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Birds

A groundbreaking two-volume illustrated reference 
book covering all of Europe’s birds

ID Handbook of European Birds 
• Covers 733 species known to occur in Europe
• Features more than 5,500 spectacular colour photos
• Detailed species accounts describe key identification 

features, moulting, age, and gender
• The high-quality photos depict the characteristics most 

essential for identification
• Innovatively designed for easy, at-a-glance reference
• An ideal resource for anyone who wants to enhance their 

experience in the field
• A must-buy for bird watchers everywhere, from begin-

ners to seasoned birders

This identification handbook blends incisive descriptions 
with stunning high-resolution photos to provide the most 
comprehensive, in-depth coverage of European birds avail-
able. Never before has so much current information been 
brought together in one place and presented so clearly and 
completely. This monumental two-volume work is destined 
to become a standard reference to Europe’s birds.

Photographs by AGAMI Photo Agency

Nils van duivendijk is an ornithologist who contributes 
regularly to Dutch Birding and other premier birding 
journals. His books include Advanced Bird ID Guide: The 
Western Palearctic.

August 2024. 1048 pages.  5,500 colour photos.
Hardback  9780691253572 £90.00

186 kItEs  

 ⊲ Juvenile (October)
The uniform fresh plumage, pale tips to the 
coverts (creating wing-bars), is typical for 
juveniles in the autumn. The head can be very 
pale when the head streaking is concentrated 
(and from the spring due to fading), making 
the dark mask stand out even more.

 ⊲ 2cy (October)
The obvious moult limit in the primaries, 
moulted to p7-8 is typical for this age 
group in the autumn (the primary moult 
starts mostly in April, sometimes earlier). 
Adults moult just a few inner primaries in 
the summer, but they only form a weak 
moult limit with the older feathers and are 
barely discernible. The head is still 
brownish, the iris still relatively dark the 
mask still obvious.

 ▼ Adult (May)
The underparts and underwing-coverts in adults are somewhat 
rufous, the most extreme individuals approaching Red Kite in 
colour. The legs are short, like Red Kite.

 ▼ Juvenile (October)
The colour of the bare parts (legs, cere and bill) is already 
as adult, but the iris is still dark. The tail looks somewhat 
rounded here, but with typical sharp corners.

variably pale, 
averages paler than 
in adultpale tips 

(cf adult)

paler than 
in adult variable pale 

streaking (cf adult)

dark mask typical 
for immature ind

 ▼ Adult (April)
Under less than optimal viewing conditions regularly confused with 
other raptor species and vice versa (especially with Western Marsh 
Harrier ♀♀/immature and  Booted Eagle dark morph (see there)).

Black Kite Milvus migrans
L 53cm 21", WS 143cm 56.5" | summer S, C and E Europe

slightly forked, but shape 
can change considerably 
through wear, moult and 
posture

pale diagonal panel on arm, 
although diffusely bordered 
still visible at long distance 
(cf Western Marsh Harrier)

pale grey head 
and very pale iris

no tail-fork when 
fully spread

broad winged with 
elongated p5, 
creating 6th ‘finger’ 
(cf Red Kite)

completely and often 
relatively obviously 
barred (cf Red Kite)

short legs with base of 
feet level with trailing 
edge or sometimes 
even further forward

head all streaked 
(cf Red Kite)

border between 
grey head and 
brown breast 
(cf Red Kite)

not overly pale 
(cf Red Kite)

p9-10  
worn juv

new p8 growing

head and body 
markings 
intermediate 
between juv and 
adult-type
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 ▼ Juvenile/1st winter in 2cy (February)
Juveniles and 1st winters are paler and less red than 
adults long into the spring, note also the highlighted 
features which are typical for a 1st year ind.

 ▼ 2cy (May)
Still in mainly juvenile plumage with obviously 
worn flight feathers (except the secondaries 
which due to their protected position are less 
susceptible to wear). The highlighted contrast 
in the underwing-coverts is sometimes seen in 
Black Kite, but rarely so obvious.

 ⊲ Adult (May)
Head-on the raised arm and hanging hand 
are visible, like Black Kite.

dark reddish with black 
streaks

uniform fresh 
(cf juv)

greater coverts with 
narrow rufous fringe 
(cf juv)

 ▼ Adult (December)
Adults are the only predominantly 
reddish, medium sized raptor in 
Europe, this combined with a number 
of other features makes the ID 
straightforward. greater coverts 

with white tips 
(cf adult)

somewhat worn and 
paler than in adult

pale; dark mask absent  
in all plumages (cf Black)

black (cf adult)

relatively pale reddish-
brown with prominent 
diffuse white streaking 
(cf adult)

moult of inner primaries started, 
typically forming a moult gap in 
2cy in spring

juv tail feathers 
with narrow, but 
complete, dark 
band (cf adult)

contrast between 
rufous lesser and 
blackish greater 
coverts typical in all 
plumages (cf Black)

body with pale 
streaking (cf adult)

little contrast between 
undertail-coverts and 
underside tail in juv to imm 
2cy (cf adult)

 ■ Black Kite, 2cy (April)
Somewhat rufous Black Kites can 
cause confusion with Red, espe-
cially if the tail also appears rela-
tively long and deeply forked 
(here caused by the tail being 
nearly fully closed). See the 
 highlighted features for the   
best differences with Red.

relatively 
broad barring

little contrast

p5 long

dark mask
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 ▼ Western Marsh Harrier, adult ♂♂ (April)
Very variable; young adults often have a 
darker head and a (faint) hint of a mask.

 ▼ Western Marsh Harrier, adult ♀♀ (June)
Little variation, but in some, (probably) older 
individuals, the mask is paler.

 ▼ Western Marsh Harrier, juvenile (November)
Very variable, from all dark brown to as adult ♀♀ 
and all variations between, as in this individual. 
1st year ♂♂♂♂ have a pale iris from the winter.

ind with only 
pale neck patch

head generally more 
or less uniform

pale collar 
relatively obvious

iris bright yellow

 ▼ Hen Harrier, adult ♀♀ (February)
Many adult ♀♀♀♀ have a paler facial disc due to 
extensive pale streaking. The head in general 
then appears more evenly streaked.

 ▼ Pallid Harrier, adult ♀♀ (August)
Head pattern more similar to Hen adult ♀♀ 
than Montagu’s adult ♀♀. But compared with 
Hen adult ♀♀ iris is often relatively dark, the 
mask well-developed and the facial disc 
large and uniform dark.

 ▼ Montagu’s Harrier, adult ♀♀ (May)
A typical head pattern as the pale areas 
only occur around the eye.

extensive 
white 
around eye

pale collar weak

facial disc relatively small 
and more or less isolated 
between pale area

older individuals 
develop pale iris

more or less uniform 
and large, dark facial 
disc (creating darkest 
part of head)

pale collar well-  
developed, but less 
obvious than in juv 
due to dark markings

dark lores

pale iris develops 
relatively late

large, long dark facial 
disc, often with pale 
streaking

pale iris develops 
from 2nd half 2cy

pale collar with 
dark patches

weak mask
heavily patterned

 ▼ Pallid Harrier, juvenile (September)
Little variation, but some Montagu’s juveniles 
can approach this pattern. In individuals with a 
less typical head pattern the underwing needs 
to be checked as extra support for the ID.

 ▼ Montagu’s Harrier, juvenile (November)
Some individuals have a well-developed pale 
collar and therefore look more similar to Pallid 
juvenile. In others the collar fades towards the 
throat. The dark facial disc is typically smaller/
narrower and reaches less far towards the bill 
base and the black mask is smaller.

 ▼ Hen Harrier, juvenile (October) 
Typically little contrast compared to ♀♀-type 
Montagu’s and Pallid, including weak mask. 
The dark iris indicates a ♀♀.

pale collar relatively short, 
fading towards neck

dark facial disc 
relatively small

broad white

black mask narrowing 
towards rear lores mainly pale 

(small black mask)

large uniform  
dark facial disc, 
meets gape line

collar uniform 
pale from neck 
to throat

usually narrow 
white, sometimes 
broad

black mask meets facial 
disc in broad line

mainly dark lores 
(extensive black mask)

pale collar with 
dark streaking

dark facial disc with 
pale streaking

mask very small

iris becomes paler with age (but 
rarely/never as pale as in ♂♂)

broad dark mask between 
pale crown and throat
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Birds

A stunningly illustrated celebration of the world’s best 
bird photography

Bird Photographer of the Year
The Bird Photographer of the Year is a competition that 
celebrates the artistry of bird photography from around the 
world, and this beautiful, large-format book showcases the 
best images from the contest—some of the most stunning 
bird photographs ever taken. A gorgeous record of avian 
beauty and diversity across the globe, the book demon-
strates the dedication and passion of bird photographers 
and the incredible quality of today’s digital imaging systems.

The book features the best of tens of thousands of images 
from the ninth year of the competition, including the win-
ning and short-listed pictures. It presents a vast variety 
of photos by experienced professionals and enthusiastic 
amateurs, reflecting the huge diversity of bird and nature 
lovers, which is vital for ensuring the conservation and 
survival of birds. A portion of the profits from this book 
goes to Birds on the Brink, a charity that supports bird 
conservation around the world.

With a foreword by Simon King.

The Bird Photographer of the Year judging panel is com-
posed of some of the world’s leading photographers and 
bird conservationists. simon King is an award-winning 
British cameraman who specialises in nature documenta-
ries. He has created, filmed, directed, and presented many 
award-winning television programmes and films.

September 2024.  256 pages.
Hardback  9780691263595 £30.00
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Birds

Avian Architecture   —Revised and 
Expanded Edition 
• Illustrates how birds around the world design, engineer, 

and build their nests
• Features architectural blueprints, step-by-step sequences, 

visual spreads on nest-building materials and methods, 
and expert commentary

• Includes more than 300 full-colour images
• Covers more than 100 bird species worldwide

Now with more case studies and an updated foreword, this 
revised and expanded edition includes intricate step-by-step 
sequences, visual spreads on nest-building materials and 
methods, and insightful commentary by a leading expert.

Peter Goodfellow is a retired English teacher and lifelong 
birdwatcher. Tony d. Williams is professor of ecological 
and evolutionary physiology and chair of biology at Simon 
Fraser University.

February 2024. 176 pages.  300+ colour illus.
Hardback  9780691255460 £25.00

Terns of North America
Cameron Cox

Paperback  9780691161877  £22.00
ebook  9780691253312

2023

 

Birds of China
Liu Yang & Chen Shuihua

Paperback  9780691237527  £35.00
Princeton Field Guides

January 2024 
Not for sale in China
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Yellowstone’s Birds
Edited by Douglas W. Smith et al.

Hardback  9780691217833  £30.00
2023

The shorebirds of North America
Pete Dunne & Kevin T. Karlson
Hardback  9780691220956  £30.00

June 2024

Field Guide to 
North American Flycatchers

Cin-Ty Lee
Illustrated by Andrew birch

Paperback  9780691240640  £16.99
June 2024

A Pocket Guide to Birds of Galápagos
Tui De Roy

Paperback  9780691233635  £14.99
2022
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

A Birdwatcher’s Yearbook Best Bird Book of the Year 

Hummingbirds
“Groundbreaking.” —Stuart Winter, Sunday Express

“You’ll be torn between lingering on one amazing image 
and flipping ahead to see what’s next. . . . A riveting read 
that does more than adequate justice to its subjects.”
—David Callahan, BirdLife Magazine

• A definitive account of all aspects of hummingbird life
• More than 540 spectacular colour photographs, illus-

trating all 101 hummingbird genera and over two-thirds 
of the world’s 369 species

Glenn Bartley is a world-renowned professional wildlife 
photographer. Andy swash is an ecologist, conservation-
ist, wildlife photographer, and accomplished author.

2022. 288 pages. 550 colour photos. 25 colour + 57 b/w illus. 7 charts. 9 
tables. 373 maps.
Hardback  9780691182124 £30.00 
WILDGuides

A Birdwatcher’s Yearbook Best Bird Book of the Year 

Gulls of Europe, North Africa, 
and the Middle East
“The authors are among the foremost experts on this 
taxing group, and have pioneered research into identifying 
distinctions among many of the most cryptic species. This 
book is a distillation of that knowledge and experience. . . . 
Highly recommended.”
—Dominic Mitchell, Birdlife Magazine

• Richly illustrated with nearly 1,400 colour photographs
• Thorough accounts of all species and subspecies of gulls 

found in the Western Palearctic
• Up-to-date information for easy and accurate identifica-

tion of 45 species

Peter Adriaens, ecologist; Mars Muusse, Dutch birder 
specialised in gulls; Philippe J. dubois, ecologist and 
author; Frédéric Jiguet, conservation biologist.

2022. 320 pages. 1,200 photos + illus.
Paperback  9780691222837 £35.00
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British Birds
Rob Hume, Robert Still, Andy Swash, 

Hugh Harrop & David Tipling
Paperback  9780691181677  £9.99

2019. WILDGuides

Britain's Birds
Rob Hume, Robert Still, Andy Swash, 

Hugh Harrop & David Tipling
Paperback  9780691199795  £20.00

2020. WILDGuides

Europe's Birds
Rob Hume, Robert Still, Andy Swash  

& Hugh Harrop
Paperback  9780691177656  £20.00

2021. WILDGuides

Flight identification of European 
Passerines and select Landbirds

Tomasz Cofta  
Paperback  9780691177571  £38.00

2021. WILDGuides
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Birds of Puerto rico and the Virgin islands
Herbert A. Raffaele, Clive Petrovic,  

Sergio A. Colón López, Lisa D. Yntema  
& José A. Salguero Faria

Paperback  9780691211671  £20.00
2021. Princeton Field Guides

 

Field Guide to the Birds of the 
dominican republic and Haiti

Steven Latta, Chris Rimmer  
& Kent McFarland

Paperback  9780691232393  £20.00
2022

 

Birds of Costa rica
Dale Dyer & Steve N. G. Howell
Paperback  9780691203355  £25.00

2023. Princeton Field Guides

Birds of Belize
Steve N. G. Howell & Dale Dyer
Paperback  9780691220727  £30.00

2023. Princeton Field Guides
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Bird Name Book
“If you have ever wondered about the origins of the English words 
we use to name birds, this book is for you.”
—BirdWatching

Myers provides brief biographies of prominent figures in ornithol-
ogy and interweaves the stories behind the names with quotes from 
publications dating back to the 1400s, illuminating the shared evo-
lution of language and our relationships with birds, and rooting the 
names in the history of ornithological discovery.

susan Myers is a senior leader at WINGS Birding Tours Worldwide 
and has led birding tours in Asia and other regions for more than 
20 years.

2022. 416 pages. 200 colour photos.
Hardback  9780691235691 £35.00

In the Footsteps of Audubon 
In the nineteenth century John James Audubon set out to create a 
complete pictorial record of North American birdlife. Over a period 
of sixteen years, recording his own journey in journals and hun-
dreds of original paintings, renowned French watercolourist Denis 
Clavreul followed in the naturalist’s footsteps. 

This beautiful book brings together some 250 stunning Clavreul 
watercolours along with illuminating selections from Audubon’s 
journals and several of his paintings.  

denis Clavreul is a watercolourist, wildlife artist, and biologist 
whose acclaimed works have been exhibited around the world.

2022. 256 pages. 272 colour illus.
Hardback  9780691237688 £35.00

Drawing Nature 
Drawing Nature presents the creative process of an acclaimed 
nature artist, guiding readers from field sketches to finished art 
and demonstrating how science and the close observation of nature 
can be integrated into the artist’s work to create dynamic, mean-
ingful images. With chapters that flow from drawing basics to more 
advanced methods and concepts, this beautifully illustrated book is 
like a look inside the artist’s sketchbooks to discover their secrets.

Linda Miller Feltner is an award-winning artist, naturalist,  
and educator.

July 2024. 272 pages. 530+ colour + b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691255385 £30.00
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

A Field Guide to the Larger 
Mammals of South America
• Detailed coverage of 420 species
• Over 550 photos, many of rarely photographed species
• Features specially commissioned artwork for almost 100 

species, including comparative plates of all marmosets 
and titi monkeys

• Includes up-to-date distribution maps

This groundbreaking guide provides detailed coverage of 
many wonderful mammals, including descriptions of key 
features, subspecies information, comparisons with similar 
species overlapping in range, habitat details, summaries of 
distribution in South America and conservation status.

richard Webb is a widely travelled and experienced wildlife 
tour guide. Jeff Blincow is a field ecologist and researcher.

April 2024.  488 pages.  500+ colour photos. 100+ illus. 396 maps.
Paperback  9780691174099  £42.00
WILDGuides

 

Tooth and Claw
Robert M. Johnson III, Sharon L. 

Gilman & Daniel Abel.
Hardback  9780691240282  £38.00

2023

Felids and Hyenas of the World
José R. Castelló 

Paperback  9780691205977  £25.00
2020

Britain's Mammals 
Updated Edition

Dominic Couzens, Andy Swash, 
Robert Still & John Dunn

Paperback  9780691224718 £17.99
2021. WILDGuides
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

A gorgeously illustrated guide to the incredible diversity 
of snakes around the world 

Snakes of the World
• Features more than 200 stunning colour photographs
• Presents species profiles with a commentary, distribution 

map, and table of information
• Includes examples from every snake family and 

subfamily

This expert guide includes profiles of some of the approxi-
mately 4,000 species of snakes, with an in-depth introduc-
tion covering anatomy, behaviour, habitats, reproduction, 
conservation, and other essential topics. Each family pro-
file highlights the remarkable appearance, characteristics, 
and lifestyle of notable snake species. 

Mark O’shea has presented many television documentaries 
on reptiles for the Discovery Channel, ITV, and the BBC.

2023.  240 pages.  282 colour + 7 b/w illus. 53 maps.
Hardback  9780691240664 £25.00
A Guide to Every Family

A richly illustrated guide to the world’s frogs that 
includes species from every family

Frogs of the World
• Features hundreds of stunning colour photographs
• Covers taxonomy, anatomy, locomotion, reproduction, 

diet, and more

Frogs of the World is an essential guide to this astonishingly 
diverse group of animals. An in-depth introduction covers 
everything from the origins and evolution of frogs to their 
life cycles and defence strategies. Beautiful illustrations 
accompany profiles of species from each family, shedding 
invaluable light on the enormous range of appearance, 
habitats, and behaviour of these marvellous creatures.

Mark O’shea is a professor of herpetology at the 
University of  Wolverhampton. simon Maddock is a lec-
turer in ecology and evolution at Newcastle University.

April 2024. 240 pages.  300 colour illus.
Hardback  9780691248301 £25.00
A Guide to Every Family
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Little Books of Nature
Richly illustrated mini references to the world’s animals, plants, insects, and other natural phenomena, 
with examples drawn from around the globe. Featuring approximately 140 colour photographs and 
original colour illustrations throughout, these expertly written pocket-size guides cover a wide range 
of topics and are filled with surprising facts and insights. Beautifully produced with foil-stamped cloth 
covers, the books are 4 × 6 inches in size and some 160 pages each. The result is a highly collectible 
series of irresistible guides to the amazing world of nature.

The Little Book of dinosaurs
Rhys Charles

Hardback  9780691259895   
£12.99.  October 2024. 

 The Little Book of Whales 
     Robert Young  
& Annalisa berta 

Hardback 9780691260129   
£12.99.  October 2024. 

 The Little Book of Fungi
britt A. bunyard

Hardback  9780691259888   
£12.99.  October 2024.

 The Little Book of Weather 
Adam Scaife

Hardback  9780691259994  
£12.99.  October 2024. 

The Little Book of Beetles
Arthur V. Evans

Hardback  9780691251776   
£12.99.  April 2024. 

The Little Book of Butterflies
Andrei & Alexandra Sourakov

Hardback 9780691251745   
£12.99.  April 2024. 

The Little Book of spiders
Simon D. Pollard

Hardback  9780691251820   
£12.99.  April 2024. 

The Little Book of Trees
Herman Shugart  

& Peter White
Hardback  9780691251790   

£12.99.  April 2024. 
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FLOrA

A highly illustrated and portable identification guide to 
the most common wild flowers and other plants

British and Irish Wild Flowers 
and Plants 
• Covers the plants most likely to be seen, including those 

in coastal areas
• Includes more than 3,800 colour photographs, with 

macro images of key features when needed
• Features a friendly, easy-to-use design and text written 

in plain English, with essential botanical terms described 
and illustrated

This innovative photographic guide covers the most 
common wild flowers and other plants found in Britain 
and Ireland, as defined by the very latest distribution 
maps. It is designed so that anyone faced with an unfa-
miliar wild plant can confidently put a name to the spe-
cies or recognise that it is a less common plant needing 
further investigation. The identification process is based 
on standard botanical features that are straightforwardly 
described, clearly illustrated and supported by a simple 
visual key to families. This book can be your springboard 
into the wider world of botanical identification, wherever 
you are, and of plants both common and rare. 

rachel Hamilton has spent a lifetime teaching botany, 
ecology and conservation. Chris Gibson worked in nature 
conservation for three decades. robert still is the pub-
lisher of WILDGuides, a prolific natural history author.

June 2024.  320 pages.  3,000+ colour photos.
Paperback  9780691245409 £12.99
WILDGuides

 

Water Avens

There are two groups of plants of which examples are shown in this gallery: 
1) highly distinctive flowers – in some cases very different from the 
‘normal’ flowers associated with that family and 2) ‘bell’-shaped flowers. 
For both groups the defining flower features can be difficult to establish 
without a close examination.

Gallery 8
Conspicuous flowerhead or inflorescence of similar flowers

▶ Plants are not to scale and may not be the same colour as the examples shown here – 
flower shape and structure are the important features to note when looking for a match.

33  Willowherb
family

p. 125

77  Bellflower
family

p. 229

70  Honeysuckle
family

p. 218

89  Bluebell 
 [Asparagus] family

p. 243

88  Daffodil  
+ Onion family

p. 241

49  Heather family
p. 158

Montbretia

59  Figwort + Mullein 
family 

Gallery 16 p. 60  
p. 179

Navelwort 

13  Rose family  
Gallery 12 p. 56  

p. 89

Wild Onion

Wild  
Daffodil

Snowdrop

87  Iris family
p. 241

9   Stonecrop 
family  

Gallery 14 p. 59  
p. 78

5  Buttercup family  
Gallery 11 p. 55  

p. 71

evening-
primroses

Enchanter’s-
nightshade

Fuchsia

Columbine

Traveller’s-joy

figwortsbluebells

grape- 
hyacinths

50

H
HERBACEOUS FLOWERING PLANT GALLERIES OVARY LOCATIONS | p. 24

33   Onagraceae | Willowherb family
A distinctive family: all clearly with OVARY inferior. Fls typically 4-parted; STIGMA club-shaped or 
4-lobed; OVARY elongated in many. Fr SEEDS with plumed hairs in most species.

 P Fuchsia WS
Fuchsia magellanica
H to 3 m. Form
deciduous 
shrub. Fls
L 30–40 mm; 
hanging. Lvs
opposite or 
whorled; 
broadly oval; 
pointed; 
toothed. Fr black berry; D 
to 20 mm. Hab hedges. SS 
several other garden species 
and cultivars may be found 
wild (n/i) [FL size and colour].

aB Large-fl owered Evening-
primrose Oenothera glazioviana
H to 180 cm. 
Form erect; 
hairy. Fls
30–50 mm 
(L < W); yellow; 
open; fragrant 
in evening. Lvs
oval; pointed; 
wavy margins.
Fr long ± cylindrical pod; seeds 
lack hairy plume. Hab sand 
dunes, brownfield. SS several 
other evening-primroses (n/i) 
[identification difficult 
and not wholly 
resolved]. 

 P Enchanter’s-nightshade 
Circaea lutetiana
H to 70 cm; 
usually much 
less. Form
erect. Fls H to 
5 mm; white 
or pale pink; 
well-spaced in 
elongated infl. 
Lvs L to 100 mm; 
opposite; rounded at base; 
obscurely toothed; softly hairy. 
Fr with hooked bristles. Hab
woods, hedges, gardens.

EVENING-PRIMROSES; Fuchsia; 
Enchanter’s-nightshade 

below

FL SYMMETRY radial; 
LVS some/all opposite

FL SYMMETRY bilateral; 
LVS all alternate

‘TYPICAL’ WILLOWHERBS
p. 126

Rosebay Willowherb
p. 128

FORM various; FLS not pink; 
FRUITS various; SEEDS lack a 

hairy plume

FORM ‘typical’ willowherb; FLS pink; SEPALS, PETALS + STAMENS
4; FRUIT a long ± cylindrical pod; SEEDS with a hairy plume

Willowherb groups and species identifi cation

J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N DJ F M A M J J A S O N D

STEM + LF-HAIRS 
long with red, 
bulbous base

SEPALS 
red-striped

STYLE L > 
STAMEN L

PETALS 2, deeply 
divided; SEPALS 2, 
fall when fl opens; 
STIGMA 2-lobed

FLS distinctiveFLS distinctive

PETALS purple; 
SEPALS + FL-TUBE

red; STIGMA
club-shaped, 

protruding 
from fl

125

WILLOWHERBS | Fuchsia + Enchanter’s-nightshades + Evening-primroses [p. 50, p. 51, p. 57, p. 61]

12 spp. | 25 spp. B&I

 P Wild Plum  Prunus domestica WT

H to 8 m. Form large 
shrub/small tree; some 
forms with sparse spines. 
TWIGS grey-brown. 
Fls white; D 15–25 mm; 
in clusters of 2–3; appear 
with leaves; SEP erect 
(to bent back). Lvs L to 
80 mm; ± broadly-oval; 

dull. Fr variable in size/shape (L >20 mm; 
usually L > W) and colour (green, yellow, 
red, purplish); RIPE TASTE sweet. 
Hab hedges, scrub, gardens.

 P Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa WT

H to 5 m. Form very 
spiny shrub; prostrate on 
shingle; TWIGS blackish-
grey with sharp spines. 
Fls white; D 12–16 mm; 
appear before leaves; 
SEP erect. Lvs L to 30 mm; 
broadly oval; dull. 
Fr ± globular; D 8–15 mm; 

blue-black with greyish waxy coating; 
RIPE TASTE bitter. Hab hedges, scrub, 
woodland edges; shingle.

 P Cherry Plum  Prunus cerasifera WT

H to 8 m. Form shrub, 
not usually very spiny, 
young TWIGS green, can 
be red-tinged. Fls white 
to pinkish; D 15–22 mm; 
appear with opening 
leaves; SEP bent back. 
Lvs L to 70 mm; 
broadly oval; ± glossy. 

Fr globular; D 20–30 mm; ripen red or
yellow; RIPE TASTE slightly sweet. Hab
hedges; much planted in urban areas.

Prunus ( Blackthorn and Plums) | Form suckering. 
Fls short-stalked; solitary or in clusters of up to 3; PETALS 5, 
white to pinkish. Lvs broadly oval. Fr ‘sloes’ or ‘plums’. 

IDENTIFY BY: ▶ fl owering time, size and sepals ▶ fruit
▶ twig colour

SS Blackthorn and Wild Plum subspecies and forms 
frequently hybridize; giving rise to a wide range of variants.

Trees or large shrubs; LVS unlobed; FLS D > 10 mm; STIGMAS 1

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

J F M A M J J A S O N D

SEPALS erect
FLS much smaller 

than in Cherry Plum

SEPALS bent back

SEPALS usually erect

FLS before 
leaves

FLS with 
leaves

FLS as leaves 
open

TWIG grey-brown; ± sparse spines

 no spinesTWIG green when young

 sharp spines

TWIG blackish-grey

FR red or yellow; 
slightly sweet

LF ± 
glossy

LF
small; 
dull

FR blue-black;
 ± globular; 

bitter

LF
dull

FR green, yellow, red 
or purple; sweet92

D

D

D

ROSES | ‘fruit trees’ [p. 35, p. 36] Rose family key | p. 89
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FLOrA

ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

The Hidden Company That  
Trees Keep 
“A tree may be bound to a single spot for the whole of its term. It 
may endure for centuries and seem heroically resigned, doomed 
even, to isolation. Yet its entire existence is one prolonged process 
of sharing. It is a lesson from trees we should heed. Nardi’s book is 
the perfect place to learn it.”
—Mark Cocker, New Statesman

James B. Nardi is a research scientist in the School of Integrative 
Biology at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

2023. 320 pages. 3 colour + 357 b/w illus.
Hardback  9780691237978 £25.00

The Biodiversity Gardener
“A fascinating and inspiring account of the incredible diversity of 
life to be found in a single garden. Lavishly illustrated with beauti-
ful photographs.” —Dave Goulson

“Beautifully written, with stunning pictures and information on 
species and the range of fauna they help to maintain, Paul Sterry’s 
book is indispensable.” —Plantlife

Paul sterry is a bestselling wildlife author and photographer.

2023. 360 pages. 900 colour photos.
Hardback  9780691245553 £25.00
Wild Nature Press

Teesdale’s Special Flora
“Bradshaw is the chief caretaker of some of the country’s rarest 
flowers. She has spent seven decades obsessively studying the 
unique arctic-alpine flora of  Teesdale.”
—Phoebe Weston, The Guardian

Margaret E. Bradshaw has painstakingly surveyed and monitored 
its special plants, campaigned for them and inspired a generation of 
botanists along the way. In 1977, she was awarded an MBE for her 
services to botany and conservation. 

 
2023. 288 pages.
Paperback  9780691251332 £14.99 
WildGuides
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

An authoritative two-volume overview of the distribution 
of the wild plants of Great Britain and ireland 

Plant Atlas 2020 
Plant Atlas 2020 is the most powerful statement ever pro-
duced on the state of our wild and naturalised plants. It 
presents the results of field surveys by the BSBI, building on 
past atlas surveys undertaken by the Botanical Society in 
the twentieth century and draws on the work of thousands 
of botanists who covered the entirety of Britain and Ireland 
from 2000 to 2019. The Atlas summarises the trends impact-
ing the current state of the British and Irish flora, assess-
ing the changes since the 1950s and analysing the drivers of 
change, such as habitat loss, pollution and climate change.

P. A. stroh, Scientific Officer, BSBI; K. J. Walker, Head of 
Science, BSBI; T. A. Humphrey, Database Officer, BSBI;         
O. L. Pescott, Plant Ecologist and Data Analyst, UK 
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology; r. J. Burkmar, Web 
Developer, UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology.

More information about the Plant Atlas 2020 online can 
be found at plantatlas2020.org/

2023. 1528 pages. 20,089 charts & graphs. 15 tables. 2,876 maps.
Hardback  9780691247595 £132.00
ebook 9780691247601

Field Guide to Coastal 
Wildflowers of Britain, ireland 

and Northwest Europe
Paul Sterry & Andrew Cleave
Paperback  9780691218151  £20.00

2022. Wild Nature Press

 

Nature's Temples
Joan Maloof

Paperback  9780691230504  £16.99
2023

Ferns, spikemosses, 
Clubmosses, and Quillworts of 

Eastern North America
Emily b. Sessa

Paperback  9780691219455  £25.00
March 2024. Princeton Field Guides
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FUNGi & ALGAE

Edible Fungi of Britain and 
Northern Europe
Jens H. Petersen

Hardback  9780691245195  £17.99
2023. WILDGuides

Aquatic Plants of Northern and Central 
Europe including Britain and ireland

Jens Christian Schou et al.

Hardback  9780691251011  £95.00
2023. WILDGuides

Fungipedia
Lawrence Millman

Hardback  9780691194721  £10.99
2019. Pedia books

Lichenpedia
Kay Hurley

Hardback  9780691239903  £10.99
May 2024. Pedia books

The Lives of seaweeds
Julie A. Phillips

Hardback  9780691228556  £30.00
2023. The Lives of the Natural World

The Lives of Lichens
Robert Lücking & Toby Spribille

Hardback  9780691247274  £30.00
June 2024. The Lives of the Natural 

World
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ATLAsEs

The World Atlas of  Trees  
and Forests
The World Atlas of Trees and Forests offers a beautiful intro-
duction to what forests are, how they work, how they grow, 
and how we map, assess, and conserve them.

• Provides the most wide-ranging coverage of the world’s 
forests available

• Takes readers beneath the breathtaking variety of 
wooded canopies that span the globe

• Profiles a wealth of tree species, with enlightening and 
entertaining natural-history highlights along the way

• Features stunning colour photos, maps, and graphics
• Draws on the latest cutting-edge research and tech-

nology, including satellite imagery

Herman shugart, Peter White, sassan saatchi  
& Jérôme Chave
2022. 400 pages. 250+ colour illus.
Hardback  9780691226743 £45.00

The World Atlas of Rivers, 
Estuaries, and Deltas 

• Explains how rivers, estuaries, and deltas work, from 
river networks to deltaic floodplains, and sheds light on 
the erosion, movement, and deposition of sediment

• Describes the anatomy of rivers, estuaries, and deltas, 
from channel geometry and river planforms to estuarine 
shape and delta morphology

• Examines the ecology and ecosystems of rivers, estu-
aries, and deltas and how humans interact with these 
environments

• Additional topics include damming, climate change, water 
use, pollution, resource management, and planetary health, 
as well as future perspectives on these vital landscapes

Jim Best, stephen darby, Luciana Esteves & Carol Wilson
May 2024.  400 pages.  250 colour illus.
Hardback  9780691244839 £50.00

 



16 ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

HABiTATs ANd NATUrAL HisTOrY

Britain's Habitats
Sophie Lake, Durwyn Liley, Robert Still 

& Andy Swash
Paperback  9780691203591  £25.00

2020. 
WILDGuides

 

Galápagos
John Kricher & Kevin Loughlin
Paperback  9780691217246  £35.00

2022

The New Natural History  of Madagascar
Edited by Steven M. Goodman
Hardback  9780691222622  £146.00

2022

Habitats of the World
Iain Campbell, Ken behrens,  
Charley Hesse & Phil Chaon

Paperback  9780691197562  £30.00
2021.
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iNsECTs & sPidErs

ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

Ants come alive on this fabulously illustrated journey 
into the heart of a bustling colony

The Ant Collective
• Features a wealth of naturalistic 3D-like illustrations and 

schematic infographics
• Depicts the anatomy of ants, the architecture of their 

nests, their interactions with the environment and other 
animals, and their collective social behaviour

• Follows the annual life cycle of the colony
• Provides an incredible up-close look at ant reproduction, 

defence, foraging, nesting, division of labour, and more
• Packed with information about the biology, ecology, and 

communication skills of these marvellous insects

Armin schieb studied illustration at HAW Hamburg in 
Germany. He lives and works in Hamburg as a freelance 
illustrator.

May 2024.  128 pages.  120 colour illus.
Hardback  9780691255927 £20.00

Ants
Heather Campbell & benjamin blanchard

Hardback  9780691228525  £28.00
2023

 

The Complete insect
Consultant Editor: David A. Grimaldi

Hardback  9780691243108  £30.00
2023
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iNsECTs & sPidErs

ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

Beetles of the World
• Features 300 stunning colour photographs
• Presents family profiles with distribution maps, tables of 

information and commentary
• Provides insight into the astonishing diversity of beetles and  

their histories

Maxwell V. L. Barclay & Patrice Bouchard
2023.  240 pages.  150 colour illus.
9780691240732  Hardback £25.00

Bees of the World
• Provides a richly illustrated exploration of bees from around  

the world
• Examines more than 100 genera of bees, giving a taste of the 

remarkable breadth of bee appearance and biology
• Explores bee anatomy, behaviour, classification, evolution, life 

cycle, and habitats

Laurence Packer
2023.  240 pages.  217 colour + 10 b/w illus. 106 maps.
9780691226620  Hardback £25.00

Wasps of the World
• Features more than 250 stunning colour photos
• Profiles more than 100 families, with absorbing commentary 

detailing the range, habits, and notable features of members of 
each family

• Every profile includes a distribution map and essential facts  
about size, diet, reproduction, and habitats

simon van Noort & Gavin Broad
February 2024.  240 pages.  300 colour illus. 
Hardback  9780691238548 £25.00

iNsECTs & sPidErs
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iNsECTs & sPidErs

The Lives of Moths
Andrei Sourakov &  

Rachel Warren Chadd
Hardback  9780691228563  £25.00

2022

The Lives of Butterflies
David G. James & David J. Lohman

Hardback  9780691240565  £30.00
January 2024

The Lives of spiders
Ximena Nelson

Hardback  9780691255026  £30.00
June 2024

The Lives of Bees
Christina Grozinger & Harland Patch

Hardback  9780691247298  £30.00
June 2024
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iNsECTs & sPidErs

Velvet Ants of North America
Kevin A. Williams, Aaron D. Pan  

& Joseph S. Wilson
Paperback  9780691212043  £30.00

February 2024
Princeton Field Guides

Britain’s spiders
Lawrence bee, Geoff Oxford & 

Helen Smith 
Paperback  9780691204741  £25.00

2020. WildGuides.

Britain’s insects
Paul D. brock

Paperback  9780691179278  £25.00
2021. WildGuides.

Britain’s dragonflies
Dave Smallshire & Andy Swash  

Paperback  9780691181417  £17.99
2020. WildGuides.

Britain’s Butterflies
David Newland, Robert Still,  

Andy Swash & David Tomlinson 
Paperback  9780691205441  £17.99

2020. WildGuides.

The Mind of a Bee
Lars Chittka

Paperback  9780691253893  £16.99
2023
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

Nudibranchs of Britain, Ireland, and 
Northwest Europe
• Covers more than 195 species, each on its own two-page spread
• Includes in situ photos to aid finding nudibranchs under water 

and on the shore
• Features photos of nudibranchs’ distinctive spawn coils and 

studio photos showing detailed anatomy

Bernard Picton is curator of marine invertebrates in the Natural 
Sciences Department at the National Museums Northern Ireland. 
Christine Morrow is a researcher at Queen’s University, Belfast.

2023.  360 pages.
Paperback  9780691208794 £35.00
Wild Nature Press

Inshore Fishes of Britain and Ireland 
• Features individual descriptions of more than 150 species, with 

information on size, depth range, habitat and distribution in the 
Seasearch guide icon format

• Illustrates every species in its natural underwater environment 

Lin Baldock is a biologist, a fully qualified commercial diver and an 
environmental consultant. Frances dipper is a writer, lecturer and 
independent marine consultant.

2023.  288 pages.
Paperback  9780691249018 £22.00
Wild Nature Press

 

Plankton
Plankton are the unsung heroes of planet Earth. Passive drifters 
through the world’s seas, oceans, and freshwater environments, 
most are invisible or very small, but some are longer than a whale. 
They are the global ocean’s foundation food, supporting almost 
all oceanic life, and they are also vitally important for land-based 
plants, animals, and other organisms.This engaging book reveals 
the amazing diversity of plankton and how their ecology, life-
styles, and adaptations have evolved to suit an enormous range of 
conditions.

Tom Jackson, Jennifer Parker, & Andrew Hirst

April 2024. 224 pages.  250 colour illus.
Hardback  9780691255996 £25.00
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

The definitive field guide to all the sharks, rays and 
chimaeras of eastern North America

Field Guide to Sharks, Rays and 
Chimaeras of the East Coast of 
North America 
• The first field guide to cover all 173 species
• Features hundreds of colour illustrations and photos
• Describes key features, habitat, biology and status
• Includes depth guides, at-a-glance icons and distribution 

maps 
• Offers illustrated key guides, species comparisons and 

dentition plates

david A. Ebert is program director of the Pacific Shark 
Research Center. Marc dando is a scientific illustrator and 
publisher at Wild Nature Press. 

May 2024.  432 pages.  Colour drawings and photos, diagrams, and maps.
Paperback  9780691206387 £35.00
Wild Nature Press

Field Guide to sharks, rays & Chimaeras of 
Europe and the Mediterranean

David A. Ebert & Marc Dando
Paperback  9780691205984  £30.00

2020. Wild Nature Press

 

sharks of the World
David A. Ebert, Marc Dando & Sarah Fowler

Hardback  9780691205991  £48.00
2021. Wild Nature Press
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MAriNE

The deep Ocean
Michael Vecchione,  

Louise Allcock, Imants Priede  
& Hans van Haren

Hardback  9780691226811  £38.00
2023

 

sea Mammals
Annalisa berta

Hardback  9780691236643  £25.00
2023

The Lives of Octopuses and 
Their relatives

Danna Staaf
Hardback  9780691244303  £30.00

2023. The Lives of the Natural World

The Lives of sharks
Daniel C. Abel & R. Dean Grubbs

Hardback  9780691244310  £30.00
The Lives of the Natural World

A Pocket Guide to sharks of the 
World

David A. Ebert, Marc Dando & 
Sarah Fowler

Paperback  9780691218748  £16.99
2021. Wild Nature Press

sharkpedia
Daniel C. Abel

Hardback  9780691252612  £10.99
May 2024. Pedia books
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ALSO AVAILABLE AS EBOOKS

A marvellously illustrated natural history of the  
world’s molluscs

Shells of the World
• Features hundreds of beautiful colour photos, depicting 

both the live animals and their shells
• Discusses mollusc evolution, anatomy, life cycles, 

behaviour, and ecology

This book provides a wide-ranging look at the incredible 
diversity of marine molluscs. An informative introduction 
outlines the lineages covered, followed by a directory section, 
split into classes, that profiles a broad selection of different 
taxa to give a sense of their sheer numbers and variety.

M. G. Harasewych is research zoologist emeritus and 
former curator in the Department of Invertebrate Zoology 
at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of 
Natural History.

April 2024.  240 pages.  300 colour illus.
Hardback  9780691248271 £25.00
A Guide to Every Family

Crabs
Peter J. F. Davie

Hardback  9780691201719  £25.00
2021

The Essential Guide  
to rockpooling

Julie Hatcher & Steve Trewhella
Paperback  9780995567313  £16.99

2019. Wild Nature Press

 

The Essential Guide to Beachcombing 
and the strandline

Steve Trewhella & Julie Hatcher
Paperback  9780957394674  £16.99

2015. Wild Nature Press
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PALAEONTOLOGY

Dinosaur Behavior
• Features a wealth of breathtaking illustrations throughout
• Offers new perspectives on the prehistoric world inhabited by 

dinosaurs
• Discusses sight, hearing, smell, spatial orientation, and intelligence
• Brings to life the social behaviour of dinosaurs, from mating and 

parenting to herd dynamics and migration

Michael J. Benton is professor of vertebrate palaeontology at the 
University of Bristol. 

2023.  224 pages.  150 colour illus.
Hardback  9780691244297 £30.00

Ocean Life in the Time of Dinosaurs 
During the Mesozoic era, 252 to 66 million years ago, dinosaurs 
ruled the land, but the ocean deeps were roiling with equally spec-
tacular reptiles—including giant predators. This richly illustrated, 
authoritative, and accessible book introduces readers to the world 
of these fascinating marine animals, whose predecessors returned 
to the seas a few million years after the first vertebrates emerged 
from the water.

Nathalie Bardet, Alexandra Houssaye, stéphane Jouve  
& Peggy Vincent. 

2023.  208 pages.  212 colour + b/w illus. 48 maps.
Hardback  9780691243948 £25.00

The Princeton Field Guide to 
dinosaurs

Gregory S. Paul
Hardback  9780691231570  £35.00
May 2024. Princeton Field Guides

 

The Princeton Field Guide to 
Mesozoic sea reptiles

Gregory S. Paul
Hardback  9780691193809  £30.00

2022. Princeton Field Guides

The Princeton Field Guide to 
Pterosaurs

Gregory S. Paul
Hardback  9780691180175  £25.00

2022. Princeton Field Guides
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The Little Book of dinosaurs
Rhys Charles

Hardback  9780691259895   
£12.99.  October 2024. 

 The Little Book of Whales 
     Robert Young  
& Annalisa berta 

Hardback 9780691260129   
£12.99.  October 2024. 

 The Little Book of Fungi
britt A. bunyard

Hardback  9780691259888   
£12.99.  October 2024.

 The Little Book of Weather 
Adam Scaife

Hardback  9780691259994  
£12.99.  October 2024. 

id Handbook of European Birds
Nils van Duivendijk 

Hardback  9780691253572  £90.00
August 2024.

British and irish Wild Flowers  
and Plants

Hamilton, Gibson & Still
Paperback  9780691245409  £12.99

June 2024. WildGuides

Bird Photographer of the Year
Hardback  9780691263595  £30.00

September 2024. 




