and 
with profound implications for future work on free 
will, moral responsibility, and metaethics.

PAMELA HIERONYMI is professor of philosophy at the 
University of California, Los Angeles.

May 2020. 144 pages. 
Hardback  9780691194035 $35.00 | £30.00
E-book  9780691200972

Princeton Monographs in Philosophy

2019. 328 pages. 
Hardback  9780691172170 $39.95 | £34.00
E-book  9780691183923

Carl G. Hempel Lecture Series
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Philosophy of Physics:  
Space and Time
Tim Maudlin
Paperback  9780691165714  
$20.95 | £17.99
E-book  9781400842339

Philosophy of 
Mathematics
Øystein Linnebo
Paperback  9780691202297  
$21.95 | £18.99
E-book  9781400885244

Philosophy of Language
Scott Soames
Paperback  9780691155975  
$21.95 | £18.99
E-book  9781400833931

Philosophy of Biology
Peter Godfrey-Smith
Paperback  9780691174679  
$19.95 | £16.99
E-book  9781400850440

PRINCETON FOUNDATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHY

“Maudlin’s way of getting at quantum weirdness 
through eight experiments is beautiful.”
—David Wallace, University of Southern California

“Tim Maudlin is one of the world’s leading experts on 
the philosophy of physics, and he has a gift for digging 
deeply into foundations and explaining clearly what 
is there.”
—Sean Carroll, California Institute of Technology

Philosophy of Physics:  
Quantum Theory
In this book, Tim Maudlin, one of the world’s leading 
philosophers of physics, offers a sophisticated, original 
introduction to the philosophy of quantum mechan-
ics. The briefest, clearest, and most refined account of 
his influential approach to the subject, the book will be 
invaluable to all students of philosophy and physics.

TIM MAUDLIN is professor of philosophy at New York 
University. He is the author of Philosophy of Physics: 
Space and Time, Quantum Non-Locality and Relativ-
ity: Metaphysical Intimations of Modern Physics, The 
Metaphysics within Physics, and Truth and Paradox.

2019. 256 pages. 45 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691183527 $24.95 | £22.00
E-book  9780691190679

Scott Soames, Series Editor

These state-of-the-art books about major areas of active research in contemporary philosophy aim 
to provide high-level introductions for students and fresh perspectives for researchers. Written by 
leading experts in their subfields, these books present new, unified visions of their subjects, from 
their recent history and leading themes to their most exciting new developments and most important 
unanswered questions.
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“Larmore’s picture of our discipline is original and 
compelling, and the contrast with both moralism and 
realism is illuminating.”
—Jonathan Quong, University of Southern California

What Is Political Philosophy?
What is political philosophy? What are its fundamen-
tal problems? And how should it be distinguished 
from moral philosophy? In this book, Charles 
Larmore redefines the distinctive aims of political 
philosophy, reformulating in this light the basis of 
a liberal understanding of politics. The result is a 
compelling and distinctive intervention from a major 
political philosopher.

CHARLES LARMORE is professor of philosophy and 
the W. Duncan MacMillan Family Professor in the 
Humanities at Brown University. His previous works 
include The Autonomy of Morality and The Practices of 
the Self.

“Absolutely top-notch.”
—Robert Talisse, Vanderbilt University

Utopophobia
Throughout the history of political philosophy and 
politics, there has been continual debate about the 
roles of idealism versus realism. For contemporary 
political philosophy, this debate manifests in notions 
of ideal theory versus nonideal theory. Nonideal think-
ers shift their focus from theorizing about full social 
justice, asking instead which feasible institutional and 
political changes would make a society more just. Ideal 
thinkers, on the other hand, question whether full 
justice is a standard that any society is likely ever to 
satisfy. And, if social justice is unrealistic, are attempts 
to understand it without value or importance, and 
merely utopian? Demonstrating that unrealistic 
standards of justice can be both sound and valuable to 
understand, Utopophobia stands as a trenchant defense 
of ideal theory in political philosophy.

DAVID ESTLUND is the Lombardo Professor of the 
Humanities in the Philosophy Department at Brown 
University. He is the author of Democratic Authority: 
A Philosophical Framework.

May 2020. 192 pages. 
Hardback  9780691179148 $29.95 | £25.00
E-book  9780691200873

2019. 400 pages. 2 tables.
Hardback  9780691147161 $35.00 | £30.00
E-book  9780691197500
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“A history of ideas that anyone interested in these issues 
will now simply have to read.”
—Charles Mills, author of Black Rights / White 
Wrongs: The Critique of Racial Liberalism

“Destined to be an instant classic.”
—Samuel Moyn, author of Not Enough: Human 
Rights in an Unequal World

In the Shadow of Justice
In the Shadow of Justice tells the story of how liberal 
political philosophy was transformed in the second 
half of the twentieth century under the influence of 
John Rawls. In this first-ever history of contemporary 
liberal theory, Katrina Forrester shows how liberal 
egalitarianism—a set of ideas about justice, equality, 
obligation, and the state—became dominant, and 
traces its emergence from the political and ideological 
context of the postwar United States and Britain. In 
the Shadow of Justice offers a rigorous look at liberal-
ism’s ambitions and limits.

KATRINA FORRESTER is assistant professor of govern-
ment and social studies at Harvard University. 

“This book defends a pathbreaking theory of democ-
racy as a partnership among equals. It has all the 
makings of a classic: commanding clarity, a devastating 
attack on democratic practice today, and institutional 
proposals that should give us some hope.”
—Eric Beerbohm, Harvard University

Democratic Equality
Democracy establishes relationships of political 
equality, ones in which citizens equally share authority 
over what they do together and respect one another as 
equals. But in today’s divided public square, democracy 
is challenged by political thinkers who disagree about 
how democratic institutions should be organized, 
and by antidemocratic politicians who exploit 
uncertainties about what democracy requires and why 
it matters. Democratic Equality mounts a bold and 
persuasive defense of democracy as a way of making 
collective decisions, showing how equality of authority 
is essential to relating equally as citizens.

JAMES LINDLEY WILSON is assistant professor of politi-
cal science at the University of Chicago.

2019. 320 pages. 
Hardback  9780691190914 $39.95 | £34.00
E-book  9780691194141

2019. 432 pages. 
Hardback  9780691163086 $35.00 | £30.00
E-book  9780691189420
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“Extraordinarily rigorous and detailed in its research, 
this book provides an exciting new perspective on the 
origins of philosophy in ancient Greece.”
—Richard Bett, Johns Hopkins University

Calling Philosophers Names
Taking a new approach to the history of early Greek 
philosophy, Calling Philosophers Names seeks to un-
derstand who were called philosophoi or “philosophers” 
and why, and how the use of and reflections on the 
word contributed to the rise of a discipline. Drawing 
on a wide range of evidence, the book demonstrates 
that a word that began in part as a wry reference to a 
far-flung political bloc came, hardly a century later, to 
mean a life of determined self-improvement based on 
research, reflection, and deliberation. Early philosophy 
dedicated itself to justifying its own dubious-seeming 
enterprise. And this original impulse to seek legiti-
macy holds novel implications for understanding the 
history of the discipline and its influence.

CHRISTOPHER MOORE is associate professor of philoso-
phy and classics at Pennsylvania State University. He is 
the author of Socrates and Self-Knowledge.

“A masterpiece. . . . Goldin combines a mastery of the 
secondary literature, lucid prose, excellent translations, 
and an ability to indicate the texts’ modern relevance 
when appropriate.”
—Yuri Pines, author of The Everlasting Empire: The 
Political Culture of Ancient China and Its Imperial Legacy

The Art of Chinese Philosophy
This book provides an unmatched introduction to 
eight of the most important works of classical Chinese 
philosophy—the Analects of Confucius, Mozi, Men-
cius, Laozi, Zhuangzi, Sunzi, Xunzi, and Han Feizi. 
Combining accessibility with the latest scholarship, 
Paul Goldin, one of the world’s leading authorities on 
the history of Chinese philosophy, places these works 
in rich context as he explains the origin and meaning 
of their compelling ideas.

PAUL R. GOLDIN is professor of East Asian languages 
and civilizations at the University of Pennsylvania and 
the author of many books, including Confucianism, 
After Confucius, and Rituals of the Way: The Philosophy 
of Xunzi.

April 2020. 328 pages. 
Paperback  9780691200798 $24.95 | £22.00
Hardback  9780691200781 $35.00 | £30.00
E-book  9780691200811

2019. 440 pages. 1 map.
Hardback  9780691195056 $45.00 | £38.00
E-book  9780691197425
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“Clear and well informed . . . a useful guide for those 
reading Kant’s text for the first (or second or third) 
time.”
—Sally S. Sedgwick, University of Illinois at Chicago

Kant’s Philosophical Revolution
Perhaps the most influential work of modern philos-
ophy, Immanuel Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason is also 
one of the hardest to read, since it brims with complex 
arguments, difficult ideas, and tortuous sentences. In 
this short, accessible book, eminent philosopher and 
Kant expert Yirmiyahu Yovel helps readers find their 
way through the maze of Kant’s classic by providing 
a clear and authoritative summary of the entire work. 
The distillation of decades of studying and teaching 
Kant, Yovel’s “systematic explication” untangles the 
ideas and arguments of the Critique in the order in 
which Kant presents them. The result is an invaluable 
guide for philosophers and students.

YIRMIYAHU YOVEL (1935–2018) was professor 
emeritus of philosophy at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. His books include Kant and the Philosophy 
of History and Spinoza and Other Heretics.

“[A] rich investigation of the origins of philosophical 
thought in Greek culture.”
—Peter Adamson, New York Review of Books

The Beginnings of  
Philosophy in Greece
In this acclaimed book, Maria Michela Sassi recon-
structs the intellectual world of the early Greek “Preso-
cratics” to provide a richer understanding of the roots 
of what used to be called “the Greek miracle.” This 
unique study explores the full range of early Greek 
thinkers in the context of their worlds—from the 
Milesian natural thinkers, the rhapsode Xenophanes, 
and the mathematician and “shaman” Pythagoras, to 
the inspired Parmenides, the oracular Heraclitus, and 
the naturalist and seer Empedocles.

MARIA MICHELA SASSI teaches the history of ancient 
philosophy at the University of Pisa. Her books 
include The Science of Man in Ancient Greece.

June 2020. 128 pages. 
Paperback  9780691204574 $18.95 | £15.99
E-book  9781400890286

June 2020. 232 pages. 
Paperback  9780691204567 $19.95 | £16.99
E-book  9781400889761
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“This edition of George Eliot’s translation of Spinoza’s 
Ethics makes this important text accessible at last.”
—Suzy Anger, University of British Columbia

Spinoza’s Ethics
In 1856, Marian Evans completed her translation of 
Benedict de Spinoza’s Ethics while living in Berlin 
with the philosopher and critic George Henry Lewes. 
This would have become the first edition of Spinoza’s 
controversial masterpiece in English, but the transla-
tion remained unpublished because of a disagreement 
between Lewes and the publisher. Later that year, 
Evans turned to fiction writing, and by 1859 she had 
published her first novel under the pseudonym George 
Eliot. This splendid edition makes Eliot’s translation of 
the Ethics available to today’s readers while also tracing 
Eliot’s deep engagement with Spinoza both before and 
after she wrote the novels that established her as one of 
English literature’s greatest writers.

CLARE CARLISLE is Reader in Philosophy and Theology 
at King’s College London and a regular contributor to 
the Times Literary Supplement.

“A deeply intelligent book that treats key thinkers in 
philosophy, religion and the sciences fairly, humor-
ously and with a virtuosity reflecting more than half a 
century in the field.”—Paul Biegler, Cosmos

On Purpose
Can we live without the idea of purpose? Should we 
even try to? Kant thought we were stuck with it, and 
even Darwin, who profoundly shook the idea, was 
unable to kill it. Indeed, purpose seems to be making a 
comeback today, as both religious advocates of intelli-
gent design and some prominent secular philosophers 
argue that any explanation of life without the idea of 
purpose is missing something essential. On Purpose 
explores the history of purpose in philosophical, reli-
gious, scientific, and historical thought, from ancient 
Greece to the present. Along the way, it also takes 
up tough questions about the purpose of life—and 
whether it’s possible to have meaning without purpose.

MICHAEL RUSE is the Lucyle T. Werkmeister Professor 
of Philosophy and Director of the Program in the 
History and Philosophy of Science at Florida State 
University. 

2019. 320 pages. 
Paperback  9780691195957 $19.95 | £16.99
E-book  9781400888603

January 2020. 384 pages. 13 b/w illus. 2 tables.
Paperback  9780691193243 $26.95 | £22.00
E-book  9780691197043
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“An exhilarating read.”
—Anthony Morgan, The Philosopher

Idleness
For millennia, idleness and laziness have been seen as 
vices. We’re all expected to work to survive and get 
ahead, and devoting energy to anything but labor and 
self-improvement can seem like a luxury or a moral 
failure. Far from questioning this conventional wis-
dom, modern philosophers have entrenched it, viewing 
idleness as an obstacle to the ethical need people have 
to be autonomous, to be useful, to contribute to the 
social good, or simply to avoid boredom. In Idleness, 
the first book to challenge modern philosophy’s 
portrayal of inactivity, Brian O’Connor argues that 
the case against an indifference to work and effort is 
flawed—and that idle aimlessness may instead allow 
for the highest form of freedom.

BRIAN O’CONNOR is professor of philosophy at Uni-
versity College Dublin and the author of Adorno and 
Adorno’s Negative Dialectic.

“A concise, entertaining and humane guide through 
life’s most difficult territory.”
—Simon Ings, The Spectator

Midlife
How can you reconcile yourself with the lives you 
will never lead, with possibilities foreclosed, and with 
nostalgia for lost youth? How can you accept the 
failings of the past, the sense of futility in the tasks 
that consume the present, and the prospect of death 
that blights the future? In this self-help book with 
a difference, Kieran Setiya confronts the inevitable 
challenges of adulthood and middle age, showing how 
philosophy can help you thrive. Ranging from Aris-
totle, Schopenhauer, and John Stuart Mill to Virginia 
Woolf and Simone de Beauvoir, as well as drawing on 
Setiya’s own experience, Midlife combines imaginative 
ideas, surprising insights, and practical advice. Writing 
with wisdom and wit, Setiya makes a wry but passion-
ate case for philosophy as a guide to life.

KIERAN SETIYA is professor of philosophy at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology.

April 2020. 216 pages. 
Paperback  9780691204505 $17.95 | £14.99
E-book  9781400889617

2018. 200 pages. 
Paperback  9780691183282 $14.95 | £12.99
E-book  9781400888474
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“This book is essential reading in an age in which 
political systems appear to be failing and in flux and 
populations are becoming insecure and distrustful of 
their governments. . . . It should stimulate a debate that 
we need to have.”
—Lisa McKenzie, Times Higher Education

When All Else Fails
The economist Albert O. Hirschman famously argued 
that citizens of democracies have only three possible 
responses to injustice or wrongdoing by their gov-
ernments: we may leave, complain, or comply. But in 
When All Else Fails, Jason Brennan argues that there is 
a fourth option. When governments violate our rights, 
we may resist. We may even have a moral duty to do 
so. The result is a provocative challenge to long-held 
beliefs about how citizens may respond when govern-
ment officials behave unjustly or abuse their power.

JASON BRENNAN is the Robert J. and Elizabeth 
Flanagan Family Professor of Strategy, Economics, 
Ethics, and Public Policy at Georgetown University’s 
McDonough School of Business. His many books 
include Against Democracy and The Ethics of Voting.

“This brilliant book is a rich and terrific read.”
—Hélène Landemore, Yale University

The Tyranny of the Ideal
In his provocative new book, The Tyranny of the Ideal, 
Gerald Gaus lays out a vision for how we should theo-
rize about justice in a diverse society. Gaus shows how 
free and equal people, faced with intractable struggles 
and irreconcilable conflicts, might share a common 
moral life shaped by a just framework. He argues that 
if we are to take diversity seriously and if moral inquiry 
is sincere about shaping the world, then the pursuit of 
idealized and perfect theories of justice—essentially, the 
entire production of theories of justice that has dom-
inated political philosophy for the past forty years—
needs to change. Presenting an original framework for 
how we should think about morality, The Tyranny of the 
Ideal rigorously analyzes a theory of ideal justice more 
suitable for contemporary times.

GERALD GAUS is the James E. Rogers Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Arizona. His books 
include The Order of Public Reason and Justificatory 
Liberalism.

2019. 314 pages. 
Paperback  9780691183428 $29.95 | £25.00
E-book  9781400881048

2018. 288 pages. 
Hardback  9780691181714 $27.95 | £22.00
E-book  9780691183886
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“A brilliant and original way to encounter Adam 
Smith—a book that will still be read in fifty years.”
—David Warsh, author of Economic Principals: 
Masters and Mavericks of Modern Economics

“A gem of a book, a guide to a great thinker that is full 
of insights about the practical pursuit of living well.”
—Darrin M. McMahon, author of Happiness: A History

Our Great Purpose
Adam Smith is best known today as the founder of 
modern economics, but he was also an uncommonly 
brilliant philosopher who was especially interested 
in the perennial question of how to live a good life. 
Our Great Purpose is a short and illuminating guide 
to Smith’s incomparable wisdom on how to live well, 
written by one of today’s leading Smith scholars.

RYAN PATRICK HANLEY is professor of political science 
at Boston College. He is the author of Adam Smith 
and the Character of Virtue and the editor of Adam 
Smith: His Life, Thought, and Legacy and the Penguin 
Classics edition of Adam Smith’s The Theory of Moral 
Sentiments.

“A wonderfully written book about a beautiful friendship.”
—Tyler Cowen, Bloomberg View

The Infidel and the Professor
David Hume is arguably the most important philos-
opher ever to have written in English, but during his 
lifetime he was attacked as “the Great Infidel” for his 
religious skepticism and deemed unfit to teach the 
young. In contrast, Adam Smith, now hailed as the 
founding father of capitalism, was a revered professor 
of moral philosophy. Remarkably, Hume and Smith 
were best friends, sharing what Dennis Rasmussen 
calls the greatest of all philosophical friendships. The 
Infidel and the Professor tells the fascinating story 
of the close relationship between these towering 
Enlightenment thinkers—and how it influenced their 
world-changing ideas. It shows that Hume contributed 
more to economics—and Smith contributed more to 
philosophy—than is generally recognized. The result 
is a compelling account of a great friendship that had 
great consequences for modern thought.

DENNIS C. RASMUSSEN is professor of political science 
at Tufts University.

2019. 336 pages. 12 b/w illus.
Paperback  9780691192284 $18.95 | £15.99
E-book  9781400888467

2019. 176 pages. 
Hardback  9780691179445 $17.95 | £14.99
E-book  9780691197753
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“A profound meditation for our heedless era.”
—Elizabeth Kolbert, author of The Sixth Extinction

This Land Is Our Land
Today, we are at a turning point as we face ecological and political crises 
that are rooted in conflicts over the land itself. But these problems can 
be solved if we draw on elements of our tradition that move us toward 
a new commonwealth—a community founded on the well-being of 
all people and the natural world. In this brief, powerful, timely, and 
hopeful book, Jedediah Purdy, one of our finest writers and leading 
environmental thinkers, explores how we might begin to heal our frac-
tured and contentious relationship with the land and with each other.

JEDEDIAH PURDY is professor of law at Columbia Law School. 
2019. 200 pages. 
Hardback  9780691195643 $19.95 | £16.99 E-book  9780691198729

“Brilliantly argued. . . . Essential reading.”—Larissa MacFarquhar

Just Giving
Though we may laud wealthy individuals who give away their money 
for society’s benefit, Just Giving shows how such generosity not 
only isn’t the unassailable good we think it to be but might also 
undermine democratic values. Big philanthropy is often an exercise of 
power, the conversion of private assets into public influence. And it is 
a form of power that is largely unaccountable and lavishly tax-advan-
taged. Philanthropy currently fails democracy, but Rob Reich argues 
that it can be redeemed. 

ROB REICH is professor of political science and codirector of the Stan-
ford Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society at Stanford University.
May 2020. 256 pages. 
Paperback  9780691202273 $17.95 | £14.99 E-book  9780691184395

“A subtle philosophical exploration of the underappreciated costs 
involved in social mobility.”
—Harry Brighouse, coauthor of Educational Goods

Moving Up without Losing Your Way
Measuring the true cost of higher education for those from disadvan-
taged backgrounds, Moving Up without Losing Your Way looks at the 
ethical dilemmas of upward mobility faced by students as they strive 
to earn a successful place in society.

JENNIFER M. MORTON is associate professor of philosophy at the City 
College of New York and the Graduate Center, CUNY and senior 
fellow at the Center for Ethics and Education at the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison.
2019. 192 pages. 
Hardback  9780691179230 $26.95 | £22.00 E-book  9780691190655
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“A book for our times, Why Nationalism is carefully 
argued and fiercely written.”
—Michael Walzer, author of A Foreign Policy for the Left

Why Nationalism
Around the world today, nationalism is back—and 
it’s often deeply troubling. Populist politicians exploit 
nationalism for authoritarian, chauvinistic, racist, and 
xenophobic purposes, reinforcing the view that it is 
fundamentally reactionary and antidemocratic. But 
Yael (Yuli) Tamir makes a passionate argument for a 
very different kind of nationalism—one that revives its 
participatory, creative, and egalitarian virtues, answers 
many of the problems caused by neoliberalism and 
hyperglobalism, and is essential to democracy at its 
best. In Why Nationalism, she explains why it is more 
important than ever for the Left to recognize these 
qualities of nationalism, to reclaim it from right-wing 
extremists, and to redirect its power to progressive ends.

YAEL (YULI) TAMIR is president of Shenkar College of 
Engineering and Design and adjunct professor at the 
Blavatnik School of Government at the University of 
Oxford. 

2019. 224 pages. 7 b/w illus. 1 table.
Hardback  9780691190105 $24.95 | £22.00
E-book  9780691193359  Audiobook  9780691193557

“[A] luminous biography.”—Kirkus

Walter Kaufmann
Walter Kaufmann (1921–1980) was a charismatic 
philosopher, critic, translator, and poet who fled Nazi 
Germany at the age of eighteen, emigrating alone to 
the United States. He was astonishingly prolific until 
his untimely death at age fifty-nine, writing some doz-
en major books, all marked by breathtaking erudition 
and a provocative essayistic style. He single-handedly 
rehabilitated Nietzsche’s reputation after World War 
II and was enormously influential in introducing post-
war American readers to existentialism. Until now, no 
book has examined his intellectual legacy. This original 
study, both appreciative and critical, is the definitive 
intellectual life of one of the twentieth century’s most 
engaging yet neglected thinkers. It will introduce 
Kaufmann to a new generation of readers and serves 
as a fitting tribute to a scholar’s incomparable libido 
sciendi, or lust for knowledge.

STANLEY CORNGOLD is professor emeritus of German 
and comparative literature at Princeton University. 

2018. 760 pages. 
Hardback  9780691165011 $39.95 | £34.00
E-book  9780691184067
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“Bai possesses a rare combination of expertise in 
contemporary political philosophy and classical 
textual exegesis. He occupies his own well-defined 
territory in the intellectual and ideological landscape 
of contemporary Chinese political thought, and 

Against Political Equality is a welcome and much-
needed addition to the field.”
—Justin Tiwald, San Francisco State University

Against Political Equality
What might a viable political alternative to liberal 
democracy look like? In Against Political Equal-
ity, Tongdong Bai offers a possibility inspired by 
Confucian ideas. Exploring the deficiencies posed 
by many liberal democracies, Bai presents a novel 
Confucian-engendered alternative for solving today’s 
political problems.

TONGDONG BAI is the Dongfang Professor of Philos-
ophy at Fudan University in Shanghai and a Global 
Professor of Law at New York University School of 
Law.

“Ardent, thought-provoking, and deeply engaging. . . . 
An important step toward new conversations about 
how to have a good society.”
—Anna Sun, author of Confucianism as a World Religion

Just Hierarchy
All complex and large-scale societies are organized 
along certain hierarchies, but the concept of hierarchy 
has become almost taboo in the modern world. Just 
Hierarchy contends that this stigma is a mistake. 
In fact, as Daniel Bell and Wang Pei show, it is 
neither possible nor advisable to do away with social 
hierarchies. Drawing their arguments from Chinese 
thought and culture as well as other philosophies 
and traditions, Bell and Wang ask which forms of 
hierarchy are justified and how these can serve morally 
desirable goals.

DANIEL A. BELL is dean of the School of Political Sci-
ence and Public Administration at Shandong Univer-
sity in Qingdao and professor at Tsinghua University 
in Beijing. WANG PEI is assistant professor at the China 
Institute at Fudan University in Shanghai.

February 2020. 288 pages. 2 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691200897 $29.95 | £25.00
E-book  9780691200880

2019. 344 pages. 
Hardback  9780691195995 $39.95 | £34.00
E-book  9780691197463

The Princeton-China Series
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Dao De Jing
C. C. Tsai works his magic with a graphic ad-
aptation of the complete text of Laozi’s Dao De 
Jing, the beloved source of Daoist philosophy. 
August 2020. 184 pages. 176 b/w illus.
Paperback  9780691179773 $22.95 | £18.99
E-book  9780691185941

The Art of War
This volume presents C. C. Tsai’s graphic adap-
tation of Sunzi’s Art of War, the most profound 
book on warfare and strategy ever written.
2018. 144 pages. 126 b/w illus.
Paperback  9780691179780 $22.95 | £18.99
E-book  9781400889877

The Analects
C. C. Tsai’s expressive drawings bring Confucius 
and his students to life as no other edition of the 
Analects does. 
2018. 232 pages. 212 b/w illus.
Paperback  9780691179759 $22.95 | £18.99
E-book  9781400890408

The Way of Nature
The Way of Nature brings together all of C. C. 
Tsai’s beguiling cartoon illustrations of the 
Zhuangzi, which takes its name from its author.
2019. 256 pages. 233 b/w illus. 1 map.
Paperback  9780691179742 $22.95 | £18.99
E-book  9780691189734

The Illustrated Library of Chinese Classics brings together a series of immensely appealing and  
popular graphic narratives about traditional Asian philosophy and literature, all written and 
illustrated by C. C. Tsai, one of East Asia’s most beloved cartoonists. Playful and humorous yet 
genuinely illuminating, these unique adaptations offer ideal introductions to the most influential 
writers, works, and schools of ancient Chinese thought.

“Tsai’s characters are drawn to entertain.”
—John Ismay, New York Times

“Masterpieces.”
—Stephen C. Angle, Wesleyan University

THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY OF CHINESE CLASSICS
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“Fascinating, illuminating reading.”
—Darian Leader, author of The New Black: Mourning, 
Melancholia, and Depression

A Passion for Ignorance
Ignorance, whether passive or active, conscious or 
unconscious, has always been a part of the human 
condition, Renata Salecl argues. What has changed 
in our post-truth, postindustrial world is that we 
often feel overwhelmed by the constant flood of 
information and misinformation and, as a result, there 
has been a backlash against the idea of expertise, and a 
rise in the number of people actively choosing not to 
know. The dangers of this are obvious, but Salecl chal-
lenges our assumptions, arguing that there may also be 
a positive side to ignorance, and that, by addressing its 
role in society, we may be able to reclaim the role of 
knowledge. 

RENATA SALECL, a philosopher and sociologist, is 
professor at the School of Law at Birkbeck College, 
University of London and senior researcher at the 
Institute of Criminology at the Faculty of Law in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

“In May’s hands, the cute object becomes a figure that 
toggles back and forth between two disparate worlds, 
simultaneously producing anxiety and delight.”
—Christy Wampole, Princeton University

The Power of Cute
Cuteness has taken the planet by storm. Global 
sensations Hello Kitty and Pokémon, the works of 
artists Takashi Murakami and Jeff Koons, Heidi the 
cross-eyed opossum and E.T.—all reflect its gathering 
power. But what does “cute” mean, as a sensibility and 
style? Why is it so pervasive? Is it all infantile fluff, or 
is there something more uncanny and even menacing 
going on—in a lighthearted way? In The Power of Cute, 
Simon May provides nuanced and surprising answers.

SIMON MAY is visiting professor of philosophy at 
King’s College London. His books include Love: A 
History, Love: A New Understanding of an Ancient 
Emotion, a collection of his own aphorisms entitled 
Thinking Aloud, and Nietzsche’s Ethics and His War on 
“Morality.”

June 2020. 336 pages. 
Hardback  9780691195605 $24.95 | £22.00
E-book  9780691202020  Audiobook  9780691205618

2019. 256 pages. 19 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691181813 $18.95 | £15.99
E-book  9780691185712  Audiobook  9780691193489
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“This is a truly original, highly insightful, and highly 
readable book on a vital yet largely unexplored ques-
tion: who do we trust, why should we trust, and how 
should we trust.”
—Nassim Nicholas Taleb

Reputation
Reputation touches almost everything, guiding our 
behavior and choices in countless ways. But it is also 
shrouded in mystery. Why is it so powerful when the 
criteria by which people and things are defined as good 
or bad often appear to be arbitrary? Why do we care 
so much about how others see us that we may even do 
irrational and harmful things to try to influence their 
opinion? In this engaging book, Gloria Origgi draws 
on philosophy, social psychology, sociology, econom-
ics, literature, and history to offer an illuminating 
account of an important yet oddly neglected subject. 

GLORIA ORIGGI is a philosopher and a senior researcher 
at the Institut Jean Nicod at the National Center for 
Scientific Research in Paris.

“Convincingly argues that the pressures on women to 
appear thinner, younger and firmer are stronger than ever.”
—Amanda Hess, New York Times

Perfect Me
The demand to be beautiful is increasingly important 
in today’s visual and virtual culture. Rightly or wrong-
ly, being perfect has become an ethical ideal to live by, 
and according to which we judge ourselves a success 
or failure. Perfect Me explores the changing nature of 
the beauty ideal, showing how it is more dominant, 
demanding, and global than ever before. Arguing 
that our perception of the self is changing, Heather 
Widdows shows that more and more, we locate the 
self in the body. Nobody is firm enough, thin enough, 
smooth enough, or buff enough—not without signif-
icant effort and cosmetic intervention. To understand 
these rising demands, we need to recognize their 
ethical aspect and seek out new communal responses.

HEATHER WIDDOWS is the John Ferguson Professor of 
Global Ethics in the Department of Philosophy at the 
University of Birmingham. Her books include Global 
Ethics, The Connected Self, and The Moral Vision of Iris 
Murdoch. 

February 2020. 368 pages. 
Paperback  9780691197142 $24.95 | £22.00
E-book  9781400889624

2019. 296 pages. 7 b/w illus.
Paperback  9780691196329 $19.95 | £16.99
E-book  9781400888597
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Kierkegaard’s Journals and Notebooks: 
Volume 11, Parts 1 and 2
For over a century, the Danish thinker Søren Kierkegaard (1813–55) 
has been at the center of a number of important discussions, concern-
ing not only philosophy and theology, but also, more recently, fields 
such as social thought, psychology, and contemporary aesthetics, 
especially literary theory. Despite his relatively short life, Kierkegaard 
was an extraordinarily prolific writer, as attested to by the 26-volume 
Princeton University Press edition of all of his published writings. But 
Kierkegaard left behind nearly as much unpublished writing, most of 
which consists of what are called his “journals and notebooks.” Study-
ing his journals and notebooks takes us into his workshop, where we 
can see his entire universe of thought.

Volume 11, Parts 1 and 2, present an exciting, enlightening, and 
enormously varied treasure trove of papers that were found, carefully 
sorted and stored by Kierkegaard himself, in his apartment after his 
death. Volume 11, Part 1, includes items from his earliest, formative 
years, through his extensive studies at the university, and up to the 
publication of Either/Or. Volume 11, Part 2, includes writings from the 
period between 1843 and late September 1855, a few weeks before his 
death, when he recorded his final reflections on “Christendom.”

BRUCE H. KIRMMSE of Connecticut College (emeritus) and the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen is the General Editor of Kierkegaard’s Journals 
and Notebooks, heading up a distinguished Editorial Board that 
includes NIELS JØRGEN CAPPELØRN, Director Emeritus of the Søren 
Kierkegaard Research Centre; ALASTAIR HANNAY of the University of 
Oslo (emeritus); DAVID D. POSSEN of the University of Copenhagen; 
JOEL D. S. RASMUSSEN of Oxford University; and VANESSA RUMBLE 
of Boston College.

Wilhelm Dilthey: Selected Works, Volume VI
This book completes a landmark six-volume translation of the major 
writings of Wilhelm Dilthey (1833–1911), a philosopher and 
historian of culture who continues to have a significant influence 
on philosophy, hermeneutics, and the theory of the human sciences. 
These volumes make available to English readers texts that represent 
the full range of Dilthey’s work.

RUDOLF A. MAKKREEL is the Charles Howard Candler Professor 
Emeritus of Philosophy at Emory University. FRITHJOF RODI is 
professor emeritus of philosophy at Ruhr-Universität Bochum. 
2019. 360 pages. 
Hardback  9780691195575 $55.00 | £46.00 E-book  9780691197371

Volume 11, Part 1. 2019. 712 pages. 
Hardback  9780691188799  $150.00 | £125.00
E-book  9780691201115 

Volume 11, Part 2. May 2020. 600 pages. 
Hardback  9780691197302  $150.00 | £125.00
E-book  9780691204826



21

NEW IN PAPERBACK

“More relevant today than ever, Judith Shklar offers brilliant insights 
into world-historic rejections of rationalism and optimism.”
—Amy Gutmann, president of the University of Pennsylvania

After Utopia
After Utopia was Judith Shklar’s first book, a harbinger of her renowned 
career in political philosophy. Throughout the many changes in political 
thought during the last half century, this important work has withstood 
the test of time. In After Utopia, Shklar explores the decline of political 
philosophy, from Enlightenment optimism to modern cultural despair, 
and she offers a critical, creative analysis of this downward trend. 

JUDITH N. SHKLAR (1928–1992) was the John Cowles Professor of 
Government at Harvard University.
April 2020. 288 pages. 
Paperback  9780691200859 $24.95 | £22.00 E-book  9780691200866

“An extremely powerful and influential argument for the claim that 
the right to subsistence is a basic human right.”
—Elizabeth Ashford, Journal of Social Philosophy

Basic Rights
Since its original publication, Basic Rights has proven increasingly 
influential to those working in political philosophy, human rights, 
global justice, and the ethics of international relations and foreign 
policy, particularly in debates regarding foreign policy’s role in allevi-
ating global poverty. This classic work, now available in a thoroughly 
updated fortieth-anniversary edition, includes a substantial new 
chapter by the author. 

HENRY SHUE is professor emeritus of politics and international 
relations at Merton College, University of Oxford. 
April 2020. 256 pages. 
Paperback  9780691202280 $24.95 | £22.00 E-book  9780691200835

“A moving, penetrating insight into one of the greatest and most 
perplexing love stories in literary history.”
—Morten Høi Jensen, Los Angeles Review of Books

Kierkegaard’s Muse
Kierkegaard’s Muse—the first biography of Regine Olsen (1822–
1904), the inspiration and one-time fiancée of Danish philosopher 
Søren Kierkegaard—is a moving portrait of a long romantic fever. 
Acclaimed Kierkegaard biographer Joakim Garff tells the story 
more fully and vividly than ever before, shedding new light on her 
influence on Kierkegaard’s life and writings. 

JOAKIM GARFF is director of the Søren Kierkegaard Research Centre 
at the University of Copenhagen.
2019. 336 pages. 48 b/w illus.
Paperback  9780691191805 $19.95 | £16.99 E-book  9781400888788
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“Fun and entertaining to read.”—MAA Reviews

Ten Great Ideas about Chance
In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, gamblers 
and mathematicians transformed the idea of chance 
from a mystery into the discipline of probability, 
setting the stage for a series of breakthroughs that 
enabled or transformed innumerable fields, from gam-
bling, mathematics, statistics, economics, and finance 
to physics and computer science. This book tells the 
story of ten great ideas about chance and the thinkers 
who developed them. Complete with a brief probabil-
ity refresher, Ten Great Ideas about Chance is certain 
to be a hit with anyone who wants to understand the 
secrets of probability and how they were discovered.

PERSI DIACONIS is the Mary V. Sunseri Professor of 
Statistics and Mathematics at Stanford University. 
BRIAN SKYRMS is Distinguished Professor in the De-
partment of Logic and Philosophy at the University 
of California, Irvine, and Professor of Philosophy at 
Stanford University.

2019. 272 pages. 44 b/w illus. 8 tables.
Paperback  9780691196398 $17.95 | £14.99
E-book  9781400888283

“Muirhead and Rosenblum have pointed out some-
thing genuinely new and disturbing. . . . [T]his is a 
book worth reading.”
—Jesse Singal, New York Magazine’s Intelligencer

“Timely and insightful.”
—Lee Drutman, Washington Monthly

A Lot of People Are Saying
Conspiracy theories are as old as politics. But 
conspiracists today have introduced something new—
conspiracy without theory. And the new conspiracism 
has moved from the fringes to the heart of government 
with the election of Donald Trump. In A Lot of People 
Are Saying, Russell Muirhead and Nancy Rosenblum 
show how the new conspiracism differs from classic 
conspiracy theory, how it undermines democracy, and 
what needs to be done to resist it.

RUSSELL MUIRHEAD is the Robert Clements Professor 
of Democracy and Politics at Dartmouth College. 
NANCY L. ROSENBLUM is the Senator Joseph Clark 
Research Professor of Ethics in Politics and Govern-
ment at Harvard University. 

February 2020. 232 pages. 
Paperback  9780691202259 $14.95 | £12.99
E-book  9780691204758  Audiobook  9780691193465
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“Molly Farneth has brought Hegel to the people. Her excellent book 
presents a fresh interpretation of one of the most important works 
in the history of philosophy, overcomes impasses in political theory 
and religious studies, makes a major contribution to the study of 
democracy, and initiates readers into the dialogic relationship that is 
the key to Hegel’s social ethics.”—Ian Ward, McMaster University

Hegel’s Social Ethics
Hegel’s Social Ethics offers a fresh and accessible interpretation of  
G. W. F. Hegel’s most famous book, the Phenomenology of Spirit. 
Drawing on important recent work on the social dimensions of 
Hegel’s theory of knowledge, Molly Farneth shows how his account 
of how we know rests on his account of how we ought to live.

MOLLY FARNETH is assistant professor of religion at Haverford College.
April 2020. 184 pages. 
Paperback  9780691203119 $24.95 | £22.00 E-book  9781400887996

“This is a superb book.”
—Anat Biletzki, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

“Fogelin’s reading is perceptive and sensible.”
—Severin Schroeder, Reading University

Taking Wittgenstein at His Word
Taking Wittgenstein at His Word shows that what Wittgenstein 
claims to be doing and what he actually does are much closer than is 
often recognized. In doing so, the book underscores fundamental—
but frequently underappreciated—insights about Wittgenstein’s later 
philosophy.

ROBERT J. FOGELIN is professor of philosophy and the Sherman Fair-
child Professor Emeritus in the Humanities at Dartmouth College. 
April 2020. 208 pages. 6 b/w illus.
Paperback  9780691202389 $35.00 | £30.00 E-book  9781400831579

“Kalligas’s commentaries are a major event in the study of Plotinus.”
—Alexander P. D. Mourelatos, University of Texas, Austin

The Enneads of Plotinus, Volume 1
This is the first volume of a groundbreaking commentary on one of 
the most important works of ancient philosophy, the Enneads of 
Plotinus—a text that formed the basis of Neoplatonism and had a deep 
influence on early Christian thought and medieval and Renaissance 
philosophy. This volume covers the first three of the six Enneads, as 
well as Porphyry’s Life of Plotinus. Paul Kalligas’s commentary is the 
most detailed and extensive ever written for the whole of the Enneads.

PAUL KALLIGAS is associate professor of ancient philosophy at the 
University of Athens.
June 2020. 728 pages. 7 b/w illus. 3 tables. 1 map.
Paperback  9780691202358 $45.00 | £38.00 E-book  9781400852512
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ANCIENT WISDOM FOR MODERN READERS

A vivid and accessible new translation of Cicero’s influential 
writings on the Stoic idea of the divine

How to Think about God
In How to Think about God, Philip Freeman presents vivid new trans-
lations of Cicero’s On the Nature of the Gods and The Dream of Scipio. 
In these brief works, Cicero offers a Stoic view of belief, divinity, and 
human immortality, giving eloquent expression to the religious ideas 
of one of the most popular schools of Roman and Greek philosophy.

PHILIP FREEMAN is the author of more than twenty books on the 
ancient world. He holds the Fletcher Jones Chair as a Professor of 
Humanities at Pepperdine University and lives in Malibu, California.
2019. 168 pages. 
Hardback  9780691183657 $16.95 | £13.99 E-book  9780691197449

A superb new edition of Epictetus’s famed handbook on  
Stoicism—translated by one of the world’s leading authorities  
on Stoic philosophy

How to Be Free
Born a slave, the Roman Stoic philosopher Epictetus (c. 55–135 
ad) taught that mental freedom is supreme, since it can liberate one 
anywhere, even in a prison. In How to Be Free, A. A. Long—one 
of the world’s leading authorities on Stoicism and a pioneer in its 
remarkable contemporary revival—provides a superb new edition of 
Epictetus’s celebrated guide to the Stoic philosophy of life.

A. A. LONG is professor emeritus of classics and affiliated professor of 
philosophy at the University of California, Berkeley.
2018. 232 pages. 
Hardback  9780691177717 $16.95 | £13.99 E-book  9780691183909

Timeless wisdom on controlling anger in personal life and  
politics from the Roman Stoic philosopher and statesman Seneca

How to Keep Your Cool
In his essay “On Anger” (De Ira), the Roman Stoic thinker Seneca 
(c. 4 BC–65 ad) argues that anger is the most destructive passion. 
Seneca’s thoughts on anger have never been more relevant than 
today, when uncivil discourse has increasingly infected public debate. 
Whether seeking personal growth or political renewal, readers will 
find, in Seneca’s wisdom, a valuable antidote to the ills of an angry age.

JAMES ROMM is the James H. Ottaway Jr. Professor of Classics at Bard 
College and lives in Barrytown, New York.
2019. 240 pages. 
Hardback  9780691181950 $16.95 | £13.99 E-book  9780691186139
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OF RELATED INTEREST

Andalus and Sefarad
Sarah Stroumsa
Hardback  9780691176437  $35.00 | £30.00
E-book  9780691195452

Creating a Constitution
Federica Carugati
Hardback  9780691195636  $39.95 | £34.00
E-book  9780691198712

Gods and Robots
Adrienne Mayor
Paperback  9780691202266  $18.95 | £15.99
E-book  9780691185446
Audiobook  9780691193021

The Craft of College Teaching
Robert DiYanni & Anton Borst
Paperback  9780691183800  $19.95 | £16.99
E-book  9780691202006

How to Think like Shakespeare
Scott Newstok
Hardback  9780691177083  $19.95 | £16.99
E-book  9780691201580

Why Trust Science?
Naomi Oreskes
Hardback  9780691179001  $24.95 | £22.00
E-book  9780691189932
Audiobook  9780691199139

The World According to Physics
Jim Al-Khalili
Hardback  9780691182308  $16.95 | £12.99
E-book  9780691201672
Audiobook  9780691205052
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