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COMPARATIVE & WORLD LITERATURE

A comparative history of the practices, technologies,
institutions, and people that created distinct literary
traditions around the world

How Literatures Begin
Literature is such a familiar and widespread form of
imaginative expression today that its existence can seem
inevitable. But in fact very few languages ever developed the
full-fledged literary cultures we take for granted. Challenging
basic assumptions about literatures by uncovering both the
distinct and common factors that led to their improbable
invention, How Literatures Begin is a global, comparative
history of literary origins that spans the ancient and modern
world and stretches from Asia and Europe to Africa and the
Americas.
The book brings together a group of leading literary historians to examine the practices, technologies, institutions, and
individuals that created seventeen literary traditions: Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, Indian, Greek, Roman, Hebrew, Syriac,
Arabic, English, German, Russian, Latin American, African,
African American, and World Literature. In these accessible
accounts, which are framed by general and section introductions and a conclusion by the editors, literatures emerge as
complex weaves of phenomena, unique and deeply rooted
in particular times and places but also displaying surprising
similarities. Again and again, new literatures arise out of
old, come into being through interactions across national
and linguistic borders, take inspiration from translation and
cultural cross-fertilization, and provide new ways for groups
to imagine themselves in relation to their moment in history.
Renewing our sense of wonder for the unlikely and strange
thing we call literature, How Literatures Begin offers fresh
opportunities for comparison between the individual traditions that make up the rich mosaic of the world’s literatures.
Joel B. Lande is assistant professor of German at Princeton
University and the author of Persistence of Folly: On the
Origins of German Dramatic Literature. Denis Feeney is the
Giger Professor of Latin at Princeton University. His books
include Beyond Greek: The Beginnings of Latin Literature.
July 2021. 432 pages. 10 color + 34 b/w illus. 2 maps.
Paperback 9780691186528
$35.00 | £30.00
Hardback 9780691186535
$99.95 | £82.00

ebook 9780691219844
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From a leading figure in comparative literature, a major
new survey of the field that points the way forward for a
discipline undergoing rapid changes

Comparing the Literatures
Literary studies are being transformed today by the expansive and disruptive forces of globalization. More works than
ever circulate worldwide in English and in translation, and
even national traditions are increasingly seen in transnational
terms. To encompass this expanding literary universe, scholars and teachers need to expand their linguistic and cultural
resources, rethink their methods and training, and reconceive
the place of literature and criticism in the world. In Comparing the Literatures, David Damrosch integrates comparative,
postcolonial, and world-literary perspectives to offer a comprehensive overview of comparative studies and its prospects
in a time of great upheaval and great opportunity.
Comparing the Literatures looks both at institutional forces
and at key episodes in the life and work of comparatists who
have struggled to define and redefine the terms of literary
analysis over the past two centuries, from Johann Gottfried
Herder and Germaine de Staël to Edward Said, Gayatri
Spivak, Franco Moretti, and Emily Apter. With literary
examples ranging from Ovid and Kālidāsa to James Joyce,
Yoko Tawada, and the internet artists Young-Hae Chang
Heavy Industries, Damrosch shows how the main strands of
comparison—philology, literary theory, colonial and postcolonial studies, and the study of world literature—have long
been intertwined. A deeper understanding of comparative
literature’s achievements, persistent contradictions, and
even failures can help comparatists in literature and other
fields develop creative responses to today’s most important
questions and debates.
Amid a multitude of challenges and new possibilities for
comparative literature, Comparing the Literatures provides an
important road map for the discipline’s revitalization.
David Damrosch is the Ernest Bernbaum Professor and
Chair of Comparative Literature and director of the Institute
for World Literature at Harvard University. His many books
include What Is World Literature? (Princeton).
2020. 392 pages. 14 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691134994

$35.00 | £30.00

ebook 9780691201283
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“A necessary and important book to help break down
borders in our minds and societies.”
—Roman Krznaric, author of The Good Ancestor and
Empathy

Émigrés
English has borrowed more words from French than from
any other modern foreign language. French words and
phrases—such as à la mode, ennui, naïveté and caprice—lend
English a certain je-ne-sais-quoi that would otherwise elude
the language. Richard Scholar examines the continuing history of untranslated French words in English and asks what
these words reveal about the fertile but fraught relationship
that England and France have long shared and that now
entangles English- and French-speaking cultures all over the
world.
Richard Scholar is Professor of French at Durham University.
2020. 272 pages. 12 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691190327

$29.95 | £25.00

ebook 9780691209586

A wide-ranging reevaluation of utopian literature and
philosophy, from Plato to Chang-Rae Lee

Inventions of Nemesis
Examining literary and philosophical writing about ideal
societies from Greek antiquity to the present, Inventions of
Nemesis offers a striking new take on utopia’s fundamental
project. Noting that utopian imagining has often been propelled by an angry conviction that society is badly arranged,
Douglas Mao argues that utopia’s essential aim has not been
to secure happiness, order, or material goods, but rather to
establish a condition of justice in which all have what they
ought to have. He also makes the case that hostility to utopias
has frequently been associated with a fear that they will
transform humanity beyond recognition. Further, he shows
how utopian writing speaks to contemporary debates about
immigration, labor, and other global justice issues.
Douglas Mao is Russ Family Professor in the Humanities at
Johns Hopkins University.
2020. 304 pages.
Paperback 9780691199252
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$29.95 | £25.00

ebook 9780691211640
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An exploration of postapocalyptic fiction

Flowers of Time
The literary lineage of postapocalyptic fiction is a long one,
spanning the biblical tale of Noah and Hesiod’s Works and
Days to the works of Mary Shelley, Octavia Butler, Cormac
McCarthy, and many others. Traveling from antiquity to the
present, Flowers of Time reveals how postapocalyptic fiction
differs from other genres that also explore human capabilities
beyond the constraints of civilization. Mark Payne places
postapocalyptic fiction into conversation with such theorists
as Aristotle, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Claude Lévi-Strauss,
and Carl Schmitt, illustrating how the genre functions as
political theory in fictional form.
Mark Payne is the Chester D. Tripp Professor in the Departments of Classics and Comparative Literature, the John U.
Nef Committee on Social Thought, and the College at the
University of Chicago.
2020. 192 pages.
Paperback 9780691205946
Hardback 9780691205427

$24.95 | £22.00
$85.00 | £70.00

ebook 9780691206400

An ambitious look at the African novel and its
connections to African philosophy in the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries

The African Novel of Ideas
The African Novel of Ideas focuses on the role of the philosophical novel and the place of philosophy more broadly
in the intellectual life of the African continent, from the
early twentieth century through to today. Examining works
originating from the Gold Coast, South Africa, Uganda,
and Zimbabwe, and tracing how such writers as J. E.
Casely Hayford, Imraan Coovadia, Tendai Huchu, Jennifer
Nansubuga Makumbi, and Stanlake Samkange reconcile
deep contemplation with their social situations, Jeanne-Marie
Jackson offers a new way of reading and understanding
African literature.
Jeanne-Marie Jackson is assistant professor of English at
Johns Hopkins University and the author of South African
Literature’s Russian Soul.
January 2021. 232 pages.
Paperback 9780691186450
Hardback 9780691186443

$29.95 | £25.00
$85.00 | £70.00

ebook 9780691212401
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The four-hundred-year story of readers’ struggles with
a famously unreadable poem

Reading and Not Reading
The Faerie Queene
Tracking The Faerie Queene’s mixed fortunes in the hands
of its bored, baffled, outraged, intoxicated, obsessive, and
exhausted readers turns out to be an excellent way of
rethinking the past and future prospects of literary study. By
examining the responses of readers from Queen Elizabeth
and the keepers of Renaissance commonplace books to
nineteenth-century undergraduates, Victorian children, and
modern scholars, this book offers a compelling new interpretation of the poem and an important new perspective on
what it means to read, or not to read, a work of literature.
Catherine Nicholson is associate professor of English at
Yale University.
2020. 312 pages. 15 b/w illus.
Paperback 9780691198989
Hardback 9780691176789

$29.95 | £25.00
$95.00 | £78.00

ebook 9780691201597

A literary and cultural history of the intimate space
of the eighteenth-century closet

The Closet
Long before it was a hidden storage space or a metaphor
for queer and trans shame, the closet was one of the most
charged settings in English architecture. This private room
provided seclusion for reading, writing, praying, dressing,
and collecting—and for talking in select company. In their
closets, kings and duchesses shared secrets with favorites,
midwives and apothecaries dispensed remedies, and newly
wealthy men and women expanded their social networks. In
The Closet, Danielle Bobker presents a literary and cultural
history of these sites of extrafamilial intimacy, revealing how,
as they proliferated both in buildings and in books, closets
also became powerful symbols of the unstable virtual intimacy of the first mass-medium of print.
Danielle Bobker is associate professor of English at Concordia University in Montreal.
2020. 288 pages. 32 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691198231

4

$45.00 | £38.00

ebook 9780691201542
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Apocalyptic Geographies
In nineteenth-century America, “apocalypse” referred not to the
end of the world but to sacred revelation, and “geography” meant
both the physical landscape and its representation in printed maps,
atlases, and pictures. In Apocalyptic Geographies, Jerome Tharaud
explores how white Protestant evangelicals used print and visual
media to present the antebellum landscape as a “sacred space” of
spiritual pilgrimage, and how devotional literature influenced secular
society in important and surprising ways.
Jerome Tharaud is assistant professor of English at Brandeis University.
2020. 360 pages. 8 color + 50 b/w illus.
Paperback 9780691200101
$35.00 | £30.00
Hardback 9780691200095
$99.95 | £82.00

ebook 9780691203263

The Fetters of Rhyme
In his 1668 preface to Paradise Lost, John Milton rejected the use of
rhyme, portraying himself as a revolutionary freeing English verse
from “the troublesome and modern bondage of Riming.” The Fetters
of Rhyme traces this dynamic history of rhyme from the 1590s through
the 1670s. Rebecca Rush uncovers the surprising associations early
modern readers attached to rhyming forms like couplets and sonnets,
and she shows how reading poetic form from a historical perspective
yields fresh insights into verse’s complexities.
Rebecca M. Rush is assistant professor of English at the University
of Virginia.
May 2021. 288 pages. 3 b/w illus. 1 table.
Hardback 9780691212555
$39.95 | £34.00

ebook 9780691215686

Founded in Fiction
What is the use of fiction? This question preoccupied writers in the
early United States, where many cultural authorities insisted that
fiction-reading would mislead readers about reality. Founded in Fiction
argues that this suspicion made early American writers especially
attuned to one of fiction’s defining but often overlooked features—its
fictionality. Thomas Koenigs shows how these writers explored the
unique types of speculative knowledge that fiction could create as they
sought to harness different varieties of fiction for a range of social and
political projects.
Thomas Koenigs is associate professor of English at Scripps College.
June 2021. 344 pages.
Hardback 9780691188942

$45.00 | £38.00

ebook 9780691219820
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A landmark history that traces the creation, management,
and sharing of information through six centuries

Information
Thanks to modern technological advances, we now enjoy
seemingly unlimited access to information. Yet how did
information become so central to our everyday lives, and
how did its processing and storage make our data-driven era
possible? This volume is the first to consider these questions
in comprehensive detail, tracing the global emergence of
information practices, technologies, and more.
Ann Blair is the Carl H. Pforzheimer University Professor at
Harvard University. Paul Duguid is an adjunct full professor
in the School of Information at the University of California,
Berkeley. Anja-Silvia Goeing is professor of history of education at the University of Zurich and an associate in history at
Harvard University. Anthony Grafton is the Henry Putnam
University Professor of History at Princeton University.
January 2021. 904 pages. 43 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691179544
$65.00 | £54.00

ebook 9780691209746

A rare collection of early writings by the acclaimed film
director and screenwriter Billy Wilder

Billy Wilder on Assignment
Before Billy Wilder became the screenwriter and director of
iconic films like Sunset Boulevard and Some Like It Hot, he
worked as a freelance reporter, first in Vienna and then in
Weimar Berlin. Billy Wilder on Assignment brings together
more than fifty articles, translated into English for the first
time, that Wilder (then known as “Billie”) published in
magazines and newspapers between September 1925 and
November 1930. The collection offers fresh insights into the
creative mind of one of Hollywood’s most revered writerdirectors.
Billy Wilder (1906–2002) wrote and directed films. Over
the course of his career, he won seven Academy Awards.
Noah Isenberg is the George Christian Centennial Professor
and Chair of the Department of Radio-Television-Film
at the University of Texas at Austin. Shelley Frisch is an
award-winning translator.
April 2021. 192 pages. 14 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691194943
$24.95 | £22.00
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A masterful exploration of how Nabokov used artifice to
evoke the dilemmas, pain, and exaltation of the human
condition

Nabokov and the Real World
Admirers and detractors of Vladimir Nabokov have viewed
him as an ingenious contriver of literary games, teasing and
even outsmarting his readers through his self-reflexive artifice
and the many codes and puzzles he devises in his fiction.
Consequently, many critics and readers have thought of him
as a writer uninterested in the world outside literature. Robert
Alter shows how Nabokov was passionately concerned with
the real world and its complexities. Offering timeless insights,
Nabokov and the Real World makes an elegant and compelling
case for Nabokov’s relevance today.
Robert Alter is professor of the Graduate School and emeritus professor of Hebrew and comparative literature at the
University of California, Berkeley.
March 2021. 240 pages.
Paperback 9780691211930

$19.95 | £16.99

ebook 9780691218663

How four American cities shaped Poe’s life and writings

The Man of the Crowd
Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849) changed residences about
once a year throughout his life. Driven by a desire for literary
success and the pressures of supporting his family, Poe
sought work in American magazines, living in the cities that
produced them. Scott Peeples chronicles Poe’s rootless life
in the cities, neighborhoods, and rooms where he lived and
worked, exploring how each new place left its enduring mark
on the writer and his craft.
Featuring evocative photographs by Michelle Van Parys, The
Man of the Crowd challenges the popular conception of Poe
as an isolated artist living in a world of his own imagination,
detached from his physical surroundings. The Poe who
emerges is a man whose outlook and career were shaped by
the cities where he lived, longing for a stable home.
Scott Peeples is professor of English at the College of
Charleston. Michelle Van Parys is professor of photography
at the College of Charleston.
2020. 224 pages. 28 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691182407

$24.95 | £22.00

ebook 9780691212081
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A groundbreaking biography of Milton’s formative years
that provides a new account of the poet’s political
radicalization

Poet of Revolution
John Milton (1608–1674) has a unique claim on literary and
intellectual history as the author of both Paradise Lost, the
greatest narrative poem in English, and prose defences of
the execution of Charles I that influenced the French and
American revolutions. Tracing Milton’s literary, intellectual,
and political development with unprecedented depth and
understanding, Poet of Revolution is an unmatched biographical account of the formation of the mind that would go on
to create Paradise Lost—but would first justify the killing of
a king.
Nicholas McDowell is Professor of Early Modern Literature
and Thought at the University of Exeter.
2020. 502 pages. 17 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691154695
Audiobook 9780691215334

$35.00 | £30.00

ebook 9780691209128

A vivid and original account of one of Ireland’s greatest
poets by an acclaimed Irish historian and literary
biographer

On Seamus Heaney
The most important Irish poet of the postwar era, Seamus
Heaney rose to prominence as his native Northern Ireland
descended into sectarian violence. A national figure at a time
when nationality was deeply contested, Heaney also won
international acclaim, culminating in the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1995. In On Seamus Heaney, leading Irish historian
and literary critic R. F. Foster gives an incisive and eloquent
account of the poet and his work against the background of a
changing Ireland.
R. F. Foster is Professor of Irish History and Literature at
Queen Mary University of London and Emeritus Professor
of Irish History at the University of Oxford. His many books
include Modern Ireland: 1600–1972, the two-volume W. B.
Yeats: A Life, and, most recently, Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary
Generation in Ireland, 1890–1923.
Writers on Writers
2020. 248 pages.
Hardback 9780691174372
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$19.95 | £14.99

ebook 9780691211473
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The Music of Time
Poetry helps us to make sense of our world, transforming what the
Russian poet Osip Mandelstam called the “noise of time” into a kind
of music. The Music of Time is a unique history of twentieth-century
poetry by one of today’s most acclaimed poets, blending incandescent
personal meditations with rare insights about a broad range of poets
who distilled the essence of the moment, gave voice to our griefs and
joys, and shaped our collective memory.
John Burnside is a poet, novelist, and memoirist. He is professor of
English at the University of St Andrews.
2020. 520 pages.
Hardback 9780691201559
For sale only in North America

$35.00 | £30.00

ebook 9780691201566

“Fascinating, gorgeously illustrated and thought-provoking.”
—Elizabeth Hand, Washington Post

The Worlds of J. R. R. Tolkien
An illustrated journey into the life and imagination of one of the
world’s best-loved authors, The Worlds of J. R. R. Tolkien provides a
unique exploration of the relationship between the real and the fantastical and is an essential companion for anyone who wants to follow in
Tolkien’s footsteps.
John Garth is the author of the award-winning Tolkien and the Great War.
2020. 208 pages. 100 color illus.
Hardback 9780691196947
$29.95 | £25.00
ebook 9780691201573
For sale only in the United States, US Dependencies, and Canada

Lives of Houses
What can a house tell us about the person who lives there? Do we
shape the buildings we live in, or are we formed by the places we call
home? In Lives of Houses, a group of notable biographers, historians,
critics, and poets explores these questions and more through fascinating essays on the houses of great writers, artists, composers, and
politicians of the past.
Kate Kennedy is the Associate Director of the Oxford Centre for
Life-Writing and a Research Fellow in Life-Writing at Wolfson
College, University of Oxford. Hermione Lee is Professor Emeritus
of English at the University of Oxford.
2020. 304 pages. 47 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691193663
Audiobook 9780691205571

$24.95 | £20.00

ebook 9780691201948
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Nathalie Sarraute
A leading exponent of the nouveau roman, Nathalie Sarraute (1900–
1999) was also one of France’s most cosmopolitan literary figures,
and her life was bound up with the intellectual and political ferment
of twentieth-century Europe. Ann Jefferson’s Nathalie Sarraute: A Life
Between is the authoritative biography of this major writer.
Ann Jefferson is professor emerita of French at the University of
Oxford and the author of several books on French literature and
culture, including Genius in France: An Idea and Its Uses (Princeton).
2020. 448 pages. 27 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691197876

$39.95 | £34.00

ebook 9780691201924

Becoming George Orwell
Is George Orwell the most influential writer who ever lived? Yes,
according to John Rodden’s provocative book about the transformation
of a man into a myth. Rodden does not argue that Orwell was the most
distinguished man of letters of the last century, nor even the leading
novelist of his generation, let alone the greatest imaginative writer of
English prose fiction. Yet his influence since his death at midcentury is
incomparable. Becoming George Orwell is a pathbreaking tour de force
that charts the astonishing passage of a litterateur into a legend.
John Rodden has taught at the University of Virginia and the University of Texas at Austin.
2020. 384 pages. 15 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691182742

$29.95 | £25.00

ebook 9780691190129

Dante
For all that has been written about the author of the Divine Comedy,
Dante Alighieri (1265–1321) remains the best guide to his own life
and work. Dante’s writings are therefore never far away in this authoritative and comprehensive intellectual biography, which offers a fresh
account of the medieval Florentine poet’s life and thought before and
after his exile in 1302.
John Took is Professor Emeritus of Dante Studies at University
College London. His books include L’Etterno Piacer: Aesthetic Ideas
in Dante and Dante, Lyric Poet and Philosopher: An Introduction to the
Minor Works.
2020. 616 pages. 5 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691154046
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$35.00 | £30.00

ebook 9780691195407

FOLK & FAIRY TALES

An enchanting selection of Madame d’Aulnoy’s
seventeenth-century French fairy tales, as interpreted
by contemporary visual artist Natalie Frank

The Island of Happiness
Marie-Catherine Le Jumel de Barneville (1650–1705), also
known as Madame d’Aulnoy, was a pioneer of the French
literary fairy tale. Though d’Aulnoy’s work now rarely
appears outside of anthologies, her books were notably
popular during her lifetime, and she was in fact the author
who coined the term “fairy tales” (conte de fées). Presenting
eight of d’Aulnoy’s magical stories, The Island of Happiness
juxtaposes poetic English translations with a wealth of original, contemporary drawings by Natalie Frank, one of today’s
most outstanding visual artists. In this beautiful volume,
classic narratives are interpreted and made anew through
Frank’s feminist and surreal images.
Natalie Frank is an American artist based in New York
City. Her work is held in numerous collections, including
the Whitney Museum of American Art and the Brooklyn
Museum. Her books include Tales of the Brothers Grimm and
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice (Princeton). Jack Zipes is the editor
of The Original Folk and Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm
(Princeton) and The Great Fairy Tale Tradition.
March 2021. 240 pages. 170 color illus.
Hardback 9780691180243
$39.95 | £34.00

ebook 9780691213668

The Castle of Truth and
Other Revolutionary Tales
A wonderful new addition to the Oddly Modern Fairy Tales
series, The Castle of Truth and Other Revolutionary Tales
presents English readers with a selection of Zur Mühlen’s
best political fairy tales, some translated from German for
the first time.
Jack Zipes is professor emeritus of German and comparative literature at the University of Minnesota.
Oddly Modern Fairy Tales
2020. 216 pages. 17 b/w illus.
Paperback 9780691201252
Hardback 9780691201306

$19.95 | £16.99
$65.00 | £54.00

ebook 9780691201269
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An engaging and authoritative introduction to an
increasingly important and popular literary genre

Prose Poetry
Prose Poetry is the first book of its kind—an engaging and
authoritative introduction to the history, development, and
features of English-language prose poetry, an increasingly
important and popular literary form that is still too little
understood and appreciated. Poets and scholars Paul Hetherington and Cassandra Atherton introduce prose poetry’s
key characteristics, chart its evolution from the nineteenth
century to the present, and discuss many historical and
contemporary prose poems that both demonstrate their great
diversity around the Anglophone world and show why they
represent some of today’s most inventive writing.
Paul Hetherington is professor of writing at the University of
Canberra, Australia. Cassandra Atherton is associate professor of writing and literature at Deakin University, Australia.
2020. 344 pages.
Paperback 9780691180656
Hardback 9780691180649

$19.95 | £16.99
$75.00 | £62.00

ebook 9780691212135

“The work of an accomplished poet, The Poet’s Mistake is
one of those rare critical books that is hard to put down.”
—Hugh Haughton, University of York

The Poet’s Mistake
Keats mixed up Cortez and Balboa. Heaney misremembered
the name of one of Wordsworth’s lakes. Poetry—even by the
greats—is rife with mistakes. In The Poet’s Mistake, critic and
poet Erica McAlpine gathers together numerous instances
of these errors, from well-known historical gaffes to neverbefore-noticed grammatical incongruities, misspellings, and
solecisms. She shows that errors are an inevitable part of
poetry’s making and that our responses to them reveal a great
deal about our faith in poetry—and about how we read.
Erica McAlpine is associate professor of English at the
University of Oxford and a tutorial fellow at St Edmund
Hall. She is the author of the poetry collection The Country
Gambler.
2020. 264 pages.
Paperback 9780691203492
Hardback 9780691203478

12

$29.95 | £25.00
$99.95 | £82.00

ebook 9780691203768

POETRY & POETICS | THE LOCKERT LIBRARY OF POETRY IN TRANSLATION

Dear Ms. Schubert
Featuring the original Polish text and the English translation on facing
pages, Dear Ms. Schubert is a highly original and appealing book from
a poet who richly deserves a wide English-language readership.
Ewa Lipska is the author of more than thirty books of poetry and
has won many awards. Robin Davidson is a poet, translator, and
professor emeritus of literature and creative writing at the University
of Houston–Downtown. Ewa Elżbieta Nowakowska is a poet, shortstory writer, and translator.
January 2021. 168 pages.
Paperback 9780691207483
Hardback 9780691207490

$19.95 | £16.99
$55.00 | £46.00

ebook 9780691208473

After Callimachus
Callimachus may be the best-kept secret in all of ancient poetry. Loved
and admired by later Romans and Greeks, his funny, sexy, generous,
thoughtful, learned, sometimes elaborate, and always articulate lyric
poems, hymns, epigrams, and short stories in verse have gone without a
contemporary poetic champion, until now. In After Callimachus, Stephanie Burt’s attentive translations and inspired adaptations introduce the
work, spirit, and letter of Callimachus to today’s poetry readers.
Stephanie Burt is a poet and critic and professor of English at Harvard University. Mark Payne is professor of classics and comparative
literature at the University of Chicago.
2020. 202 pages.
Hardback 9780691180199

$24.95 | £22.00

ebook 9780691201917

The Translator of Desires
The Translator of Desires, a collection of sixty-one love poems, is the
lyric masterwork of Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi (1165–1240 ce), one of the
most influential writers of classical Arabic and Islamic civilization. In
this authoritative volume, Michael Sells presents the first complete
English translation of this work in more than a century, complete with
an introduction, commentary, and a new facing-page critical text of
the original Arabic.
Michael Sells is the Barrows Professor Emeritus of the History and
Literature of Islam and professor emeritus of comparative literature at
the University of Chicago.
April 2021. 368 pages. 1 b/w illus. 1 map.
Paperback 9780691181349
$24.95 | £22.00
Hardback 9780691181332
$70.00 | £58.00

ebook 9780691212548
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The highly anticipated new collection from a poet whose
previous book was a finalist for the Los Angeles Times
Book Prize

Rain in Plural
Rain in Plural is the much-anticipated fourth collection
of poetry by Fiona Sze-Lorrain, who has been praised by
The Rumpus as “a master of musicality and enlightening
allusions.” In the wholly original world of these new poems,
Sze-Lorrain addresses both private narratives and the
overexposed discourse of the polis, using silence and montage, lyric and antilyric, to envision what she calls “creating
between liberties.” With a moral precision embracing us
without eschewing I, she rethinks questions of citizenship, the
selections of sensory memory, and, by extension, the tether
of word and image to the actual.
Fiona Sze-Lorrain is a poet, translator, editor, and zheng
harpist. She is the author of three previous poetry collections.
2020. 120 pages.
Paperback 9780691203560
Hardback 9780691203584

$17.95 | £14.99
$45.00 | £38.00

ebook 9780691203577

An exciting new collection from a poet whose debut was
praised by Colorado Review as “a seduction by way of
small astonishments”

Hosts and Guests
Nate Klug has been hailed by the Threepenny Review as a
poet who is “an original in Eliot’s sense of the word.” In
Hosts and Guests, his exciting second collection, Klug revels
in slippery roles and shifting environments. The poems move
from a San Francisco tech bar and a band of Pokémon Go
players to the Shakers and St. Augustine, as they explore
the push-pull between community and solitude, and past
and present. Klug takes up these themes in chiseled, musical
lines that blend close observation of the natural world, social
commentary, and spiritual questioning.
Nate Klug is the author of the poetry collection Anyone and
Rude Woods, a modern translation of Virgil’s Eclogues. His
poetry has appeared in the Nation, the New York Review of
Books, and The Best American Poetry.
2020. 96 pages.
Paperback 9780691203539
Hardback 9780691203546
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ebook 9780691203553
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How redesigning your syllabus can transform your
teaching, your classroom, and the way your students
learn

Syllabus
In Syllabus, William Germano and Kit Nicholls take a
fresh look at this essential but almost invisible bureaucratic
document and use it as a starting point for rethinking what
students—and teachers—do. What if a teacher built a semester’s worth of teaching and learning backward—starting from
what students need to learn to do by the end of the term?
With fresh insights and concrete suggestions, Syllabus shifts
the focus away from the teacher to the work and growth
of students, moving the classroom closer to the genuinely
collaborative learning community we all want to create.
William Germano is professor of English at Cooper Union.
Kit Nicholls is director of the Center for Writing at Cooper
Union.
2020. 232 pages. 10 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691192208

$24.95 | £22.00

ebook 9780691209876

An indispensable guide for grad students and
academics who want to find fulfilling careers outside
higher education

Leaving Academia
An estimated ninety-three percent of graduate students in the
humanities and social sciences won’t get a tenure-track job,
yet many still assume that a tenured professorship is the only
successful outcome for a PhD. With the academic job market
in such crisis, Leaving Academia helps grad students and
academics in any scholarly field find satisfying careers beyond
higher education. Short and pragmatic, the book offers
invaluable advice to visiting and adjunct instructors ready to
seek new opportunities, to scholars caught in “tenure-trap”
jobs, to grad students interested in nonacademic work, and to
committed academics who want to support their students and
contingent colleagues more effectively.
Christopher L. Caterine is a communications strategist,
writer, and career coach.
2020. 208 pages. 2 b/w illus. 1 table.
Paperback 9780691200194
$19.95 | £16.99
Hardback 9780691200200
$75.00 | £62.00

ebook 9780691209869
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A lively and engaging guide to vital habits of mind that
can help you think more deeply, write more effectively,
and learn more joyfully

How to Think like Shakespeare
How to Think like Shakespeare offers an enlightening and
entertaining guide to the craft of thought—one that demonstrates what we’ve lost in education today, and how we might
begin to recover it. In fourteen brief, lively chapters that draw
from Shakespeare’s world and works, and from other writers
past and present, Scott Newstok distills vital habits of mind
that can help you think more deeply, write more effectively,
and learn more joyfully, in school or beyond.
Scott Newstok is professor of English and founding director
of the Pearce Shakespeare Endowment at Rhodes College.
A parent and an award-winning teacher, he is the author of
Quoting Death in Early Modern England and the editor of
several other books.
2020. 200 pages. 20 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691177083

$19.95 | £16.99

ebook 9780691201580

The essential how-to guide to successful college
teaching and learning

The Craft of College Teaching
The college classroom is a place where students have
the opportunity to be transformed and inspired through
learning—but teachers need to understand how students
actually learn. Robert DiYanni and Anton Borst provide an
accessible, hands-on guide to the craft of college teaching,
giving instructors the practical tools they need to help students achieve not only academic success but also meaningful
learning to last a lifetime.
Robert DiYanni is adjunct professor of humanities and
instructional consultant with the Center for Faculty Advancement at New York University. Anton Borst is instructional
consultant with the Teaching and Learning with Technology
group at New York University.
2020. 232 pages. 10 b/w illus.
Paperback 9780691183800
Hardback 9780691183794
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Super Courses
Decades of research have produced profound insights into how
student learning and motivation can be unleashed. In Super Courses,
education expert and bestselling author Ken Bain tells the fascinating
story of enterprising college, graduate school, and high school teachers who are using evidence-based approaches to spark deeper levels of
learning, critical thinking, and creativity—whether teaching online, in
class, or in the field.
Ken Bain taught as a history professor, founded teaching centers
at Northwestern, New York, and Vanderbilt universities, and is the
president of the Best Teachers Institute.
March 2021. 296 pages.
Hardback 9780691185460

$24.95 | £22.00

ebook 9780691216591

You Are What You Read
We are what we read, according to Robert DiYanni. In reading we
discover ourselves. We gain access to the lives of others, explore the
limitless possibilities of human existence, develop our understanding
of the world around us, and find respite from the hectic demands of
everyday life. You Are What You Read provides a practical guide that
shows how we can increase the benefits and pleasures of reading
literature by becoming more skillful and engaged readers.
Robert DiYanni is an instructional consultant with the Center for
Faculty Advancement at New York University, where he is also an
adjunct professor of humanities.
April 2021. 240 pages.
Hardback 9780691206783

$24.95 | £22.00

ebook 9780691216607

The Book Proposal Book
Whether you’re hoping to publish your first book or you’re a seasoned
author with an unfinished proposal languishing on your hard drive,
The Book Proposal Book provides honest, empathetic, and invaluable
advice on how to overcome common sticking points and get your
book published. It also shows why, far from being merely a hurdle to
clear, a well-conceived proposal can help lead to an outstanding book.
Laura Portwood-Stacer, PhD, is a developmental editor and founder
of Manuscript Works, a consultancy serving academic authors around
the world. She is the author of Lifestyle Politics and Radical Activism
and previously taught media and cultural studies at New York University and the University of Southern California.
July 2021. 184 pages. 1 b/w illus.
Paperback 9780691209678

$19.95 | £16.99

ebook 9780691216621

17

NEW IN PAPERBACK

18

The Dictionary Wars
Peter Martin

Chaucer
Marion Turner

The Drama of Celebrity
Sharon Marcus

Paper 9780691210179 $19.95 | £16.99
ebook 9780691189994

Paper 9780691210155 $24.95 | £20.00
ebook 9780691185682

Paper 9780691210186 $18.95 | £15.99
ebook 9780691189789
Audiobook 9780691193564

A Theory of the Aphorism
Andrew Hui

How the Other Half Looks
Sara Blair

The Last Utopians
Michael Robertson

Paper 9780691210759 $19.95 | £16.99
ebook 9780691190556

Paper 9780691202877 $21.95 | £18.99
ebook 9781400889242

Paper 9780691202860 $19.95 | £16.99
ebook 9781400889600

Eva Palmer Sikelianos
Artemis Leontis

The Plural of Us
Bonnie Costello

Hamlet and the Vision of Darkness
Rhodri Lewis

Paper 9780691210766 $24.95 | £22.00
ebook 9780691187907
Audiobook 9780691215693

Paper 9780691202907 $35.00 | £30.00
ebook 9781400887873

Paper 9780691204512 $24.95 | £22.00
ebook 9780691210926
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Anatomy of Criticism
Northrop Frye

Lectures on Shakespeare
W. H. Auden

Eugene Onegin
Aleksandr Pushkin

Paper 9780691202563 $22.95 | £18.99
ebook 9780691204253

Paper 9780691197166 $19.95 | £16.99
ebook 9780691197951

Paper 9780691181011 $17.95 | £14.99
ebook 9781400889693

From Caligari to Hitler
Siegfried Kracauer

The Dehumanization of Art and
Other Essays on Art, Culture, and
Literature
José Ortega y Gasset

The Hard Facts of
the Grimms’ Fairy Tales
Maria Tatar

Paper 9780691191348 $22.95 | £18.99
ebook 9780691192086

Paper 9780691197210 $16.95 | £13.99
ebook 9780691197968

Paper 9780691182995 $22.95 | £18.99
ebook 9780691184289

Men, Women, and Chain Saws
Carol J. Clover

Mimesis
Erich Auerbach

Faust I & II, Volume 2
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Paper 9780691166292 $19.95 | £16.99
ebook 9781400866113

Paper 9780691160221 $24.95 | £22.00
ebook 9781400847952

Paper 9780691162294 $16.95 | £13.99
ebook 9781400851676
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OF RELATED INTEREST

An evocative chronicle of the power of solitude in the
natural world

Island Zombie
Contemporary artist Roni Horn first visited Iceland in 1975
at the age of nineteen, and since then, the island’s treeless
expanse has had an enduring hold on Horn’s creative work.
Through a series of remarkable and poetic reflections,
vignettes, episodes, and illustrated essays, Island Zombie
distills the artist’s lifelong experience of Iceland’s natural
environment. Together, these pieces offer an unforgettable
exploration of the indefinable and inescapable force of
remote, elemental places, and provide a sustained look at
how an island and its atmosphere can take possession of the
innermost self.
Roni Horn is an artist and writer whose books include
Another Water, Wonderwater (Alice Offshore), Weather Reports
You, and Roni Horn aka Roni Horn.
2020. 256 pages. 43 color + 8 b/w illus.
Hardback 9780691208145
$35.00 | £30.00

ebook 9780691208978

A powerful portrait of the greatest humanitarian
emergency of our time, from the director of Human Flow

Human Flow
In the course of making Human Flow, his epic feature documentary about the global refugee crisis, the artist Ai Weiwei
and his collaborators interviewed more than 600 refugees, aid
workers, politicians, activists, doctors, and local authorities in
twenty-three countries around the world. A handful of those
interviews were included in the film. This book presents one
hundred of these conversations in their entirety, providing
compelling first-person stories of the lives of those affected
by the crisis and those on the front lines of working to
address its immense challenges.
Ai Weiwei is one of the world’s most prominent artists and
political activists. His works have been exhibited at Tate
Modern, the Guggenheim, and the Museum of Modern Art.
2020. 400 pages. 48 b/w illus.
Paperback 9780691207049
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$29.95 | £25.00

ebook 9780691208060
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A career-spanning account of the artistry and politics of
Bob Dylan’s songwriting

Bob Dylan
Bob Dylan’s reception of the 2016 Nobel Prize for Literature
has elevated him beyond the world of popular music, establishing him as a major modern artist. However, until now, no
study of his career has focused on the details and nuances of
the songs, showing how they work as artistic statements designed to create meaning and elicit emotion. Bob Dylan: How
the Songs Work (originally published as Bob Dylan’s Poetics) is
the first comprehensive book on both the poetics and politics
of Dylan’s compositions. The book studies the relationship
between form, genre, and the political and social themes that
crisscross Dylan’s work.
Timothy Hampton is Professor of Comparative Literature
and French at University of California, Berkeley.
2020. 288 pages.
Paperback 9781942130369

$21.95 | £18.99

ebook 9781942130550

A major new history of the race between two geniuses to
decipher ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs, set against the
backdrop of nineteenth-century Europe

The Riddle of the Rosetta
In 1799, a French Army officer was rebuilding the defenses
of a fort on the banks of the Nile when he discovered an
ancient stele fragment bearing a decree inscribed in three
different scripts. So begins one of the most familiar tales in
Egyptology—that of the Rosetta Stone and the decipherment
of Egyptian hieroglyphs. This book draws on fresh archival
evidence to provide a major new account of how the English
polymath Thomas Young and the French philologist JeanFrançois Champollion vied to be the first to solve the riddle
of the Rosetta.
Jed Z. Buchwald is the Doris and Henry Dreyfuss Professor
of History at the California Institute of Technology.
Diane Greco Josefowicz is a writer, editor, and activist.
2020. 576 pages. 81 b/w illus. 2 tables.
Hardback 9780691200903
$39.95 | £34.00

ebook 9780691200910
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The Koran in English
For millions of Muslims, the Qur’an is sacred only in Arabic, the original Arabic in which it was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad in the
seventh century. To many Arab and non-Arab believers alike, the book
literally defies translation, yet English translations are growing in both
number and importance. Bruce Lawrence tells the remarkable story of
the centuries-long quest to translate the Qur’an’s lyrical verses—and
to make English itself an Islamic language.
Bruce B. Lawrence is the Nancy and Jeffrey Marcus Humanities
Professor Emeritus of Religion at Duke University.
Lives of Great Religious Books
2020. 280 pages. 14 b/w illus.
Paperback 9780691209210

$17.95 | £14.99

ebook 9781400887798

The Art of Bible Translation
In this brief book, award-winning biblical translator Robert Alter
offers a personal and passionate account of what he learned about the
art of Bible translation during the two decades he spent completing his
own English version of the Hebrew Bible. Alter discusses the principal
aspects of biblical Hebrew that any translator should try to reproduce:
word choice, syntax, word play and sound play, rhythm, and dialogue.
Robert Alter is professor of the Graduate School and emeritus
professor of Hebrew and comparative literature at the University of
California, Berkeley.
2020. 152 pages.
Paperback 9780691209142

$14.95 | £12.99

ebook 9780691189253

An invitation to readers from every walk of life to rediscover the
impractical splendors of a life of learning

Lost in Thought
In an overloaded, superficial, technological world, in which almost
everything and everybody is judged by its usefulness, where can we
turn for escape, lasting pleasure, contemplation, or connection to others? While many forms of leisure meet these needs, Zena Hitz writes,
few experiences are so fulfilling as the inner life. Lost in Thought is a
passionate and timely reminder that a rich life is a life rich in thought.
Zena Hitz is a Tutor in the great books program at St. John’s College
in Annapolis, Maryland.
2020. 240 pages.
Hardback 9780691178714
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$22.95 | £18.99

ebook 9780691189239

OF RELATED INTEREST

An inside look at the politics of book reviewing

Inside the Critics’ Circle
At a time when traditional review opportunities are dwindling while
other forms of reviewing thrive, book reviewing as a professional
practice is being brought into question. Inside the Critics’ Circle offers
readers a revealing look into critics’ responses to these massive transitions and how, through their efforts, literary values get made.
Phillipa K. Chong is assistant professor of sociology at McMaster
University.
Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology
2020. 192 pages. 1 b/w illus. 3 tables.
Hardback 9780691167466
$29.95 | £25.00

ebook 9780691186030

Tales of the Narts
The Nart sagas are to the Caucasus what Greek mythology is to Western civilization. In this wonderfully vivid and accessible collection,
colorful and exciting heroes, heroines, villains, and monsters pursue
their destinies though a series of exploits, often with the intervention
of ancient gods.
John Colarusso is professor in the departments of anthropology and
linguistics and languages at McMaster University. Tamirlan Salbiev
is professor of English at North Ossetian State University.
2020. 512 pages.
Paperback 9780691211527

$24.95 | £22.00

ebook 9781400881123

An authoritative edition of George Eliot’s elegant translation of
Spinoza’s greatest philosophical work

Spinoza’s Ethics
This authoritative edition demonstrates why George Eliot’s translation
remains one of the most compelling and philosophically astute
renderings of Spinoza’s Latin text. It includes notes that indicate
Eliot’s amendments to her manuscript and that discuss her translation
decisions alongside more recent English editions.
Clare Carlisle is Reader in Philosophy and Theology at King’s College
London and a regular contributor to the Times Literary Supplement.
2020. 384 pages. 13 b/w illus. 2 tables.
Paperback 9780691193243
$26.95 | £22.00
Hardback 9780691193236
$99.95 | £82.00

ebook 9780691197043
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Human Flow (Ai)
Serial

Comparing the Literatures (Damrosch)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Nabokov and the Real World (Alter)
Translation and Serial

You Are What You Read (DiYanni)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

The Art of Bible Translation (Alter)
Translation and Second Serial

The Craft of College Teaching
(DiYanni & Borst)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Lectures on Shakespeare (Auden)
Serial
Mimesis (Auerbach & Said)
Audio, Film/TV, and Second Serial
Super Courses (Bain)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
How the Other Half Looks (Blair)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Information (Blair et al.)
Translation
The Closet (Bobker)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
The Riddle of the Rosetta
(Buchwald & Josefowicz)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Anatomy of Criticism (Frye)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
The Worlds of J. R. R. Tolkien (Garth)
Serial
Syllabus (Germano & Nicholls)
Translation, Audio, and Serial
Prose Poetry (Hetherington & Atherton)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Lost in Thought (Hitz)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Island Zombie (Horn)
Translation, Audio, and Serial
A Theory of the Aphorism (Hui)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

The Music of Time (Burnside)
Audio and Serial

The Translator of Desires (Ibn ‘Arabi)
Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

After Callimachus (Burt)
Audio and Serial

The African Novel of Ideas (Jackson)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Leaving Academia (Caterine)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Nathalie Sarraute (Jefferson)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Inside the Critics’ Circle (Chong)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Lives of Houses (Kennedy & Lee)
Translation, Audio, and Serial

Men, Women, and Chain Saws (Clover)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Hosts and Guests (Klug)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Tales of the Narts (Colarusso & Salbiev)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Founded in Fiction (Koenigs)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

The Plural of Us (Costello)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

From Caligari to Hitler (Kracauer)
Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

The Island of Happiness (d’Aulnoy)
Translation, Audio, and Serial

How Literatures Begin (Lande & Feeney)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
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The Koran in English (Lawrence)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Émigrés (Scholar)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Eva Palmer Sikelianos (Leontis)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Spinoza’s Ethics (Spinoza)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Hamlet and the Vision of Darkness (Lewis)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Rain in Plural (Sze-Lorrain)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Dear Ms. Schubert (Lipska)
Audio and Serial

The Hard Facts of the Grimms’ Fairy Tales
(Tatar)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Inventions of Nemesis (Mao)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
The Drama of Celebrity (Marcus)
Audio and Serial
The Dictionary Wars (Martin)
Audio and Serial
The Poet’s Mistake (McAlpine)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Poet of Revolution (McDowell)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
How to Think like Shakespeare (Newstok)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Apocalyptic Geographies (Tharaud)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Dante (Took)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Chaucer (Turner)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Billy Wilder on Assignment (Wilder)
Translation, Audio, and Second Serial
The Castle of Truth and Other Revolutionary
Tales (Zur Mühlen)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial

Reading and Not Reading The Faerie Queene
(Nicholson)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Flowers of Time (Payne)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
The Man of the Crowd (Peeples)
Translation, Audio, and Serial
The Book Proposal Book (Portwood-Stacer)
Translation, Audio, and Serial
Eugene Onegin (Pushkin)
Audio and Second Serial
The Last Utopians (Robertson)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
Becoming George Orwell (Rodden)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
The Fetters of Rhyme (Rush)
Translation, Audio, Film/TV, and Serial
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